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The Worship of God

The 3rd Sunday After Pentecost
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Each person involved in leading worship today (ministers and choir)
has provided proof of being fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Masks are now optional for worship and in small group
settings for adults. Until notified otherwise, children and youth will be masked

while indoors in their small groups, but masks will be optional for them while outside.

Childcare is available for children ages birth – 5 years. Please see a greeter for more information.
Worship activities for children are available in the Narthex. 

Prelude John Richardson, piano
“For Everyone Born, a Place at the Table”  Shirley Erena Murray

Call to Worship and Invocation Rev. Mia McClain

*Opening Hymn
“Now There is No Male or Female” BEECHER

Now there is no male or female; now there is no free or slave;
now there is no Jew or Gentile in the earth Christ died to save.
Christ has set us free for freedom: we no more sing slavery’s creed;
old submissions cannot claim us; Christ has set us free indeed.

Crucified with Christ the Savior, baptized in his holy death.
And as Christ was raised to glory we have new life on this earth.
Power of water and God’s naming, turning us from dark to light,
joins us to those who, before us, ran the race and fought the fight.

Death has no dominion o’er him, so for us death holds no power;
life’s own waters now have marked us, born to God this very hour.
From this moment and forever dead to sin, alive in Christ,
born of water and the Spirit, now in Christ we find our life.

Moment for Engagement Rev. Mia McClain

Welcome of Our Guests Rev. Joe Aldrich

If you are our guest today, please text “guest” to 980.340.8900
so we may offer you our gratitude for joining us today.

*Passing of the Peace

New Testament Reading - Galatians 3:23-29   Dr. Matt Caine

Now before faith came, we were garrisoned and guarded under the law until the faith that
was coming should be revealed. Therefore the law was our instructor until Christ came, so
that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to
an instructor, for in Christ Jesus you are all daughters and sons of God through faith. So, as
many of you as were baptized into Christ are clothed in Christ. There is no Jew or Greek,
there is no slave or free, there is no male or female, for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And
if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s [and Sarah’s] offspring, heirs according to
the promise.

Inspired by the bold and boundless hospitality of Jesus, we are “open to all,” which means we welcome and accept
all people into the life of our Church without regard to race, gender, sexual orientation, age, economic status,

political affiliation, physical or mental capacity, or religious belief. We believe that God’s call is given
to all people, and we embrace the Spirit that continues to cross boundaries in order to unite the world.

___________________________
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 2



Leader: For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.

People: Thanks be to God.

*Sermon Anthem Chancel Choir
“Many Gifts, One Spirit” Allen Pote

Many gifts, one spirit; many songs, one voice.
Many reasons, one promise; many questions, one choice. 
O, God, we pray for unity, give guidance from above. 
In our differences unite us in the circle of your love. 
O, God, remind us we are not alone. 
Though we move on different pathways, we are walking to your throne.
Help us learn to love each other, show us ways to understand. 
We are members of one family, growing strong by joining hands.
O, God, remind us we are not alone. 
Though we move on different pathways, we are walking to your throne. 
Take our many ways of working, 
blend the colors of each soul into the beauty of a rainbow. 
Give us life, Lord, make us whole.

Sermon Rev. Tara Gibbs
“Embracing Both/And”

Invitation to Silent Reflection/Confession Rev. Joe Aldrich

Church at Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our God who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Invitation to Offering Rev. Joe Aldrich
There are several ways to give:

scan the QR code below, go to pushpay.com/g/myersparkbaptist, 
contact Rev. Joe Aldrich, or drop your offering in the plate.

Offertory Anthem Chancel Choir
“One Bread, One Body” (see page 6) ONE BREAD, ONE BODY

*Presentation of Gifts and the Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures, here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Rev. Joe Aldrich

*Closing Hymn See page 7.
“We Know That Christ is Raised” (verses 1, 2 and 4) ENGELBERG
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Benediction Rev. Tara Gibbs

Postlude John Richardson, piano
“Improvisation on Draw the Circle Wide”

Following worship, please join us on the front porch for lemonade,
followed by Sermon TalkBack at 11:15a in the Sanctuary.

If you are our guest today, please connect with a
minister after worship and receive a Welcome bag.

Childcare for children ages birth to Kindergarten will be provided through TalkBack.

Leading worship today with Rev. Tara Gibbs, Minister of Youth and College,
are Rev. Joe Aldrich, Executive Minister of Caregiving and Leadership,

and Rev. Mia McClain, Associate Minister.

Leading worship through music are
Dr. Matt Caine, Minister of Music and Worship,

Members of the Chancel Choir,
and John Richardson, Organist.

�
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The acolytes are members of the Youth and College Ministry.

�

                     
We are affiliated with                                  
allianceofbaptists.org                                   

 

�

HOW TO JOIN MYERS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

Becoming a member of Myers Park Baptist is as simple as filling out a Joining Card. 
To receive a card or learn more, contact Rev. Carrie Veal at cveal@myersparkbaptist.org.

�

We occasionally take photographs during our worship service.
If you would prefer not to be included, please contact

Laura Geer, Director of Communications, at lgeer@myersparkbaptist.org. 
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Our Covenant

We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith.  By
God’s grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the
faithful.  We are discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our
responsibility to be faithful stewards of our lives and of this world.

We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith.  We will
sustain a critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active
presence in the world.  We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an
opportunity for growth toward maturity.  We covenant to be a community of God’s New
Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to none.

We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an instrument
for reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the dedication of our
personal and material resources and by all the other ways we express the significance of our
lives with God and one another.

We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the
world, believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth.

One License A-729324   |   WorshipCast License CCS # WC-12779   |   CVLI Video License #504 239 870

Our Ministers

Rev. Dr. Benjamin Boswell  |  Senior Minister
bboswell@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Joseph Aldrich  |  Executive Minister of Caregiving & Leadership 
jaldrich@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Mia McClain | Associate Minister of Faith Formation & Outreach
mmcclain@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Carrie Veal | Executive Minister of Community & Engagement
cveal@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Tara Gibbs | Minister of Youth & College
tgibbs@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Leigh Anne Hagerman | Campus Administrator
lhagerman@myersparkbaptist.org

Dr. Matt Caine | Minister of Music & Worship
mcaine@myersparkbaptist.org

Charlotte Judge | Associate Director of Music
cjudge@myersparkbaptist.org

John Richardson | Organist
jrichardson@myersparkbaptist.org


