
The Worship of God

The 1st Sunday of Advent | New Season, New Hope!

November 27, 2022  | 10:00a



Each person involved in leading worship today (ministers and choir)
has provided proof of being fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Masks are available in the Narthex and are encouraged, but not required, for anyone. 
We encourage you to make the best decision for yourself and your family.

Childcare is available for children ages birth – kindergarten. Please see a greeter for more information.
Worship activities for children are available in the Narthex. 

Prelude John Richardson, organ
“Beside the Still Waters” Gwyneth Walker (b. 1947)

Call to Worship and Invocation Rev. Carrie Veal

*Opening Hymn See page 9.
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” VENI EMMANUEL

*Lighting the Candle of Hope Valarie Kovolski

Leader: Christ shall come, God’s gift to the world: that the desperate should find hope—
that the persecuted should find peace—that the dejected should find joy—
that the lonely should find love.

All: O Christ of the world, your time is now!
We wait, we watch, we wonder! Come!

(Lighting the Candle of Hope.)

*Singing:

Welcome of Our Guests Rev. Carrie Veal

If you are our guest today, please text “guest” to 980.340.8900
so we may offer you our gratitude for joining us today.

*Passing of the Peace

Inspired by the bold and boundless hospitality of Jesus, we are “open to all,” which means we welcome and accept
all people into the life of our Church without regard to race, gender, sexual orientation, age, economic status,

political affiliation, physical or mental capacity, or religious belief. We believe that God’s call is given
to all people, and we embrace the Spirit that continues to cross boundaries in order to unite the world.

__________________________
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 2



Hebrew Scripture Reading - Isaiah 64:1-4 (NRSV) Myah and Allen Davis

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would
quake at your presence— “ as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to
boil— to make your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble
at your presence!  When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came
down, the mountains quaked at your presence.  From ages past no one has heard, no ear
has perceived, no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for
him. 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 3:1-12 (NRSV)

 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,  “Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”  This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah
spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord, make his paths straight.’”  Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt
around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey.  Then the people of Jerusalem
and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan,  and they were
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  But when he saw many Pharisees
and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear fruit worthy of repentance.  Do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones
to raise up children to Abraham.  Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  “I baptize you
with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not
worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  His winnowing
fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

Leader: For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.

People: Thanks be to God.

As the hymn begins, 1st – 5th graders are invited to leave for a Children’s
Worship Time. They will exit at the front of the Sanctuary by the piano

and  may be picked up there following worship.

Sermon Hymn See page 10.
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” (stanzas 1, 2, 4) WINCHESTER NEW

Sermon Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell
“Hope Is a Fire”

Solo
“Give Me Jesus”                               arr. Hall Johnson (1888-1970)

In the mornin’ when I rise, give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus, you may have all this world, give me Jesus.
Dark midnight was my cry, give me Jesus.
Just about the break of day, give me Jesus.
Give me Jesus, you may have all this world, give me Jesus.

Susannah Stewart, soprano

Invitation to Silent Reflection/Confession Rev. Carrie Veal
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Church at Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our God who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Invitation to Offering Rev. Carrie Veal
There are several ways to give:

scan the QR code below, go to pushpay.com/g/myersparkbaptist, 
contact Rev. Leigh Anne Duncan, or drop your offering in the plate.

Offertory Anthem Chancel Choir
“Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending”                          HELMSLEY

Lo, he comes with clouds descending, once for favored sinner slain; arr. John Rutter (b. 1945)
Thousand thousand saints attending swell the triumph of his train:
Alleluia! God appears, on earth to reign.

Every eye shall now behold him robed in dreadful majesty;
those who set at nought and sold him pierced and nailed him to the tree,
Deeply wailing, shall the true Messiah see.

Yea, amen! Let all adore thee, high on thine eternal throne;
Saviour, take the power and glory: claim the kingdom for thine own:
O come quickly Alleluia! Come, Lord, come!

*Presentation of Gifts and the Doxology OLD HUNDREDTH
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures, here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts;
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication Rev. Carrie Veal

*Closing Hymn See page 11.
“Come, O Come, Eternal Prophet” (stanzas 1, 2, 3)              IN BABILONE

Benediction Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell

Postlude John Richardson, organ
“Pastorale” Domenico Zipoli (1688-1726)

Immediately following worship, please join us for a reception
in Heaton Hall to honor Rev. Joe Aldrich on his retirement.

�
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If you are our guest today, please connect with a
minister after worship and receive a Welcome bag.

�

Childcare for children ages birth to Kindergarten will be provided until noon.
There is no Youth Block programming tonight. 

�

Leading worship today with Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell, Senior Minister,
are Rev. Carrie Veal, Executive Minister of Community and Engagement,

and Myah and Allen Davis, Members of the Congregation.

Leading worship through music are
Dr. Caleb Hopkins, Artist and Conductor in Residence,

the Chancel Choir,
Susannah Stewart, Guest Soloist,
and John Richardson, Organist.

�

Audio/Video Team Members are Wes Cobb, Joe Kuhlmann,
Hannah Combs and volunteers.

�
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All scriptures, unless otherwise noted, are from 
Rev. Wil Gafney, Ph.D, “A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, Year W.”

�

Cover artwork: Isaiah’s Vision by Donald Jackson, from The St. John’s Bible.

�

We are affiliated with                                  
allianceofbaptists.org                                   

 

�

HOW TO JOIN MYERS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

Becoming a member of Myers Park Baptist is as simple as filling out a Joining Card. 
To receive a card or learn more, contact Rev. Carrie Veal at cveal@myersparkbaptist.org.

�
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The Season of Advent and Christmas 2022

 Sunday, Nov 27 – Advent I – Same Season: New Hope                                      
Worship | 10:00a in the Sanctuary

 
 Sunday, Dec 4 – Advent II – Same Season: New Peace                                    

Worship & Deacon Ordination | 10:00a in the Sanctuary

Sunday, Dec 11 – Advent III – Same Season: New Joy                                       
Jazz Worship & Family Dedication | 10:00a in the Sanctuary
Advent Book Study | 11:00a in the Parlor

Monday, Dec 12                                                                                                             
Advent Book Study | 6:30p via Zoom

Wednesday, Dec 14 – Service of Lament & Loss                                                   
Service of Lament & Loss with Communion | 6:30p in the Sanctuary

Sunday, Dec 18  – Advent IV – Same Season: New Love                                  
Festival of Lessons & Carols | 10:00a Worship in the Sanctuary

Saturday, Dec 24 – Christmas Eve                                                                           
Morning Worship | 11:00a in the Sanctuary
The Music of Christmas with Harp and Flute | 5:30p in the Sanctuary
Candlelight Worship with Communion | 6:00p in the Sanctuary

Sunday, Dec 25 - Christmas Day                                                                                
VIRTUAL Christmas Worship | 10:00a by Live Stream ONLY

Sunday, Jan 1, 2023                                                                                                        
Worship | 10:00a in the Sanctuary

For the full schedule and other Advent opportunities
including a book study, blog posts, and children’s 
devotional, scan this code to visit our website:
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(stanzas 1, 2, 4)
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(stanzas 1, 2, 3)
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Our Covenant

We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith.  By
God’s grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the
faithful.  We are discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our
responsibility to be faithful stewards of our lives and of this world.

We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith.  We will
sustain a critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active
presence in the world.  We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an
opportunity for growth toward maturity.  We covenant to be a community of God’s New
Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to none.

We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an
instrument for reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the
dedication of our personal and material resources and by all the other ways we express the
significance of our lives with God and one another.

We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the
world, believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth.

We occasionally take photographs during our worship service. If you would prefer not to be included, 
please contact Laura Geer | Communications Director | lgeer@myersparkbaptist.org. 

One License A-729324   |   WorshipCast License CCS # WC-12779   |   CVLI Video License #504 239 870


