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Mrs. Kay's Corner
The most wonderful time of the year is upon us! I hope that each of you �nds the joy, wonder, and
peace of the season in ways small and large. In the midst of the busy, and sometimes chaotic season,
look for the delight and wonder in your child's face as he sees sparkly lights on a Christmas tree.
Listen for the laughter and singing as she experiences joy in the way only a child can. Taste the
�avors and smell the scents of the holidays with your child for the �rst of many times, remembering
the curiosity and thrill of �nding something new to love and enjoy.
 
I remember those days with my three. The years slipped away faster than I could imagine but the time
spent being in the moment and making memories was time well spent. When my children who are as
old as many of you, ask for the Christmas Elf books, or come home to make fudge with me, or spend
time at my kitchen table playing silly games and laughing until they cry, I remember the magic and joy
of the season. There's nothing like it to �ll this Mama's heart.
 
Well, one thing comes close -spending my days with your children. They remind me every day of the
sacred charge our staff has been given. Your little ones make me think, challenge me to pray for
wisdom and guidance, and always make me laugh! Thank you for sharing your most precious gifts
with the team at AFUMC Weekday Preschool. On behalf of our staff, we wish you a Merry Christmas
�lled with the great gift of love found in the birth of a child!
 
 
Much love,
 
Mrs. Kay

This Month in Chapel
Our chapel theme this month is knowing God sent a savior - Jesus, His son. Our verse is from 1 John
4:10, "God loved us and sent his son." We will hear stories about the birth of Jesus and we will also
learn about waiting with patience during this season of Advent. Finally, we will thank God for the
greatest gift of all.



 
Here are a some books we will enjoy in Chapel that you may want to add to your collection at home.
These books share the Christmas Story in some traditional and non-traditional ways. Two of my
favorites are highlighted in the list. Enjoy some special time reading these together during this special
season.
 
The Silent Noisy Night by Jill Roman Lord
Goodnight Manger by Laura Sassi
Mortimer's Christmas Manger by Jane Chapman (one of Ms. Kay's favorites!)
Santa's Favorite Story by Hisako Aoki (one of my children's favorites from long ago)
A Birthday Party for Jesus by Susan Jones
Humphrey's First Christmas by Carol Heyer (magical illustrations!)

AFUMC Weekday Preschool Christmas Program



 
We are excited to invite our families and special guests to our Christmas Program on Wednesday,
December 7th at 11:15 AM in the Sanctuary of Athens First United Methodist Church. We will be
celebrating with our PreK Christmas Pageant and songs of the season with children in our two-year-
old classes, our three-year old classes, and our PreK classes. There will even be a opportunity for
audience participation so bring lots of Christmas cheer with you!
 
Here are a few things to know about the morning.
 
1. The program will be held in the Sanctuary of the church. You may enter the Sanctuary from
Lumpkin Street at the front entrance of the church. It is helpful if families and guests go straight to
the Sanctuary rather than coming to classrooms as your children will be making last minute
preparations for the program.
 
2. Parking will be available in the two lots across from the church on Hancock St. These lots are
usually gated but will be open the morning of the program. Additional parking is available in the
Downtown Parking Deck on Washington St. There is also very limited parking in metered spaces on
the block around the church.
 
3. Be sure to read any newsletters or mesaages from your child's teacher about what children should
wear for the program.
 
4. You are welcome to take pictures during the program. Ms. Kay will give some guidance that
morning.
 
We can't wait to see you there!
 
Ms. Erin and Ms. Kay,

Reverse Advent Calendar
Join us this Advent season by participating in our Reverse Advent Calendar to stock our church's food
pantry. Here are two ways you can help beginning December 1.
 
1. Pray for the people who will be blessed by this gift. Two prayers we learned in chapel are "Thank
You" and "Help Others."
2. Donate one or more items on or before December 15. We will collect items each morning in the
Galleria.
 
Thank you for helping us remember that God gave his greatest gift in the birth of Jesus. We, too can
give in the same spirit of love and kindness.

Save the Date! AFUMC Weekday Preschool Registration for
the 2023-24 School Year
 
Registration for the 2023-24 school year is just around the corner. We are excited to welcome children
and families to another year of faith, friendship, and learning. Opening on January 23, 2023, for



current families, and on January 30, 2023, for AFUMC members, registration information will be
available on the AFUMC Weekday Preschool webpage later this month. You may also request a tour
through the website. If you have additional questions, please contact Kay Elder, Director at (706) 543-
1442 or kay@athens�rstumc.org
 
http://athens�rstumc.org/weekdaypreschool/ 

Happy Feet
With November coming to an end, I want to express my gratitude to all the wonderful families of
AFUMC Preschool. Thank you for not only sharing your littles with us, but for the generosity you
showed us at our November staff meeting! It is truly a blessing to be part of this community, and I
hope that your little one came home and shared the Turkey Tango with you as my gift.
 
In the upcoming holiday season, I will be bringing the world of ballet to your child. Having grown up in
the ballet studio, and even majoring in dance for 2 years, dancing and watching the Nutcracker is one
of my favorite holiday traditions! This month your child will be learning some ballet basics as they
perform the Toy Soldier March, the Candy Canes dance, and the Mother Ginger polichinelle dance. I’m
so excited to share the joy of ballet with your children, especially during this already joyous season!
Merry Christmas and happy new year!
 
Be sure to check the growing list of Happy Feet hits: https://spoti.�/3zkM4bw
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December Lunch Bunch News
Thank you for signing your children up for Lunch Bunch!! We have had a BLAST spending that extra
hour with them all. They love eating lunch and playing with their school buddies after a busy morning
�lled with instruction. It’s such a great way to work on our manners and our socialization skills as
well. We hope to see more students join us as we begin 2023!!
 
A few reminders:

1. Be sure to make your LB payment NO later than December 5th.
2. Send a copy of your payment receipt to Lhc43@yahoo.com for my records. Thank you!
3. Please pick your child up NO later than 1:00. Our staff has other afternoon responsibilities! Give

yourself plenty of time to get there and park.
4. No peanut butter or any nut products allowed as we have children with nut allergies! Read all

labels.
5. Please don’t send candy as they tend to eat that �rst…wouldn’t you?!?
�. Let us know of any carpool changes in writing as we know that sitters may change with the

beginning of a new semester.
7. All students who stay for Lunch Bunch MUST be TOTALLY self-su�cient in going to the

bathroom, washing hands, and feeding themselves.
�. During inclement weather, we will be playing in the gym so come on in to the gym to sign your

child out.
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9. Please say a huge thank you to those sweet teachers who are willing to stay and work that extra
hour! I couldn’t do it without them!! They are the best!!

 
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out to me. Thank you again for your
support of our Lunch Bunch Program!!
 
Merry Christmas!
 
Mrs. Libby
5 Day 3’s Lead Teacher/Lunch Bunch Coordinator
 
Libby Carson lhc43@yahoo.com 706-540-9827

Important Dates
December 1 Tuition Due (NOTE: This should be your 5th tuition payment of the year).
December 1 Reverse Advent Giving Begins
December 7 Preschool Christmas Program
December 15 Last Day of Preschool before Christmas Holidays
December 15 Last Day for Donations for Reverse Advent Giving
December 16 Student Holiday/Teacher Workday
week of December 19 Preschool CLOSED for Christmas Holidays
week of December 26 Preschool CLOSED for Christmas Holidays
 
week of January 2 Preschool CLOSED for Christmas/New Year's Holidays
January 9 Preschool reopens
January 16 Preschool CLOSED for MLK Holiday
January 23 Registration for the 2023-24 School Year begins for currently enrolled families
January 30 Registration for the 2023-24 School Year begins for AFUMC members
February 6 Registration for the 2023-24 School Year begins for the general public
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