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The Worship of God

The 5th Sunday After Pentecost
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Each person involved in leading worship today (ministers and choir)
has provided proof of being fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Masks are now optional for worship and in small group
settings for adults. Until notified otherwise, children and youth will be masked

while indoors in their small groups, but masks will be optional for them while outside.

Childcare is available for children ages birth – 5 years. Please see a greeter for more information.
Worship activities for children are available in the Narthex. 

Prelude John Richardson, piano
“Heal Me, Hands of Jesus” Michael A. Perry (1942-1996)

Call to Worship and Invocation Rev. Carrie Veal

Opening Hymn See page 6.
“O Christ, the Healer”     ERHALT UNS, HERR

Moment for Engagement Miller Yoho

Welcome of Our Guests Rev. Carrie Veal

If you are our guest today, please text “guest” to 980.340.8900
so we may offer you our gratitude for joining us today.

*Passing of the Peace

Hebrew Scripture Reading - 1 Samuel 4:2, 5-11, 19-22  Devin Green

The Philistines deployed against Israel and the battle was lost and Israel was
struck down by the Philistines, and they killed on the field of battle four thousand
men. Now it happened as the ark of the covenant of the Fire of Sinai came into
the camp, all Israel shouted a great shout and the earth herself echoed it. And
when the Philistines heard the sound of the great shout, they said, “What is this
great shout in the camp of the Hebrews?” Then they learned that the ark of the
Ancient of Days had come to the camp. And the Philistines were afraid; for they
said, “Gods have come into the camp.” And they said “Woe to us! Never has
there been such a thing. Woe to us! Who can deliver us from the hand of these
mighty gods? These are the gods who smote the Egyptians with every kind of
plague in the wilderness. Strengthen yourselves and be men, O Philistines, lest
you become enslaved to the Hebrews as they were enslaved to you; be men and
fight.”

So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated and fled, each to their tent.
Now there was a very great slaughter and there fell from Israel thirty thousand
foot-soldiers. Then the ark of God was taken and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and
Phinehas, died.

Now Eli’s daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant, about to give
birth and when she heard the news that the ark of God was taken and that her
father-in-law and her husband were dead, she squatted and gave birth, for her
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labor pains came on and overwhelmed her. Then at the moment of her death,
the women standing with her said to her, “Fear not, for you have given birth to a
son.” But she did not answer or incline her heart. She named the child “Ai
Kavod,” Ichabod, meaning, “Woe [Ai]! The glory [Kavod] has departed from
Israel,” because the ark of God had been captured and because of her father-in-
law and her husband. She said, “The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of
God has been taken.”

Leader: For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.

People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Hymn
“How Long, O God, Will My Prayers Be in Vain?”                SLANE

How long, O God, will my prayers be in vain?
Why must I languish in sorrow and pain?
Do not abandon a child you have made;
you are my shelter, my solace and shade.

When evil prospers and hope is long gone,
do not forsake me, your presence withdrawn.
Shield and protect those who call on your name;
you are my God , and your blessing I claim.

Early and late will my tongue sing your praise; 
you will uphold me the length of my days.
You are a stronghold for all the oppressed;
hear us, O God! Let your people be blessed.

Sermon Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell
“Where Is the Glory?”

Invitation to Silent Reflection/Confession Rev. Carrie Veal

Church at Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our God who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Invitation to Offering
There are several ways to give:

scan the QR code below, go to pushpay.com/g/myersparkbaptist, 
contact Rev. Joe Aldrich, or drop your offering in the plate.
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Offertory Anthem Chancel Choir
“The Lord is My Shepherd” from Requiem             John Rutter

The Lord is my shepherd
Therefore can I lack nothing
He shall feed me in a green pasture
And lead me forth beside the waters of comfort
He shall convert my soul
And bring me forth in the paths of righteousness
For His Name's sake
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death
I will fear no evil
For thou art with me
Thy rod and thy staff comfort me
Thou shalt prepare a table before me
Against them that trouble me
Thou hast anointed my head with oil
And my cup shall be full
But thy loving kindness and mercy
Shall follow me all the days of my life
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever

--Psalm 23 as translated in the 1662 Book of Common Prayer

*Presentation of Gifts and the Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures, here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Rev. Carrie Veal

*Closing Hymn See page 7.
“Thine Is the Glory” (verses 1 and 3)        JUDAS MACCABEUS

Benediction Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell

Postlude John Richardson, piano
“Erhalt Uns, Herr” arr. John Richardson

Following worship, please join us on the front porch for lemonade,
followed by Sermon TalkBack at 11:15a in the Sanctuary.

If you are our guest today, please connect with a
minister after worship and receive a Welcome bag.

Childcare for children ages birth to Kindergarten will be provided through TalkBack.
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Leading worship today with Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell, Senior Minister,
are Rev. Carrie Veal, Executive Minister of Community and Engagement,

and Devin Green, Member of the Congregation.

Leading worship through music are
Dr. Matt Caine, Minister of Music and Worship,

Members of the Chancel Choir,
and John Richardson, Organist.

�

The acolytes are members of the Youth and College Ministry.

�

      Flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in celebration of
Una Jeffries’ 99th birthday on July 6 by her family.

     
�

                               
We are affiliated with                                  
allianceofbaptists.org                                   

 

�

HOW TO JOIN MYERS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

Becoming a member of Myers Park Baptist is as simple as filling out a Joining Card. 
To receive a card or learn more, contact Rev. Carrie Veal at cveal@myersparkbaptist.org.

�

We occasionally take photographs during our worship service.
If you would prefer not to be included, please contact

Laura Geer, Director of Communications, at lgeer@myersparkbaptist.org. 
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(verses 1 and 3) 
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Our Covenant

We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith.  By
God’s grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the
faithful.  We are discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our
responsibility to be faithful stewards of our lives and of this world.

We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith.  We will
sustain a critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active
presence in the world.  We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an
opportunity for growth toward maturity.  We covenant to be a community of God’s New
Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to none.

We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an
instrument for reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the
dedication of our personal and material resources and by all the other ways we express the
significance of our lives with God and one another.

We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the
world, believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth.
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Our Ministers

Rev. Dr. Benjamin Boswell  |  Senior Minister
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Rev. Mia McClain | Associate Minister of Faith Formation & Outreach
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Rev. Carrie Veal | Executive Minister of Community & Engagement

cveal@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Tara Gibbs | Minister of Youth & College

tgibbs@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Leigh Anne Hagerman | Campus Administrator

lhagerman@myersparkbaptist.org

Dr. Matt Caine | Minister of Music & Worship

mcaine@myersparkbaptist.org

Charlotte Judge | Associate Director of Music

cjudge@myersparkbaptist.org

John Richardson | Organist

jrichardson@myersparkbaptist.org


