I can’t think of a better thing to do on Easter, than what I’m about to ask you to do. With all the honesty you can muster…

Write down in one word, what you think the meaning of life is. (You won’t have to show this to anyone)

Series Slide

There’s a short story by the Argentine author Jorge Luis Borges called “The Immortal”.

Its about a man that drinks from a river that gives him eternal life. 

After centuries of living, the man realizes something. 

His life lacks definition. It lacks meaning.

Its just sort of going on and on. He realized that Death made things precious. Made him cherish things while he had them. 

His immortality actually cheapens his life.

So he hears about another river. A river that will bring death back. That will make him mortal again. So he wanders the earth looking for that river to drink from. 

Here’s the author’s point. You can’t make life better just by increasing its quantity. What we appreciate about life is its quality.

And we determine quality by defining meaning. 

Let me give you some examples.

For some of you, Comfort is your meaning. So the quality of your life is all determined by whether or not you find comfort. Now, most of you probably didn’t write that on your card…but if you add up all your actions…that’s what they say. You get angry when someone interrupts your entertainment. You never have emotion like you have when someone loses the remote control, or asks you to miss the Titans game to attend a wedding.

You care really deeply about whether or not you get your nap in. You snap at your kids if they mess up your evening plans to relax. 

A good bit of your money is spent on making your life comfortable. Like the money you sank into your house…which was way more than you needed. 

So you live as if comfort can give your life meaning. 

Some of us live for money. Again, probably not a single person wrote that down on your card. But here’s the deal. You rest easier when you know your bank account is padded. Your life is defined by chasing the next promotion. You are always going back to school to get the next degree, or find the next entrepreneurial idea, or make the next move that’s gonna set you in a position to make more money. ALL YOUR LIFE DECISIONS revolve around making and keeping your money. 

Money is life.

Some of us live for recognition. The choices you make add up to a pursuit of having people say good things about you and praise you for accomplishments.

Some of us live for sex. Some of us live for pleasure. 

But think about this for a second. In all of those things…comfort, money, recognition, sex, pleasure…

…in every single one of those things that we think will make our life meaningful…there have been people who have achieved those things…and still looked themselves in the eye at the end of it all and said, “What have I done? I’ve wasted my life.”

In other words, if your were to gain immortality…and for the rest of time you had comfort, money, recognition, sex and pleasure…you would eventually go looking for the river of mortality. You would eventually ask for death.

Why do you think millionaires still commit suicide?

Why do you think a-list actors and athletes with trophy cases full of recognition, with sex and money and pleasure and comfort by the truckloads…why do you think they tell us, sometimes through a drug overdose, “All this stuff I’ve been chasing isn’t what its cracked up to be,”?

There are 2 books of the Bible that are absolutely fascinating when you read them together on this subject. 

Ecclesiastes and Job.

Ecclesiastes is written by King Solomon…who has the time, power, and resources to chase every meaning he can chase. Sex, recognition, pleasure, money, power…and he gets it all. But his consistent refrain is “Meaningless. Its all meaningless.”

Job, on the other hand, loses all he has, including his family. And yet, still refuses to curse God and in the middle of his worst days, covered in sores, abandoned by his friends, with nothing but his breath.. Job says “I know my redeemer lives. I know I will see God.”

Two men. 

Solomon- had it all- and despaired.
Job- Had it all taken from him and it deepened his hope in God. 

Listen, Meaning has to stand up to death. It has to be something death can’t take from us. 

…and it has to stand up to eternal life, too. Meaning has to be something that we genuinely won’t tire of if life were to go on forever.

So look at your card. Is what you’ve written down “death-proof”? Can it last forever?

You know, most of us…have barely thought about meaning for more than 2 total hours of our life.
We’re too busy. Too distracted. We’ve got more important things to do.

The deal is…we’re afraid. We’re afraid of what we’ll find out about ourselves.

We’re afraid to change our lives. We’re afraid to fail. We’re afraid that when we examine ourselves…we’ll see that we’ve wasted our lives on something that ends up not standing up to death. 

Which is sort of the beauty of eternal life. If its there. If its really there. Then if you are breathing…if you are awake…

…well, its not too late….and if you find life…if you find meaning…you have FOREVER to enjoy it. You haven’t wasted a second. 

But, I can only show you the door…you’re the one that has to walk through it. 

Title Slide- The Immortal Chuck Norris Joke: How Eternal Life is a Person & a Process That Begins with Amen- John 1:1-5 & 5:24-29 & 1 John 1:1-4
For the last 3 months, We’ve been going through the Apostle’s Creed line by line to understand what it means…and today, we come to the final line 
“I believe in the life everlasting. Amen.”

To understand this statement…
We’re going to read 3 passages today. Two passages ABOUT Jesus. And one quote FROM Jesus. All written down by the apostle John.

John 1:1-5
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 All things were created through him, and apart from him not one thing was created that has been created. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 5 That light shines in the darkness, and yet the darkness did not overcome it. 

1 John 1:1-3

What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have observed and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life ​— ​
2 that life was revealed, and we have seen it and we testify and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us ​— ​ 3 what we have seen and heard we also declare to you, so that you may also have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

John 5:24-29
24 “Truly I tell you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not come under judgment but has passed from death to life.

25 “Truly I tell you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 26 For just as the Father has life in himself, so also he has granted to the Son to have life in himself. 27 And he has granted him the right to pass judgment, because he is the Son of Man. 28 Do not be amazed at this, because a time is coming when all who are in the graves will hear his voice 29 and come out ​— ​those who have done good things, to the resurrection of life, but those who have done wicked things, to the resurrection of condemnation. 

Transition: Here’s the first thing to understand about the life everlasting.

1) Eternal Life is a person…so the meaning of life is relational, not transactional. 

You ever heard Chuck Norris jokes before?
Like…
When Chuck Norris falls in water, Chuck Norris doesn't get wet. Water gets Chuck Norris.

Some people wear Superman pajamas. Superman wears Chuck Norris pajamas.
One time, death had a near Chuck Norris experience.

The way John writes about Jesus …is a little Chuck Norris-y.
Honestly, the way Jesus talks about Jesus is a little Chuck Norris-y.

John 1:1-5
When John writes that Jesus is the Word that IS God and was with God the Father at the creation of the universe…

He’s intentionally using a word that Greek philosophers used all the time.

The word is LOGOS.
The LOGOS for the Greek philosopher was shorthand for the “Meaning of Life”.
It was the driving force behind the universe. Its what made life worth living.

Whatever the LOGOS was…which was sort of secret and mysterious…John comes in at the first of his book about Jesus with a killer Chuck Norris joke. 

Basically he says “Philosophers spend their life searching for the Logos. The Logos spends its life searching for Jesus.” 

John is saying, “what you’ve all been looking for…the source of life and light and the entire creation…is Jesus Christ.”

I mean, look at verse 5. It's a classic Chuck Norris joke. 
“Jesus sleeps with a night light. Not because he’s afraid of the dark, but because the dark is afraid of him.”

Now look at what John writes in the first 3 verses of his first epistle.
1 John 1:1-3
He uses “eternal life” as a replacement for Jesus.

Jesus isn’t a metaphor for eternal life. 
Eternal Life is a metaphor for Jesus.

Jesus isn’t merely the WAY to GET eternal life.
JESUS IS ETERNAL LIFE.
And that eternal life is all about having FELLOWSHIP with God the Father and Jesus his son. 

John 17:3
In John 17, we get this prayer of Jesus recorded on the night before he is crucified.
He says, eternal life is defined by knowing God the Father…and his Son JESUS CHRIST.

Jesus IS eternal life. 

You don’t GET eternal life IF you have a relationship with Jesus.
No.
Eternal Life IS the Relationship with Jesus. Its not something you get…its someone you know.
ETERNAL LIFE…which is more QUALITY than it is quantity…(a pretty Chuck Norris-y claim considering Eternal life goes on forever…like eternal life is BETTER than it is LONG)… and Eternal life, the Logos, the deepest meaning in the universe…
…is having a relationship with a person.
Jesus Christ.

Does that blow your mind?
I told you. This is Chuck Norris level stuff.

Here’s the point about eternal life…deep meaning…and Jesus.
Presence > Performance:
The deepest meaning of life is being with God. Not doing things FOR him or having him do things FOR you.

There are generally 2 approaches to God.
One is to think you are the center of universe and Jesus is an add on to your life. God’s purpose is to make sure that you achieve the meaning you’ve designed for yourself.
So God is only good as long as he makes you comfortable now.
God is only good if he takes care of your money needs.
He’s only good if he gets you the sex, the marriage, the recognition you demand…and it better be on time. 
God is a distant vending machine who deserves a little praise as long as he helps your team win the championship. I mean, You’re happy to pound your chest and point to the sky.

In other words, life is about God performing for you.
You are the LOGOS. You are Chuck Norris. And God should fear you.

The other approach is that God is up in Heaven…again, distant sort of looking down…waiting for you to perform for him.
First, you need to pass the theology exam.
You need to know all the right answers to the pertinent theological questions.
If you pray the right prayers, if you do all the right things, if you are moral enough…and if you are REALLY REALLY sorry for all your sins…then God will forgive you, accept you, and sort of reluctantly let you have eternal life. 

In other words…if you do enough for God…he’ll do something ETERNALLY NICE for you.

But both of these approaches to God are transactional.
They are quid pro quo.
I’ll exchange worship for temporary blessing.
Or I’ll exchange hard work for eternal life.

Let me ask you something, parents.
Is your relationship with your kids Quid Pro Quo?
IS it “Do something for me and I’ll do something for you?”

No. At least its shouldn’t be. And when it is we call it dysfunctional.
Parents care for children because they have and want to keep a relationship. At the center is love. At the center is WITHNESS. 

Families…in their most non-dysfunctional sense…are people that are overcoming obstacles to love each other. 
Does it take work? Yes.
Is it hard? Yes. 
But its relational. Not transactional.

Back to 1)

Eternal life is not a golf game that never ends.
He’s a person.
And he loves you. He wants a relationship with you…like Fathers are SUPPOSED to want relationships with their kids. 
You know why it hurts so bad when a parent abandons their kids? 

You know why it hurts when you get used by somebody…for sex, or money, or recognition...

Because at the Center of the universe…holding all creation together, is the LOGOS, the Word, Jesus Christ. 
And everything that isn’t in line with who he is…and the love he brings…is tearing apart at the seams. That’s what sin is. 

Your heart breaks when someone uses you transactionally instead of loves you relationally…because its not the way its supposed to be. 
That’s why Solomon ended all his transactional experiences from Ecclesiastics saying “Meaningless. Its all Meaningless”
And Job, when everything was stripped away said, “I can still see the Face of God. Life isn’t about stuff…its about knowing and being known by Him.”

Transition: Here’s the other…seemingly contradictory point about eternal life. Because its at this point right here that some of you are “Amen-ing” and saying “Yes. Its not about religion…its about relationship. Its not about what I do, its about what’s been done.” …and I agree. But…knowing God effects what we do. See…

2) Eternal Life is a process…so the meaning of life is cultivating, not consuming.

I have coached Flag Football for about 5 seasons. 
And I always have my team chant something…before games, after practice…sometimes during half-time.

“I am not. My performance. But who I am. CHANGES. My performance.”

The point is I want the kids to know that I don’t love or value them because of what they can do for me. 
I love them because God created them in his image.

But. Then I ask them to perform.
I ask them to do something for me.
I ask them to listen to my instruction. I ask them to execute the plays I call.
And I don’t give them those plays or ask them to run those drills at practice because I just want to inconvenience them for a couple of hours every week.

No. I give them the plays. I tell them to run the drills because ultimately, its pointing at the goal that they really deeply want. To enjoy football and win the ball game.

See, I want them to know their coach cares about regardless of their performance…at the same time…once they realize that…I fully expect that to positively effect their effort and their performance.

I expect that to make them better football players, not lazier ones. 
The fact that they don’t have to perform, leads them to perform better. 

John 5:24 & 28-29
There are 4 verses between these 2 seemingly contradictory statements that Jesus makes about eternal life.

The first statement says Eternal Life is all about having faith in Jesus. You hear his word and believe. And you won’t be judged for your sin. 
You will have eternal life. You will have Jesus.

Then, 4 verses later Jesus says “people who have done good things will resurrect to eternal life, and people who have done wicked things will be condemned to hell.”

So which is it?
Well, without taking you through a bunch of Scripture to connect all this…let me put it this way.
V 24 is “You are not your performance. This is about welcoming Jesus’ presence into your life”

V 29 is “But now, who you are in Jesus Christ CHANGES your performance”

John 15:5-8
5 I am the vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him produces much fruit, because you can do nothing without me. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is thrown aside like a branch and he withers. They gather them, throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you want and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this: that you produce much fruit and prove to be my disciples. 

Look what Jesus says here. On one hand. Attach to me. This is about presence. Put your faith in me.

You are not your performance.
But then he says, BUT WHO YOU ARE. A branch attached to a life-giving vine...that changes your performance. 
If you are receiving love from me…you will overflow it…in a thousand beautiful ways to others.

And if you don’t. Then you aren’t attached to the vine. You aren’t my disciples.

You will be dried up. Thrown into the fire and burned. (that's a metaphor for judgment and eternal condemnation- for hell).

So, you ask- is having a relationship with Jesus enough? To save me?
And Jesus says yes!

And then you say, “So it doesn’t matter what I do?”
And Jesus says, “When did you hear me say that?”

“Grace is not opposed to effort, it is opposed to earning. Earning is an attitude. Effort is an action.”- Dallas Willard

Earning says to God “I’ll impress you with my performance, so that you’ll give me a reward for what I’ve earned.” Earning is entitlement.

But effort…that’s an action. That’s fruit producing. That’s cultivating…and it's a process. That’s taking who you are…and turning it into what you do. 

All through the Scripture there is an expectation that knowing God, that being attached to Jesus by faith…by hearing his words…will result in a change of the way we do things. It will result in a striving to do good works that God has prepared for us to do.

And that change is a process. Its not an immediate flip of a switch.
Think about the vine metaphor. 
Once a branch is attached to the vine, it takes time for the branch to produce fruit. It doesn’t happen overnight. But the more the branch drinks deeply of the nectar that flows to it from the vine…the healthier it gets, and the bigger and juicier and more abundant the fruit grows.

That nectar is the love of God. That we know from reading Scripture. From prayer…being relational with God. Talking to him. And from being with the church…the people of God who put flesh and blood on the love of God.

As we take in those means of God’s grace….the nectar flows more fully into us…and produces good works.

1 John 5:3
That's why John writes that LOVING GOD (relational) is keeping his commands (Performance). BUT he says, its not a burden. An ymore than a branch producing fruit is a burden. 
Any more than a parent doing a child’s laundry or making her meals is a burden. That doesn’t mean it doesn’t take effort. But I don’t do it with an attitude that I am EARNING a relationship, rather, I do it because I already HAVE the relationship.
Who I AM CHANGES my performance.

Back to 2)

So that’s why I say its process. It takes time. To fully let eternal life come out of you as you are attached to the vine of eternal life.

But it always produces fruit. 
What’s that fruit?
Well, it boils down to cultivation instead of consumption.
If I’m primarily a consumer…I take. I eat. I devour. And I rarely replace. 
I use the last of the paper towel and leave the empty cardboard roll sitting there.
I pluck fruit out of the garden…and I don’t plant anything. 
I receive, but I never give.

But God made us to be cultivators. That’s the game plan. To spill life and good and beauty out into the world and into the lives of other people.
The meaning of life flows INTO us from JESUS…and OUT OF US to other people.

We cultivate life in others. 
Galatians 5:19-21
Paul contrasts a list of consuming activities with a list of cultivating attitudes.
Look at the bad list first.
Its so many of the things we put at the center of our lives chasing meaning. Its so much of what Solomon chased in Ecclesiastes. Its all about using people for our own pleasure or comfort. Its consumption. 

Gal 5:22-23
But then, Paul says when you are attached to Jesus…when you are relationally holding on to the LOGOS…you have his Spirit…the nectar of the vine…and it produces attitudes that CULTIVATE life in other people. 
You tell me. Would you like to have friends and family that overflowed love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control? Isn’t that life giving? Doesn’t it put you at rest and bring an environment of beauty into your life? Isn’t that the sort of person that you can grow with?

Its cultivating. Its life giving. Its obeying the commands of the God who loves us. 
It's the process of eternal life flowing out of you to cultivate life in others…instead of using people to try to define meaning for yourself…looking for a quality of life that can only be found by Facing Jesus and saying…”More of you. Less of me.”

Transition: But it is a process. And with all processes…they have to start. Somewhere. Small. A tiny mustard seed of faith in Christ, Jesus says, will grow up into a giant tree that gives life and fruit to all around it.

And the last word of the Apostles Creed gives you the ONE WORD you need to start the process…today. That word is “Amen”.

3) Jesus said “It is Finished.” Our reply is Amen.

When Jesus was nailed to a cross, it was for 2 reasons.
One was because of our performance.
We were made to worship God. 

We were made to put him at the center of our lives.
We were made to cultivate…instead of consume. 
To love…instead of hate.

But our performance failed.
We sinned.

And that sin against an eternal and perfect God of Love and Justice deserves death.

The other reason Jesus died on a cross, was because we were separated from the presence of God.

It was relational.
We needed someone to get us back to our Father.
We needed a way to re-establish a relationship with God.

On the cross, Jesus both took the judgment for our sin…forgiving us… he took the penalty for our lack of performance.

And on the cross, Jesus was separated from the Father. He felt the relational separation that we deserved. “My God, My God, Why have you forsaken me?”

Jesus died between 2 thieves. Crucified on his left and right.
You know what thieves are? Ultimate consumers.
They take, without paying in.

Now picture it. On top of Mt. Calvary. Golgotha. The place of the skull.
The Logos, Eternal Life, The life-giving meaning of the universe…dying like a consuming criminal. 

When Jesus died, with last breath he said, “It is Finished.”
What he meant was, HE had performed. He had lived a perfect life. He had died the death we deserved. He had accomplished what was necessary to bring us back to God.

So he could say, even to that thief on the cross who believed that Jesus was the Eternal Life…Jesus could say to that consumer and any of us consumers…“Today, you will be with me in paradise.”

When Jesus died the death of a consumer, he was cultivating Eternal Life to all who believe in him
That’s why he said.

John 10:10- A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I have come so that they may have life and have it in abundance.

When Jesus walked out of the grave…he was first mistaken by Mary as a gardener.
A Cultivator.

Well, she wasn’t really mistaken. 
When Jesus resurrected from the tomb he was completing his mission to open the door back to God. He was cultivating life in his followers. 
The Logos, the eternal life, died like a consumer…to be become the Ultimate cultivator. 

CLOSE: 
You know, its sort of like an Immortal Chuck Norris Joke.
When Jesus said, “It is Finished”…it was actually creating the new beginning. 
It was the beginning of eternal life for the world. 

Today, I want to invite you to start the process of eternal life.
And it starts with one word to the person who is eternal life. 

It's the last word of the Apostle’s Creed. 
And, it's the last word of the Bible.
And just like Jesus’ last word was the beginning of the Kingdom of God…

…This last word of the Creed and the Bible is the first step through the door into eternal life.

Rev 22:20b-21

The word is Amen.
It just means “So be it”
Its like signing your name to something.
Its saying, “This is what I believe”
I authorize it. I affirm its truth. I echo Jesus’ words…when he said “It is finished.” 

It's a “Yes, Lord.”
It's an agreement. It's a longing for Jesus to come back and make the world new.
Its longing for the world to know the grace of God.

John 11:25-26 
Jesus said.., “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even if he dies, will live. 26 Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this? ” 

Today, will you answer Jesus’ question. Do you believe that HE is the resurrection and the life? Will you say AMEN?

Maybe, today for the first time you are putting your trust in Jesus…if so then in just a moment, all of us who believe are going to stand and recite the Apostles Creed…and as an expression of your faith in Christ even AND ESPECIALLY if its brand new today, we invite you to stand and join us. 

And then, as a symbol of your faith, Take that card you wrote on at the first of the service…Cross out whatever you wrote was your meaning of life…and instead write Jesus. And put that in the offering bucket when we pass it later. Whether your name is on there or not. If you turn that in, we’ll pray for you. For whoever wrote that card. We’ll ask God to produce fruit in your life…to make you a cultivator. But hopefully, you’ll write your name on there, too. We’d love to have someone from City Church take you to lunch or coffee and talk to you about your life and about following Jesus.

Apostles’ Creed
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