· Apostles Creed
· 
· Series Slide 
· 
· Take a look at this work of art with me.
· 
· [image: Macintosh HD:Users:trevkeva:Downloads:Velazquez-CuineraChicago.jpg]
· This is a painting by Spanish artist Diego Velazquez from around 1620.
· 
· Its called “The Kitchen Maid”. In it, a young black woman is in the kitchen cleaning up. There are pots and jars around her. And a rag takes the center stage. Her face seems to be looking at the jar to her right, our left…maybe noticing something. But we have no idea what.
· 
· A nice painting, by a talented artist. But we’re sort of left to wonder…what is this girl’s story? …and why is she staring at that jar?
· 
· About 300 years after the art was painted, we got the answer. The painting was cleaned- and restored….and they found something.
· 
· At some point, the painting had been altered. A new owner, perhaps in order to fit it in a frame, had trimmed some of the edges. Likewise, I suppose according to the owner’s taste, an entire scene on the left hand side had been completely edited out of the picture. Painted over and covered up. 
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· 
But in 1933, Velazquez’ masterpiece was revealed.  And the painting was no longer called simply “The Kitchen Maid” …
· 
· [image: Macintosh HD:Users:trevkeva:Downloads:La_mulata,_by_Diego_Velázquez.jpg]
· 
· 
· … it was now “The Kitchen Maid at the Supper at Emmaus”
· 
· You can see in the background now what she is staring at. She’s looking in the jar at the reflection of the scene behind her. Jesus, talking with 2 men after they’ve just finished eating. 
· 
· In fact, she’s not just looking at Jesus, but the resurrected Jesus. A man who was dead a few days earlier. Through the window, she seems to be listening in to the conversation. The look on her face is both one of astonishment “Is that the guy? The one they crucified? How is he alive?” Likewise, there is a look of hope on her face. Maybe, because of what she’s hearing. Maybe she’s understanding what Jesus’ resurrection means for her, young servant girl. Maybe, for the first time in her young life…something…someone…just based on an overheard conversation…has given her hope…a future.
· 
· Whatever is happening with her, we can be sure…this was a very different picture without the resurrected Jesus. When Jesus’ meal with the 2 men was covered…we saw the woman’s expression differently. Maybe she was just looking at herself in that jar. It was a very ordinary scene. But when the meal with the Resurrected Jesus appeared…it became something…supernatural. The dead live again. And perhaps most astounding,…the servant girl is center stage in a picture about Jesus.
· 
· Title Slide- “The Kitchen Maid: How Meals & Conversations Give Presence and Hope”- Luke 24

· Soul Handles are habits that we are practicing together as a church, -to help us both be aware of Christ and his role at the center of our lives, and to be aware of our neighbors…and their need for Christ at the center of their lives. The aim of all these habits is being aware of God’s presence especially in everyday ordinary moments. 
· 
· Moments like eating a meal, talking to a friend, …or cleaning up the kitchen after dinner. So lets read about what’s going on in the background of Diego Velazquez’ painting…so we, like that Kitchen Maid…can have the same hopeful look on our faces that she does. 
· 
· Luke 24:1- 48
· 
· On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came to the tomb, bringing the spices they had prepared.
· 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb. 3 They went in but did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men stood by them in dazzling clothes. 5 So the women were terrified and bowed down to the ground.
· 
· “Why are you looking for the living among the dead? ” asked the men. 6 “He is not here, but he has risen! Remember how he spoke to you when he was still in Galilee, 7 saying, ‘It is necessary that the Son of Man be betrayed into the hands of sinful men, be crucified, and rise on the third day’ ? ” 8 And they remembered his words.
· 
· 9 Returning from the tomb, they reported all these things to the Eleven and to all the rest. 10 Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them were telling the apostles these things. 11 But these words seemed like nonsense to them, and they did not believe the women. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. When he stooped to look in, he saw only the linen cloths. So he went away, amazed at what had happened.
· 
· 13 Now that same day two of them were on their way to a village called Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem. 14 Together they were discussing everything that had taken place. 15 And while they were discussing and arguing, Jesus himself came near and began to walk along with them. 16 But they were prevented from recognizing him. 17 Then he asked them, “What is this dispute that you’re having with each other as you are walking? ” And they stopped walking and looked discouraged.
· 
· 18 The one named Cleopas answered him, “Are you the only visitor in Jerusalem who doesn’t know the things that happened there in these days? ”
· 
· 19 “What things? ” he asked them.
· 
· So they said to him, “The things concerning Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet powerful in action and speech before God and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him. 21 But we were hoping that he was the one who was about to redeem Israel. Besides all this, it’s the third day since these things happened. 22 Moreover, some women from our group astounded us. They arrived early at the tomb, 23 and when they didn’t find his body, they came and reported that they had seen a vision of angels who said he was alive. 24 Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they didn’t see him.” 
· 
· 25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Wasn’t it necessary for the Messiah to suffer these things and enter into his glory? ” 27 Then beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted for them the things concerning himself in all the Scriptures.
· 
· 28 They came near the village where they were going, and he gave the impression that he was going farther. 29 But they urged him, “Stay with us, because it’s almost evening, and now the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
· 
· 30 It was as he reclined at the table with them that he took the bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, but he disappeared from their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Weren’t our hearts burning within us while he was talking with us on the road and explaining the Scriptures to us? ” 33 That very hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem. They found the Eleven and those with them gathered together, 34 who said, “The Lord has truly been raised and has appeared to Simon! ” 35 Then they began to describe what had happened on the road and how he was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.
· 
· 36 As they were saying these things, he himself stood in their midst. He said to them,“Peace to you! ” 37 But they were startled and terrified and thought they were seeing a ghost. 38 “Why are you troubled? ” he asked them.“And why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet, that it is I myself! Touch me and see, because a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you can see I have.” 40 Having said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 But while they still were amazed and in disbelief because of their joy, he asked them,“Do you have anything here to eat? ” 42 So they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate in their presence.
· 
· 44 He told them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you ​— ​that everything written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 He also said to them,“This is what is written: The Messiah would suffer and rise from the dead the third day, 47 and repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in his name to all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 And look, I am sending you what my Father promised. As for you, stay in the city until you are empowered from on high.” 
· 
· Transition: Today, I want to show you how powerful Meals & Conversations are- when those meals and conversations help us see the resurrected Jesus. 
· 
· 1) Presence isn’t just important, it's the whole point.  And when its not…we’re disappointed. 
· 
· …and when I say “whole point”…I mean…presence is the end. Presence is the goal. EVERYTHING WE ARE….EVERYTHING WE AS HUMAN BEINGS ARE DOING IS ALL AIMING AT SOMEONE TO BE PRESENT WITH US.
· 
· Introverts…hear me out.
· Because I think even a introvert would admit…that deep down…you want to be loved. You want someone to acknowledge you…to know you…and love you. 
· 
· I won’t belabor proving that point to you this morning…because I think its pretty self-evident to you. That you and I… we want to be loved…BY SOMEONE. 
· 
· We can all imagine the beauty of someone saying, “I don’t have any money of stuff, but I have what’s most important- friends and family that love me.”
· 
· And we would all be appalled by the inverse of that statement “I don’t have any family or friends, but I have what’s most important- money and stuff.”
· 
· All the money and stuff in the world is no good if it can’t be enjoyed WITH people that know and love us. Presence Matters.
· 
· …and we don’t just want presence at a distance. We want it up close. We want the person that loves us…to be with us. 
· 
· And the Bible begins that way. 
· With a God who somehow, even in himself is not alone- he is and always has been Father, Son and Holy Spirit- and that God overflowed his love and with his WORD created the world…and then HUMANS to be WITH HIM. 
· 
· Not because he needed us…but because his love was so great that he gave himself away… to invite more people into that love.
· 
· The whole point, according to the Bible, of your entire existence …the deepest created longing of your soul…is PRESENCE…to be known and loved BY GOD and OTHERS. And then to be with them forever. 
· 
· Because the God that created you- created you TO GIVE AND RECEIVE LOVE. 
· 
· And, if you flip to the back of your Bible, you can read that that’s the way this whole thing…this universe and life and everything we are is going to end up. FOREVER. PRESENCE. US WITH GOD AND GOD WITH US. KNOWN AND LOVED. 
· 
· So now, with all that in mind…lets go to the very first conversation over a meal in the Bible.
· 
· Gen 3:1-6
· Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the wild animals that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat from any tree in the garden’? ” 
· 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit from the trees in the garden. 3 But about the fruit of the tree in the middle of the garden, God said, ‘You must not eat it or touch it, or you will die.’ ” 
· 4 “No! You will not die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “In fact, God knows that when you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 The woman saw that the tree was good for food and delightful to look at, and that it was desirable for obtaining wisdom. So she took some of its fruit and ate it; she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 

· Sin entered the world through a conversation over a meal. And the conversation was about convincing humanity that true beauty was found in KNOWING…not loving. 
· KNOW MORE THAN GOD….and you’ll have POWER over him.
· It's a subtle twist on God’s plan. Instead of being KNOWLEDGE being used as a means to LOVE. The serpent tempts the humans to believe that using KNOWLEDGE to be POWERFUL leads to the good life.  

· …and with that, presence was minimized. 
· “Maybe God is not really about love,” the serpent said. “Maybe life isn’t really about being with GOD…Maybe you aren’t safe with him. He just wants power over you. You can’t stand out here naked. You can’t trust God. You can’t even trust each other. Don’t let him know you. Cover up. You’re too vulnerable. He’ll only hurt you. Your only hope is to eat…defy him…get into a power struggle!” Defend yourself and fight back! 
· 
· Gen 3:7-9
· Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.

· 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden. 9 So the Lord God called out to the man and said to him, “Where are you? ” 

· That's a question of presence.
· In their rebellion…when Adam and Ever listened to the voice of the serpent convince them that life was not about the presence of God, being fully known, NAKED…and fully loved NOT ASHAMED…. When the snake convinced them their eyes would be opened…actually- They lost their vision- their ability to see God. And the opportunity to see and know each other. 
· They lost God’s presence. They were kicked out of the Garden. 
· 
· And while they didn’t die immediately…they began to disintegrate. Their souls coming apart at the seam. Because remember, the way your soul is WHOLE is through the presence of God. Connection with God and others. 
· 
· Now, lets go back to the Emmaus Road.
· 
· Luke 24:15-16
· After Jesus’ resurrection- he shows up to talk with two of the guys who had been following him. But they can’t recognize him.
· 
· In other words, they don’t realize God’s presence is walking with them.
· 
· V 17 & 21
· And he starts a conversation. 
· Apparently they were arguing about Jesus’ death in light of this new information about resurrection…and they’re discouraged.
· 
· They said, “We were hoping…that he was going to redeem Israel.”
· By redeem, these guys are talking politically. They understood Jesus talk about the Kingdom of God to be about POWER, not PRESENCE. They thought that Jesus was going to lead Israel to overthrow Rome, but sense Rome crucified Jesus…that meant, to them, that ROME- their political oppressors had won.
· 
· To them, knowing Jesus was about power, not presence. 
· 
· And…they WERE hoping meant they didn’t believe the story of the resurrection. 
· 
· But look at those statements- “they were sad, discouraged, without hope”
· 
· These guys, when they didn’t recognize the resurrected Jesus…when they had understood God’s Kingdom to be about political power, and not about God’s presence…

· They felt sad…and hopeless.
· When Adam and Eve, in the Garden traded in God’s presence to have power over him…they felt sad and hopeless.
· 
· Back to 1)
· Do you know what Secularism is?
· Secularism is the attempt to have the Kingdom of God…without God as King.
· It's the attempt to have all that the Garden of Eden can offer, without living with the Gardner.
· Secularism is a way of life that denies the presence of God, yet still believes in the unlimited potential of the creatures made in God’s image. 
· 
· …and its failing on a massive scale.
· Think about the secular view of sex, for example. 
· Sex is one of God’s greatest gifts. Its given as a SOUL act…that connects body and spirit of a man to a woman inside of a covenant marriage commitment. It points to the ecstasy and joy and unity of Heaven. It creates life inside of families that are committed to knowing and loving each other. That is sex as God gave it to us.
· 
· But secularism, that believes God’s not there, redefined it…to chase after personal happiness. 
· And, both religious and irreligious people… are experiencing the great letdown and fall out from the secular sexual revolution. 
· Sex, removed from the presence of God, becomes about personal pleasure. It becomes casual and light…instead of deep and meaningful. Yet…in our pursuit of getting the Kingdom of Sex without the KING….we are the most sexually hurting people in the history of the world. 
· The #metoo movement has exposed some of the greatest failures of the sexual revolution.  
· Women can’t trust men in power, because power has been abused.
· And men keep objectifying women, because they are constantly taught to do so in advertising, movies, television…because honestly, sex sells. 
· 
· So, the utopia we thought we could create in the Kingdom of sex…without the presence of the King…has left us…sad. We were hoping…
· 
· I could go on and on and on… about money…about gentrification in urban areas, about slavery, and Manifest Destiny, about socialism, communism, and capitalism and the way economic ideas tthat we thought tcould bring God’s Kingdom without GOD…just left us discouraged…and without hope. We thought Utopia would come…but all we got was bloody revolutions, Pol Pot and killing fields, Hitler and concentration camps, Stalin and the extermination of millions of people. 

· We thought the more KNOWLEDGE we had, the POWER we’d have and we could build a better earth. Yet, the further we move into history…the more we are able to use and kill each other.
· 
· ...and we keep trying to bring the hope of God’s Kingdom…our own kind of self made heaven…while we also try to keep God from bossing us around. We keep acting like he’s not there and he hasn’t already started a conversation with us.
· 
· But let’s not leave it to world systems and cultural sins.
· Lets get personal.
· 
· Think for just a second. How are you living without the presence of God. How are you, personally, trying to bring your own personal UTOPIA, without really acknowledging God’s presence in your life?
· 
· Think about your marriage. You expect it to be fulfilling? Do you EVER talk about God with your spouse? Have you ever asked God- what do you want me to do with this marriage?
· 
· How about your singleness? Do you EVER consciously think about what God wants you to do as a single person? How he wants you to live?
· 
· How about your money? Your lifestyle? Does the fact that Jesus resurrected make ANY DIFFERENCE to how you spend your money? Or the kind of house you buy? Or the career you’re in?
· 
· What about your kids? Are you trying to raise Blessed kids…without really teaching them about GOD…the source of every blessing?
· 
· Listen, just because you show up at church…or said a prayer one time doesn’t mean you aren’t living a secular life without God’s presence. 
· 
· Let me ask you- what is your hope? What is your aim? Where do you think living like God isn’t present is going to get you?
· 
· If its true, that God made everything with the aim of us experiencing his presence…knowing and loving…being known and being loved…by him and others…then…if you are living like the most important thing in the universe doesn't matter…how’s that going to end?
· 
· …well…I have good news. Because of this conversation and meal we’re allowed to eavesdrop on in Luke 24…. Today…is the perfect day…to scrape away the paint in the upper left hand corner of the portrait of your life….and start to acknowledge the risen Jesus. Because…
· 
· 2) Every ordinary moment (like a meal or a conversation) is an opportunity for supernatural hope.
·  
· IN Diego Vasquez’ painting of the Kitchen Maid…the whole meaning of the painting changes when Jesus’ meal and conversation with these 2 disciples comes into view.
· 
· Put up 2nd Pic again
· Now, all of sudden, this girls face seems flooded with hope. 
· Like what she’s hearing is changing her. 
· With this Kitchen Maid, Vasquez is showing us that this BIG supernatural story of a God-Man rising from the dead…
· …has impact for even the ordinary servant girl. 
· 
· Notice the way he identifies the girl, and her work with Jesus’ work. 
· PARALLEL BETWEEN her at center table and Jesus at center table.
· (Look at the empty table with the cloth…like the empty tomb with the cloth Jesus was wrapped in)
· Look at the vessels of her work around her…that she has power to use in the service of others…as Jesus is flanked by these 2 disciples that he will use to serve others and get the message of his resurrection out to the world.
· 
· Vasquez is making a statement.
· The resurrection of Jesus doesn’t just MATTER to the servant girl…it is the weakest of society, those that people don’t think will make a difference…that God will use to make himself known to the world.
· He’s making a statement that the most ordinary things in life…that’s where the love of GOD is going to be on display with the most beauty and power.
· 
· AND THAT MEANS- that no matter what your job is, no matter what your status in society is, no matter what your salary is, no matter who you are or aren’t married to, no matter what your kids can achieve, no matter what suffering you are going through in life…
· 
· …who you are and what you do and say has the potential for COSMIC IMPACT… if you will acknowledge the presence of the resurrected Christ.
· 
· Let me show some of this in this text. 
· 24:9-11
· The first people to hear about the Resurrection of Jesus, were women. Jesus put the gospel in the hands of people, who in that time, their testimony wasn’t even admissible in court.
· 
· They were “UNBELIEVEABLE people” who were delivering “UNBELIEVEABLE news”. And they weren’t believed.
· 
· Why not have a King…or governor…or someone powerful be the first to see the Resurrected Jesus?
· Well, because that’s not the way God works. Because God is not fundamentally power…he is love. He doesn’t work TOP DOWN, but BOTTOM UP.
· The supernatural comes through mouths of the ordinary.
· 
· 24:25-27
· Then, despite the fact that these two guys on the Emmaus Road are TOTALLY missing JESUS standing right in front of them… Jesus calls them foolish and slow to understand…yet in great patience…he doesn’t leave them and say, “I’m going go find some folks who catch on a lot faster.”
· 
· No instead, he has a conversation with them. He explains from the Scripture, the Old Testament, how all of these prophets were pointing to a God-man who would die and resurrect to bring back the Kingdom of God and the presence of God that was lost in the garden because of sin.
· 
· Also, note, that God uses the Scripture, writings by a lot of ordinary and ignored men…Moses was herding sheep in a desert…and didn’t speak well. Many of the prophets were marginalized and ignored by the powerful people of their day, yet it was through the quiet ordinary writing down of the events of these men’s lives and them writing down what God said to and thru them…that God himself was revealed.
· 
· And of course, there’s Jesus himself. GOD…in ordinary human flesh. Even the resurrected Jesus…just blends into the background of these two men when they aren’t looking for him.
· 
· And then my favorite part…
· 
· 24:30-31 & 35b (start at “he was made known)
· Do you see when they finally recognize Jesus?
· Its at the table.
· At a meal. 
· When they break bread.
· 
· Luke 24:41-42
· He does it again when he meets up with the rest of the disciples.
· They are in disbelief…he says, “Lets have some Long John Silvers together. 
· 
· There was something in the eating of a meal with Jesus…in breaking bread with him…that their eyes were finally opened.
· 
· Hmmm. Remember that phrase?
· Gen 3:4-5
· That was the serpent’s promise.
· Eat this meal with me, and your eyes will be opened to know MORE than God.
· 
· 24:30-31 & 35b (start at “he was made known)
· But the resurrected Jesus says, “Eat this meal with meyou're your eyes will opened to KNOW God.”
· Seculariztion uses meals and conversations to KNOW MORE THAN GOD…without God.
· The Resurrected Jesus uses meals and conversations to REVEAL WHO GOD IS, so that we a know….that we are known and loved by him.
· 
· But isn’t it strange…that just when these guys recognize who jesus is…the Scripture says…he disappears.
· Poof.
· He does it again to the rest of the disciples at the end of the chapter, He ascends to heaven and leaves them. 
· 
· Well, the answer is conversation and a different kind of presence.
· 24:32, 45, 49
· In short, it is God’s conversation with us- his Scripture…the Bible…and it is the “power from on high” or God’s Holy Spirit that is given to everyone who practices the presence of the risen Jesus…to every believer. 
· God’s word and his Spirit, become to us the presence of Resurrected Christ.
· 
· 24:46-47
· And then, it is through those believers…those Kitchen Maids and Car Mechanics…Fishermen and Tent-makers…Financial Analysts and Hair Dressers…that, like the women at the tomb and the 2 fools on the Road to Emmaus…would become the mouthpieces…the representatives of the hope and presence of God to the world. 
· 
· Back to 2)
· 
· So lets think now about these Common Rule practices were practicing together as a church. Slowly…failing along the way…but helping one another.
· 4 daily practices, and 4 weekly practices…that we want to build into habit together.
· 
· There are 4 habits that really help us acknowledge God’s presence with us…so we don’t let our ordinary lives cover up the presence of the resurrected Jesus, like what happened to Vasquez’ painting for 400 years.
· 
· Then there are 4 habits that help us be present with others…in meals and conversations
· 
·  Common Rule Slide
· 
· Left hand side are helping us keep the presence of God on our minds.
· Right hand side presence of others.
· 
· Habits of resistance on bottom. This is keeping our electronic devices from taking away ordinary moments that spark conversation. Turning the phone and the TV or iPad off. Facing one another.
· 
· We have so much distraction that keep us from having conversations…so those help us to eliminate some of that distraction…so we can begin to notice Jesus at work in our conversations with others.
· 
· Then the top two- One meal a day with someone. Here we are recognizing the humble power of breaking bread together and talking. Turn off the TV. Make it a priority to eat together. To show hospitality and invite others to gather around a table.
· …and talk about SOMETHING. My family has a little box of cards we ordered off Amazon that are just things families can talk about. Get one of those…it can lead to some great conversations. 
· AND…if you are reading Scripture at the start of your day…talk about that. If you are praying…talk about what God is teaching you. 
· Ask around the table…what’s the best thing and the hardest thing that happened today. Something that helps you mine out the image of God in one another. The point is THAT YOU ARE BEING PRESENT..ready to give and receive love…instead of being a million other places at once in your phone. 
· 
· Back to 2)
· Then, the weekly habit of having an hour of conversation with a friend.
· Think about your conversations with friends for a second. How many conversations do you have with friends and family…that mean something. That are actually talking about something important? What do your conversations ususally center on?
· I’m not saying EVERY conversation has to be a deep philosophical or religious idea…but I AM saying that if its not normal for you to have conversations where the only things you talk about are things that the resurrection of Jesus has NOTHING to do with…then you might be living a secular life. 
· 
· Do you ever talk about the meaning of life? Do you talk about what’s hard in life? Do you talk about where your hope is? Do you talk about your fears? Do you talk about God’s blessings? Do you talk about the way the Resurrected Jesus is changing you? Do you talk about the Bible…ask questions about it when you don’t understand it? Do you ever sit with a friend who doesn’t believe in the resurrected Jesus and ask them what gives them hope? What they think life is really about?
· 
· Or do you just talk about sports? Or the weather? Or your vacations? Or your favorite places to shop? Or how your juicing diet is changing your life?
· 
· Maybe you’re more secular than you thought.
· But listen, today is not the day freak out about that. I have Good NEWS
· 
· 3) Jesus lost the Father’s presence, so you could get it back. 

· That Kitchen Maid in Diego Vasquez’ painting looks so surprised, so hopeful because she has overheard the gospel. That Jesus died for sin, and resurrected. He has not only forgiven us…but called us to be his proclaimers. He has promised his presence with us forever.
· And for a young servant girl…who didn’t have much hope of ever really being or doing anything important in the eyes of her culture…this was good news. 
· 24:46-47
· See the gospel is the reversal of the curse of Genesis 3. When we rebelled against God…to try to open our eyes and get power.
· God humbled himself, and took our curse on a cross…death…so that he could open our eyes with his forgiveness…to see hope again.
· ON the cross, Jesus was cast out…separated from his Father…taking what we deserved. Taking our sin.
· And he was giving us what he deserved…the presence of God. The gift of the Holy Spirit…and eventually, when he comes back to renew the world…we will have the WHOLE KINGDOM OF GOD. All things new. Everything perfected. No more sin. No more serpent lies. 

· The message of the gospel is that even though God FULLY KNEW You…he saw you in all your sin…he Still loved you..enough to die for you…because life is about HIS PRESNCE.
· 
· 
· Lords Supper
· And he gave us a meal…to eat with each other…and a conversation to have over that meal. On the night before Jesus died…
· 
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