
          Dear Incoming Fifth Graders, 

Reading is exercise for the brain.  It helps relieve stress 

while growing vocabulary.  You are asked to read two books, 

one required and at least one from the longer list below.  You 

are encouraged to read more on the list or other books of 

your own choosing.  Have a safe and happy summer vacation!  

 Required: All students must read Island of the Blue 
Dolphins by Scott O'Dell  

 Required: All students must choose a second book from 
the list below and complete a response assignment (see 
below)  

Reading Selection: 

 Because of Mr. Terupt (Series) by Rob Buyea   

 Hatchet by Gary Paulsen  

 Chains by Laurie Halse Anderson  

 Amal Unbound by Aisha Saeed              

 Unstoppable by Tim Green                                     

 Steel Trapp by Ridley Pearson                              

 Tangerine by Edward Bloor            

 Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai  

 Peak by Roland Smith                                   

 The Warm Place by Nancy Farmer  

 Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech   

 Chasing Redbird by Sharon Creech 

 Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt 

 City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrarau       

 Persey Jackson and the Olympians Series  

by Rick Riordan 

 The Witches by Roald Dahl                                  

 Wings of Fire (Series) by Tui T. Sutherland     

 Airborn by Kenneth Oppel                                     

 Rising Above by Gregory Zuckerman                 

 Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Wilson    

 

 OPTIONAL (Extra Credit):  Memorize one poem of your choice (twelve lines or more) or 
memorize a section from a longer poem (twelve lines or more).  Be prepared to recite 
and analyze it in the fall. Avoid silly poems like Shel Silverstein as they are hard to 
analyze.  
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MENU OF READING RESPONSES 

 
Choose one of the reading responses below to complete after reading a novel of your choice.  
Your reading response is due no later than Friday, September 2nd.  All written responses 
should be a minimum of one page typed in 12 pt. Font, Times New Roman, and double spaced. 
 
 

WRITE A DIARY FROM THE POINT 
OF VIEW OF ONE OF THE 

CHARACTERS: Imagine you are a 
character in your book. Write diary 

entries (3-5) for a few days to a 
week as the character would have 

written entries. 

WRITE A BOOK REVIEW OF THE BOOK: 
Explain why you would (or wouldn’t) 
recommend the book to your peers 

and review/evaluate the book 
compared to other books of the same 

genre. 

THE WRITTEN WORD VERSUS THE 
VIDEO: Compare the book to the 

movie or television version of it. What 
aspects of the book have been altered 
for the visual performance and why? 
Do these alterations make the story 

"better"? Why or why not? 

WRITE THE STORY FROM A 
DIFFERENT POINT OF VIEW: Take a 
part of the story and write a version 

as someone else would tell it. 

WRITE A TELEPHONE OR TEXT 
CONVERSATION BETWEEN TWO OF 
THE MAIN CHARACTERS: Include an 

analysis of the conversation. 

SPONSOR A BOOK CLUB DISCUSSION 
ABOUT THE BOOK: Document 

attendees, date and include an analysis 
of the discussion. 

WRITE A PARODY OF THE BOOK: 
Parody a summary of the book or a 

relationship or a key event in the 
text. 

WRITE A POEM: Write a poem about 
one of the characters or some event in 
the book.  (Minimum of twenty lines, 

five stanzas of four lines each) 

CREATE A MOSAIC OF QUOTES, 
THOUGHTS, IDEAS AND PICTURES 
ANALYZING KEY THEMES IN THE 

BOOK: If the mosaic is too large, you 
may bring a picture of it to school. 

DESIGN THE FRONT PAGE OF A 
NEWSPAPER SET IN YOUR BOOK’S 
TIME PERIOD: Write a short news 

story explaining the implications of 
a major event in your book. 

CREATE A DOUBLE ENTRY JOURNAL 
FOR THE BOOK: Write text-based 

quotes on one side of the journal, and 
write reflections and questions on the 

other side. 

CORRESPOND WITH ANOTHER 
CHARACTER: Pretend that you are one 
character in the book. Write a letter to 

another character to express your 
appreciation, respect or 

disappointment. 

CONNECT THE BOOK TO A FAMILY 
EVENT: Write a reflection about 

how your book is similar to a family 
event (i.e., wedding or reunion) or 

activity you did this year. 

GRADE YOUR CHARACTER: Evaluate a 
character’s skills at reflecting and 

communicating. Assign a letter grade 
for each of those skills (and any 
additional skills you select). Use 

specific text examples to justify why 
you assign the character an A, B, C, D 

or F. 

PUT TOGETHER A CAST FOR THE FILM 
VERSION OF THE BOOK: Decide which 

current actors and actresses would 
best play the roles. Include brief 

descriptions of the stars and tell why 
each is "perfect" for the part. 

 


