
2 Gatherings- Serve one attend one 

SERIES SLIDE 

I’m going to start by describing a movie today that I absolutely DO NOT recommend to 
you. I have actually never seen it…and I never want to. I guess this is sort of like saying 
“Don’t think about Pink Elephants!”- but sincerely, my loving pastoral advice to you is- 
don’t watch this movie. Ever. 

The movie is Stanley Kubrick’s “A Clockwork Orange”. 

I recently learned something about this film that was so on point- to help understand the 
Book of Ecclesiastes- that I thought it worth the risk to share it with you today. First- you 
need to know what “A Clockwork Orange” is about.

It takes place in a not-so-distant dystopian future where crime is rampant. There is a 
teenage protagonist named Alex who leads a gang (and by gang I mean guys that wear 
bowler hats and use canes and have underwear on the outside of their clothes). They 
drink drug-infused milk then go out for violent mischief- breaking in houses, stealing 
cars, running people off the road, beating up vagabonds, raping and assaulting people. 
It’s awful. And its all done for their pleasure at the expense of the well-being of others. 
There is no doubt in the audiences’ mind- these are evil people doing evil things.

After a murder during a break-in, Alex is arrested and serves a couple of years in prison 
before he is chosen for a new type of experimental government therapy.

Alex is given a drug- that makes him allergic to violence. If he so much as thinks about 
hurting someone- he is so overcome with nausea and anxiety- and he becomes 
physically ill.

Eventually, Alex gets out of prison- tries to kill himself- and the whole thing sort of 
becomes a PR nightmare for the government. So they give him an antidote to the drug- 
wherein he returns to his evil and remorseless self.

Then thats the end of the movie. Hopeless. All-in-all. A pretty depressing film. We either 
have choice- or goodness. But you can’t have both. 

For that reason, I have historically had a distaste for this film. Until another layer was 
added to the story from a podcast I listened to a couple of weeks ago.

A Clockwork Orange was adapted from a British book of the same title by the author 
Anthony Burgess.



Now, publicly Burgess said Kubrick- the films director- did his book a disservice. 
Namely, he cut out the last chapter. 

The book has 21 chapters, but Kubrick ended his film at Chapter 20.

So what, dear friends, is contained in Chapter 21?

The short answer- Redemption. Hope. 

It completely changes the entire meaning of the book. 

In the final chapter of the original British book,  Alex is back at the Milk Bar with an 
entirely new gang. But this time, when the gang goes out for violence, Alex doesn’t feel 
like going. Something is bothering him. He's bored with all the violence now, doesn't 
enjoy it like he used to.


So in this malaise, he wanders into a coffee shop where he runs into a member of his 
old gang- Pete, and Pete's wife. They look happy- they’re living a quiet life. And Alex 
thinks, maybe that's what's missing. Maybe I should settle down, have a kid live his life 
for someone other than himself. 


That ending is an entirely different message. Chapter 21 changes the whole novel- it 
would have completely changed the movie. Removing it is like like cutting off the last 10 
minutes of “The Sixth Sense".

Now, for years, Burgess’  story was that his American publisher forced his hand in 
cutting off the last chapter. But there is more to the story.

Recently, a researcher on Burgess’ life was going through some of his original 
manuscripts of “A Clockwork Orange” and found a note at the end of the pen-ultimate 
chapter- Chapter 20- the one that end’s with Alex as hopeless degenerate. The note 
said, “Should we end here?” 

TItle Slide- “Should We End Here?: Why The Human Heart Wants Eternal 
Redemption” Ecclesiastes 3-4:3 

Apparently- Burgess himself wrestled with whether or not to include a hopeful chapter- a 
redemptive change in Alex’s life by the end. Further research turned up that- actually, 
Burgess didn’t want to include the hopeful ending when he wrote the book, but was 
pressured into it by the British publishers. So, he actually enthusiastically authorized the 
American version- the hopeless version- that became Kubrick’s terrible film.

Years later, though, Burgess wrote a musical version of A Clockwork Orange- where he 
went back to the redemptive ending- where Alex leaves his old evil ways. 



So the question is- what did Burgess think was the better ending to his story? It seems 
that by the time you get into the 1980s, when he’s making the stage adaptation- he 
prefers the hopeful ending.

And do you know why? Because by that time in his life- he had a son. And this son was 
particularly wayward and rebellious. So- at that stage in his life- as a protective and 
loving Father- he wants to believe- for his son- that redemption is possible. 

Ecclesiastes 3-4:3 

There is an occasion for everything, 

and a time for every activity under heaven: 

2 a time to give birth and a time to die; 

a time to plant and a time to uproot;  

3 a time to kill and a time to heal; 

a time to tear down and a time to build; 

4 a time to weep and a time to laugh; 

a time to mourn and a time to dance; 

5 a time to throw stones and a time to gather stones; 

a time to embrace and a time to avoid embracing; 

6 a time to search and a time to count as lost; 

a time to keep and a time to throw away; 

7 a time to tear and a time to sew; 

a time to be silent and a time to speak; 

8 a time to love and a time to hate; 

a time for war and a time for peace. 

9 What does the worker gain from his struggles? 10 I have seen the task that God 
has given the children of Adam to keep them occupied. 11 He has made 
everything appropriate in its time. He has also put eternity in their hearts, but no 



one can discover the work God has done from beginning to end. 12 I know that 
there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and enjoy the good life. 13 It is 
also the gift of God whenever anyone eats, drinks, and enjoys all his efforts. 14 I 
know that everything God does will last forever; there is no adding to it or taking 
from it. God works so that people will be in awe of him. 15 Whatever is, has 
already been, and whatever will be, already is. However, God seeks justice for the 
persecuted.  

16 I also observed under the sun: there is wickedness at the place of judgment 
and there is wickedness at the place of righteousness. 17 I said to myself, “God 
will judge the righteous and the wicked, since there is a time for every activity and 
every work.” 18 I said to myself, “This happens so that God may test the children 
of Adam and they may see for themselves that they are like animals.” 19 For the 
fate of the children of Adam and the fate of animals is the same. As one dies, so 
dies the other; they all have the same breath. People have no advantage over 
animals since everything is futile. 20 All are going to the same place; all come 
from dust, and all return to dust. 21 Who knows if the spirits of the children of 
Adam go upward and the spirits of animals go downward to the earth? 22 I have 
seen that there is nothing better than for a person to enjoy his activities because 
that is his reward. For who can enable him to see what will happen after he dies?  

Again, I observed all the acts of oppression being done under the sun. Look at the 
tears of those who are oppressed; they have no one to comfort them. Power is 
with those who oppress them; they have no one to comfort them. 

2 So I commended the dead, who have already died, more than the living, who are 
still alive. 3 But better than either of them is the one who has not yet existed, who 
has not seen the evil activity that is done under the sun.  

Transition: From this text today, I want to show what the author of Ecclesiastes- a guy 
called the Qoheleth- or the philosopher or teacher- is saying about where the world is 
headed. 


I’m going to give it to you in 2 parts. First, the frustration- which is easy to see here. 
And then- the hope. 




1) The Frustration: Life seems like a random cycle of pain with no progress until 
we die.  

One of the reasons people make movies like A Clockwork Orange- stories that have no 
redemption, that just resign themselves to hopelessness that people are evil, life is 
random pain- and there is nothing we can do about it…is because- honestly- life often 
feels like that sometimes.  

3:1-2 

The Qoheleth starts chapter 3 with 8 verses that emphasize the see-saw nature of lives 
lived under the burden of time. Each of these first stanzas goes back and forth between 
beginnings and endings- joy and pain.

There is a time to give birth, and a time to die. A time to plant…and a time to uproot. to 
mourn and to dance. to be silent to speak. to love and to hate- for war and for peace. 

3:9-10 

Then he goes back to something he brings up a lot in Ecclesiastes, the frustrations of 
work. What does a worker gain from all his struggles. Nada. God has just given humans 
something to keep them occupied until their time runs out. Then he’ll do it with their 
children, then their grandchildren, then their great-grandchildren. 

Get up. Go to work. Come home. Have a weekend. And then Monday- again-until you 
die.

The Qoheleth was not in the greeting card business. 

Its like God needed to give humans something to do- to distract them from the 
maddening nature of time.

There is a sort of resignation in these verses- that “God is in control”. Though- we 
usually use that phrase as a comfort- and it is- even here for the Qoheleth- but first- you 
have to reckon with the frustration of that statement.

3:14a (end at “taking from it”) & 15a (end at “already is”) 

There is no adding or taking from what God does. Whatever has is has been before, 
and whatever will be, already is. 

And don’t forget the Qoheleth is constantly pointing us to the reality of death. He’s like 
“Don’t look away from suffering and death. If you are going to get to the reality of God- 
you can’t buffer yourself from suffering. You can’t just dive into pleasure and forget that 
you are finite. You have to be honest about pain and death. 



Here’s another Hallmark Card. Imagine sending this card to someone grieving a loved 
one. You know- on the outside is a sunset over the ocean- with the silhouette of a 
seagull- and it says in italic cursive “In this time of grief…”

Then you open it up and BAM! there is..

3:19 

“The fate of the children of Adam and the fate of animals is the same. As one 
dies, so dies the other; they all have the same breath. People have no advantage 
over animals since everything is futile.” 

I mean, seriously, Qoheleth. Stop sugar coating it!

4:2-3 

Then at the start of chapter 4- he talks about the endless cycle of injustice and abuse 
and oppression in the world. People are used & abused- and no one comforts them. 
Then he ends on another Hallmark quote here: “It was better to have never existed- 
because the world is like Alex from a Clockwork Orange- just senseless cyclical evil. 

Back to 1) 

As hard as this can be to read- I am very thankful that the Scripture doesn’t try to 
sanitize our experience of life. God is honest about suffering. He doesn’t try to fool us 
and convince its not there. Its a shame we don’t often do the same.

A good deal of our days are spent comforting ourselves- trying to ignore pain and death. 
As 21st century Americans, we may be- in the history of the world- the people who have 
the least spiritual and emotional resources to deal with death and pain. Because so 
many of us have learned to look the other way. We have the money and the leisure time 
to pretend its not happening. Unfortunately- somehow- even churches have taken this 
attitude. We don’t have funerals anymore- we have “Celebrations of Life”. We don’t 
know how to grieve- only to celebrate. Only to party. Only to “Smile and Wave, boys” 
Many people think church is the LAST PEOPLE you want to be with when you feel like 
cursing God and dying- because they think you will be judged for it. Or they think they 
can’t be honest about pain and death with the people of God. Even though there is an 
entire book of the bible called LAMENTATIONS- and there is another one called JOB- 
that is literally a guy looking pain & suffering & God in the face at the same time while 
he tries to make sense of it. 

So when people believe that God is the last person- and church the last people-they 
can be honest about suffering with- they end up finding solace in art like “A Clockwork 



Orange”. That just says- OH well! Life is a random cycle of pain with no progress until 
we die. Guess I’ll just go do what I want.

Do you know what “A Clockwork Orange” means?

Its about what the government did to Alex. All pretty on the outside. Like an orange. 
Fragrant- bright. Nice to look at. They changed his behavior and made him look like a 
good person on the outside.

But on the inside- he was clockwork. A robot. Just being controlled by a drug. 

Church- when we won’t talk honestly about the frustration of life, like the Qoheleth-
suffering, death, pain, wayward kids, absent parents, divorce, abuse, war, and 
injustice…we look like a Clockwork Orange to the world. Nice, mannered, put together, 
affluent, successful….robots. And just like Kubrick and Burgess in the book and film- 
they will say to God “No, thank you. I’ll just take cynical evil til i die”

So- the question we’re left then is this- “Is there another option?” Is that it? Its just 
cyclical non-sensical, out of control evil, pain, suffering and injustice until we die like an 
animal- or a prettied up, robot in service to God- but- without any free will?” Is there 
another option.

Like Burgess wrote in his notes at the end of chapter 20- all of us are asking-

“Should we end here?” 

To echo the apostle Paul in the book of Romans, God’s answer is “MAY IT NEVER BE!”

This is where the honest hope comes in.

2) The Hope: The world is headed somewhere with God- Justice & Joy. 

I want you to think again about the reason Anthony Burgess decided he wanted to keep 
Chapter 21. Alex’s redemptive ending. Where Alex leaves his evil life- and ends up 
giving his life away to a wife- and eventually a son. A life of cultivating instead of 
consuming. 

The reason why Burgess favored the redemptive ending- is because he himself realized 
his out-of-control position as a father. He now had a rebellious and wayward son- and 
he needed to believe that redemption was possible for his son. He had no control over 
his son’s choices- he couldn’t turn him into a clockwork orange, but maybe- maybe if 
Alex- as awful a person as he is in the book- if Alex could realize there is something 
better than simply giving into the hopelessness of the cycle of time…if Alex could realize 



there is something bigger than time- something eternal- something outside of himself to 
live for. Maybe if Alex could change- so could his son.

A hopeful father. 

Now- when I say Hope in this point- I’m using it in the biblical sense. Hope as its used in 
the Scripture is not a Polly-anna like wish- “I hope things turn out ok”. Rather- hope is a 
sure thing- not yet realized. Its a truth- that will come into being- just not yet. 

Look at the way the writer of Hebrews relates FAITH to HOPE

Hebrews 11:1 

Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen. 

Faith is living the reality of what is coming- IN the present. 

We had some T-shirts made back in our early days that said “I’m from the future”. Which 
is one way to put what a Christian is. A representative in the present death, and pain 
and suffering- from the future hope. which is Joy and Justice.

Let me show you.

3:11 

The Qoheleth says, “Yes, God is in control, and has put everything in its time…but he 
has also put this longing inside of us for something outside of time. Something NOT 
under the sun. Something that not only escapes the pain and suffering- but redeems it. 
Makes is worth it.

but there is still a frustration…because no one can discover the work God does from 
Beginning to End. Now look at that. We’re out of the cycle. there is a beginning and an 
end. There is a story being told. There is purpose- order in the chaos. 

There’s an old book called “The Gift of the Jews”- its fantastic. Its a book on the history 
of the Hebrew people and how they changed the world. Well, historically, up until the 
Jews became a people group- everyone believed that time was cyclical. You know, 
reincarnation, things happening over and over. But the Hebrews- came on the scene 
through Abraham- and said- Actually- God revealed to us that there is a beginning and 
there is an end. The world is not an endless cycle- He’s telling a story. Hes taking us 
somewhere. That is the “Gift of the Jews”

See- that had to be revealed to the world. God had to step into time and space- and he 
did with the Jews- and reveal it. It is REVELATION. This is what your Bible is. Its 



revelation. Its truth that you cannot merely discern from the scientific method. It has to 
be told as a story. 

And all of us long for this. Because God has put Eternity in our hearts. There is a reason 
why we aren’t satisified with evil and pain and suffering and injustice- the way an animal 
is. You know animals never rally to protest. Animals never get upset about earthquakes, 
or wars or abuse. Animals operate by instinct. 

But humans- humans argue, and post on social media, and write books on the subject. 
We make laws and governments and societies- all in an attempt to bring order to the 
chaos- to administer justice and hold evil at bay. 

Not only that- but we also rebel against death. We don’t just accept it. We mourn it. We 
hate it. There are so many people that run away from God BECAUSE of evil and 
death…but when you do that- you’re only alternative is A CLOCKWORK ORANGE. Just 
accept it and ascribe no moral value to it. Death happens- and evil really can’t be evil…
its just- well- its just neurons firing in the mind over and over until the world is destroyed 
by a solar flare. 

Thats the only alternative. Either your longing for eternity— for a story where everything 
works out in the end. Where evil is overcome by good- and peace reigns- either your 
longing is pointing you to that HOPE that reality that you can’t yet see- or evil and pain 
isn’t real- and you should stop ascribing meaning to anything. 

You know- for me- what keeps me coming back again and again- to God is love. And 
the frustration I have with it.

Extemporaneous: 

Ocean of Love- through a straw.  
Burgess’ son- the frustration of a parent that wants to get that love through to their kids- 
but it comes out sideways

Ok, so there are 2 things the Qoleth says we should keep our minds on

3:12-13 

Enjoy the gifts of God in the presence of God. 

When I’m receiving from him- and thanking him in joy- even in the worst circumstances- 
I can see the unseen. 

Non-anxious presence. Jesus sleeping in a boat in the storm. 

People are drawn to that. Suicide bombers- Jesus is the opposite



3:14 

God works so that people will be in awe of him. He wants us to look for and recognize 
his gifts- because then we won’t lose sight of eternity in the pain.

Back to 2) 

This is Joy. Experiencing small joys in the present that point you to the hope of 
everlasting Joy in the future with God. Having a closeness with God that is undeterred 
from seeing hope. Its a life filled with gratitude and peace- no matter what side of the 
time see-saw you’re on.

3:15 

The other thing to think of is not just God’s gifts in the present.- but God’s justice in the 
end. The Qoheleth says “I know oppression and injustice is rampant- but I promise you 
this. The sad things will come untrue. God will bring justice where there is injustice. 

God will make the wrong things right. He will redeem you from the curse of evil.

This is what was missing from Chapter 21. From Burgess’ ending to A Clockwork 
Orange. Sure, Alex grows up. Makes a change. Wonderful.

But ask the families of Alex’s murder and rape victims. Ask them how they feel about it. 
He goes on to love and enjoy a family- they sit in grief and loss. 

Burgess didn’t Fix A Clockwork Orange with Chapter 21. Because he never addressed 
JUSTICE.

Alex should die from his crimes. Alex doesn’t deserve love, but he gets it.

And that brings us to Jesus.

Back to 2) 

Jesus is the answer to the question that Burgess or Kubrick never asked, but should 
have.

How can we all hope for an eternity of peace and joy- but also get the justice we long 
for?

Jesus.

Jesus is word made flesh. He is the eternal God who stepped “under the sun”. He 
limited himself- put himself under the oppressive cycle of time. He experienced our pain, 
our frustration. The unbound eternal God himself- bound by time. Yet i all of that 



frustration- he didn’t hurt and kill. Instead, he healed and loved. He was the opposite of 
everything Alex- or you or I- ever could be. He loved the unlovable instead of consuming 
them for his own purposes. He drew near to “sinners and tax collectors”. Those who 
had experienced senseless suffering- like blindness from birth- Jesus healed. All as a 
preview of the Kingdom he is going to bring. 

And yet…he was arrested and crucified. 

And on the cross- something more grotesque and evil than any scene in A Clockwork 
Orange happened. The Son of God was stripped naked, beaten, whipped, mocked, spit 
on, embarrssed, shamed in public. 

And he wasn’t forced there. He chose it willingly. Because somehow, on the cross, 
Jesus was bringing justice. He was exchanging places with us, the guilty. He was taking 
on the punishment, the chastisement, the death penalty that all of us deserve for our 
role in the evil and the chaos. 

And he was buried in a tomb. And all of his disciples wondered. “Should we end here?”

On an early Sunday morning- in a garden outside of an empty tomb- Jesus answered 
that question- first to Mary Magdalene- with a resounding NO!

And then he wrote the chapter 21 we all long for. 

In his resurrection he opened up the way to Joy and Justice. 

He crumpled up our straws- so that we could feel the love of our Heavenly Father full 
on- and so- ultimately- for eternity- we could swim in the ocean of love we’ve always 
wanted to give and receive. 

And the beauty of it- is that- at least in part- it comes to us now- both to receive and give 
away. 

Philippians 2:1-11 

If, then, there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any 
fellowship with the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 

2 make my joy complete by thinking the same way, having the same love, united 
in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit, 



but in humility consider others as more important than yourselves. 4 Everyone 
should look not to his own interests, but rather to the interests of others.  

5 Adopt the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus, 

6 who, existing in the form of God, 

did not consider equality with God  

as something to be exploited.  

7 Instead he emptied himself 

by assuming the form of a servant, 

taking on the likeness of humanity.  

And when he had come as a man, 

8 he humbled himself by becoming obedient 

to the point of death — 

even to death on a cross. 



9 For this reason God highly exalted him  

and gave him the name 

that is above every name, 

10 so that at the name of Jesus 

every knee will bow — 

in heaven and on earth 

and under the earth — 

11 and every tongue will confess 

that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 


