
The Worship of God

The 2nd Sunday of Advent | Same Season, New Peace!

December 4, 2022  | 10:00a



Each person involved in leading worship today (ministers and choir)
has provided proof of being fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Masks are available in the Narthex and are encouraged, but not required, for anyone. 
We encourage you to make the best decision for yourself and your family.

Childcare is available for children ages birth – kindergarten. Please see a greeter for more information.
Worship activities for children are available in the Narthex. 

Prelude John Richardson, organ
“Es ist ein Ros' entsprungen” Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)

Call to Worship and Invocation Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell

*Opening Hymn See page 10.
“Comfort, Comfort You My People” PSALM 42

*Lighting the Candle of Peace Sara and Anga Merlo with
Mandela and Simone

Leader: “Lord, give us faith and strength the road to build, 
to see the promise of the day fulfilled, 
when war shall be no more, and strife shall cease
upon the highway of the Prince of Peace.”

All: Then faith and hope will shake hands, and love and justice will embrace.

(Lighting the Candle of Peace.)

*Singing:

Welcome of Our Guests Rev. Leigh Anne Duncan

If you are our guest today, please text “guest” to 980.340.8900
so we may offer you our gratitude for joining us today.

*Passing of the Peace

Inspired by the bold and boundless hospitality of Jesus, we are “open to all,” which means we welcome and accept
all people into the life of our Church without regard to race, gender, sexual orientation, age, economic status,

political affiliation, physical or mental capacity, or religious belief. We believe that God’s call is given
to all people, and we embrace the Spirit that continues to cross boundaries in order to unite the world.

__________________________
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 2



Hebrew Scripture Reading - Isaiah 52:7-10 (NRSV) Lisa Bambach

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they
see the return of the Lord to Zion.  Break forth together into singing, you ruins of
Jerusalem; for the Lord has comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  The Lord
has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth
shall see the salvation of our God. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 5:1-9 (Inclusive Bible)

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on the mountainside, and after he sat down
and the disciples had gathered around, Jesus began to teach them:
      “Blessed are those who are poor in spirit: the kindom of heaven is theirs.

Blessed are those who are mourning: they will be consoled.
Blessed are those who are gentle: they will inherit the land.
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for justice: they will have their fill.
Blessed are those who show mercy to others: they will be shown mercy.
Blessed are those whose hearts are clean: they will see God.
Blessed are those who work for peace: they will be called children of God.”

Leader: For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.

People: Thanks be to God.

As the hymn begins, 1st – 5th graders are invited to leave for a Children’s
Worship Time. They will exit at the front of the Sanctuary by the piano

and may be picked up there following worship.

*Sermon Hymn See page 11.
“Blest Be the God of Israel” MERLE’S TUNE

Sermon Rev. Tara Gibbs
“Peace Is an Action”

Invitation to Silent Reflection/Confession Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell

Church at Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our God who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Invitation to Offering Rev. Leigh Anne Duncan
There are several ways to give:

scan the QR code below, go to pushpay.com/g/myersparkbaptist, 
contact Rev. Leigh Anne Duncan, or drop your offering in the plate.

3



Offertory Anthem Chancel Choir
 “He Comes to Us as One Unknown” REPTON; C. Hubert H. Parry (1848-1918)

He comes to us as one unknown, arr. John Ferguson
a breath unseen, unheard: 
as though within a heart of stone,
or shriveled seed in darkness sown, 
a pulse of being stirred, 
a pulse of being stirred.

He comes when souls in silence lie 
and thoughts of day depart; 
half-seen upon the inward eye,
a falling star across the sky 
of night within the heart, 
of night within the heart.

He comes to us in sound of seas,
the ocean’s fume and foam;
yet small and still upon the breeze,
a wind that stirs the tops of trees 
a voice to call us home,
a voice to call us home.

He comes in love as once he came 
by flesh and blood and birth;
to bear within our mortal frame
a life, a death, a saving Name
for every child of earth,
for every child of earth. 

He comes in truth when faith is grown;
Believed, obeyed, adored;
The Christ in all the Scriptures shown,
as yet unseen, but not unknown, 
our Savior and our Lord,

our Savior and our Lord.           

*Presentation of Gifts and the Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures, here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Rev. Leigh Anne Duncan

Presentation of Newly Elected Deacons Karen Taylor, Board of Deacons Chair-Elect

Deacons to be Ordained
Julie Barfield
Mike Bowen

Ellen Caldwell
Sharon Doar

Amy Johnson

Deacons to be Installed
Janice Bradner
Morris Green
Richard Harris

Marcy McClanahan
Jay Rivers

Bob Thomason
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Litany of Ordination 
Leader: To our newly elected Deacons — do you solemnly pledge to uphold the Deacon

Covenant in all you do, by promoting and protecting the freedom of the pulpit; by
protecting and supporting the spiritual, emotional, mental, and physical well-being of
our ministers; and by making decisions that are congruent with the goals of our
Church, our consciences and our Christian faith?

Deacons: We do, trusting in the grace of God.

Leader: Will you pledge to uphold our Church Covenant, by helping our congregation fulfill our
responsibilities to be faithful stewards of our lives and of this world; by nurturing the
Church as a community of God’s new creation that is open to all and closed to none;
and by embracing your role as priests to all, helping to guide our members and our
neighbors in our lives as participants in God’s kingdom on earth?

Deacons: We will, trusting in the grace of God.

Leader: To the congregation — will you pledge to join with and support these new leaders as
they help us embrace the possibilities and opportunities of innovation and change,
encouraging patience, conversation and grace for all; will you work with them in a
spirit of cooperation and community to lead this Church boldly toward the new light
and life to which God is calling us?

Congregation: We will, trusting in the grace of God.

Leader: Then let us, with joy and thankfulness in our hearts, embrace and celebrate the
ordination of these new Deacons as they seek to help lead this community of the
faithful.

All: Amen.

Invitation to the Laying On of Hands Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell

Prayer of Ordination and Installation

*Closing Hymn
“Now the Heavens Start to Whisper”               BEACH SPRING

Now the heavens start to whisper, as the veil is growing thin.
Earth from slumber wakes to listen to the stirring, faith within:
Seed of promise, deeply planted, child to spring from Jesse’s stem!
Like the soil beneath the frostline, hearts grow soft to welcome him.

Heavy clouds that block the moonlight now begin to drift away.
Diamond brilliance through the darkness shines the hope of coming day.
Christ, the morning start of splendor, gleams within a world grown dim.
Heaven’s ember fans to fullness; hearts grow warm to welcome him.

Christ, eternal Sun of justice, Christ, the rose of wisdom’s seed, 
come to bless with fire and fragrance hours of yearning, hurt, and need.
In the lonely, in the stranger, in the outcast, hid from view:
child who comes to grace the manger, teach our hearts to welcome you.

Text: Mary Louise Bringle, 2005

Benediction Rev. Tara Gibbs
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Postlude John Richardson, organ
“Sleepers, Wake!” Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

If you are our guest today, please connect with a
minister after worship and receive a Welcome bag.

Childcare for children ages birth to Kindergarten will be provided until noon.

Leading worship today with Rev. Tara Gibbs, Associate Minister of Spiritual Growth,
are Dr. Ben Boswell, Senior Minister,

Rev. Leigh Anne Duncan, Campus Administrator,
and Lisa Bambach, Member of the Congregation.

Leading worship through music are
Frances Morrison, Interim Minister of Music and Worship,

the Chancel Choir,
and John Richardson, Organist.

�

Audio/Video Team Members are Wes Cobb, Joe Kuhlmann,
Hannah Combs and volunteers.

�

Cover artwork: Isaiah’s Vision by Donald Jackson, from The St. John’s Bible.
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We are affiliated with                                  
allianceofbaptists.org                                   

 

�

HOW TO JOIN MYERS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

Becoming a member of Myers Park Baptist is as simple as filling out a Joining Card. 
To receive a card or learn more, contact Rev. Carrie Veal at cveal@myersparkbaptist.org.
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The Season of Advent and Christmas 2022

Sunday, Dec 11 – Advent III – Same Season: New Joy                                       
Jazz Worship & Family Dedication | 10:00a in the Sanctuary
Advent Book Study | 11:00a in the Parlor

Monday, Dec 12                                                                                                             
Advent Book Study | 6:30p via Zoom

Wednesday, Dec 14 – Service of Lament & Loss                                                   
Service of Lament & Loss with Communion | 6:30p in the Sanctuary

Sunday, Dec 18  – Advent IV – Same Season: New Love                                  
Festival of Lessons & Carols | 10:00a Worship in the Sanctuary

Saturday, Dec 24 – Christmas Eve                                                                           
Morning Worship | 11:00a in the Sanctuary
The Music of Christmas with Harp and Flute | 5:30p in the Sanctuary
Candlelight Worship with Communion | 6:00p in the Sanctuary

Sunday, Dec 25 - Christmas Day                                                                                
VIRTUAL Christmas Worship | 10:00a by Live Stream ONLY

Sunday, Jan 1, 2023                                                                                                        
Worship | 10:00a in the Sanctuary

For the full schedule and other Advent opportunities
including a book study, blog posts, and children’s 

devotional, scan this code to visit our website:
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Our Covenant

We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith.  By
God’s grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the
faithful.  We are discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our
responsibility to be faithful stewards of our lives and of this world.

We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith.  We will
sustain a critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active
presence in the world.  We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an
opportunity for growth toward maturity.  We covenant to be a community of God’s New
Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to none.

We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an
instrument for reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the
dedication of our personal and material resources and by all the other ways we express the
significance of our lives with God and one another.

We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the
world, believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth.

Our Covenant

We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith.  By
God’s grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the
faithful.  We are discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our
responsibility to be faithful stewards of our lives and of this world.

We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith.  We will
sustain a critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active
presence in the world.  We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an
opportunity for growth toward maturity.  We covenant to be a community of God’s New
Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to none.

We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an
instrument for reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the
dedication of our personal and material resources and by all the other ways we express the
significance of our lives with God and one another.

We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the
world, believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth.

We occasionally take photographs during our worship service. If you would prefer not to be included, 
please contact Laura Geer | Communications Director | lgeer@myersparkbaptist.org. 
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