Read the Creed

Series Slide
500 years ago it was nearly impossible NOT to believe in God. 

Almost everyone recognized that there was a spiritual reality they couldn’t see. Like the existence of demons and a personified evil….and a real God with angels and other spiritual beings. People recognized that whether you were a miller, or a blacksmith, or a baker, or a farmer…that you were a part of a world where everything had meaning. Everything was connected to a bigger story, a bigger spiritual struggle going on in the world that you couldn’t see. Everything was sort of “enchanted”. 

Now, 500 years later, its very common for people to think that’s all hogwash. Even Xians today largely live like there is no spiritual reality. When we go to work, most of us think we aren’t really doing anything important. Maybe, at best, for Xians, you can share the gospel with your co-workers or you can support the church or a missionary financially. And even those activities are largely devoid of prayer. 

For the most part, we think pulling a 9-5 job as an insurance provider or tech support just helps get the bills paid.

Or doing laundry and making lunches is just ordinary stuff that has no higher significance.

Or going to class and writing papers is just dull, meaningless work.

This de-spiritualization of the world has left us as a society in crisis. We are STARVING for meaning. 

So we have mid-life crises where men abandon their families to go out into the world and finally do that thing that they’ve always been passionate about.

We have women that at 50 years old finally decide to throw off the burden of marriage, get some high heels a short skirt, and go feel what its like to be sexy and desired by other men.

That’s where we are today. Duty and devotion are dead…and sexiness and “speaking your truth” are in.

Meaning can’t be found in the ordinary…only in brief moments of emotional superficial highs where you feel “authentic”.

We live as if there is nothing deeper to the universe than our most ecstatic feelings. 
 
In 2012, philosophers Hubert Dreyfus and Sean Kelly wrote a book called “All Things Shining”.

In the book, they propose that the best way for people to find meaning in a world where nothing spiritual is happening…is to seek out moments where we are very inspired…or when you are in a crowd and everyone gets goose bumps.

Like Lou Gherig’s or Martin Luther King’s rousing speeches. Or the way you feel at really good concert. Or when you are at a sporting event and your team hits a game winning shot at the buzzer. 

They say that we should experience these moments with a sense of gratitude, but that we should have the courage to not connect them to some overarching spiritual idea…like the existence of God.

They call this idea “Whooshing Up”.

So when you get goose bumps at that video of the guy singing the tribute song to his mother at her funeral…you just “Whooshed Up”.

According to Dreyfus and Kelly- Be thankful for it…and then move on.

See, for these philosophers -these experiences aren’t supposed to point you to anything real…they are just there for a moment of enjoyment…like eating a piece of candy. 

They are just a quick distraction from our existential loneliness and meaninglessness. Just little life hacks to make you think that life is worth living.

I’m serious. And, by in large, this is the secular philosophy of life.

But its not new. In fact, there’s a piece of art from 1893 that directly addresses the de-spiritualized philosophy of the world. (Picture)
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Edvard Munch is the artist. Here’s the way he described the event that inspired the painting entitled “The Scream”. (BTW, Edvard Munch is Norwegian, so that’s why he references a fjord in this quote.)

“I was walking along the road with two friends – the sun was setting – suddenly the sky turned blood red – I paused, feeling exhausted, and leaned on the fence – there was blood and tongues of fire above the blue-black fjord and the city – my friends walked on, and I stood there trembling with anxiety – and I sensed an infinite scream passing through nature.”

In other words,  the scream represents the moment a person realizes that life is meaningless…the moment he feels all the anxiety that comes with seeing deeply beautiful things in the world, but that they don’t connect to anything divine or spiritual.

Back to the pic)
Munch looked up and saw a beautiful sky…he had the beauty of friendship in his life…but he realized suddenly…without being connected to something bigger…this is all like eating jolly ranchers while we slowly drown alone in the ocean. Its like eating a Snickers instead of looking for a life raft. 

The truth is, when you stop to think about “The Whoosh”… it ends up in “The Scream”.

…so the answer, for these philosophers… is to keep chasing the next whoosh. And make sure you never have a moment of silence in your life where you can be bothered by the meaninglessness of the universe.

…but…

…what if they’re NOT right. 

What if the secular, de-spiritualized version of life was dead wrong?

What if everything you did, from brushing your teeth to punching the time clock, to doing laundry, to sleeping…was all spiritual? What if it all DEEPLY mattered? What if God is real…and everything is spiritual?

What if “Whooshing Up” was actually pointing you somewhere? To someone? 
And what if “the scream passing through nature” wasn’t about despair… but about DEEP and REAL HOPE?

Today, I want to show you the JOY that the “Whoosh” is pointing you to and the REAL HOPE that Nature is screaming about.

…and that everything…everything…is a part of something spiritual that you can’t see…and therefore…everything you do… EVERYTHING…has DEEP and REAL meaning.

Title Slide- “The Whoosh and the Scream: How the Holy Spirit Brings Meaning Back”- John 14:12-31

We’ve come to a phrase in the Apostle’s Creed that I call the “Therefore”.

All of the first part of the Creed are sort of raw statements of fact. Independent realities. God the Father is the maker of heaven and earth. Jesus was crucified, died and was buried. On the third day he rose again and ascended to heaven.

Then starting next week, we’ll get to all the things that result FROM the first part of the creed… the communion of saints, and the forgiveness of sins, resurrection of the body, and life everlasting.

SO…the THEREFORE…is the line we come to today- “I believe in the HOLY SPIRIT”

This is the line…the Holy Spirit is the PERSON…that brings the REALITIES of God the Father and God the Son into our real everyday lives. 

So, let’s hear what Jesus had to say about the Holy Spirit from John’s gospel

John 14:12-31
12 “Truly I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do. And he will do even greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in my name, I will do it so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 

15 “If you love me, you will keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever. 17 He is the Spirit of truth. The world is unable to receive him because it doesn’t see him or know him. But you do know him, because he remains with you and will be in you.

18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me. Because I live, you will live too. 20 On that day you will know that I am in my Father, you are in me, and I am in you. 21 The one who has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. And the one who loves me will be loved by my Father. I also will love him and will reveal myself to him.”

22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it you’re going to reveal yourself to us and not to the world? ”

23 Jesus answered, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24 The one who doesn’t love me will not keep my words. The word that you hear is not mine but is from the Father who sent me.

25 “I have spoken these things to you while I remain with you. 26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and remind you of everything I have told you.

27 “Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Don’t let your heart be troubled or fearful. 28 You have heard me tell you, ‘I am going away and I am coming to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens so that when it does happen you may believe. 30 I will not talk with you much longer, because the ruler of the world is coming. He has no power over me. 31 On the contrary, so that the world may know that I love the Father, I do as the Father commanded me. “Get up; let’s leave this place.”

Transition: I love the way this section of Jesus addressing his disciples ends “Get up. Let’s go. Time for action” 

In other words, the THEREFORE of the Holy Spirit…gets us up. Moves us into action. God, the Holy Spirit, pushes us to act in the real world. He doesn’t just WHOOSH US up with a good feeling. The Holy Spirit ties our shoes and pushes out the door into the real world…to do something…VERY SPIRITUAL.

1) The Holy Spirit is a person, not a power.

Not only have we de-spiritualized the world…we have de-personalized God.

You know, instead of calling him “God”… someone will say he is a “higher power” or call God “the universe”.

…and typically when a Xian hears that, they think “No…God is not a power! The Universe didn’t decide anything…GOD DID!”

But then, those same Christians will talk about and treat the Holy Spirit like he’s the Force from Star Wars.

We use the pronoun “It” instead of what Jesus uses “He”.

14:17
Jesus says the Holy Spirit is a person. 
“HE” is the Spirit of Truth.
He is the third person of the Trinity. 
We serve a three in one God.
God the Father, God the Son, God the Spirit…
One God, three persons.

Ok, so big deal…isn’t that just grammar. 
Why does it matter that we think of the Holy Spirit as a person?

Well, it doesn’t just matter to make some obscure theological point.
It matters because it completely changes the way we treat the Holy Spirit.

Hebrews 10:29b & Eph 4:30a & Romans 15:30b

Scripture says that he can be grieved, insulted, and that he loves.
Think for a minute if you were constantly objectified. 
If people talked about you, right in front of your face, like you were an object…a piece of meat…or just something to be used.

When you are a person…who can be insulted, grieved…and can love.
Its painful isn’t it?

So why do we do it to the Holy Spirit?
Here’s why.

Back to 1)
Its because if the Spirit is just a power to be used, instead of a person to be worshipped and obeyed…
Then we can eliminate God’s authority in the present.
We can think of God the Father as distant…WAY UP IN THE HEAVENS…
..we can think of Jesus in the past…you know, the God-Man who died to pay for my sins 2000 years ago…
And then all we’re left with is a de-personalized power in the present that doesn’t CHALLENGE me…but just makes me feel good when the right worship song comes on.

When there is no personal God in the present…I don’t have to be accountable to anyone.
I can have the KINGDOM of God…without the bother of the KING who tells me what to do.

Its sort of like canceling your plans with someone through a phone text. 
When you don’t have to look the person in the eyes when you grieve them…or insult them by not showing up when you said you would…when you can just objectify them as a series of messages that show up on your screen…its nice. 
You don’t have anyone to talk back to you.

But the Holy Spirit is a person. He is God. In the present. Living within the Christian. He reminds us of truth, and comforts us, and convicts us of sin.

He loves us…and he should be worshipped as GOD, not used as a super power.

TRANSITION: So, lets tease out what it is that the Holy Spirit does. (BTW, I preached a series of messages on the Holy Spirit last year that goes into more detail than what I’m about to do today, so if you are looking for more, you can get those messages on the podcast or the app)

2) The Holy Spirit brings spiritual awareness. He turns “the Whoosh” into worship and “the Scream” into hope. 

In a de-spiritualized world where everything is exactly as it seems on the surface, the advice we get from secularism is “Just enjoy life as it is… Whoosh up! Have a good feeling and move on. There’s nothing really meaningful happening…its just synapses firing in your brain.”

But when Jesus talks about the Holy Spirit, look what he says.

John 14:17
First, he calls the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth. And he says that the world cannot receive him, because they cannot see him.

When Jesus says “the world” he’s talking about the culture at large. Those who do not know and worship Jesus. 

But Jesus says, when the Holy Spirit comes to you, he will open your eyes to see the truth…and that truth has to do with the ability to perceive that spiritual things are happening in you and around you.

14:30
For example, Jesus mentions that “the ruler of the world” is coming. 
And that the ruler of the world has no power over me.

He is talking about the fact that he is about to be arrested by arrested by Roman Centurions.
Now, you would think, if you had de-spiritualized the world, that when he says “ruler of the world” that he means…Caesar…or Pontius Pilate.

In fact, that IS who the Jewish authorities wanted Jesus to focus on,…removing Caesar from power.

But that is not what Jesus is referring to.
He is talking about the evil spiritual powers BEHIND both ROME & the Jewish leaders that would appear to kill Jesus.

But Jesus says, “when I die on that cross tomorrow, don’t be fooled. I am actually overpowering them.”

Eph 6:12 & 18a

The apostle Paul talks about the fact that we don’t battle against flesh and blood, but that in everything there is a spiritual battle happening. Against rulers and authorities of darkness and cosmic powers of evil.

And the primary engagement in that battle is at all times to pray “in the Spirit”
In other words, to talk to God the Father through the leading of the Holy Spirit.

Ok. Breathe for a second, because this can be a little overwhelming. To go from “NOTHING IS SPIRITUAL” to I could be in a demonic fight while I’m flipping pancakes is a big jump.

So lets talk about how this fight shapes up.

This last Wednesday night, Brandon Smith, one of our elders, came to our Middle and High School students mid-week gathering and answered a ton of questions. 

Well, Isaac my 6th-grader got home and said that someone had asked a question about demon-possession, which was sort of a brand new subject for him. So he asked me a ton of questions and then he said, “So a demon could be sitting right over there and I just can’t see it?”… then he started picking up pillows and looking under chairs and saying, “Is there a demon under there?”

While I appreciate the spiritual awareness…that’s NOT exactly what Jesus or Paul or Peter had in mind when they tell us things like “Pay attention, your adversary the devil is prowling around like a roaring lion waiting to pounce on you.”

First, what Jesus means in John 14, is that there is an evil…a personified real evil… real spiritual beings that are opposed to God and are actively pursuing both individuals and systems (like governments) to actively oppose God.

And Jesus is not asking us to DO battle with people…or demonize people…rather, to recognize that the best weapons against evil are given to us by the Holy Spirit.

Let me boil it down to this.
Jesus calls the Holy Spirit “The counselor”.
Its also translated sometimes as “the advocate” or “the comforter”.

He also says in John 16,  that the Holy Spirit will convict of sin.

So, to sum all those things up in one idea, the Holy Spirit is like a very good friend.

A good friend both says things to comfort you and confront you.
To lift you up…and to challenge you.

He’ll tell you things that are too hard for you to hear…and help you hear them. 
And things too wonderful for you to believe…and help you believe them.

The way he leads you to do battle with evil is through the Whoosh and the Scream. 

First the Whoosh.
Remember, to secular philosophers “Whooshing Up” means having a good experience in the world…and for a brief moment…being thankful for it. Sort of a quick emotional spike to help you make it through a meaningless life.

Romans 8:16
Paul writes in his letter to the Romans, that the Holy Sprit reminds believers in Christ that they are children of God. That we are his kids. And that we are heirs of a coming kingdom where everything is right and good and beautiful.

On days when you are feeling like nothing is important. Like nothing you do is changing anything. Like you are worthless and pointless, and unloved, the Holy Spirit says, “Look up. You are a child of God. He has wonderful beautiful things for you eternally. Don’t despair. Every good thing you have is from your father…and it all points to this beauty…this Kingdom, this place that he has prepared for you. So don’t despair. You are a child of God…and an heir of beautiful kingdom.

That’s a lot better than Whooshing up …because it gives you a hope and joy…that you are deeply loved and that you have a future that cannot be taken away.

Don’t you think that truth changes the way you live life that day?
If you know you are loved…that you matter to God…and that he has already taken care of your future…you don’t try to get meaning and purpose from a job.

You don’t try to use people for your own affirmation. Instead, you can give yourself to people. You can love others unconditionally when you know you are loved unconditionally.

The more you know you are loved by God, the more you are able to give that love away to others.

Jealousy, envy, strife, malice, power struggle…all these things are cut down by knowing you have the infinite eternal love of God already.

Now, think about how the world changes…think about how little the Devil has a foot hold in your life if you are tempted by those sins.

NOW YOU’RE doing spiritual battle!
Now the Holy Spirit is making you HOLY!

Now you are battling against the principalities and the rulers…
NOW you’ve been whooshed up!

Romans 8:15 & 22-23

The other way we fight is through the Scream.
Paul says in Romans 8 that we have the Spirit of adoption, and by Him we cry out “Abba! Father!”

Now, that sort of sounds nice and cuddly.
Like a little kid snuggled up in Dad’s arms saying, “Daddy! I love you.”

But this less like that, and more like a kid who just ran a buzzsaw over their hand and is bleeding out crying “Daddy! Come help! Please!”

Paul goes on to say that the creation…nature itself….is groaning with labor pains. Screaming like a mother about to give birth.
And that the church, because we have the Holy Spirit, is groaning, eagerly awaiting the time that God brings his kingdom and his inheritance to his kids. When everything that is broken and bleeding out is fixed.

This is very different than Edvard Munch’s scream.
His painting represented a realization that everything was as good as it was going to get. That there was nothing beyond what we experience in nature. Nothing spiritual was happening. He called it nature’s Scream.

But, Pauls scream…his groanings are expectant. Like a mother about to give birth. She is in pain, but she labors for something beautiful and wonderful. There is purpose behind here grunts. She is pushing for new life. EVEN physical creation, the mountains, the birds, the trees, the oceans, …. They will be renewed…made even more beautiful. Cancer, death, heartache, pain, injustice…all that will be done away with too!

The “Scream” of the Holy Spirit is JESUS, COME FIX THIS! It's a cry of hope, knowing that a Good Father will NEVER let his kids bleed out on a buzzsaw.

Back to 2)

That is why the Holy Spirit convicts us of sin.
When we don’t see sin as PRIMARILTY an offense to God…
When we minimize our sin or say its not really there…
When we aren’t grieved when the Holy Spirit is grieved…

We aren’t calling what is broken…broken.
Its like the kid at the buzzsaw saying, “No, Daddy. I’m fine.”

The Holy Spirit points out your sin not because God is into you feeling guilty or shameful…

He points out your sin because it isn’t in step with the Kingdom of God. And he wants you to mourn your sin. Turn away from it…and look to your heavenly father to make things right. PLEASE GOD! COME! ABBA! FATHER! REDEEM. GET RID OF THIS EVIL THAT I’VE PARTICIPATED IN!”

That's part of the Hopeful Scream.
Look how Romans 8 this chapter on the work of the Holy Spirit, ends.
Romans 8:37-39
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Because of the Holy Spirit, we are persuaded that no rulers or spiritual powers can separate us from God’s love.
That always results in a joyful WHOOSH and a hopeful SCREAM.

Transition: This is a quick point,  but an important one. 
3) The Holy Spirit moves us to action.

Remember I said the Holy Spirit is the therefore.
Jesus ends this section of teaching with “GET UP! Lets leave this place” and he is referring to moving toward his death.
The Holy Spirit takes the theological truths of God the Father and Jesus the Son, and he says, “Now, lets lace ‘em up, and hit the pavement”

John 14:12-13
Jesus says that when he leaves he’ll send his Spirit and we will do greater works than he did.
He says that if we ask, through the Spirit, in his name…that he will do it.

There’s much to explain there, but here’s the gist.
Jesus wants us to be active in showing off what his Kingdom and his love is like in the world…and to that end, we have FULL ACCESS to all of his power to accomplish that.

14:15-16, 26
How do we know what to do?
Jesus has commanded us and given us his Spirit to remind us of the things he tells us to do.

In other words, the Holy Spirit reminds us that we aren’t just alive to enjoy the Kingdom…but to know and love the King.
And to love the King is to be under his authority and obey his commands.

And this isn’t a thing where the Holy Spirit overtakes in moments to to do great things.

It depends on your willingness to listen.
Eph 5:18 & Galatians 5:16
Paul says that we can be FILLED with the Spirit….and that doesn’t just happen TO US…it comes through rejecting being filled and controlled by other things.

He says in Galatians that we are to WALK with the Spirit.
When you walk with someone, they don’t pick your feet up for you.
They take a step…and you, seeing where they are leading, take a step with them. 
Eventually, you are walking step by step in the same direction…picking up speed. 
And usually, you are talking as you walk. Getting to know and understand that person as you walk.

In 1 Corinthians, Paul points out that the Spirit makes the church diverse, but unified. He says that everyone has unique giftings…but those gifts are to give away to the church…so that we become ONE in Christ…and set a part to do his work in the world.

Back to 3)
See, the Holy Spirit doesn’t just cause you to listen and be comforted or made to feel guilty. Its Not JUST a whoosh and a scream…the Holy Spirit leads you to obey Christ out of great love for him.

Igantius Hazim,-

Transition: and that leads us to the last point…how he does it. 

4) The Holy Spirit points to Christ and the Word.
An interesting thing about the Holy Spirit, is that he points away from himself.
He’s like glasses. You look through him to see God the Father…and you look through him to see Jesus the Son, dying and resurrecting and giving life-giving commands.

He’s like a floodlight on a house. 
When a beautiful house has floodlights, you don’t say “Look at those floodlights and how bright they are.”

No. You say, “Wow, Look at that House!”

See, to know the Holy Spirit as a friend and counselor….you have to first know Jesus the Son as a friend and advocate

John 15:13 & 1 John 2:1
Jesus says in the next chapter of John that greater love has no man than he lay down his life for his friends. I am your friend. And you are my friends when you obey my commands.

Jesus laid his life down for us. In our place. On the cross.
He took the death we deserved for our sins.

And John also writes that he is our advocate.
That now, because Jesus has taken the condemnation of our sin, Jesus has resurrected and is faithful and just to stand before the Father and say, “His sins…her sins…their sins do not condemn them…because I have died in their place. Their sins are paid for. They can now join the party. They can have entrance into my Kingdom, because I have become their King…by first being their friend.”

When you know Jesus as your friend, because you know he died for you…and as your heavenly advocate…interceding for you…

Then the Holy Spirit…another counselor another advocate…will constantly be pointing you to who Jesus is…and what he commanded…and enabling you to do it.

See, the Word of God, the Scripture, the commands of Christ…are inseperable from Christ himself…and from the Spirit of God.

Col 3:16 & Eph 5:18-19

Notice in these 2 verses that they are nearly identical, but in Colossians Paul writes that we do all these good things…when the word about Christ dwells richiy in us.
But in Ephesians he substitutes be filled with the Spirit.

That doesn’t mean that the Bible and the Holy Spirit are the same.
It does mean that the 2 will always agree. 
And that the Holy Spirit will never lead you to disobey the commands of Christ or deny the gospel once for all delivered to us by the apostles.

The Holy Spirit will fill you TO BELIEVE that Christ has died for you..and then out of that great love…He will call you to obey him…to  not use your words and job and gifts and relationships for yourselves…but to see them as a key component in a spiritual battle against  evil. 

And without fear, to wake up every morning knowing you have something you can’t lose.
The Love of the King of the Universe…and an royal inheritance that will never fade.

When the Holy Spirit filled the apostles in the book of acts…there was a whoosh. But not a whooshing up. The Spirit whooshed down like a rushing wind…and sent those apostles out to let out a hopeful Scream.

They went out and proclaimed the Word about Christ. 
And the world was changed.
Rome fell.
The Church charged the gates of hades…and they couldn’t stand up to that power.

The Holy Spirit is still whooshing..he’s still proclaiming…he’s still at work. The question is, will you….will we…actually listen and walk in step with him.

If we do…there is deep and beautiful meaning in EVERYTHING. 
If we don’t…well, as Ignatious, one of the recent leaders of the Eastern Orthodox church put it….

 “Without the Holy Spirit, God is distant, Christ is in the past, the Gospel is a dead letter, the Church is simply an organization, authority is domination, mission is propaganda, worship is the summoning of spirits, and Christian action is the morality of slaves.”- Ignatius Hazim
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