EXT: Matthew 22:34-40
MPT: Loving God with total devotion and loving others as oneself are the two overarching commandments Jesus gives his people. 
MPS: The Kind of Church we perceive God leading us to Plant in Nairobi. 

INTRO
Good morning church. My name is Allan waruhiu, I'm married to M'Lynn, and we have three children Anaiya 6. Ezekiel 5, and Ezra 2. As you've heard, we are prayerfully working towards moving to Kenya in Africa to plant a church and set up a transition shelter for homeless women and children. I was born and raised in Kenya, my wife, M'Lynn, was born and raised in Texas, but she moved to Kenya after college to be a missionary. By the time we met, she had been in the country for 3 years. I grew up going to church. I found church and church activity as a great escape. I was involved in the Christian union club at school and the youth group at church. But in those early days, I wasn't really a Christian. I was a fan of the things of Jesus but not a follower of Jesus.

[bookmark: _Hlk95062353]One afternoon when I was in 11th grade, we attended a crusade, and the preacher shared from Matthew 7:21-23 21, "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 22 On that day, many will say to me, 'Lord, Lord, didn't we prophesy in your name, drive out demons in your name, and do many miracles in your name?' 23 Then I will announce to them, 'I never knew you. Depart from me, you lawbreakers This message cut deep into my heart, and the Holy Spirit used it to stir my heart to accept salvation. 

My wife and I moved to the States in August of 2014 for me to attend seminary. Over the 4 years of school and working at two different churches, I became convinced that God's plan A to see people come to faith and flourish is through healthy Churches. And that's when the desire to go back to my people and plant a church was born. I desire for the Lord to use us to win people to Christ in Nairobi and then together become a church. God willing, the name of the church shall be Mercy Nairobi. This theme of God's Mercy is all over scripture; the Lord, when He revealed himself to Moses in Exodus 34, he said He is a merciful and gracious God who is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast Love. In Ephesians 2, Paul tells us God is rich in Mercy, and out of this wealth of Mercy, He has made us alive in Christ Jesus. Peter tells us that those in Christ are made a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a people of God's own possession, not because of their good works but because of God's Mercy.  

Mercy Nairobi's vision, what we desire to see in 10-40 years, is a gospel awakening in Nairobi that is carried to the ends of the earth. And the mission of the church shall be to make disciples for the glory of God and the good of all people. What we have done is combine the great commandment and the Great Commission. Matthew 28:19-20 tells us 19 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age." this has been the global C - church's mission; for over two thousand years. Christians have moved from one place to another, driven by a passion to see God glorified and a compassion to see men and women come to salvation and be reconciled with God and each other by the power of the gospel. 

Let me share with you a little about Nairobi; the city has a population of approximately 5 million people, more than 60% of the population would claim to be Christian, but that couldn't be further from the truth. The city is plagued by the prosperity gospel and a growing population that is disillusioned by the "popular church" because of its tendency to preach prosperity or the while neglecting the community. I do believe these errors emanate from biblical illiteracy. And so, with that said, I want us to unpack Matthew 22:34-40 this morning, and through this text, I want to show you The Kind of Church we perceive God leading us to Plant in Nairobi. 

READ SCRIPTURE
34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they came together. 35 And one of them, an expert in the law, asked a question to test him: 36 "Teacher, which command in the law is the greatest?" 37 He said to him, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind., 38 This is the greatest and most important command. 39 The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself., 40 All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands." 
- Matthew 22:34-40

CONTEXT
Matthew 22 is very interesting. The Pharisees had become tired of Jesus's miracles and fame. So they came up with an elaborate plan to trap Jesus. They first asked him a question about taxes, to which Jesus replied with the famous "give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God" then, that same day, the Sadducees asked about marriage in the resurrection. Here we learn from Jesus, "in the resurrection we will neither marry nor be given in marriage," You'd think they'd get it like Jesus knows his stuff. Oh no they still had one more trick up their sleeves. One of the experts on the law- and by law, this refers to the Torah, the first 5 books of the Old Testament- asked Jesus what is the greatest commandment? What is the one thing that I need to do to be right with God? Look at how Jesus responds to this scribe, 

EXPOSITION
37 He said to him, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind., 38 This is the greatest and most important command. 

What Jesus does here is quote Deuteronomy 6:5. This is called the Shema. Faithful Jews would have recited the Shema daily[footnoteRef:1] this scribe ought to have known this; he had spent his life studying, memorizing, and debating the law, and yet his heart was cold towards the one God had sent. Notice, instead of honoring Jesus for how he had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees gathered and plotted a way to trick Jesus with a hard question.  [1:  Platt, D. (2013). Exalting jesus in matthew (D. L. Akin, D. Platt, & T. Merida, Eds.; Mt 22:15–40). Holman Reference.] 


These Pharisees, who were supposed to lead people to worship God, were so focused on personal glory instead of God's glory. Why do I say this? the Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection of the dead, but the Pharisees did? Jesus, when responding to the Sadducees, not only silenced them with the truth of the afterlife but also confirmed there is an afterlife. People will be resurrected. Instead of the Pharisees applauding Jesus for his fidelity to biblical truth, they became envious and malicious simply because they did not like Jesus. 

But as malicious as this question is, I do think it's wonderful – And God does this sometimes; what the enemy plans for evil, our God plans for good. That's the story of Joseph; paul talks about it in Philippians and even Jesus's crusification, it was planned for evil, but it became the means of salvation for many. Back to why I think this question was wonderful, Jesus's answer gives us the basis, foundation, the starting point for everything we do, feel, or dream. Have you ever walked out of your house with crisscrossed buttons on your shirt? Probably because you were not paying attention, you start with the wrong buttonhole, and it's guaranteed you will go out into the world looking not so good. But start with the right buttonhole, and you'll go out looking presentable, right – Well, on a grander scale, if we dream, feel or endeavor to make disciples not having first loved God, I'm afraid we will do ourselves and those disciples a disservice. And so, when I think of the Kind of Church we perceive God leading us to Plant in Nairobi, I long for us to be a church that is grabbed by the truth of who Jesus is, a church that authentically follows and loves Him, and because how dare we point people to love a Jesus we haven't first loved.  

So here is the billion-dollar question, how exactly do we love God with all of our heart, soul, and mind? The God of the universe who spoke things into existence, molded and crafted us – The one who says in Isaiah 44, I am the first and I am the last. There is no God but me.7 Who, like me, can announce the future? … Is there any God but me? There is no other Rock; I do not know any. How do we love such a God? The truth is, on our own we cannot love God in this way on our own. According to the bible, ever since Adam and Eve chose to love the satisfaction and the prominence promised by the deceiver, we became alienated from God and incapable of loving God in this way. Our default setting before accepting reconciliation with God through Jesus alone, is to love all that God gives more than we love him. And after salvation, it's a daily wrestling and the spirit refining us to love God more than anything else. I will be the first to admit not every thought, desire, or ambition I have is always God-focused. Sometimes my self-centered will is leading the way. I have to keep coming back to our heavenly Father saying, I believe heal my unbelief. But let's make an observation here. 

· We Love God when we treasure, value, and enjoy Him more than anything else. 

The heart, soul, and mind here are not to be understood as three different parts of our humanity to where we can choose to love God with our heart today, our soul tomorrow, and so on. To love God with our heart, soul, and mind means to love him with the totality of ourselves. Loving God means every other treasure, desire, longing, accomplishment; when contrasted with the worthiness of God, it pales in comparison. This is why Paul could look at everything he had before Christ and say he considers it rubbish because of the surpassing worth of knowing Jesus. Actually, I do believe Jesus is hinting at this total devotion to God when he responds to the question on taxes – you are God's image - so you belong to God – Jesus is saying give all yourself to the one whom you belong to. 

Now I know some of you might find it hard to love God in this way because maybe you have misunderstood who God is, or you do not know the affections he has towards you. I think of the many struggles in my home country, the pressure of a shame and honor culture, the struggle to not mess up, the legalistic approach to the Christian faith where many are constantly working with the hope that the works will make God love them more or bless them more. Let's be honest. It's hard to love someone who you don't believe loves you back. If you see God as an unloving boss who demands your Love, I can see why it could be hard to love him with all of you- heart, soul, and mind. 

Consider this with me, God is your creator; he purposefully crafted and molded you to reflect His glory in all of the world. He knows your name, the number of hairs on your head. Consider this as well, God is your redeemer; the famous bible verse in all of the world says, for God so loved the world that he gave… There it is. For God so loved you, he gave. And what did he give? he gave his only begotten Son so that if you believe in him, you will not perish but have eternal life. 

Now here is the thing, it's easy for us to agree with that verse but not linger long enough to be grabbed in our hearts by the affections of our heavenly Father towards us in this very act of giving his Son as a ransom for us. 2Cor5:21. He made the one who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. Nairobi needs a church that proclaims the goodness of God and shows people how much God loves them. This will go a long way in freeing people from the hold of prosperity and legalistic gospel.


Now Jesus doesn't stop at Love God; he goes on, look with me at verse 39,39 The second is like it: Love your neighbor as yourself. 
Again, Jesus quotes an Old Testament text; this time around, it's Leviticus. (Remember that bible book that you find hard to finish), Leviticus 19:18 reads, Do not take revenge or bear a grudge against members of your community, but love your neighbor as yourself; I am the Lord. Allow me to argue that this second commandment is the manifestation or visible fulfilling of the first commandment. What do I mean by this? Love for God is not fully visible to others apart from how we treat and love people. Consider 1 John 4:20 20 . If anyone says, "I love God," and yet hates his brother or sister, he is a liar. For the person who does not love his brother or sister whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.[footnoteRef:2] I love what Tony Evans says about this, To love your neighbor is to make the decision to compassionately and righteously pursue his or her well-being[footnoteRef:3] [2:  Christian Standard Bible (1 Jn 4:20–21). (2020). Holman Bible Publishers.]  [3:  Evans, T. (2019). The Tony Evans Study Bible (p. 1129). Holman Bible.] 


How would you have other people treat you? Jesus is telling you to treat people the same way. Do you want people to appreciate you, encourage you, be there for you, and give you the benefit of the doubt? Be gracious with you? If you were hungry, would you want others to feed you? If you didn't have something to wear, would you appreciate some clothes? If you were wrongly convicted, would you like people to advocate and fight for you? If you did not know Jesus and the good news of salvation (knowing what you know about the gospel today) wouldn't you long for someone to have a gospel conversation with you and intentionally disciple you? Allow me to contend that the most loving thing we can do in the world is to share the gospel with people far from God but close to us and intentionally and sacrificially Disciple them. It might take several awkward but intentional gospel conversations, which might stretch you, but at the end of the day, humanity's greatest need is to be reconciled with God. A huge part of loving your neighbor is verbally sharing the good news with them. 

But loving our neighbor is not simply a religious performance. It's an opportunity to bring the rule and reign of our good God to the present brokenness of this world as we look forward to the eternal city that is coming. That's the kind of church Nairobi/Boro city needs, a church that loves people and serves them. During the pandemic, my wife and I watched this documentary put up by BBC - a yearlong investigation, they found that homeless women and children living in the streets of Nairobi were falling prey to child traffickers. As if being homeless wasn't bad enough, these image barriers were also being forced to live with the pain of losing their children. This really broke our hearts! But if I'm honest, I saw these homeless ladies all the time as I lived and worked in Nairobi, but I did not really see them. They are the ignored parts of our city, and so if we are going to seriously love our neighbor as we love ourselves, we are going to have to step into this and point our neighbor to the Jesus who truly sees them, knows them, and cares for them. 

· We show Love for God by showing Love for Neighbor

Our plan is to set up a transition shelter for these ladies and their kids, we'll start small, and it's not going to be easy, but it is necessary, and it's in line with the heart of our Father. Isaiah 1:17 reminds us, "learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause. We desire to see these ladies transition from street life to church life to community life, and so we are planning to offer accommodation, rehabilitation, job training, job placement, and facilitate education for the Kids. I want to say thank you to you because, as a member of City church, you are already partnering with us financially. I would also ask you Consider giving on an individual level towards the church plant and the transition shelter – we can talk more after service. We'll be standing at the back. "God wants people to taste and see, through our actions of love, that he is very good, and his kingdom is amazing, so that, after experiencing it, they will want to be with him forever in his kingdom." -Jeff Vanderstelt. 




Going back to our text, Jesus ends his answer with this profound statement 40 All the Law and the Prophets depend on these two commands." if you take up all of the laws and take all the teachings of the prophets, they are fulfilled by loving God and loving neighbor. That's why paul in Romans 13:8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 

Here is what the Lord has been reminding me in this season, Christian brothers and sisters, if we try to fulfill the great commandment and the great commission by sheer force of will or self-determination, we will tire ourselves and labor in vain. The gospel frees us to depend on God. And out of the Love we have been loved with, we join Him in His redemptive works. Paul tells us in Philippians that the God who started a good work in you will see it into completion. This same God is the one who works in us to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

There is only one person in all of human history who has loved God with all of his heart, soul, and mind. There is only one man who has loved his neighbor intentionally and sacrificially to the point of dying a horrible death on the cross on his neigbours behalf. His name is Jesus. 

Do you desire to love God with all of your heart, soul, and mind? Do you desire to and love people as you love yourself? My encouragement to you this morning is be with Jesus before you do for Jesus. Run daily to Jesus; depend daily on him. He has the power to redirect your heart, your motives, priorities, and order your actions. And out of that transformation, out of that changed heart, out of that newness of life, I encourage you to take a step of faith. That might look like

· Having some people over for dinner to know them well and have GC
· Inviting your barber or workmate to fellowship
· Praying over your daily meeting schedule and asking God to present you with opportunities to be faithful to him 
· Getting to really know 5 of your neighbors and asking God to stir up their hearts unto salvation

I would encourage you to spend this week asking God to give you insight on what step or steps of faith he would have you take (not more than 3) steps that will lead you towards loving God with all of you and then loving your neighbor as your self. For the Glory of our God, for your good and the good of those around you.
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