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Each person involved in leading worship today (ministers and choir)
has provided proof of being fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Masks are optional for worship and in small group
 settings for adults. Until notified otherwise, children and youth will be

 masked while  indoors, but masks will be optional for them while outside.

Childcare is available for children ages birth – 5 years. Please see a greeter for more information.
Worship activities for children are available in the Narthex. 

During this season of stewardship, the bricks on the altar are a Galeed or “heap of witness” (see Genesis 31:44-
49) testifying to us as a reminder of our covenant vows we have made “to be faithful stewards of our lives and

of this world” and “to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an instrument for reconciliation in
the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the dedication of our personal and material resources.” 

Prelude
“Cherokee Morning Song” Walela

Call to Worship Rev. Carrie Veal

Moment for Stewardship Rev. Leigh Anne Hagerman

Invocation Rev. Carrie Veal

Opening Song
“I Believe” Jennifer Givens

Welcome of Our Guests Rev. Leigh Anne Hagerman

If you are our guest today, please text “guest” to 980.340.8900
so we may offer you our gratitude for joining us today.

*Passing of the Peace

Hebrew Scripture Reading: Nehemiah 2:1-5; 11-20 (NRSV) Sadath Jean Pierre

In the month of Nisan, in the twentieth year of King Artaxerxes, when wine
was served him, I carried the wine and gave it to the king. Now, I had never
been sad in his presence before.  So the king said to me, "Why is your face
sad, since you are not sick? This can only be sadness of the heart." Then I
was very much afraid.  I said to the king, "May the king live forever! Why
should my face not be sad, when the city, the place of my ancestors' graves,
lies waste, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?"  Then the king said to
me, "What do you request?" So I prayed to the God of heaven.  Then I said
to the king, "If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found favor with
you, I ask that you send me to Judah, to the city of my ancestors' graves, so
that I may rebuild it." 

So I came to Jerusalem and was there for three days.  Then I got up during
the night, I and a few men with me; I told no one what my God had put into
my heart to do for Jerusalem. The only animal I took was the animal I rode.  I
went out by night by the Valley Gate past the Dragon's Spring and to the

Inspired by the bold and boundless hospitality of Jesus, we are “open to all,” which means we welcome and accept
all people into the life of our Church without regard to race, gender, sexual orientation, age, economic status,

political affiliation, physical or mental capacity, or religious belief. We believe that God’s call is given
to all people, and we embrace the Spirit that continues to cross boundaries in order to unite the world.
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Dung Gate, and I inspected the walls of Jerusalem that had been broken
down and its gates that had been destroyed by fire.  Then I went on to the
Fountain Gate and to the King's Pool; but there was no place for the animal I
was riding to continue.  So I went up by way of the valley by night and
inspected the wall. Then I turned back and entered by the Valley Gate, and
so returned.  The officials did not know where I had gone or what I was
doing; I had not yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials, and
the rest that were to do the work.  

Then I said to them, "You see the trouble we are in, how Jerusalem lies in
ruins with its gates burned. Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, so
that we may no longer suffer disgrace."  I told them that the hand of my
God had been gracious upon me, and also the words that the king had
spoken to me. Then they said, "Let us start building!" So they committed
themselves to the common good.  But when Sanballat the Horonite and
Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem the Arab heard of it, they
mocked and ridiculed us, saying, "What is this that you are doing? Are you
rebelling against the king?"  Then I replied to them, "The God of heaven is
the one who will give us success, and we his servants are going to start
building; but you have no share or claim or historic right in Jerusalem." 

Leader: For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.

People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Song
“Other Side” Jennifer Givens

Sermon Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell
“Come, Let Us Rebuild”

Invitation to Silent Reflection/Confession Rev. Carrie Veal

Church at Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our God who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Moment for Stewardship Geoff Bent

Invitation to Offering Rev. Leigh Anne Hagerman

Text giveMPBC to 833.833.3995.

Offertory Jim Brock and Jennifer Givens
“Improvisation”
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*Presentation of Gifts and the Doxology
“For the Beauty of the Earth” DIX

For the beauty of the earth; 
for the glory of the skies;
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies;
Lord of all, to Thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise.

*Prayer of Dedication Rev. Leigh Anne Hagerman

Closing Song
“Amazing Grace” (sung in Cherokee)  NEW BRITAIN

 

Benediction Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell

Postlude
“Dakota Hymn”   arr. Heather Sorenson

Dr. Matt Caine, piano

Please join us for a special Forum in Heaton Hall following worship.

Ages 3 to kindergarten will meet their teachers for Spiritual Growth in Room 107; 
1st to 12th graders will meet for a time of community-building on the playground.

Childcare will continue to be provided for all other children.

Leading worship today with Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell, Senior Minister,
are Rev. Leigh Anne Hagerman, Campus Administrator,

Rev. Carrie Veal, Executive Minister of Community and Engagement,
and Sadath Jean Pierre, Lay Participant.

Leading worship through music are
Dr. Matt Caine, Minister of Worship and Music,

Jennifer Givens, vocalist,
and Jim Brock, percussion.

�

Are you a new member? Are you curious about joining? Trying to discover how to get
involved? You are invited to our 3-session Navigating Series beginning Sunday,

May 8. Please contact Rev. Carrie Veal to learn more and to register. 
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The banner with bells is called a Tintinnabulum. Created by Beth Resler Walters, a member of the
congregation, it is made of differing pieces of cloth and bells from around the world. It represents

the  individuality and harmony of voices around the world ringing out praise of God: Alleluia!

Bells in the Blue Tintinnabulum
  

C The Jesus bell is the highest, crystal-clear, with a clapper encircled by fish.
C There are bells from Ireland, Japan and Turkey, among others.
C One holds the scripture “They who wait upon the Lord…”
C One is a large musical eighth note, representing musicians.
C One is a small cowbell, honoring how south Charlotte, even just some 35 years ago,

was farm land, and before that was tilled where SouthPark Mall is now located.
C One has a Muslim medal.
C And one is like the bells given to children on Easter to ring at every “Alleluia.”

�

The acolytes are members of the Youth and College Ministry.

�

We occasionally take photographs during our worship service.
If you would prefer not to be included, please contact

Laura Geer, Director of Communications, at lgeer@myersparkbaptist.org. 

�
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HOW TO JOIN MYERS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

Becoming a member of Myers Park Baptist is as simple as filling out a Joining Card. 
To receive a card or learn more, contact Rev. Carrie Veal at cveal@myersparkbaptist.org.

�

MOBILE GIVING

You can now text your contributions and offerings to MPBC! It is secure, simple, and efficient:
C Text giveMPBC (not case-sensitive) to 833.833.3995.
C When you receive a message, click on the link provided and follow the instructions.
C You will then receive a receipt to confirm your gift was received. It is that simple!

Questions? Contact Rev. Leigh Anne Hagerman, Church Administrator,
at 704.334.7232 x116 or lhagerman@myersparkbaptist.org

Worship Services through May
May 2022 

    1 | Children’s Sabbath | 10a in the Sanctuary

   8 | Dr. Jonathan Lee Walton, Dean of Wake Forest University School of Divinity,

preaching

   15 | Youth Sunday | 10a in the Sanctuary

   22 | Worship | 10a in the Sanctuary | Jazz with Carolina Social Music Club

   29 | Worship | 10a in the Sanctuary | Communion
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Our Covenant

We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith.  By
God’s grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the
faithful.  We are discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our
responsibility to be faithful stewards of our lives and of this world.

We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith.  We will
sustain a critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active
presence in the world.  We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an
opportunity for growth toward maturity.  We covenant to be a community of God’s New
Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to none.

We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an
instrument for reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the
dedication of our personal and material resources and by all the other ways we express the
significance of our lives with God and one another.

We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the
world, believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth.

One License A-729324   |   WorshipCast License CCS # WC-12779   |   CVLI Video License #504 239 870

Our Ministers

Rev. Dr. Benjamin Boswell  |  Senior Minister

bboswell@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Joseph Aldrich  |  Executive Minister of Caregiving & Leadership 

jaldrich@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Mia McClain | Associate Minister of Faith Formation & Outreach

mmcclain@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Carrie Veal | Executive Minister of Community & Engagement

cveal@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Tara Gibbs | Minister of Youth & College

tgibbs@myersparkbaptist.org

Rev. Leigh Anne Hagerman | Campus Administrator

lhagerman@myersparkbaptist.org

Dr. Matt Caine | Minister of Music & Worship

mcaine@myersparkbaptist.org

Charlotte Judge | Associate Director of Music

cjudge@myersparkbaptist.org

John Richardson | Organist

jrichardson@myersparkbaptist.org


