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Each person involved in leading worship today (ministers and choir)
has provided proof of being fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Masks are now optional for worship and in small group
settings for adults. Until notified otherwise, children and youth will be masked

while indoors in their small groups, but masks will be optional for them while outside.

Childcare is available for children ages birth – kindergarten. Please see a greeter for more information.
Worship activities for children are available in the Narthex. 

Prelude John Richardson, organ
“Beside the Still Waters”  Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947)

Call to Worship and Invocation Rev. Joe Aldrich

*Opening Hymn
“Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” (stanzas 1-3)  ST. DENIO

Welcome of Our Guests Rev. Carrie Veal

If you are our guest today, please text “guest” to 980.340.8900
so we may offer you our gratitude for joining us today.

*Passing of the Peace

Gospel Reading - Luke 16:1-13 (Inclusive Adapted) Rosemary, Danielle, and Annabella Gnilka 

Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a wealthy landowner who, having received
reports of a steward squandering the property, summoned the steward and said, ‘What’s
this I hear about you? Give me an account of your management, for it’s about to come to an
end.’ The steward thought, ‘What will I do next? My employer is going to fire me. I can’t dig
ditches, I’m ashamed to beg. I have it! Here’s a way to make sure that people will take me
into their homes when I’m let go.’

“So the steward called in each of the landowner’s debtors. The steward said to the first,
‘How much do you owe my employer?’ The debtor replied, ‘A hundred jars of olive oil.’ The
steward said, ‘Take your invoice, sit down quickly and make it fifty.’ To another the steward
said, ‘How much do you owe?’ The answer came, ‘A hundred measures of wheat,’ and the
steward said, ‘Take your invoice and make it eighty.

“Upon hearing this, the owner praised the dishonest steward for acting wisely! Why?
Because the children of this world are wiser in dealing with their own generation than are
the children of light. So I tell you: make friends for ourselves by means of dishonest wealth,
so that when it is gone, you’ll be welcomed into an eternal home. ‘Whoever is faithful in a
very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in
much. If then you have not been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you
the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with what belongs to another, who will
give you what is your own? No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one
and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and wealth.’”

Inspired by the bold and boundless hospitality of Jesus, we are “open to all,” which means we welcome and accept
all people into the life of our Church without regard to race, gender, sexual orientation, age, economic status,

political affiliation, physical or mental capacity, or religious belief. We believe that God’s call is given
to all people, and we embrace the Spirit that continues to cross boundaries in order to unite the world.

___________________________
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 2



Leader: For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.

People: Thanks be to God.

As the hymn begins, 1st – 5th graders are invited to leave for a Children’s Worship Time.
They will exit at the front of the Sanctuary by the piano and return there where

parents may pick them up at the end of worship. 

*Sermon Hymn
“Be Thou My Vision” (stanzas 1-3) SLANE

Sermon Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell
“The Wisdom of Forgiveness”

Invitation to Silent Reflection/Confession Rev. Joe Aldrich

Church at Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our God who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Invitation to Offering
There are several ways to give:

scan the QR code below, go to pushpay.com/g/myersparkbaptist, 
contact Rev. Leigh Anne Duncan, or drop your offering in the plate.

Offertory Anthem Chancel Choir
“What Does the Lord Require?”       Eric Nelson (contemporary)

What does the Lord require for praise and offering? 
What sacrifice, desire, or tribute bid you bring? 
To do justice; love mercy; and walk humbly with your God.
Rulers of earth, give ear! Should you not justice know? 
Will God your pleading hear, while crime and cruelty grow? 
Then do justice; love mercy; and walk humbly with your God.
How shall our life fulfill God’s law so high? 
Let Christ endue our will with grace.
Then do justice; love mercy; and walk humbly with your God.

*Presentation of Gifts and the Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures, here below. Alleluia. Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Alleluia. Alleluia.

*Prayer of Dedication Rev. Carrie Veal
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*Closing Hymn See page 7.
“Take My Life” (stanzas 1, 2, 4)  HENDON

Benediction Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell

Postlude John Richardson, organ
“Trumpet Tune”  Michael Porr (b. 1967)

If you are our guest today, please connect with a
minister after worship and receive a Welcome bag.

Please join us on the patio after worship for a “Meet & Greet!”

Childcare for children ages birth to Kindergarten will be provided until noon.

Leading worship today with Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell, Senior Minister,
are Rev. Carrie Veal, Executive Minister of Community and Engagement,

Rev. Joe Aldrich, Executive Minister of Caregiving and Leadership,
and Rosemary, Danielle, and Annabella Gnilka, Members of the Children’s Ministry.

Leading worship through music are
Frances L. Morrison, Interim Minister of Music and Worship,

Members of the Chancel Choir,
and John Richardson, Organist.

 
Audio/Video Team Members are Wes Cobb, Joe Kuhlmann,

Hannah Combs and volunteers.

All scriptures, unless otherwise noted, are from 
Rev. Wil Gafney, Ph.D, “A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, Year W.”

                 
We are affiliated with                                  
allianceofbaptists.org                                   

 

�

HOW TO JOIN MYERS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

Becoming a member of Myers Park Baptist is as simple as filling out a Joining Card. 
To receive a card or learn more, contact Rev. Carrie Veal at cveal@myersparkbaptist.org.

�
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MP 48 Immortal Invisible st 1-3

(stanzas 1-3)
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(stanzas 1-3)
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st 1,2,4

(stanzas 1, 2, 4)
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Our Covenant

We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith.  By
God’s grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the
faithful.  We are discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our
responsibility to be faithful stewards of our lives and of this world.

We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith.  We will
sustain a critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active
presence in the world.  We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an
opportunity for growth toward maturity.  We covenant to be a community of God’s New
Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to none.

We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an
instrument for reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the
dedication of our personal and material resources and by all the other ways we express the
significance of our lives with God and one another.

We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the
world, believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth.

We occasionally take photographs during our worship service. If you would prefer not to be included, 
please contact Laura Geer | Communications Director | lgeer@myersparkbaptist.org. 
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