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The Worship of God
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Each person involved in leading worship today (ministers and choir)
has provided proof of being fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Masks are encouraged but not required for anyone. We encourage
you to make the best decision for yourself and your family.

Childcare is available for children ages birth – kindergarten. Please see a greeter for more information.
Worship activities for children are available in the Narthex. 

Prelude Carolina Social Music Club
“Centering” Frank Kimbrough (1956-2020)

Call to Worship and Invocation Rev. Carrie Veal

*Opening Hymn
“Great Is Thy Faithfulness” FAITHFULNESS

Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father;
there is no shadow of turning with thee;
thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not;
as thou hast been, for forever wilt be.

Refrain
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
all I have needed thy hand hath provided; 
great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
sun, moon, and stars in their courses above
join with all nature in manifold witness
to thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain

Welcome of Our Guests Rev. Joe Aldrich

If you are our guest today, please text “guest” to 980.340.8900
so we may offer you our gratitude for joining us today.

*Passing of the Peace

Hebrew Scripture Reading - Isaiah 65:17-25 (NRSV) Amiya Davis

For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be
remembered or come to mind.  But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am
about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight.  I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and
delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of
distress.  No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who

Inspired by the bold and boundless hospitality of Jesus, we are “open to all,” which means we welcome and accept
all people into the life of our Church without regard to race, gender, sexual orientation, age, economic status,

political affiliation, physical or mental capacity, or religious belief. We believe that God’s call is given
to all people, and we embrace the Spirit that continues to cross boundaries in order to unite the world.
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does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth,
and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed.  They shall build houses
and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit.  They shall not build and
another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days
of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.  They shall not
labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord—
and their descendants as well.  Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I
will hear.  The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but
the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain,
says the Lord.

Leader: For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.

People: Thanks be to God.

*Sermon Hymn
“Leaning On the Everlasting Arms” SHOWALTER

What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.

Refrain:
Leaning, leaning,
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning,
leaning on the everlasting arms.
 
O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain
 
What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
leaning on the everlasting arms. Refrain

Sermon Rev. Leigh Anne Duncan
“All Things Will Be Made Old”

Invitation to Silent Reflection/Confession Rev. Carrie Veal

Church at Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our God who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.
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Invitation to Offering Rev. Joe Aldrich
There are several ways to give:

scan the QR code below, go to pushpay.com/g/myersparkbaptist, 
contact Rev. Leigh Anne Duncan, or drop your offering in the plate.

Offertory Anthem
“Everything Must Change” Abbey Lincoln (1930-2010)

 Everything must change

Nothing stays the same
Everyone will change
No one stays the same
The young become the old
And mysteries do unfold
'Cause that's the way of time
Nothing and no one goes unchanged
There are not many things in life
You can be sure of
Except rain comes from the clouds
Sun lights up the sky
And hummingbirds do fly
Winter turns to spring
A wounded heart will heal
But never much too soon
Yes, everything will change
The young become the old
And mysteries do unfold
'Cause that's the way of time
Nothing and no one goes unchanged
There are not many things in life
You can be sure of
Except
Except rain comes from the clouds
Sun lights up the sky
And hummingbirds do fly
Rain comes from the clouds
Sun lights up the sky
And hummingbirds do fly
Rain comes from the clouds
Sun lights up the sky
Hummingbirds do fly
Everything must change
No one stays the same
No one, no one
Everyone must change
Nothing
And the sun
Hummingbirds
Except the rain
Except the music makes me cry

*Presentation of Gifts and the Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures, here below. Alleluia. Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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*Prayer of Dedication Rev. Joe Aldrich

*Closing Hymn
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” CONVERSE

What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit,
O what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer!
 
Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged;
take it to the Lord in prayer!
Can we find a friend so faithful
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
take it to the Lord in prayer!
 
Are we weak and heavy laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge--
take it to the Lord in prayer!
Do your friends despise, forsake you?
Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In his arms he'll take and shield you;
you will find a solace there.

Benediction Rev. Leigh Anne Duncan

Postlude
Reprise from “Wholly Earth” Abbey Lincoln

If you are our guest today, please connect with a
minister after worship and receive a Welcome bag.

Childcare for children ages birth to Kindergarten will be provided until noon.
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Leading worship today with Rev. Leigh Anne Duncan, Campus Administrator,
are Rev. Carrie Veal, Executive Minister of Community and Engagement,

Rev. Joe Aldrich, Executive Minister of Caregiving and Leadership,
and Amiya Davis, Member of the Youth Group.

Leading worship through music are
Frances L. Morrison, Interim Minister of Music and Worship,

and the Carolina Social Music Club:
Greg Jarrell, saxophone 
Dawn Anthony, vocals 

Troy Conn, guitar
Ron Brendle, bass

Al Sergel, percussion

�

  
Audio/Video Team Members are Wes Cobb, Joe Kuhlmann,

Hannah Combs and volunteers.
 
�

All scriptures, unless otherwise noted, are from 
Rev. Wil Gafney, Ph.D, “A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, Year W.”

 
�

We give God thanks for the work and ministry of Judy Freeman,
Financial Manager, who joined our staff on November 15, 2011.

�
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We are affiliated with                                  
allianceofbaptists.org                                   

 

�

HOW TO JOIN MYERS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

Becoming a member of Myers Park Baptist is as simple as filling out a Joining Card. 
To receive a card or learn more, contact Rev. Carrie Veal at cveal@myersparkbaptist.org.

�
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Our Covenant

We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith.  By
God’s grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the
faithful.  We are discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our
responsibility to be faithful stewards of our lives and of this world.

We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith.  We will
sustain a critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active
presence in the world.  We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an
opportunity for growth toward maturity.  We covenant to be a community of God’s New
Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to none.

We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an
instrument for reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the
dedication of our personal and material resources and by all the other ways we express the
significance of our lives with God and one another.

We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the
world, believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth.

We occasionally take photographs during our worship service. If you would prefer not to be included, 
please contact Laura Geer | Communications Director | lgeer@myersparkbaptist.org. 
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