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Worship Schedule 
 

Sunday Mornings 
10:00am in the Sanctuary 

(also livestreamed to YouTube) 
 
 

Church Office Hours 
 

Tues, Weds, Thurs, 
9am-12p.m. 1– 3pm 

 
Articles for August’s issue of  The 

Messenger are due to of-
fice@woodlakechurch.org  

by July 15th 
 
 

 

July 2022 

Messenger 

“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will 

make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” Isaiah 43:19 

I attended a youth fastpitch softball game and the umpire didn’t show.  After the 

initial shock, a parent stepped up and volunteered to ump the game.  Sadly, eve-

ryone was not grateful for this person’s selfless gesture?  The problem was the 

parent was from the other team so how could we be sure they would call a fair 

game.  But the kids wanted to play and no one else stepped up, so the game was 

on. 

After a few innings our players started to grumble.  The strike zone was different 

from what we were used to.  A few more innings passed and our team was down 

5.  Players and parents quickly became angry at the ump as there was no other 

possible explanation for losing. 

It’s easy to be angry at changing situations and easier to find scapegoats for our 

problems.  Heck, the Chicago Cubs had the curse of the Billy Goat for 71 years.  

The story goes, William Sianis was hoping to drum up business at his local tav-

ern, the Billy Goat Tavern, so he brought his goat with him as a walking adver-

tisement to game 4 of the 1945 World Series at Wrigley Field.  Mr. Sianis’ pet 

goat Murphy was bothering, biting, and nipping fans during the game. When Mr. 

Sianis and his goat were asked to leave, he became incensed.  He then allegedly 

cursed the Cubs and they didn’t win a World Series until 2016. 

While it can be easy to curse Woodlake or find scapegoats for our issues, as peo-

ple of faith we trust in the words of God, “I am about to do a new thing; now it 

springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and 

rivers in the desert.” Isaiah 43:19 

People of faith face change with courage and resolve.  They don’t make curses, 

excuses or blame others for their problems.  People of faith trust that God is do-

ing new things.  God is doing exciting things as we are always in the process of 

becoming something new.  We might not perceive it yet, but God is indeed mak-

ing a way in the wilderness.  God is making a river in the desert.  While we 

might be anxious or angry at the current hand we’ve been dealt, we trust that 

God is about to do a new thing and now it springs forth. 

We’re hiring three new staff positions at Woodlake; a full time Worship and Mu-

sic Director, a part-time Office Administrator, and very-part time Modern Wor-

ship Music Leader (supported by Woodlake’s Endowment Fund) to help support 

Woodlake’s vision of “Becoming a Gathering Place for All God’s Children.”  

We might not perceive it yet but God is doing new things at Woodlake. 

In Christ,  

Pr. Micah 

Pastor’s Page  

http://www.woodlakechurch.org


 
At their affirmation of baptism, confirmands are asked to 

make this promise for themselves: “…to live among 

God’s faithful people, to hear the word of God and share 

in the Lord’s Supper, to proclaim the good news of God 

in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, fol-

lowing the example of Jesus, and to strive for justice and 

peace in all the earth.”  

 

On May 2nd Audrey Olson 

and Kari Hargreaves cele-

brated their confirmation 

with the Woodlake congre-

gation.    

Brody Johnson (not  

pictured) also celebrated his 

affirmation of baptism on 

June 12th. 

Woodlake is always changing and becoming a welcoming 

place. Some of the things we’ve been working on are 

listed here. Lenny and Mona Swanson, along with myself 

and Laurie Nix, got rid of old, unused items in the old 

shed, tore down and hauled the old shed away. Over the 

next month the site was prepared with help from Ed Mor-

row and Bill Bullock. The installation was completed by 

Gary and Laurie Nix, along with their son and daughter in 

law!   

 

Worship 

Around the Table  

The new Suncast storage shed is now installed and ready 

for use.   

Informative signs like Restrooms, Kitchen, Office and 

other helpful signs are being worked on. We are making 

good progress with organizing storage areas, coat room 

and hallways to make them safe and look nice.    

The old coffeemaker has been removed and replaced 

with a larger newer one, and it’s ready for use.   Pop ma-

chine removal is in progress, and we are also re-

homing the old riding lawnmower. The parking lot is 

still a work in progress. Dishwasher money has been 

appropriated, and we are taking bids for installation.  

Insurance appraisers are working with Linda repairing 

the roof from storm damage 

from this spring.   We are 

working on replacing and 

refreshing furniture in the 

narthex.   

The trees were trimmed and 

look very nice, Thank you to 

Scott Dahlquist for leading 

this project. Many people are 

offering their time and talents 

to weeds and cleaning up the 

courtyard and deep cleaning 

the narthex. I want to thank all the volunteers that are 

making properties welcoming and run well. 

Gary Nix 

Properties Commissioner 



 
During summer there are so many activities happening all 

over the Twin Cities that the Children, Youth, & Family 

team thought, why not "meet up" at some of these events? 

Events are open for you to come and go as you please. 

We'll be there if you want to "meet up" with other fami-

lies from Woodlake! Two meet-ups are listed below with 

more to follow in late July and August. If you think of it 

ahead of time, feel free to email me  and we’ll watch out 

for you!   

Pastor Neal Cannon  

ncannon@woodlakechurch.org 

Upcoming Woodlake Meet-Ups 

Richfield Lil Sparkler  

Saturday, July 2nd, 5:30-9:00pm  

Richfield Lil Sparkler Celebration Family Night: Po-

lice, Fire, and Public Works vehicles, ice cream, pop-

corn, Kidsdance, Movie in the Park (Raya & the Last 

Dragon, begins at 9pm). City of Richfield Lil Sparkler 

webpage.    

Urban Wildland Half Marathon / 5K  

Saturday, July 30th 7:30 AM 

Are you a runner and do you want to look for someone 

to run with?  Some Woodlake members are doing this 

Urban Wildland race.  Find out more and then check 

in with us if you want to do it together!   

https://www.richfieldmn.gov/around_town/

wood_lake_nature_center/

urban_wildland_half_marathon_and_5k/index.php -  

R.A.L.Y 

Richfield Area Lutheran Youth believes all people are 

made in God’s image and as such deserve to be fully 

seen, fully known, and fully loved. We strive to be a pro-

gram where all voices and identities are cherished and 

celebrated." Two very simple words, yet they reflect the 

truly difficult calling of being a follower of Jesus. 

In his letter to the Galatians, the Apostle Paul writes: "So 

in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 

for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed 

yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, 

neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for 

you are all one in Christ Jesus." Galatians 3:26-29 

The leadership of Richfield Area Lutheran Youth strongly 

believes that no one is outside of God's love, and every-

one is made in the image of the Almighty Creator.  As 

such, it is our goal to act in a welcoming way to each and 

Children, Youth and 

Family 

every person that interacts with us and RALY programming. 

But not just welcome them as participants in programming, 

affirm them as the beloved child of God that they are. 

Examples include, but CERTAINLY aren't limited to: 

• We work tirelessly to ensure there are no barriers to 

participation for any of our programs. 

• Our leaders believe that Social and Racial Justice 

work are a necessary and important  part of disciple-

ship. 

• We strive to be in the moment and present with youth 

during programming so they know they have caring 

adults outside their immediate family. 

We are Welcoming and Affirming because we believe all 

people are made in God’s image and as such deserve to be 

fully seen, fully known, and fully loved. We strive to be a 

program where all voices and identities are cherished and 

celebrated. 

As always, if you have questions, please let me know. 

God's Peace and Blessings to you and yours, 

Daniel Ditmanson 

Youth Outreach and Program Director 

Richfield Area Lutheran Youth (RALY) 

Upcoming Programs  

Camp Sunday: VBS & Summer Stretch Kick-Off 

Sunday, July 10th at 10:00 am,  

House of Prayer Lutheran Church 

This is a collaborative service at House of Prayer .   

Come join us for a fun camp-style worship!  This is only 

worship service on July 10th 

 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) 

July 11th - 14th from 5pm—8pm  

House of Prayer  

All Ages (Recommended for Grades K-6, must be potty 

trained) 

Register at: Raly-mn.org  

 

mailto:ncannon@woodlakechurch.org
https://www.richfieldmn.gov/around_town/wood_lake_nature_center/urban_wildland_half_marathon_and_5k/index.php
https://www.richfieldmn.gov/around_town/wood_lake_nature_center/urban_wildland_half_marathon_and_5k/index.php
https://www.richfieldmn.gov/around_town/wood_lake_nature_center/urban_wildland_half_marathon_and_5k/index.php
Raly-mn.org


Summer Stretch 

July 11th - 14th from 1pm—6pm 

House of Prayer Lutheran Church 

Middle School (Grades 6-8), Cost $50/participant 

Middle schooler-only fun will happen in the afternoons 

before VBS! All youth are invited, but not required to 

stick around to participate in or help with VBS.  

Register at: Raly-mn.org 

Luther Park - Danbury  

† July 24th - 27th  (Rec. entering grades 1st - 4th) 

† July 24th - 29th  (Rec. entering grades 3rd - 6th) 

3rd or 4th grade: can choose how long your children are at 

camp based on what you think will be best for your child.  

Daniel Ditmanson,  

dditmanson@woodlakechurch.org  

RALY Youth Outreach and Program Director

Confirmation Reunion 
Come one, Come all! 

The 75th Anniversary committee would like to honor every-

one who was confirmed at Woodlake.  

We are hoping it will be a fun time for people to get together 

and reminisce about the good old days. 

Please help us spread the word to fellow 

classmates or family members who may 

have moved elsewhere or who no longer 

attend church at Woodlake.  

We are planning on serving lunch follow-

ing the service on the lawn. Weather permitting we would 

like to have the church service on the lawn as well. If you 

could please RSVP to Diane Rappe at 612-869-3285 or 

bigdrappe@yahoo.com, so we have some idea of a head 

count for the amount of food needed.   

We are so looking forward to seeing all of you, We pray we 

have a good turnout and that the weather cooperates. 

Thank You, 

The 75th Anniversary Committee 

Collaborative July Outdoor Worship 

July 10th, 9:00am at House of Prayer Lutheran Church  

Please come and join us as we kick off 2022 VBS at House 

of Prayer this year. This is the only worship service this day 

and we are so excited to collaborate with HOP.  

75th Anniversary 

Upcoming Events  

 
Collaborative Outdoor Worship  

August 14th at Veterans Park  

We are so excited to be back at the beautiful Veteran’s Park 

in Richfield with House of Prayer, Oak Grove and Tapestry. 

 
 

May 2022 

Reg. Envelope Offering $13,935 

Electronic Giving $10,921 

IRA’s $3,998 

Rental Income $13,174 

Holiday Giving $50 

Other $1035 

Total Receipts   $43,113 

Properties Expense -$8,766 

Personnel Expense -$35,642 

Other Expenses -$8,496 

Total Expenses  -$52,904 

Month Net Receipts over Expenses -$9,791 

Worship Attendance in May 

 In Person Online 

May 1st 127 46 

May 8th 105 37 

May 15th 81 30 

May 22nd 109 35 

May 29th 68 40 

 

The Numbers 

Raly-mn.org
mailto:dditmanson@woodlakechurch.org?subject=Iquiry%20about%20RALY%20from%20April%20Messenger

