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The Worship of God

The 8th Sunday After Pentecost
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Each person involved in leading worship today (ministers and choir)
has provided proof of being fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Masks are now optional for worship and in small group
settings for adults. Until notified otherwise, children and youth will be masked

while indoors in their small groups, but masks will be optional for them while outside.

Childcare is available for children ages birth – 5 years. Please see a greeter for more information.
Worship activities for children are available in the Narthex. 

Prelude John Richardson, piano
“Jesus Loves Me”  Timothy Bellflowers

Call to Worship and Invocation Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell

Opening Hymn See page 6.
 “God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us”  OQUANTA QUALIA

Moment for Engagement

Welcome of Our Guests Rev. Carrie Veal

If you are our guest today, please text “guest” to 980.340.8900
so we may offer you our gratitude for joining us today.

*Passing of the Peace

Hebrew Scripture Reading - Hosea 11:1-11 Rev. Tara Gibbs

When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my son.  The more I
called them, the more they went from me; they kept sacrificing to the Baals, and
offering incense to idols.  Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, I took them
up in my arms; but they did not know that I healed them.  I led them with cords
of human kindness, with bands of love. I was to them like those who lift infants
to their cheeks. I bent down to them and fed them.  They shall return to the land
of Egypt, and Assyria shall be their king, because they have refused to return to
me.  The sword rages in their cities, it consumes their oracle-priests, and devours
because of their schemes.  My people are bent on turning away from me. To the
Most High they call, but he does not raise them up at all.  How can I give you up,
Ephraim? How can I hand you over, O Israel? How can I make you like Admah?
How can I treat you like Zeboiim? My heart recoils within me; my compassion
grows warm and tender.  I will not execute my fierce anger; I will not again
destroy Ephraim; for I am God and no mortal, the Holy One in your midst, and I
will not come in wrath.  They shall go after the Lord, who roars like a lion; when
he roars, his children shall come trembling from the west.  They shall come
trembling like birds from Egypt, and like doves from the land of Assyria; and I will
return them to their homes, says the Lord.

Epistle Reading - Colassians 3:1-11

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.  Set your minds on things that are
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all people into the life of our Church without regard to race, gender, sexual orientation, age, economic status,
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to all people, and we embrace the Spirit that continues to cross boundaries in order to unite the world.
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above, not on things that are on earth,  for you have died, and your life is hidden
with Christ in God.  When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be
revealed with him in glory.  Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly:
fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry).  On
account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are disobedient. 
These are the ways you also once followed, when you were living that life.  But
now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, slander, and
abusive language from your mouth.  Do not lie to one another, seeing that you
have stripped off the old self with its practices  and have clothed yourselves with
the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its
creator.  In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and
uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

Leader: For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.

People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Anthem
“O Love, How Deep”        Everett Titcomb

O love, how deep, how broad, how high,  beyond all thought and fantasy, 
that God, the Son of God, should take  our mortal form for mortals' sake!   
For us he prayed, for us he taught;  for us his daily works he wrought,  
by words and signs and actions thus  still seeking not himself but us.   
All glory to our Lord and God  for love so deep, so high, so broad,  
the Trinity whom we adore  forever and forevermore.
--15th Century Latin Text, tr. Benjamin Webb

Sermon Dr. Bill Leonard
“Forsaking Baal for the God Who is in Recovery”

Invitation to Silent Reflection/Confession Rev. Tara Gibbs

Church at Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our God who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Invitation to Offering
There are several ways to give:

scan the QR code below, go to pushpay.com/g/myersparkbaptist, 
contact Rev. Joe Aldrich, or drop your offering in the plate.

Offertory John Richardson, piano
“Choose Love”  Mark Miller
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*Presentation of Gifts and the Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures, here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Rev. Tara Gibbs

*Closing Hymn See page 7.
“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”   BEECHER 

Benediction Dr. Bill Leonard

Postlude John Richardson, piano
“Springs of Living Water”  John Richardson

Following worship, please join us on the front porch for lemonade,
followed by Sermon TalkBack at 11:15a in the Sanctuary.

If you are our guest today, please connect with a
minister after worship and receive a Welcome bag.

Childcare for children ages birth to Kindergarten will be provided through TalkBack.

Leading worship today with Dr. Bill Leonard, Guest Proclaimer,
are Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell, Senior Minister,

Rev. Carrie Veal, Executive Minister of Community and Engagement,
and Rev. Tara Gibbs, Minister of Youth and College.

Leading worship through music are
Dr. Matt Caine, Minister of Music and Worship,

Members of the Chancel Choir,
and John Richardson, Organist.

�

The acolytes are members of the Youth and College Ministry.

�

Flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and  in loving memory of 
the lives and marriage of Jim and Ann Berry 

by their daughter, Carol Leinbach and her husband, Leon.

�

We give God thanks for the ministry and work of Rev. Leigh Anne Hagerman,
Campus Administrator, who joined our staff on August 1, 2017.

�
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We are affiliated with                                  
allianceofbaptists.org                                   

 

�

HOW TO JOIN MYERS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

Becoming a member of Myers Park Baptist is as simple as filling out a Joining Card. 
To receive a card or learn more, contact Rev. Carrie Veal at cveal@myersparkbaptist.org.

�

We occasionally take photographs during our worship service.
If you would prefer not to be included, please contact

Laura Geer, Director of Communications, at lgeer@myersparkbaptist.org. 
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 “O God of Compassion, in Mercy Befriend Us”  

G2G 436
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“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”   

MPBC 329
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Our Covenant

We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith.  By
God’s grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the
faithful.  We are discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our
responsibility to be faithful stewards of our lives and of this world.

We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith.  We will
sustain a critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active
presence in the world.  We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an
opportunity for growth toward maturity.  We covenant to be a community of God’s New
Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to none.

We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an
instrument for reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the
dedication of our personal and material resources and by all the other ways we express the
significance of our lives with God and one another.

We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the
world, believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth.
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Our Ministers

Rev. Dr. Benjamin Boswell  |  Senior Minister

bboswell@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Joseph Aldrich  |  Executive Minister of Caregiving & Leadership 

jaldrich@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Mia McClain | Associate Minister of Faith Formation & Outreach

mmcclain@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Carrie Veal | Executive Minister of Community & Engagement

cveal@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Tara Gibbs | Minister of Youth & College

tgibbs@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Leigh Anne Hagerman | Campus Administrator

lhagerman@myersparkbaptist.org

Dr. Matt Caine | Minister of Music & Worship

mcaine@myersparkbaptist.org

Charlotte Judge | Associate Director of Music

cjudge@myersparkbaptist.org

John Richardson | Organist

jrichardson@myersparkbaptist.org


