
 

 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

*This sign is an invitation, to all who are able, to stand as we offer God thanks and praise. 
 

Items in bold type face indicate that the congregation participates in word or song. 

WILLIAMSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
MIDWEEK LENTEN WORSHIP 

APRIL 6, 2022 

SERVING AT GOD’S TABLE 

THE GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Leader: O God, we were far from home. 

All: We had squandered our inheritance; we had sinned against you; 
  we were not worthy to be called your children. 

Leader: But now, O God, we have come home.  

All: Where would we be but in our Father's house?  

Leader: Where would we learn but at our parents' side? 

All: Let your Spirit dwell within us, Lord, so that when you seek us, 
  you shall find us where you would have us be. 
 



 

 

*HYMN 774 There is Now a New Creation STUTTGART 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

Leader: Like the prodigal son, we have each left our Father and pursued our own way. 
Let us, also like the prodigal, return to God and confess our sin. 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 

 Merciful God, you love us with a profound, outrageous love, and you generously 
give to us all that you have. Yet we fail to appreciate you or to respond in gratitude 
to your love. Like the younger brother, we stubbornly choose our selfish ambition 
rather than receive your wise counsel. We pursue the pleasures of this world, 
believing that they will make us happy, only to discover that we’re left with poverty 
of both soul and spirit. Or, like the elder brother, we hold ourselves aloof and apart, 
judging others and withholding compassion and mercy. Neither of these brothers 
understood that their truest treasure lay in their relationship with the Father — and 
that is our sin as well. We ask for your forgiveness and your grace, merciful God, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 



 

 

Scripture continues on the next page. 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Leader: Yet while we are still far off, the Father sees us and is filled with compassion. He 
runs toward us to put his arms around us and give us the kiss of welcome and 
grace. Friends, believe the good news: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Amen. 

THE WORD 

SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

15 Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 2 And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 
eats with them.” 

3 So he told them this parable: 

11 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his 
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his 
property between them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled 
to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14 When he 
had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to 
be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who 
sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have filled himself with the pods 
that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to himself he 
said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am 
dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have 
sinned against heaven and before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat 
me like one of your hired hands.”’ 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was 
still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms 
around him and kissed him. 

21 Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a 
robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his 
feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine 
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 

25 “Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 
heard music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He 
replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has 
got him back safe and sound.’ 28 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father 
came out and began to plead with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these 
years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; 
yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. 



 

 

30 But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, 
you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31 Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with 
me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother 
of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’” 
 

MEDITATION Serving at God’s Table John E. Morgan 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: FROM A BRIEF STATEMENT OF FAITH (Unison) 

 In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our 
daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven 
and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  

THE SENDING 

*HYMN 529 Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether      UNION SEMINARY 

*BLESSING/BENEDICTION 



 

 

 THOSE SERVING OUR LORD THIS EVENING  

John E. Morgan, Pastor/Head of Staff 
Norman Elton, Organist 

 USHERS  

Dick Hubbard and Rebecca Caprio 

 HOLY WEEK WORSHIP AT WPC

PALM SUNDAY 
April 10, *9:30 & **11am 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
April 14, *7pm 

GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE 
April 15, *7pm 

EASTER SUNDAY 
April 17 

8am, *9:30 & **11am 

*9:30am service is live-streamed on mywpc.org. 
**11:00am service is broadcast on FM93.5 The Burg and AM740. 


