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The Worship of God

The 21st Sunday after Pentecost

October 30, 2022  | 10:00a



Each person involved in leading worship today (ministers and choir)
has provided proof of being fully vaccinated against COVID-19.

Masks are encouraged but not required for anyone. We encourage
you to make the best decision for yourself and your family.

Childcare is available for children ages birth – kindergarten. Please see a greeter for more information.
Worship activities for children are available in the Narthex. 

Prelude John Richardson, organ
“Toccata in D Minor”  Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

Call to Worship and Invocation Rev. Tara Gibbs

*Opening Hymn See page 5.
“Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!” (stanzas 1, 2, 3) NICAEA

Welcome of Our Guests Rev. Joe Aldrich

If you are our guest today, please text “guest” to 980.340.8900
so we may offer you our gratitude for joining us today.

*Passing of the Peace

Gospel Reading - Luke 18:9-14 (NRSV) David Zeeso

He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and
regarded others with contempt:  “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee
and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I
thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax
collector.  I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’  But the tax collector, standing
far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be
merciful to me, a sinner!’  I tell you, this man went down to his home justified rather than the
other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be
exalted.” 

Leader: For the Word of God in scripture,
for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us.

People: Thanks be to God.

As the hymn begins, 1st – 5th graders are invited to leave for a Children’s Worship Time.
They will exit at the front of the Sanctuary by the piano and return there where

parents may pick them up at the end of worship. 

*Sermon Hymn
“A Pharisee Was Praying” AURELIA

A Pharisee was praying; he proudly stood alone:
“God, thank you that I’m better than others I have known.”
He saw the faults of others, yet in that holy place,
He missed the joy and wonder of God’s amazing grace.

Inspired by the bold and boundless hospitality of Jesus, we are “open to all,” which means we welcome and accept
all people into the life of our Church without regard to race, gender, sexual orientation, age, economic status,

political affiliation, physical or mental capacity, or religious belief. We believe that God’s call is given
to all people, and we embrace the Spirit that continues to cross boundaries in order to unite the world.

___________________________
*Please rise in body or in spirit. 2



O God of love, forgive us when we look all around
And think that, by our actions, we stand on solid ground:
We pray, “See how we serve you! We work and volunteer!
Aren’t we the ones whose giving builds up your kingdom here?”

May we, your church, be humble in serving you each day,
For pride will never help us to walk your kingdom-way.
May we know your forgiveness – our need for mercy, too –
That, loved and loving others, our life may be in you.

Words by Carolyn Gillette

Sermon Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell
“Faith in an Age of Virtue Signaling”

Invitation to Silent Reflection/Confession Rev. Tara Gibbs

Church at Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
Our God who is in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil. For yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Invitation to Offering Rev. Joe Aldrich
There are several ways to give:

scan the QR code below, go to pushpay.com/g/myersparkbaptist, 
contact Rev. Leigh Anne Duncan, or drop your offering in the plate.

Offertory Anthem Chancel Choir
“The Narrow Way”                               K. Lee Scott  (b. 1950)

Be near me, Lord, where e’er I go; teach me what you would have me do;
Direct what e’er I think or say; and lead me in the narrow way.

Prevent me, lest I harbor pride, lest I in my own strength confide;
Show me my weakness let me see I have my power my all in thee.

Assist and teach me how to pray; incline my nature to obey;
What you abhor, oh, let me flee, and only love what pleases thee.

Be near me, Lord, where e’er I go; teach me what you would have me do;
Direct what e’er I think or say; and lead me in the narrow way.

*Presentation of Gifts and the Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures, here below. Alleluia. Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts.
Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.
Alleluia. Alleluia.
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*Prayer of Dedication Rev. Joe Aldrich

*Closing Hymn See page 7.
“The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound” (stanzas 1, 2, 4) MC KEE

Benediction Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell

Postlude John Richardson, organ
“Fugue in D Minor” Johann Sebastian Bach

If you are our guest today, please connect with a
minister after worship and receive a Welcome bag.

Childcare for children ages birth to Kindergarten will be provided until noon.

Leading worship today with Rev. Dr. Ben Boswell, Senior Minister,
are Rev. Tara Gibbs, Associate Minister of Spiritual Formation,

Rev. Joe Aldrich, Executive Minister of Caregiving and Leadership,
and David Zeeso, Member of the Congregation.

Leading worship through music are
Frances L. Morrison, Interim Minister of Music and Worship,

the Chancel Choir,
and John Richardson, Organist.
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Audio/Video Team Members are Wes Cobb, Joe Kuhlmann,
Hannah Combs and volunteers.

All scriptures, unless otherwise noted, are from 
Rev. Wil Gafney, Ph.D, “A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, Year W.”

          
We are affiliated with                                  
allianceofbaptists.org                                   

 

HOW TO JOIN MYERS PARK BAPTIST CHURCH

Becoming a member of Myers Park Baptist is as simple as filling out a Joining Card. 
To receive a card or learn more, contact Rev. Carrie Veal at cveal@myersparkbaptist.org.
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(stanzas 1, 2, 3)
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(stanzas 1, 2, 4)
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Our Covenant

We, the members of the Myers Park Baptist Church, are a people on a journey of faith.  By
God’s grace we are experiencing love through Jesus Christ and in the community of the
faithful.  We are discovering in this experience our freedom to become new creatures and our
responsibility to be faithful stewards of our lives and of this world.

We will be open to all new light, strengthened by God and each other in our faith.  We will
sustain a critical examination of Scripture, belief and ritual as interpreters of God’s active
presence in the world.  We will accept controversy as a reality of life together and an
opportunity for growth toward maturity.  We covenant to be a community of God’s New
Creation and affirm that we are open to all and closed to none.

We covenant together to nurture this church as a community of faith and as an
instrument for reconciliation in the world: by worship, by Christian education, by the
dedication of our personal and material resources and by all the other ways we express the
significance of our lives with God and one another.

We covenant together to be priests celebrating God’s presence in community and in the
world, believing we are participants in God’s kingdom on Earth.

We occasionally take photographs during our worship service. If you would prefer not to be included, 
please contact Laura Geer | Communications Director | lgeer@myersparkbaptist.org. 
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