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The Worship of God
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Each person involved in leading worship today (ministers and choir)
has provided proof of being fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Masks are now optional for worship and in small group
settings for adults. Until notified otherwise, children and youth will be masked

while indoors in their small groups, but masks will be optional for them while outside.

Childcare is available for children ages birth – 5 years. Please see a greeter for more information.
Worship activities for children are available in the Narthex. 

Prelude John Richardson, organ
“A Mighty Fortress is our God”  Timothy Albrecht (contemporary)

Introit Chancel Choir
“Pray that Jerusalem May Have Peace”      Bob Chilcott (contemporary)

Pray that Jerusalem may have peace and felicity;
Let them that love thee and thy peace have still prosperity.

Behold how good a thing it is, and how becoming well,
Together such as brethren are in unity to dwell.

Therefore, I wish that peace may still within thy walls remain,
And ever may thy palaces prosperity retain.

Now, for my friends’ and brethren’s sake,
Peace be in thee, I’ll say;
And for the house of God our Lord I’ll seek thy good alway.

--Words from the 1660 Scottish Psalter

Call to Worship and Invocation Rev. Joe Aldrich

*Opening Hymn See page 6.
 “We Utter Our Cry” (v. 1, 3, 4, 6)    LYONS

Moment for Engagement Rev. Tara Gibbs

Welcome of Our Guests

If you are our guest today, please text “guest” to 980.340.8900
so we may offer you our gratitude for joining us today.

*Passing of the Peace

Epistle Reading - Galatians 5:1, 13-25 (Gaffney and NRSV)       Victoria Yeghoyan

For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of
slavery. 

Now you were called to freedom, sisters and brothers. Only let not your freedom be an opportunity
for self-centeredness, but through love become slaves to one another. For the whole Teaching is
summed up in a single commandment, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” Yet, if you bite and
devour one another, see to it that you are not consumed by one another.

Inspired by the bold and boundless hospitality of Jesus, we are “open to all,” which means we welcome and accept
all people into the life of our Church without regard to race, gender, sexual orientation, age, economic status,

political affiliation, physical or mental capacity, or religious belief. We believe that God’s call is given
to all people, and we embrace the Spirit that continues to cross boundaries in order to unite the world.

___________________________
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 2



I say this, walk in the Spirit and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. For what the flesh desires is
contrary to the Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is contrary to the flesh; for these are in opposition
to each other, to prevent you from doing whatever you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are
not under [the power of] law. Now the works of the flesh are plain. They are: sexual immorality,
impurity, lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions,
heretical schisms, envy, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these of which you all were
[warned] before: those who do such things will not inherit the majesty of God.

By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against such things. And those who belong to Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also be
guided by the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, competing against one another, envying one
another.

Leader: For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.

People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Anthem
“Let There Be Justice for All” from The Peacemakers   Karl Jenkins (contemporary)

After climbing a great hill, one finds that there are many more hills to climb. I have taken a moment
here to rest, to steal a view of the glorious vista that surrounds me, to look back on the distance I
have come. But I can rest only for a moment, for with freedom comes responsibilities, and I dare not
linger, for my long walk is not yet ended.

Let there be justice for all. Let there be peace for all. Let there be work, bread, water, and salt for all.
Let each know that for each the body, the mind, and the soul have been freed to fulfill themselves.

—Nelson Mandela, The Long Walk to Freedom (1995)

Chancel Choir; Emily Chatham, violin; John Richardson, piano; Jim Brock, percussion

Sermon Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell
“Freedom for Its Own Sake”

Music for a Time of Reflection
“Improvisation”

 Jim Brock, percussion

Church at Prayer Rev. Joe Aldrich

The Lord’s Prayer
Our God who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Invitation to Offering
There are several ways to give:

scan the QR code below, go to pushpay.com/g/myersparkbaptist, 
contact Rev. Joe Aldrich, or drop your offering in the plate.
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Offertory Anthem
“Choose Something Like a Star” from Frostiana  Randall Thompson (1899-1984)

O Star (the fairest one in sight),
We grant your loftiness the right
To some obscurity of cloud– 
It will not do to say of night,
Since dark is what brings out your light.
Some mystery becomes the proud.
But to be wholly taciturn
In your reserve is not allowed.
Say something to us we can learn
By heart and when alone repeat.
Say something! And it says "I burn."
But say with what degree of heat.
Talk Fahrenheit, talk Centigrade.
Use language we can comprehend.
Tell us what elements you blend.
It gives us strangely little aid,
But does tell something in the end.
And steadfast as Keats' Eremite,
Not even stooping from its sphere,
It asks a little of us here.
It asks of us a certain height,
So when at times the mob is swayed
To carry praise or blame too far,
We may choose something like a star
To stay our minds on and be staid.

--Robert Frost, 1943

Chancel Choir; Emily Chatham, violin; John Richardson, piano; Jim Brock, percussion
 

*Presentation of Gifts and the Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures, here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Rev. Joe Aldrich

*Closing Hymn See page 7.
 “A Mighty Fortress Is our God”  EIN’ FESTE BURG

Recognition of Departing Staff – Dr. Matt Caine

Benediction Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell 

Choral Response Chancel Choir
“The Lord Bless You and Keep You”              Peter Christian Lutkin (1858-1931)

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord lift his countenance upon you
and give you peace.
The Lord make his face to shine upon you
And be gracious unto you.
Amen.

--Numbers 6:24-26
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Postlude John Richardson, organ
“Now Thank We All Our God”  Sigfried Karg-Elert (1877-1933)

Following worship, please join us on the front porch for lemonade,
followed by Sermon TalkBack at 11:15a in the Sanctuary.

If you are our guest today, please connect with a
minister after worship and receive a Welcome bag.

Childcare for children ages birth to Kindergarten will be provided through TalkBack.

Leading worship today with Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell, Senior Minister,
are Rev. Tara Gibbs, Minister of Youth and College,

Rev. Joe Aldrich, Executive Minister of Caregiving and Leadership,
and Victoria Yeghoyan, Member of the Congregation.

Leading worship through music are
Dr. Matt Caine, Minister of Music and Worship,

Members of the Chancel Choir,
John Richardson, Organist,

Jim Brock, Percussionist,
and Emily Chatham, Violinist.

�

                      
We are affiliated with                                  
allianceofbaptists.org                                   

 

�

All scriptures, unless otherwise noted, are from 
Rev. Wil Gafney, Ph.D, “A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, Year W.”

�

HOW TO JOIN MYERS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

Becoming a member of Myers Park Baptist is as simple as filling out a Joining Card. 
To receive a card or learn more, contact Rev. Carrie Veal at cveal@myersparkbaptist.org.

�

We occasionally take photographs during our worship service.
If you would prefer not to be included, please contact

Laura Geer, Director of Communications, at lgeer@myersparkbaptist.org. 
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(v. 1, 3, 4, 6) 
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Our Covenant

We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith.  By
God’s grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the
faithful.  We are discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our
responsibility to be faithful stewards of our lives and of this world.

We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith.  We will
sustain a critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active
presence in the world.  We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an
opportunity for growth toward maturity.  We covenant to be a community of God’s New
Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to none.

We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an
instrument for reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the
dedication of our personal and material resources and by all the other ways we express the
significance of our lives with God and one another.

We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the
world, believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth.
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