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Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday Mornings 
Starting Sept. 11th  

 
Woodlake Worship 9:00am  

in the Sanctuary 
Modern Worship 10:30am  

in Fellowship Hall 
(9am service livestreamed to 

YouTube) 
 
 
 

Church Office Hours 
 

Tues, Weds, Thurs, 
9am-12pm. 1pm – 3pm 

 
Articles for October’s issue of  The 

Messenger are due to                    
office@woodlakechurch.org  

by September 15th.  

September 2022 

The Messenger 

 

“The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.” 
Psalm 118:22 

At Woodlake our Vision is to “Become a Gathering Place for All God’s     

Children.”  For the month of September, we are looking at the word “place” 

and how it relates to our life, our faith, and our church.   

Emma Lazarus wrote the poem “The New Colossus” to be inscribed on the 

Statue of Liberty which became a symbol of hope for immigrants around the 

world. 

Immigrants like my great-great grandparents, Isaac and Gustavea Pearson 

who in 1881 would have seen this beacon of hope and known, whatever you 

have faced in life, you are welcome here. “Give me your tired, your poor, 

your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, the wretched refuse of your 

teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, tempest-tossed to me,” 

I wonder if this is still the case.  Do people who are considered trash and  

refuse in other places, find a place of welcome here? Does Woodlake look 

for new members among the tired, the poor, the huddled masses yearning 

to breathe free, the wretched refuse.  Do we invite the homeless,      

tempest-tossed to join us in this place? 

This is the story of our faith.  God takes people that don’t have a place,    

people that have been rejected and says, these are the people who will lead 

my kingdom. Incredible. Improbable. “The stone that the builder rejected has 

become the chief cornerstone.” 

God seeks out those who are on the margins of society and says, you too 

have a place in my family.  In fact, you have the place of honor. My hope is 

that Woodlake lives up to our vision statement to “Become a Gathering 

Place for All God’s Children.”   

In Christ, 

Pr. Micah 

 

 

 

Pastor’s Page  

“Become a gathering place for all God’s children” 

http://www.woodlakechurch.org


Woodlake’s New Logo 
As you may have noticed, this messenger has a whole new look! Woodlake is proud to showcase our 

new logo. Please read the letter below for an explanation.  

 

Over the past several years, there have been a lot of changes at Woodlake. We have new mission and 

vision statements, new staff, and new programs and ministries. The Woodlake leadership board, logo 

committee, and staff decided that we wanted a new image to represent our new direction. So you 

might be wondering why did we choose this image? Well, there are lots of reasons we landed on this 

image! For starters, almost everyone’s first reaction when we first showed them this was to smile. But 

more than that, through a long and thoughtful process, we primarily chose this image for the follow-

ing reason: 

The new logo fits our vision statement - Becoming a Gathering Place for All God’s Children. The first 

thing you’ll notice about the logo is a sense of “gathering” as a family. The mother duck is nurturing her 

baby duck. At Woodlake, we are nurtured by God and community. You may be reminded of Psalm 36:7 

“How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take refuge in the shadow of your wings,” 

or Matthew 23:37, “How often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her 

brood under her wings.” You are a child of God! And as such, we hope you see yourself in this logo. 

We believe this logo will have an impact on those outside of our community as well. Being directly 

across from the middle school, we think parents driving their kids to school will begin to think of Wood-

lake as a family church just by seeing the logo! As we begin to form meaningful relationships with our 

neighbors, perhaps they’ll see Woodlake as a place where their family can gather as well! 

The “place” we gather is at the waters of baptism. As does the duck, we return to these waters our 

whole life long, not just one time! In our baptism we received the grace of God. As it says in I Peter 3:21, 

“And this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt from the body but 

the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 

Finally, this image represents a place for “all God’s children”. Ducks are colorful animals that are a part of 

every community with a lake, pond, river, or stream. Woodlake wants to be a part of every community 

as well. By being a part of the community, we want Woodlake to be a place that truly represents “all 

God’s children”. 

With all that said, we realize some of you may prefer the old logo. That’s ok! That logo is a part of our 

history and tradition and as such it will be remembered as representing an important time at Woodlake. 

But we hope you eventually see this logo as we do; an image that makes you smile, an image that 

makes you feel nurtured and cared for by God and community, and an image that takes you back again 

and again to the grace filled waters of your baptism. You are family here. Thanks be to God!                          

-Pastor Neal Cannon 



Worship 
 

This past month we held an outdoor service in collabo-

ration with House of Prayer, Oak Grove and, Tapestry. It 

was beautiful 

day to be 

outside and 

connect with 

God. We 

had 142 at-

tendees that 

day. As the 

summer 

comes to a 

close, we reflect back on all the outdoor services over 

the summer and are thankful for God’s beautiful crea-

tions. We look forward to more outdoor services next 

year. 

New Worship 
Times 
 

Starting Sunday, September 11th.  

Woodlake is proud to announce the start of modern 

worship. This means that Woodlake will be hosting two 

worship services every Sunday. This new worship will 

be hosted by our new Modern Worship Leader, Monica 

Livorsi. She is local singer song writer with a wide range 

of  experiences.  

Woodlake Worship 
9:00 a.m. 

Join us in the Sanctuary for worship.  Woodlake worship 

will follow a familiar liturgy and include beloved hymns 

played on piano, guitar and organ.  Worship will include 

communion, choir, and a children’s message.  All are   

welcome. 

Modern Worship 
10:30a.m. 

Join us in the Fellowship Hall for worship.  We encour-

age people have coffee, grab a treat, and get to know 

each other as we worship together in a new way.  Wor-

ship will include moving music, a relevant message, and 

community time—time to grow in faith together.  We 

hope you join us and consider bringing  a friend with you. 
Around the table 

Notes from your Leadership Board 

September has always been special to me. It’s maybe 

because from the time I was five to now, I was either a 

student or a teacher.  

As a student, I was scared, excited, looking forward to 

learning new things and meeting new friends. I had new 

back to school clothes for the first day that were better 

meant for winter than a hot September day. Of course I 

had a new box of crayons.  

As a teacher, I was still scared, excited, looking forward 

to learning new things and meeting new friends. I had 

many new supplies along with my box of crayons. I got 

to help little people be comfortable in their hot clothes 

even though some didn’t want their sleeves rolled up. 

As children of God, we may also be scared, excited and, 

looking forward to learning new things and meeting new 

friends.  

In Isaiah 43:18-19 it says “Do not remember the     

former things, or consider the things of old. I am 

about to do new thing; now it springs forth, do you 

not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness 

and river in the desert” 
 

That is God speaking to us. Angela Kahbeb, a pastor at 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in south Minneapolis said in 

a Living Lutheran article, “We may feel the pull to return 

to what is most familiar most known, most comfortable. 

But instead of following the impulse to do everything like 

we did before, what if we  opened our imaginations to 

what God might be calling us to do, even if its unfamiliar 

or uncomfortable.” 

I am hoping we are open for people to form relationships 

with us in creating community in this gathering place for 

all of God’s children.  

I am planning on leaving my back to school (church) 



clothes at home for cooler weather and try to ask God 

to help me be more excited than scared.   

Cindy Hanson, President 

 

Children, Family 
and, Youth 

What a wonderful summer! The Pastors, Shared Ministry 

Team, and I would love to thank everyone who volun-

teered and/or gave financial support and donated items 

to all of our summer programs! Thank you to all partici-

pating youth and their families! Thank you to everyone 

for the continued patience and flexibility as we continue 

to navigate Covid-effected programming. 

As we transition from summer to academic year pro-

gramming, there are two programmatic changes from 

past years: 

1. Confirmation moving to Sunday Evenings 

2. High School Specific Ministry moving to Sunday 

Evenings 

You may be asking, why change programming in such a 

massive way? 

We always hoped Youth Group would be about sup-

porting a kid's heart.  We want it to be inspirational & 

informal, with a focus on games,  relational ministry, and 

relatable faith. It's difficult to do both at the same time, 

so after much thought, brainstorming, and prayer, we 

decided the best way to respect both programs would 

be to split them apart. 

At the same time, the Pastors and I deeply respect the 

Confirmation process. After all, once a youth is con-

firmed they are an adult in the eyes of the church. So, 

we take that seriously and do our best to prepare and 

educate them!   

- Daniel Ditmanson, RALY Director  

 

Upcoming Programs 
 

Family and Youth Conversations  
August 15th - September 15th, 2022  

During the last couple weeks of the summer, RALY 

leadership wants to connect with every youth and their 

families! Daniel’s focus will be to connect with the 

youth, and the pastors will be connecting with the par-

ents/guardians. Please contact Daniel Ditmanson at 

dditmanson@woodlakechurch.org. We hope everyone 

will sign up for an in person meeting or zoom call! 

RALLY DAY 
September 11th  

We are celebrating the kick-off to the new school year. 

We will be introducing our new logo, new worship 

times, and CYF events will start. This will be the first 

day that Woodlake offers two services; worship at 

9:00am and modern worship at 10:30am. Come stop 

by before service or after for fun and games. Please 

see the New Worship Times section for more infor-

mation. This event will only be held in the morning as 

youth events will be starting later in the evening. There 

will be snack and treats for grab, like popcorn!  

Confirmation 
Third Sunday of Every Month 6-8pm at Woodlake  

Confirmation is a time of Christian education, communi-

ty, and fun for all youth in joint Confirmation will be held 

once a month on the third Sunday of each month from 

6-8pm, beginning in September for grades 7-9.  This 

year, House of Prayer and Woodlake's join confirma-

tion will be held at Woodlake for the entire program 

year. A confirmation parents meeting will take place on 

September 18th at 6:00pm @ Woodlake.  Please sign 

up ahead of time by contacting Pastor Neal Cannon 

(ncannon@woodlakechurch.org)  or going online.  

Kids Club 
Every Sunday 

Hey Kids!  New this year to our Sunday morning offer-

ings is Kids Club for all 3rd-6th graders.  Kids Club will 

be led by trusted RALY leaders Tommy Schultz and 

Sarah Lardy from 10:00-10:30am each Sunday begin-

ning September 11th.  Kids will encounter Jesus through 

games, songs, and conversation.  Please sign up ahead 

of time by contacting Pastor Neal Cannon 

(ncannon@woodlakechurch.org) or going online  

 

mailto:ncannon@woodlakechurch.org
http://forms.gle/KhAG5JntvvNHnAu8A
https://forms.gle/KhAG5JntvvNHnAu8A
mailto:ncannon@woodlakechurch.org
https://forms.gle/cuqoJmUn92cqj1L9A


Godly Play 
Every Sunday  

Do you have little ones (PreK-2nd Grade) at home who 

you want to learn the most important stories and        

traditions of our 

faith?  Have them 

register today for 

Godly Play at 

Woodlake!  Godly 

Play will be be-

tween worship ser-

vices on Sunday 

mornings from 10—

10:30am. Please 

sign up ahead of time by contacting Pastor Neal Cannon 

(ncannon@woodlakechurch.org) or going online  

RALY Youth Group 
Every Wednesday at House of Prayer 

Wednesday night programming, RALY Youth Group, 

will continue this year for all 4-8th graders every week 

at House of Prayer! Join us for a weekly meal, and time 

for games/activities, and a short themed reflection and 

songs.  

We will kick off the year on September 21st, 6 pm to 8 

pm, hosted at House of Prayer Lutheran Church. No 

meal, but we’ll have tons of snacks on hand!  A parent 

informational meeting will happen simultaneously with 

the first youth group at 6pm.  

RALY Dives Deeper 
Once at month on Sunday at Woodlake  

We know high school youth are busy with school, 

sports, family, and so much more! So we’re shifting our 

High School specific ministry to a once a month, Sunday 

evening format.  

We invite all 9th - 12th graders to join us once a month 

on Sunday evenings for food, fellowship, and a devo-

tion.  RALY Dives Deeper begins Sunday September 

25th, 6 - 8 pm @ Woodlake Lutheran Church 

 

The RALY weekly E-news will restart as we get   

closer to the fall, look on Woodlake website for more 

information. So, keep an eye out for program and 

special event updates, as well as other RALY         

information!  

-Daniel Ditmanson, Outreach & Program Director, 

Richfield Area Lutheran Youth 

 

Upcoming Events  
 

Matins                                                   
Every Wednesday at 8:30am in the Chapel 

The Wednesday morning worship service, using the Mat-

ins liturgy from pages 298-306 of the cranberry hymnal, 

has been part of Woodake for many years.  Initially it 

was pastor and staff led, but over the years it has 

evolved into a service that is mostly lay led.  After the 

reading of scripture the instructions state:  "The reading 

of scripture is followed by silence for reflection.  Other 

forms of reflection may also follow, such as a brief com-

mentary, teaching, or personal witness; non-biblical read-

ings; interpretation through music or other are forms; or 

guided conversation among those present."  If you have 

some insight to offer, or have always wanted to lead a 

worship service, your efforts would be welcome.  Come 

to the service most Wednesday mornings in the chapel 

at 8:30 AM (followed by coffee and treats), or contact 

Scott Dahlquist for more information at (612) 798-5708, 

or at sjaadahlquist@comcast.net.  

75th Anniversary Update 
Pictorial Directory in September  

We are on the home stretch of our celebratory anniver-

sary year. Hopefully everyone has enjoyed the festivies 

so far. Looking forward to 

September, will be in collabo-

ration with Rally Sunday. We 

will recognize all former Sun-

day School teachers and as-

sistants over the years. We 

could not have done it with-

out you.  We are also plan-

ning to publish a new pictorial 

directory and phone directo-

ry. Please make sure your information for the phone 

book is correct, if not please email the church office your 

corrected information. We would need this information 

by September 30 to submit to the company publishing 

the phone book. Hopefully we will have the directory by 

December or January. 

-Your Anniversary Committee 

mailto:ncannon@woodlakechurch.org
https://forms.gle/cuqoJmUn92cqj1L9A
mailto:sjaadahlquist@comcast.net


 

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP                   
APPLICATIONS 

Due September 15th 

Attention all college students! The Woodlake Lutheran 

Heritage Endowment Fund is now taking applications for 

college scholarships for the upcoming school 

year.  Scholarship grants are up to $1,000 each, de-

pending on the number of applicants.  

Applications are available in the church office or by con-

tacting Orville Holland 

at oholland@woodlakechurch.org or (612) 866-8449 

ext. 104.  Completed applications must be received by 

September 15. 

 

Woodlake  

Supports  

End of Life Preparations  
September 8th at 1pm at House of Prayer 

Let's face it: Hardly anyone lives forever. Come in for a 

very informative seminar regarding end of life. Have all 

your questions answered, give yourself and your family 

peace of mind by being ready for the inevitable. It is be-

ing presented by our friends at Morris Nilsen Funeral 

Chapel. There is no cost or obligation! Come and enjoy 

coffee and cookies with your friends from House of 

Prayer, Woodlake and Oak Grove. Contact House of 

Prayer for more information; (612) 866-8471.  

 

Assistance to people affected by the 

flooding in Kentucky— 
Devastating floods recently hit Kentucky and surround-

ing states in the region.  You can help by contributing to 

Lutheran Disaster Response which will work with the 

Indiana-Kentucky Synod and local communities to focus 

on long-term needs.  It is anticipated that the response 

will include rebuilding homes, replacing lost household 

items and providing emotional and spiritual care to survi-

vors.  Gifts will be used 100% to assist those affected by 

the floods.  

  

 You can send your check directly to (write “U.S. Flood-

ing” in the memo line): 

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH in AMERICA 

ELCA GIFT PROCESSING CENTER 

PO BOX 1809 

MERRIFIELD, VA  22116-8009 

Or simply make your check out to Woodlake Lutheran 

Church and write “US Flooding” in the memo line. 

 

 

Numbers 
 

July 2022 
Reg. Envelope Giving                         $13,125 

Electronic Giving                                    9,241 

IRA's                                                      2,706 

Rental Income                                      14,350 

Other income                                           286 

Total Receipts                                  $39,708 

 

Properties Expense                            $ 5,612 

Personnel Expense                             27,982 

 

Other expenses                                    6,994 

Total Expenses                                $40,588 

 

Month Net Receipts over Expenses   -$880 

Note:  Dedicated Fund Giving                     $1,040 

 
Worship Attendance in July 

 In Person                    Online 

Jul 3rd 80 83 

Jul 10th 110 NA 

Jul 17th 110 77 

Jul 24th 91 52 

Jul 31st 81 33 

mailto:oholland@woodlakechurch.org
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=945d1d2f2a07e040JmltdHM9MTY2MTM1NDM1OSZpZ3VpZD0wZDI4YjM5ZS1iY2Q3LTQxZGQtOGUzOC0xZDA3YWU5NjBlZmImaW5zaWQ9NTY3NQ&ptn=3&hsh=3&fclid=1fa64ebc-23c0-11ed-ac14-1ab65cefc8ff&u=a1dGVsOjYxMjg2Njg0NzE&ntb=1

