
 

 
WILLIAMSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
11:00PM 

DECEMBER 24, 2021 

 

PRAYER FOR PREPARATION 

Living God, on this holy night we gather—to stand with shepherds, amazed at 
your glory; to sing with angels, rejoicing in your work; to wait with Joseph, 

trusting in your promise; to sit with Mary, cradling your love.  May the good 
news of this night inspire us to tell the world of our great joy: for to us is born a 

Savior, the Messiah, the Lord. Glory and praise to you forever! Amen. 

The gathering 

Preparing to hear the word 

ORGAN PRELUDE 

 God Rest You Merry arr. Shows 

 Good People All, This Christmas Time arr. Shows 

 No Wind at the Window arr. Sims 

 Go Tell it On the Mountain arr. Miller 

 Silent Night arr. Bullard 

 

PASTORAL GREETING 

 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE Charlie Slack 

 
 ________________________________________________________________  

*To all who are able, please stand as we offer God thanks and praise. 
Bold type face indicates that the congregation participates in word or song. 



 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP (Responsive) 

Candle Lighter: Today we light the candle that reminds us of all we have prepared for. 
 For God is with us. 
 God is with us. Love’s pure light. 
 God is with us. Joy to the world. 
 God is with us. Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 God is with us. He makes his blessings flow. 
 God is with us. God did not wait on our invitation, 
  for God can’t imagine being anywhere but here. Amen. 
 

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Christ Be Our Light Bernadette Farrell 

 arr. Joel Raney 

PRAYER OF ADORATION (Unison) 
All: Loving God, we offer our thanks for the gift of love born to us on this most 

joyous night. Like the shepherds, let us approach the manger with wonder and 
awe. Like the magi, let us come with grateful hearts. And let us open our 
hearts to receive the good news of which the angels sang. On this most holy 
night, we offer our prayers for peace in our world. Help us to make peace 
possible as we follow in the footsteps of the maker of peace who came to us as 
a babe in Bethlehem. Amen. 

 



 

 

*HYMN 133 O Come, All Ye Faithful ADESTE FIDELES 

 



 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Isaiah 9:2-7 

 

*HYMN 121 O Little Town of Bethlehem ST. LOUIS 

 

(Hymn continues on the next page.) 



 

 

NEW TESTAMENT READING:  Luke 2:1-20 

 

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE  Rev. John E. Morgan 

 

*HYMN 115 Away in a Manger MUELLER 

 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
 



 

 

OFFERING 
Thank you for your continued faithful stewardship to WPC. May our offerings continue to 
help us be the light for our neighbors and our siblings in Christ all over the world.  Offering 
envelopes can now be found inside the friendship register book. 

We invite you to make your offering or pledge payment in one of the following ways: 

• You may place your offering in the plates as you exit the 
sanctuary. 

• Click the “Make Online Offering” button below the video window on 
the watch worship services page (www.mywpc.org/streaming/). 

• Scan the QR code at the right to access the online offering form. 

• Mail your offering to the church office. 

 

OFFERTORY While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks Craig Courtney 

While shepherds watched their flocks by night, 
All seated on the ground,  

The angel of the Lord came down,  
And glory shone around. 

“Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread  
Had seized their troubled mind 

“Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
To you and all mankind. 

“To you in David’s town this day 
Is born, of David’s line, 

A Savior, who is Christ the Lord, 
And this shall be the sign: 

“The heavenly babe you there shall find  
To human view displayed, 

All meanly wrapped in swathing bands 
And in a manger laid. 

“All glory be to God on high 
And to the earth be peace: 

Goodwill henceforth from heaven to earth 
Begin and never cease!” 

 



 

 

*DOXOLOGY In the Bleak Midwinter CRANHAM 

 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Williamsburg Presbyterian Church welcomes all who believe in Jesus Christ to share the Sacrament 
of the Lord’s Supper with us today. This evening you should have picked up prefilled communion 
elements from the table as you entered the sanctuary. If you did not, please let an usher know so they 
can bring you one.  Once the Words of Institution are spoken you will be invited to open the bread and 
eat it, followed by the cup. 
 

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (Unison) 
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever.  Amen. 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM 
 



 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 

Leader: God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, has shone in our hearts 
to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  
In Christ was life and the life was the light of all people. 

People: The light shines in the darkness; and the darkness has never been able to 
put it out.  That was the true light, which enlightens everyone that comes 
into the world.  Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; those who follow 
me shall not walk in darkness but shall have the light of life.” 

 

LIGHTING OUR CANDLES 
 

HYMN Silent Night STILLE NACHT 

 (Please remain seated) 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and Child! 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!" 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; 
With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
 



 

 

CHARGE AND BLESSING 

 



 

 

 NEXT SUNDAY IN WORSHIP  

DECEMBER 26, 2021 - 1ST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

The sermon “For the Glory of Your People” will be based on Luke 2:22-38. 

*9:30am service is live-streamed on mywpc.org and YouTube. 
**11:00am service is broadcast on FM93.5 The Burg and AM740. 

*HYMN 134 Joy to the World ANTIOCH 

 

*BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE Hark, the Herald Angels Sing! arr. Harmon 

The service of worship concludes after the postlude.  The music can be enjoyed or used as 
an opportunity for prayer.  You may remain seated; if you wish to depart, please do so 
quietly and without disturbing those who choose to stay. 

 

 THE CHANCEL FLOWERS  

The flowers are given today to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Dr. & Mrs. John M. Pitman, Jr., Reverend. F. W. Pitman, John M. Pitman, Sr., 

Catherine P. Pitman, Mary Sue Pitman Aldrich, Mary L. Pitman, Ella Pitman Jones, 
Lawrence C. Pitman, Mary Phillips Pitman and Lawrence C. Pitman, Jr., 

by Dr. John M. Pitman, III, Second Lieutenant John M. Pitman, IV, 
Annamaria Pitman, Mary Bissell and Bert Pitman. 

 

 THOSE SERVING IN WORSHIP THIS EVENING 

PASTORS 
John E. Morgan, Pastor 
Rachel Hébert, Associate Pastor for Community Care 
Pam Hrncir, Covenant Pastor for Congregational Care 
MUSIC MINISTRY 
Christopher Bechtler, Director of Music Ministries 
Norman Elton, Organist and Director of Westminster Ringers 
Chancel Choir 
USHERS 
Ruth and Tom Cobb, Nancy and Ford Moseley, Rebecca Caprio 
AUDIO AND VIDEO TECHNICIAN 
John Schoenberger 



 

 

WILLIAMSBURG PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
215 RICHMOND ROAD, WILLIAMSBURG, VA  23185 
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 WORDS OF WELCOME AND INFORMATION  

• Welcome to Williamsburg Presbyterian Church! Any Usher (designated with a 
name tag) will be glad to answer your questions, help you find your way around, or 
help you find ways to connect with the ministries and people in this community of 
faith.  Please feel free to ask an usher for large-print worship bulletins and 
directions to the restrooms, coatracks or access ramps. 

• If you would like more information about WPC, please visit the church website 
at mywpc.org and subscribe to receive news from the church office via email. 

• For those of you with a T-coil option installed in your hearing 
aid, our sanctuary includes two loop systems allowing you to 
better understand the spoken word. Although you may find 
adequate reception in many pew seating locations on the main 
floor, the highest signal levels will be between the two lines 
shown in the photo (4th-6th rows) and extends from the center aisle to the pew 
divider in each row. 

• The Christian Education Ministry provides worship bags for children to use 
during the worship service.  You will find them hanging on a rack outside the 
side door to the sanctuary. The worship bags include information, activities, books, 
worship bulletins, and family supplements to help connect children and families 
with the story of Christmas and God with Us. These bags also include 
manipulatives which help children connect to other parts of the service such as 
music, the confession, and prayers at a level they can understand.  Please return 
the worship bags after the service. 


