
 

 
“10 Things We Want Parents to Know About Student Ministry” 

By Joe Landi and the KSM Staff 
 

1. We love your kids! When most of the world is running away from teenagers, our student 
ministry staff and volunteer leaders are running towards them. We serve in student ministry 
because we love students and we want them to fall in love with Jesus. It’s really not an 
understatement to say that many times we wake up thinking about the spiritual health of 
the kids in our ministry. I know I’ve personally awoken in the middle of the night on 
numerous occasions thinking about and often praying for students and their relationship 
with Jesus. What this means is we didn’t begin serving in student ministry because we 
wanted to police kids or because it was just a job. We feel God’s call to make an eternal 
difference in a young person’s life and it’s His call that motivates us each year. Please know 
our team thanks God for the opportunity to serve in student ministry and love your kids! 
 

2. We’re obligated to every student in our ministry. Even though our student ministry staff 
loves your kids, we believe strongly that, “Nobody loves their kids more than their parents.” 
As a parent myself, no one loves my kids more than me. I’m going to advocate, fight for, 
defend and make them my first priority. You should too as a parent. We know you love 
your kids more than we ever will – and rightfully so! That being said, please understand 
our team cannot have this same mindset. We’re called to love and support every student in 
our ministry. This presents numerous challenges as we have many competing priorities, 
family dynamics, financial situations, schedules, friend groups and decisions to pray and 
wade through. It’s not an understatement to say when we make a decision for one student 
or family, it has the potential to impact other families or the student ministry as a whole. 
Our staff accepts these challenges and through prayer and wise counsel attempts to make 
the best decisions for your kid(s) and our student ministry. Again, please trust we are doing 
our best for you, your family and all families of Kingsland.  

 
3. We will point your kids back to you. Many times we are the first person your students 

come to with a problem. This means we may have some hard conversations with your kids 
and encourage them to come talk to you. We work under the philosophy of, “If I were a 
parent, would I want to know this about my teen?” Parents, please know this isn’t always 
easy and it puts us in some very difficult positions. We understand the importance of 
building trust with students allows them to open up about their lives and they may not want 
to talk to you as their parents. However, we are constantly working under the principle 
mentioned above which, we believe, most parents appreciate. Our biggest ask is that when 
your kids do bring these hard conversations to you, you remember the “10 Second 
Principle” and meet them with grace, forgiveness and wisdom. You truly are the biggest 



 

influence in your child’s life. We have seen God work so powerfully when these hard 
conversations are done well. Please remember we always want to partner with you in any 
way we can in these conversations. 
“10 Second Principle” can be found at: 
https://www.facebook.com/kingslandbaptistchurch/videos/608165636359079/ 

 
4. We all need to grow as parents and student ministry leaders. The student ministry here 

at Kingsland is not perfect. We understand this and we are constantly seeking to grow and 
improve as leaders. We believe the more we grow and the better we’re equipped at serving 
families, the healthier our students become and the stronger their faith grows. In the same 
way, the more we as parents grow as the primary disciple-makers of our families, the 
healthier our church and student ministry becomes. This means we want to encourage you 
to take every advantage of the Family Ministry Conferences, Free Resources, Parent Open 
Forums, Milestones and Teachings we provide here at Kingsland. These resources aren’t 
for “failing” parents. They are for ALL parents. Parenting is one of the most difficult, yet 
important undertakings we will ever embark. Let’s grow together and impact our kids for 
eternity!  

 
5. There are no “quick fixes.” It would definitely be nice if our kids came with a manual 

when they were born to help us know what to do when they mess up. But that’s simply not 
the case. We’ve had parents ask us to meet with their sons or daughters throughout the 
years to “talk some sense into them.” We will definitely set up a time to meet with your 
son or daughter and do everything we can to stir them towards Jesus. We may even suggest 
meeting with the entire family depending on the situation or refer your family to the Family 
Freedom Resource Center if further counseling is needed. But please remember, there are 
no “quick fixes” in the spiritual life of anyone, much less a teenager. As a student ministry 
team and even as parents, we can’t change the heart of a student. That’s the Holy Spirit’s 
job. However, what we can all do is continually pray for our kids and cultivate an 
environment for them to fall in love with Jesus and own their faith. Again, this starts with 
prayer and us as parents.  

 
6. Communication is key. Parents, can I confess something to you? Our staff and volunteer 

leaders aren’t always sure how best to support you. Furthermore, we’re not always sure if 
you understand and support what we’re trying to accomplish in the discipleship of students 
here at Kingsland. As you can imagine, communication is so important in these areas and 
it ultimately impacts our families. The KSM staff would love nothing more than to meet 
one on one with you if you have a question, concern or need more clarity. We don’t always 
know what those may be unless parents and/or students share them with us. You can find 
each of our emails on the Kingsland website or at the end of this document if you want to 
reach out and meet. Of course, we wouldn’t mind a word of encouragement, friendly email 



 

or supportive text every once in a while as well! Please feel free to invite our staff and 
volunteer leaders to give you feedback and updates on how things are going with your son 
or daughter. This opens up lines of communication, which are so helpful, and ultimately 
blesses and helps our students.  

 
7. A parent’s attitude towards church influences their kid’s attitudes towards church. 

Parents, our attitude towards church (as most things) communicates something to our kids. 
It communicates what is important and what is not. If church is not a priority for you and 
other activities constantly take precedence over opportunities for spiritual growth that 
communicates something to our kids. Does that mean our families need to be at the church 
every time the doors are open? Of course not! We need our families at baseball 
games/practices or at band competitions and dance recitals to be light and engage the world 
with the Gospel. However, if your kids had the same desire and excitement to be a part of 
the body of Christ as you do, would that delight you or discourage you? Naturally, we can’t 
always control our kids’ attitude for church (or anything!), but we can model and teach 
them the importance of being a part of a body of believers. If anything is hindering their 
desire to be involved in the student ministry, please let us know and we will partner with 
you to do everything we can to help get them connected! 

 
8. Stay vigilant. Most parents want to believe the best of their kids and that their kids would 

never get involved with (fill in the blank). There’s nothing wrong with wanting to believe 
this. But parents, unfortunately, sin is so enticing and the plethora of vices and temptations 
that kids face these days is truly daunting. We share this not to scare you, but to encourage 
you to stay actively and intimately involved in the affairs of your kids. We’ve spoken with 
many parents who’ve shared how they “buried their heads in the sand” only to find out later 
their kids were struggling significantly, getting deeper and deeper into destructive 
activities. Parents, you are the first line of defense. There are many ways you can stay 
vigilant and connected to your kids. And there are many resources out there! Many of these 
are shared through our Family Freedom Resource Center, on our Kingsland App, through 
Parent Open Forums and through Milestone classes. Please reach out to the KSM for more 
information and how to stay equipped and resourced!  

 
9. We need your prayers! Parents, as mentioned, we understand we are not the perfect 

student ministry and unfortunately, we most likely never will be. Our KSM staff makes 
mistakes and certainly doesn’t have everything figured out. Please be patient and 
communicate with us often as we seek to learn, grow and get better equipped at serving our 
families at Kingsland. We really hope by now you’ve realized we desperately need your 
prayers. Please remember to pray for the ministry and us. We even ask you to pray for us 
with your kids. We have seen and felt God answer prayers numerous times as we’ve served 
in student ministry. Prayer matters and prayer works. We believe nothing eternally 



 

significant happens apart from prayer. We are constantly praying for you as parents, your 
families and certainly your teenagers. We pray often for each other and we pray often for 
our volunteer leaders. Our staff would love to hear how we can pray for you and your 
family through email, text or in person.  

 
10. Enjoy this season! I remember observing my first Senior Sunday here at Kingsland. As I 

looked up at our seniors on stage and celebrated their great accomplishments the thought 
hit me: “My son is six years old. He’s a third of the way there already. Sooner than I want 
to realize, he will be standing on that stage graduating and leaving home.” We have a bold, 
ten-year vision here at Kingsland to reach 10,000 homes for Christ. We realize within 10 
years, our current students may be husbands, wives, fathers, mothers and/or leaders within 
the community. We pray and envision a generation of disciple-makers who, changed by 
the Gospel, will influence their homes, churches and communities for Christ. As a parent, 
I look forward to the day my wife and I send our son and daughter out from our home to 
go and influence the world for Christ (Psalm 127). I want to be a part of a legacy in our 
home that changes generations through the Gospel. Parents, let’s enjoy this journey, with 
its ups and downs and not miss the wonderful privilege and challenge of raising faithful 
sons and daughters. Together, I have no doubt our prayers will be realized!  

 
Please make it a point to visit the Empowered Homes website at empoweredhomes.org for 
more resources and tips on personal growth, marriage and family!  

 
Together, 
 
Joe and the KSM Team 

 
Parents, if you ever need to contact or meet with our student ministry staff, the best way to 
do so is to email us. You can find our emails here: 
 
Joe Landi   jlandi@kingsland.org  
Curtis Lane   clane@kingsland.org 
Chris Kincaid  ckincaid@kingsland.org 
Kayla Self   kself@kingsland.org 
Shannon Rodrigues srodrigues@kingsland.org 
Amber Tullos  atullos@kingsland.org 
Yolanda Winsor  ywinsor@kingsland.org 


