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Each person involved in leading worship today (ministers and choir)
has provided proof of being fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Masks are now optional for worship and in small group
settings for adults. Until notified otherwise, children and youth will be masked

while indoors in their small groups, but masks will be optional for them while outside.

Childcare is available for children ages birth – 5 years. Please see a greeter for more information.
Worship activities for children are available in the Narthex. 

Prelude John Richardson, piano
“Be Thou My Vision”  John Richardson (contemporary)

Call to Worship and Invocation Rev. Tara Gibbs

*Opening Hymn See page 6.
“Our God, Our Help In Ages Past” (v. 1, 4, 5, 6)   ST. ANNE

Welcome of Our Guests Rev. Tara Gibbs

If you are our guest today, please text “guest” to 980.340.8900
so we may offer you our gratitude for joining us today.

*Passing of the Peace

Hebrew Scripture Reading - Isaiah 5:1-7 (NRSV)       Rev. Tara Gibbs

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song concerning his vineyard: My beloved
had a vineyard on a very fertile hill.  He dug it and cleared it of stones, and
planted it with choice vines; he built a watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed
out a wine vat in it; he expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild grapes.  And
now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and people of Judah, judge between me and my
vineyard.  What more was there to do for my vineyard that I have not done in it?
When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?  And now I will
tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be
devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down.  I will make it
a waste; it shall not be pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with briers and
thorns; I will also command the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.  For the
vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the people of Judah are
his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but saw bloodshed; righteousness, but
heard a cry!

Gospel Reading - Luke 12:49-56 (NRSV)

“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!  I have a
baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is
completed!  Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell
you, but rather division!  From now on five in one household will be divided, three
against two and two against three;  they will be divided: father against son and
son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother,
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against
mother-in-law.”  He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the
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west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens.  And when you
see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it
happens.  You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth
and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”

Leader: For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.

People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Anthem
 "From Age to Age Thou Art God"                   Anna Laura Page (contemporary)

“Lord, thou hast been our refuge, from generation to generation,
Before the mountains were brought forth
Or earth and world were born in travail, 
From age to age, everlasting: Thou art God.

For in thy sight a thousand years are as yesterday.
Teach us, Lord, to order our days rightly 
That we may enter the gate of Wisdom.

Satisfy us with thy love
When each morning breaks,
That we may sing for joy and be glad.

Show us, thy servants, thy deeds,
And thy children thy majesty.
May all delightful things be ours.
Establish firmly all we do.
Thou art God, O Lord, our God.”

—Psalm 90:1-2, 4, 12, 14, 16
para. Anna Laura Page

Sermon Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell
“Interpreting the Times”

Invitation to Silent Reflection/Confession Rev. Tara Gibbs

Church at Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our God who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Invitation to Offering
There are several ways to give:

scan the QR code below, go to pushpay.com/g/myersparkbaptist, 
contact Rev. Joe Aldrich, or drop your offering in the plate.
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Offertory Anthem Chancel Choir
 “Be Thou My Vision”            John Rutter (contemporary)

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart 
Be all else but naught to me, save that thou art 
Be thou my best thought in the day and the night 
Both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light 

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word 
Be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord 
Be thou my great parent, and I thy true child
Be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one 

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight
Be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might
Be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower 
O raise thou me heavenward, great power of my power

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise 
Be thou mine inheritance now and always
Be thou and thou only the first in my heart 
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art

Great God of heaven, thou heaven’s bright sun 
O grant me its joys after victory is won 
Great heart of my own heart, whatever befall 
Still be thou my vision, O ruler of all.

--attr. Eochaid mac Colla (c. 560 – 640); trans. Mary Elizabeth Byrne

*Presentation of Gifts and the Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures, here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Rev. Tara Gibbs

*Closing Hymn See page 7.
“God of Grace and God of Glory”               CWM RHONDDA

Benediction Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell

Postlude John Richardson, organ
“CWM Rhondda” Paul Manz (1919-2009)

Following worship, please join us on the front porch for lemonade,
followed by Sermon TalkBack at 11:15a in the Sanctuary.

If you are our guest today, please connect with a
minister after worship and receive a Welcome bag.

Childcare for children ages birth to Kindergarten will be provided through TalkBack.
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Leading worship today with Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell, Senior Minister,
is Rev. Tara Gibbs, Minister of Youth and College.

Leading worship through music are
Dr. Matt Caine, Minister of Music and Worship,

Members of the Chancel Choir,
and John Richardson, Organist.

�

All scriptures, unless otherwise noted, are from 
Rev. Wil Gafney, Ph.D, “A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, Year W.”

�

                 
We are affiliated with                                  
allianceofbaptists.org                                   

 

�

HOW TO JOIN MYERS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

Becoming a member of Myers Park Baptist is as simple as filling out a Joining Card. 
To receive a card or learn more, contact Rev. Carrie Veal at cveal@myersparkbaptist.org.

�

We occasionally take photographs during our worship service.
If you would prefer not to be included, please contact

Laura Geer, Director of Communications, at lgeer@myersparkbaptist.org. 
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 (v. 1, 4, 5, 6) 
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Our Covenant

We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith.  By
God’s grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the
faithful.  We are discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our
responsibility to be faithful stewards of our lives and of this world.

We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith.  We will
sustain a critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active
presence in the world.  We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an
opportunity for growth toward maturity.  We covenant to be a community of God’s New
Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to none.

We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an
instrument for reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the
dedication of our personal and material resources and by all the other ways we express the
significance of our lives with God and one another.

We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the
world, believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth.
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Our Ministers

Rev. Dr. Benjamin Boswell  |  Senior Minister

bboswell@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Joseph Aldrich  |  Executive Minister of Caregiving & Leadership 

jaldrich@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Mia McClain | Associate Minister of Faith Formation & Outreach

mmcclain@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Carrie Veal | Executive Minister of Community & Engagement

cveal@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Tara Gibbs | Minister of Youth & College

tgibbs@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Leigh Anne Hagerman | Campus Administrator

lhagerman@myersparkbaptist.org

Dr. Matt Caine | Minister of Music & Worship

mcaine@myersparkbaptist.org

Charlotte Judge | Associate Director of Music

cjudge@myersparkbaptist.org

John Richardson | Organist

jrichardson@myersparkbaptist.org


