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Series Slide 

Blaise Pascal was a French mathematician, physicist, inventor, philosopher, author and 
theologian.


He developed a probability theory that was applied to gambling, and then later became 
very important in economics and actuarial science. 


He wrote a treatise on the triangle- as one does- and gave us none other than Pascal’s 
triangle. 


In the discipline of physics- he did extensive work in hydrodynamics- that eventually 
gave us inventions like the hydraulic press and the syringe. 


Perhaps, Pascal’s greatest contribution to the world was his book “Pensees” which is 
French for “Thoughts”- cuz when you’re a 17th century PHILOSOPHICAL 
MATHEMETICIAN THEOLOGIAN BOSS like Pascal- You title your book “THOUGHTS”- 
and it flies off the shelf.


Pensees ends with the creme de la creme. The pinnacle of Pascals Ponderings.


The Wager- or better known as Pascal’s Wager.


Pascal set out, not to prove the existence of God, rather to prove whether or not it 
made good mathematical sense to live as if there was a God. 


You know, being a Christian absolutely means making sacrifices. At its heart, Xianity 
means that Jesus is Lord. And he definitely calls us to sacrifice- to give things up and 
let things go for his sake..and ultimately, for our own sake. 


So often, when anyone considers following Jesus- they think through…and rightly so…
what does this mean for my life? Should I or shouldn’t I follow Jesus? Is it worth it?


That’s why Blaise Pascal developed his wager.


Here’s how the wager goes. 
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In other words- Blaise Pascal was making a mathematicians argument that regardless 
of whether or not God exists- the only logical bet to make is that he does.


Its definitely not a finishing point of following Jesus- but it can be very helpful to taking 
a next step with him.


Title- “The Wager: Why You Should Bet on God’s Goodness” 2 Kings 
7 

Now- I want to admit that Pascal’s Wager is not irrefutable and it lacks nuance. But I do 
think its a good simple tool- one that I actually come back to a good bit, when I waver 
on whether or not to follow Jesus’ commands. When I want to hold back…hedge my 
bets…protect myself from getting hurt. Pascal’s wager helps remind me- betting on 
God…is a good bet.


We’re in the second of 4 Sunday’s where we’ll be looking at passages that where 
people go “ALL IN” and bet on God- as we, as a church are one year into our “ALL IN” 
generosity initiative. A year ago, where we are challenged to look inside to face greed 
or fear and trust the Lord in regard to our finances- and we are looking outside of 
ourselves- at the mission that God has called us to as City Church- and how we will 
live into our calling to financially support that mission. 


Last week, we talked about the early Xians in the Book of Acts that burned their books 
of pagan practices- even though it cost them financially. And Paul- who risked his life 
to stand before an angry and chaotic crowd that wanted him dead.


This week we’re gonna take a look at some Old Testament ALL-IN Action.


First let me set this passage up. Elisha is God’s prophet to Israel. The city of Samaria- 
where the King of Israel lived- was under siege by the Aramaens. They had more 
military might than Israel…and they were cutting off supplies to the city. So the King 
gets mad at Elisha because he thinks somehow its Elisha’s fault that the Aramaens are 
doing this to him so he sends an assassin to kill Elisha. 


As Elisha is telling his friends to bar the door so the assassin couldn’t get to him…he 
ninja’s his way into the room and the Assassin says to Elisha- “If the LORD sent this 
disaster because of you- then give me one good reason to not kill you right now.”


And that is where we pick up in Chapter 7. Elisha is staring at the King’s Messenge 
Assassin- ready to kill him.


And this is what he says…




2 Kings 7:1-17 

Elisha replied, “Hear the word of the Lord! This is what the Lord 
says: ‘About this time tomorrow at Samaria’s gate, six quarts of fine 
flour will sell for a half ounce of silver and twelve quarts of barley 
will sell for a half ounce of silver.’ ” 

2 Then the captain, the king’s right-hand man, responded to the man 
of God, “Look, even if the Lord were to make windows in heaven, 
could this really happen? ” 

Elisha announced, “You will in fact see it with your own eyes, but 
you won’t eat any of it.”  

3 Now four men with a skin disease were at the entrance to the city 
gate. They said to each other, “Why just sit here until we die? 4 If 
we say, ‘Let’s go into the city,’ we will die there because the famine 
is in the city, but if we sit here, we will also die. So now, come on. 
Let’s surrender to the Arameans’ camp. If they let us live, we will 
live; if they kill us, we will die.” 

5 So the diseased men got up at twilight to go to the Arameans’ 
camp. When they came to the camp’s edge, they discovered that no 
one was there, 6 for the Lord had caused the Aramean camp to hear 
the sound of chariots, horses, and a large army. The Arameans had 
said to each other, “The king of Israel must have hired the kings of 
the Hittites and the kings of Egypt to attack us.” 7 So they had 
gotten up and fled at twilight, abandoning their tents, horses, and 
donkeys. The camp was intact, and they had fled for their lives. 

8 When these diseased men came to the edge of the camp, they 
went into a tent to eat and drink. Then they picked up the silver, 
gold, and clothing and went off and hid them. They came back and 
entered another tent, picked things up, and hid them. 9 Then they 
said to each other, “We’re not doing what is right. Today is a day of 
good news. If we are silent and wait until morning light, our 
punishment will catch up with us. So let’s go tell the king’s 
household.” 

10 The diseased men came and called to the city’s gatekeepers and 
told them, “We went to the Aramean camp and no one was there — 



no human sounds. There was nothing but tethered horses and 
donkeys, and the tents were intact.” 11 The gatekeepers called out, 
and the news was reported to the king’s household. 

12 So the king got up in the night and said to his servants, “Let me 
tell you what the Arameans have done to us. They know we are 
starving, so they have left the camp to hide in the open country, 
thinking, ‘When they come out of the city, we will take them alive 
and go into the city.’ ” 

13 But one of his servants responded, “Please, let messengers take 
five of the horses that are left in the city. Their fate is like the entire 
Israelite community who will die, so let’s send them and see.” 

14 The messengers took two chariots with horses, and the king sent 
them after the Aramean army, saying, “Go and see.” 15 So they 
followed them as far as the Jordan. They saw that the whole way 
was littered with clothes and equipment the Arameans had thrown 
off in their haste. The messengers returned and told the king. 

16 Then the people went out and plundered the Aramean camp. It 
was then that six quarts of fine flour sold for a half ounce of silver 
and twelve quarts of barley sold for a half ounce of silver, according 
to the word of the Lord. 17 The king had appointed the captain, his 
right-hand man, to be in charge of the city gate, but the people 
trampled him in the gate. He died, just as the man of God had 
predicted when the king had come to him. 

Transition: The 4 diseased men in this story had nothing to lose and everything to gain. 
So they took a risk…and it paid off.


The King’s messenger, on the other hand, was not willing to take Pascal’s wager…and 
he lost big time.


What I want you to see today is the nature of WHY we are afraid to take a risk on 
God…and I hope you see that the risk he is calling you to now…while it may be 
scary…is always worth it.


1)Desperation opens the gate to blessing. False security keeps it 
shut. 



In order to take Pascal’s wager- you have to have eyes to see the finite versus the 
infinite. You have to be able to recognize temporary gain versus the potential for 
something much bigger and better.


In the passage we read today- we a look at people who CAN see this- and people who 
can’t. 


Its the difference between being desperate- and having a false security. 


First take a look at the these 4 men with a skin disease. They have a few strikes against 
them. First- they are living- barely- in the middle of a famine. In addition- they have a 
disease that has them quarantined outside of the city gates. So they are homeless, 
sick, poor, hungry and alone. 


v 3-4 

So, they have their own little version of Pascal’s wager.


They take a look at their options together. They say- “We only have 3 options.”

Option 1- We stay here- and its only a matter of time before we die from hunger.

Option 2- We ask them to let us back into the city- where there also is no food- and we 
die in there- though perhaps with a bit more comfort.


Option 3- We go over to the Arameans’ camp. Sure- they could immediately kill us…
and guess what- We’d be dead! Or, maybe, just maybe- they take us in and they feed 
us and we live!


Its worth a shot.


And its that chance. That risk. That really was the only thing that made any sense- that 
allowed these desperate men to experience a great blessing that saved their lives.


v 5-6 

Because God- independent of these men- had caused the Aramaens to hear the sound 
of a huge army attacking. So these 4 men- who just hours before had been staring 
death in the face…contemplating a horrifically sad end to their destitute lives of 
disease and rejection- now they were living the high life.


v 8 

I always have pictured these guys with jewelry hanging around their necks, putting on 
rings and robes and big hats. In one hand they’ve got a big Turkey leg…in the other 
hand one of them has a scepter as he is walking down a makeshift modeling runway 
doing a spin while the other 3 guys are cheering saying “WORK!”




I’ve seen every episode of the TV show “Survivor”- this is like when someone wins a 
reward after only eating rice for a month and they go with 3 other contestants to a little 
resort where they get to shower and have a feast. 


Its that kind of relief. Its that kind of joy. Its that kind “DID THIS JUST REALLY 
HAPPEN” sort of vibe. Where you are so overwhelmed by the juxtaposition of your 
“WE ARE GOING TO DIE” situation to your “NOW THIS IS LIVING” situation- that you 
just sit in awe of the goodness. 


This is like the New England Patriots/Seattle Seahawks Super Bowl a few years ago. 
Where the Seahawks were like 2 yards away from scoring the go-ahead touchdown in 
the last seconds of the game. All they had to do was hand it off to Marshawn 
“Beastmode” Lynch-  on 2nd down…but instead- they passed the ball and it was 
intercepted at the goal line- sealing a Patriots victory. 


If you look at the face of the Patriots on the sideline of that game- its the same energy 
as these 3 guys. From despair- to utter joy and jubilation- all in a moment.


So what did these guys have- that the people inside the city- the King and his 
messenger didn’t have?- One word. Desperation.


Unless you can see the desperation of your sitaution- you won’t ever take Pascals 
wager. You won’t ever venture over the Aramean camp- because you will be too fearful 
taking refuge in your false security.


v 2 

Now, remember, the 4 diseased men outside the city did not have the benefit of 
Elisha’s prophecy. That gas was about to be 50 cents a gallon and you could buy a 
hamburger for less than a dollar. 


But- one of the guys that did have that message- was the captain, the kings right hand 
man- the assassin that had been sent to kill Elisha. 


And his response to this news- “Not even God can make something like that happen.”


(which honestly, is the way a lot of us probably feel about the economy right now)


And Elisha’s pronouncement is that this man will see it, but because of his lack of faith- 
and his resistance to God- he won’t partake in the blessing of God.


v 12 

Then take a look what the King says once the message from the 4 diseased men gets 
back to him.




He is living in a false sense of security. He says, “THIS IS A TRICK. Once we step 
outside the safety of our walls- they will capture us!”


Do you see what the King is missing? Desperation. 


He has a false sense of security provided by his high position, and the walls of his city- 
that he can’t even see how desperate he is.


He is, in many ways, just like the diseased men outside his gate. Stuck in a famine- 
with an enemy who has the resources to outlast and kill him. If he stays where he is- he 
will certainly die- If he opens the gate- he might die- but he also might live. 


But he can’t see it. He’s too afraid of being tricked- and he’s placed too much stock in 
the false sense of security behind the walls of his city.


Matt 13:44-45 

Centuries later, Jesus would teach about the Kingdom of God. The unseen versus the 
seen. What is able to be perceived with the eyes juxtaposed with what can only be 
revealed by the Word of God. 


The word of the Kings captain…versus the word of God’s prophet.


And Jesus says, the Kingdom of God is like a treasure buried in a field. Its like a pearl 
of infinite value. Its completely worth it to sell all you have- to take all the lesser finite 
senses of security- and sell them- in order to take the wager that what can’t be seen- 
the pearl in the oyster and the treasure in the field. 


Back to 1) 
Think about your life. Especially as it relates to money & possessions. Do you have a 
standard of living that has given you a false sense of security? Have you held onto 
money or spent money in a way that shows you believe God’s promise of provision…or 
are your money and possessions a false sense of security that are keeping you from 
experiencing the joy and jubilation of God’s miraculous provision?


Who are you relying on to provide e for you?

Right now- do you hear the objection rising inside you? The voice of the King and his 
captain that says- I’m being tricked! or “God can’t provide- I’ve crunched the 
numbers!”


IF so- your problem likely is that you don’t see the reality of your own desperation. The 
truth is- without the body and brain you have- without the breaks you’ve gotten- you 
would not be earning any of the money or possessions you have. And when you cut 
God out of that- by clinging to them instead of him for security- you are also cutting off 
the opportunity for blessing from God. 




Where desperate faith stops- and false security takes over- that’s exactly where the 
blessing of God is squelched. Its not that he hasn’t provided. Its that you have cut 
yourself off from receiving it.


So- today- I want you to take up God’s invitation. I want you to wager on his goodness. 
See…


2) God is always inviting us into the Go & Tell/Send & See Cycle.  

Let’s watch this cycle play out in this passage.


v 8 

When the outcast men come into the deserted Aramean camp and their first response 
is what most people’s response is when they have been deprived of basic needs- they 
hoard. 


If a person is starving and suddenly they find food- they eat all they can- and then find 
a way to store or keep the rest- because who knows how long they will have these new 
found resources.


That’s what the men do. They start hiding things for themselves.


v 9 

But then they realize- wait a second- this is not right. We have been given something 
that we didn’t deserve. We did nothing to earn this. And yet- we’re hoarding it like its 
ours when we know there are starving people right over there in Samaria. 


Its not right for us to keep this to ourselves- we need to Go and Tell. 


First- the men, based on a kind of Pascals wager decided to Send themselves over to 
the Arameans camp to SEE if perhaps they could find mercy. And instead- they found 
grace. Riches and provision from God beyond what they deserve. 


And in so doing- they have now become the very agents by which the story of God’s 
grace will be told to all the King’s people. 


I love the way these guys think through their situation. First with the wager, and now 
with morality of their response to grace. 


Let me ask you- Do you think through God’s provision in your life like these diseased 
outcasts? 




Do you have an urgency to share the good news of what God has done for you in 
Jesus with others? Do you reason through your generosity in the way you share the 
financial blessing and the blessing of all your resources that God has given you?


Or are you hiding and hoarding Good News for yourself?


v 13-14 

Then, when the king doubts the men are telling the truth- when his cynicism and fear 
and trust in his own false sense of security gets the best of him… look who speaks up 
with faith. A servant. 


Its always a servant. 


The king- has to humble himself and listen to a servant- who is listening to 4 outcast 
men- to take a step of faith. 


And look what the servant says. Its more Pascals wager kind of stuff. Lets send 
someone out and see if this is true. Lets test the Word of the Lord. Lets see if he 
doesn’t open up the heavens and make gas .50 cents a gallon.


Send and See for the diseased mend led to go and tell once they experienced the 
blessing. Which gave an opportunity for humility and faith for the King- who then did 
some Send and See himself. 


v 17 

So all of Israel gets the blessing of the deserted Aramean camp…except for the Kings 
Captain- who is in charge of regulating people at the gate. And because of his lack of 
faith- he is trampled under the feet of those who rush out to receive the blessing.


Back to 2) 

There is a verse in Ecclesiastes that says “Cast your Bread upon the water, for in many 
days you will find it”. Or in the Psalms “Taste and see that the Lord is good”.


Both of these are send and see ideas. They are taking a wager on God, they are 
offering a little bet, testing God in the right way- taking a small risk- to watch take him 
at his word and see if he comes through. Thats the idea behind Send & See. Send a 
few horsemen out…take a small step of faith.


In the gospel of Mark- there is a story of a desperately sick woman…who takes a 
chance by reaching out and touching Jesus’ robe for healing. And Jesus’ power 
reflexively heals her. She doesn’t yell out. She doesn’t jump on Jesus and demand a 
blessing. She barely has the faith to reach through the crowd that had rejected her.




And yet, God’s power and blessing flows to her. 


Send & See doesn’t have to mean this great big crazy FAITH. God honors little stuff. 
Like Pascals wager. “God, I’m not sure you’re there. But I’m willing to take a bet that 
you are.”


Because its not the size of our faith that matters- its the object of our faith. Whether 
you jump confidently from a 2 story building onto a trampoline…or slowly make your 
way crawling out while you bounce on your butt- the point is you are trusting the 
trampoline to hold you. The hope of Send and See is that as you see that the 
trampoline is reliable- you eventually start jumping higher and higher- trusting more and 
more…doing back flips. But that only comes by sending and seeing. It only comes by 
saying- i’m desperate- i’m going to bet on God.


And Go and Tell is the principle that when God is faithful- you don’t keep it to yourself. 
You share his blessing because you know he is the infinite source of every good thing. 


the Gospel-

Jesus leaves the riches of heaven- to make himself desperate on a cross- only relying 
on his Father’s word- and then he resurrects and returns- to tell of the way to the 
Kingdom of God. 


He dies for our sin. Our attempt to be our own god- our false sense of security. He- like 
the lepers- went to his enemies-us…the very people responsible for killing him and 
rejecting him- and he died for us. Jesus in his love- gives us something we don’t 
deserve- an invitation into God’s eternal blessing. Its Grace. Undeserved favor.


And then, before Jesus ascends to heaven- he tells his disciples to go and tell.  He 
says go and make disciples baptizing theme in the name of the father son and holy 
spirit- and teaching them to obey. To send and See if I’m good. Then they will go and 
tell.


And the deeper you get into this cycle- the higher you bounce. The more beautiful and 
thrilling your relationship with Jesus becomes. Not easier. Its not pain free. Its not a life 
always of riches or material wealth- but it does mean eternally- you will get it all back. 


Two ways to challenge you- FIRST- believing and telling the good news.


Second- with your finances and material possessions.


Commitment Card 
I know some of you have already done this… but we’re all going to do it 
again. 

A- You might want to catch up your commitment. 



B- You might want to get a head on your commitment. 
C- Make your first commitment. (new or didn’t make one last time) 

Commitment Sunday- November 13th 
Anniversary offering- Dec 4th. 

100% engagement


