
     Worthy is the Lamb 
          Revelation 5

I. The Sealed Scroll – 5:1-4
1. John’s eye is drawn to God’s hand – 1
   God is seated on His throne, He is about to speak
     In His right hand is a scroll with writing on both sides
       There are two sides that God wants us to know
            Judgment that awaits those who reject His truth
            Glory of eternal life that awaits those who accept 
            His truth
   John notes this scroll is sealed with 7 seals
      Scroll must be opened for God’s purpose to be fulfilled
       God’s creative purpose is to have fellowship with man
   The entrance of sin has separated man from God
     Breaking the seals means dealing with sin
       Is there no one who can deal with this separation
2. A Mighty angel issues a loud call – 2
   “Who is worthy to open the scroll, break its seals”  
     Will God’s creative purpose ever be fulfilled
   Who is worthy to carry out God’s creative plan?
3. No one is worthy to answer this call – 3
   No one can break the seals, deal with sin
     No one in heaven, on earth, or under the earth
       No one living or dead, angel or human
   No one is worthy to open or look into the scroll
4. John began to weep loudly – 4-5
   What a tragedy, God’s plan can never happen
     His creative plan can never be fulfilled
   One of the elders comforts John with hope – 5
     “Weep no more”

II. The Lion of the Tribe of Judah – 5:5
1. Behold the Lion of Judah – 5
   He is God’s Messiah, the One promised to David
     The Lion – the One chosen of God to rule – Psalm 2
     Root of David – the mighty ruler of Israel – 2 Sam. 7:16
   He has conquered sin and Satan
    The separation between man & God has been removed
2. So He is worthy to open the scroll
   He is worthy to break the seals & fulfill God’s plan
     These 7 seals will bring judgment to rebellious sinners
     It will also bring destruction to this “world system”
     It will also defeat Satan and his kingdom
     It will bring God’s rule of righteousness & peace
       David’s King must rule on this earth
       God’s King will rule in the New Heaven & New Earth

III. The Lamb that was Slain – 5:6-7
1. As John turns he sees a Lamb – 6
   He is between the Throne & 4 living creatures
   And note that He is among the 24 elders
     As Son of Man He has chosen to be among them
   He stands as a Lamb, as one who was slain
     Though humble He is altogether mighty

       With 7 horns – power, authority 
       With 7 eyes – penetrating eyes, discernment
       With 7 spirits of God – in fulness of God’s Spirit
2. He took the scroll from God’s hand – 7
   He accepts the authority to fulfill God’s purpose
     As we continue He opens each seal – Rev. 6

IV. The Lamb is Worthy of Worship – 5:8-14
1. Cherubim & 24 elders bow before Him – 8
   They bow to worship the Lamb of God
     They come with harps to sing His praises
     They come with incense – prayers of the saints
2. They sing a new song – 9-10
   “Worthy are you to take the scroll & open its seals
    for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed 
    people for God from every tribe and language and 
    people and nation, and you made a kingdom and 
    priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth”
      He is worthy to bring God’s plan to fulfillment because 
      He removed the sins which caused the separation 
      between God and man – John 1:29
    As He opens the seals He reveals God’s judgment on
    those who reject
      In these judgments man is given opportunity to 
      to experience separation from God
3. They are joined by the angelic host of heaven – 11-12
   They praised the Lamb with these words
    “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power 
     and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and 
     glory and blessing”
4. All creatures in heaven & earth join – 13
   “To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
    blessing and honor and glory and might forever and 
    ever” 
      Here we see “every knee shall bow and every tongue 
      confess” - Ephesians 2:10-11
5. Cherubim & 24 elders continue their praise – 14
   Cherubim say “Amen” as God’s purpose is sure
     The Cherubim celebrate this great triumph
       Remember one of their number led this rebellion – 
        Ezek. 28:14-17
   Elders fell down and worshipped
     Worshipping the Lamb who redeemed us and all who
     respond – Rev. 22:17 Invitation still goes out to all 
        who will respond



 


