Series Slide
The movie “The Princess Bride” hit theaters in 1987.

It didn’t do really well at the box office.

But it killed on VHS. And became a cult classic.

The movie is a sort of satirized tribute to fairy tales. So it takes place in a fictional medieval land somewhere…with Kings, Princesses, Swashbuckling Pirates, swordfights, and giants.

Its one of those movies that I quote without even thinking about it. Its just a reflex. For example, when people are leaving my house, I’ve often said, “Have fun storming the castle!”

I’ve never officiated a wedding where, as soon as the Bridal March has concluded, I’m not deeply tempted to break the silence with the words, “MAWWAGE. MAWWAGE is what bwings us togevaw today.”

Or when Keva and I are legitimately recognizing something good happening in each others lives, we often say to each other in our best Andre the Giant voice, “You just lifted your head, that’s wonderful!”

…cuz you know…that’s a big deal when one is mostly dead.

I even have this little novelty book in my office that, when opened, speaks quotes from the movie.

One of the storylines from the Princess Bride follows a Spaniard by the name of Inigo Montoya. His father was a sword maker.  When Inigo was a boy, his father agreed to make a specialty sword for a Six-Fingered man. When the man shows up to get his sword, he only offered to pay a fraction of what he owed. So Inigo’s father refused to give him the sword, and the 6-fingered man stabbed Inigo’s father in the heart. Inigo, just an 10-year old boy, challenged the man to a duel to avenge his father’s death. He, of course, was beaten badly, and was left with 2 scars on each side of his face so that for the rest of his life, he would walk in shame…bearing the marks of his failure.

But, Inigo from that moment dedicated himself to revenge. He disciplined himself to study sword-fighting with a master.

Then he went on a hunt…searching for the 6-fingered man that killed his Father. He didn’t know his name or anything else about him…just that he had 6-fingers on his left hand.

As Inigo fantasized about one day, putting all of his efforts, all of his discipline to the service of exacting this revenge, there was a phrase he would repeat over and over. What he knew he’d say when he finally tracked down the 6-fingered man. 

“Hallo. My name is Inigo Montoya. You killed my father. Prepare to die.”

Every person he met, Inigo would tell them his story, and repeat this phrase to them. 

But Inigo in his search, loses his way. He becomes a sort of hitman, hiring out his swordfighting skills to the highest bidder. And he becomes an alcoholic- in attempt to numb the constant pain of his father’s unavenged murder.

Then with the help of his friend. Fezzik the Giant …he sobers up…and finally comes face to face with the 6-fingered man. His name is Count Rugen. But as he finally traps the Count in a castle room, the Count throws a dagger in his side, and it seems that Inigo will never taste the revenge he sought for 20 years.

All the work, all the training, all the effort…and now, Count Rugen has killed him too. 

He slumps against the wall, a failure, as his enemy mocks him. 

Then Inigo pulls the dagger out. And Count Rugen goes in for the kill…only to be blocked by Inigo’s sword parry. The music slowly starts to build. 

Another block. Another parry. But Inigo can barely stand up.  

And then in a slow deliberate whisper… “Hallo. My name is Inigo Montoya. You killed my father. Prepare to die.”

Another Parry. And then a more confident, yet still quiet “Hallo. My name is Inigo Montoya. You killed my father. Prepare to die.”

Suddenly, Inigo moves from defensive to offensive…he has his strength back. He’s operating on pure adrenaline as he’s now completely ignoring the stab wound in his abdomen. The music swells and Count Rugen is backpedaling.

“HALLO! MY NAME IS INIGO MONTOYA! YOU KILLED MY FATHER! PREPARE TO DIE!”

Its almost as if when Inigo utters that phrase…he’s not so much talking to his enemy…he’s talking to himself. He’s talking himself out of giving in to his failure. Or giving into the flesh wound.

Once more with a flurry of swordplay and two stabs to the shoulder, Inigo cries as loud as ever “HALLO! MY NAME IS INIGO MONTOYA! YOU KILLED MY FATHER! PREPARE TO DIE!”

Then he disarms the Count and runs him through with his sword. 

Victory! REVENGE. FINALLY.

Of course, the thing about a life devoted to revenge…is that when you finally get it…well…all of sudden you lose your purpose. Its not as sweet as you thought it was going to be. 

And indeed, in the final scene, Inigo says to his friend, “I’ve been in the revenge business so long, [now that its over] I have no idea what to do with my life.”

So lets dissect Inigo for just a second.

On one hand, there is something wonderful about him. 

He disciplines himself for years for a particular purpose.
If you met Inigo, there was zero doubt what he was about, or who he was, or what he saw as success and failure. 

And there was something beautiful about a phrase that he memorized to sum it all up. A sort of repeated mantra, that both centered him on his identity…and let other people know who he was. 

On the other hand, Inigo’s purpose was revenge. It was literally to murder another person…even if it was seeking justice.

And, his life purpose fell short…not because he didn’t achieve it… but because it didn’t last. 

Inigo was in this lose-lose situation. When it seemed he was failing at revenge…he was sad and needed to numb the pain with alcohol. AND…when he succeeded, his whole purpose was over …and he still had life left…so he didn’t know what to live for. 

In other words, Inigo was daily reminding himself of a goal, a truth, a purpose, an identity…that whether he succeeded or failed at it…would leave him lost.

So here’s the question that everyone of us has to answer:

“Do you have a defined beautiful purpose that you  constantly remind yourself and others of…and, is that purpose connected to something that will last longer and be bigger than just you?”

Maybe even a better question- “Do you have a life goal, a purpose, an identity that will never expire? That will never leave you saying “I’ve been in the Car business, or Pastoring business, or Wealth building, or parenting business, or working-out-to-look-sexy business so long, now that its over, I have no idea what to do with my life now?”

I have a quote written on the top of our white board in our office that sums this up. “I will commit myself today to something that I will never see completed in my lifetime. But why would I want to commit myself to anything else?”

Because any quest…any mission…any purpose that starts or ends with me… whether I fail or succeed at it… will leave me at BEST…disappointed with my life. 

This Winter & Spring, City Church will be looking at something more ancient than medieval castles …and longer lasting than any one person’s quest or vendetta.

Title Slide- “Prepare to Die: Why City Church Needs the Creed”- Hebrews 12:1-13

The Apostle’s Creed.

Here’s why-

Two of the primary ways the writers of the NT picture life is as a fight and race… something that has a goal and a mission…that is ETERNAL. It never stops. 

And if you are in a fight…if you are running a race….and for even a minute you forget WHY you are fighting…if even for a minute you forget that the race has a finish line…and that every step you take, you are closer to that goal… if you forget that... it is in that second of forgetfulness… in that minute of distraction…that you drop out. You get pinned. Or you quit. 

Historically, Xians have had ample to reason to quit Xianity altogether 
For Xianity’s first 3 and a half centuries, Xians were regularly persecuted, murdered, burned at the stake, crucified, and fed to the lions in the Coliseum.

All through that time, and into the 4th century, heresies developed that sought to dilute Xianity, or make it more palatable to the cultural demands of the day. 

The Gnostics saw the physical as evil and the spiritual as good, so they called Xians to make Jesus divine…but not human. 

Or, many centuries later as the world entered the Enlightenment period and the age of reason, people sought to abandon the divine nature of Jesus to make him more palatable as simply a wise sage. 

Yet, the Creeds, particularly the oldest of them, the “Apostles Creed” whose origin dates around 140 AD…has become like an anchor to the church for almost 1900 years.

Its been something the church has leaned on to determine the basics of what a Xian believes.

A creed is simply a summary statement of what the Bible presents.
In fact, Creeds were around and circulating in the church BEFORE the Bible was canonized as the 66 books we know. 

The canonization of the Bible RELIED on Creeds. 
There are CREEDS IN THE BIBLE. 
Because there are quoted summary statements of the gospel in the Bible. 
Probably the most familiar to you is Philippians 2- “Jesus Christ, though he was in the form of God did not consider equality with God a thing to be grasped.”
Or the Shema in Deuteronomy- “Hear oh Israel. The Lord is our God, The LORD is one.”

In fact, many of you have used informal creeds to share the gospel.
The Roman Road, for example. 
Where you take 3 disconnected verses in Paul’s letter to the Roman church and weave them together with summary statements like “We were separated from God”- which is true, but not a quote of a bible verse…it's a summary of many verses.

So, in case you have somewhere along the way adopted the old fundamentalist phrase, “No Creed but the Bible”…you need to remember 2 things.

1) That statement IN ITSELF IS a CREED that is NOT in the Bible. 
2) The Canon of the Bible you read now is BASED on Creeds, and CONTAINS creeds. Which means to make the statement “No Creed but the Bible” is an impossible contradiction.

You fool! You fell victim to one of the classic blunders. The most famous is “Never get involved in a Land War in Asia”…But only slightly less well know is this- “Never go against the Apostle’s Creed when DEATH is on the line”--- HAHAHAHAHAHAHAH!

So, my hope for us as we go through the Apostles’ Creed is this.

First, that it anchors us to the history of the church. That we not forget our connection to the thousands of years of saints that came before us. We tend to get very myopic and self-focused with faith. In fact, we say MY FAITH. We talk about a “Personal Relationship with Jesus”, which are good and important things,…but we often forget that we really aren’t the center of the Xian faith. Jesus is. Jesus didn’t just die for me as this disconnected free-floating individual...No, Jesus died for a people. His church. When we say the Creed…we say it along with people who said it as they were torn apart by lions, burned at the stake, and run through with the sword. We are their brothers and sisters.

Second, my hope is that this anchors us to other churches in our city…and around the world. That we develop a deeper sense of unity with other churches with whom we aren’t competing, but churches that we are fighting alongside…that we are running the race WITH…not against.

Third, our hope is that you memorize the creed, and recite it…and in so doing that it becomes a sort of Inigo Montoya “Mantra”, that isn’t used for good luck or projecting your values… but that reminds you of the truth of gospel. And allows you to get up, and be the person you are called by God to be in the midst of the most painful and challenging circumstances. 

Fourth, our hope is that this summary of the gospel will ground you in the historic theology of the Xian church. That you will be cemented to something so deep that you won’t fall victim to the temptation to tweak the most foundational tenets of Xianity in order to accommodate the latest pressures of popular theology brought to you by your favorite celebrity, politician, or witty blogger.

I hope quoting this and appreciating it becomes so natural to you, that it flows out of you like Princess Bride quotes flow out of me. 

I mean it.  [PAUSE] Anybody want a peanut?

One last thing before we get into today’s Scripture passage.
You may be thinking, “Well, my high school football team said the Lord’s Prayer before every game and at the end of every practice. The whole team had it memorized…and it meant absolutely nothing to how we conducted ourselves on the field, much less how we approached our lives. So why is the Apostles’ Creed going to be different?”

And to that, I’d say, “it won’t be.”

The Creed, like the Lord’s Prayer or any memorized verses of the Bible, is not a magic incantation. Without understanding its meaning and significance….its just a bunch of words strung together.

By the way, baptism and the Lord’s Supper is the exact same. They can be easily mimicked without any real belief. 

That’s why we’re doing this series. So that WHEN you recite the Creed, you do it like Inigo recited his mantra. With Passion, with conviction, and with a deep understanding of the history and significance behind EVERY SINGLE WORD OF IT…and ultimately…we hope you WILL ACT on these beliefs.

So let’s read the Apostles’ Creed together.
 “I believe in God the Father almighty
maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, God’s only son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.

Amen."

And now…I want you to see from the Scripture why knowing and reciting the Apostle’s Creed can be a great help to us.

Hebrews 12:1-13 CSB

Therefore, since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us lay aside every hindrance and the sin that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance the race that lies before us,
2 keeping our eyes on Jesus, the source and perfecter of our faith. For the joy that lay before him, he endured the cross, despising the shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

3 For consider him who endured such hostility from sinners against himself, so that you won’t grow weary and give up. 4 In struggling against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And you have forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons:

My son, do not take the Lord’s discipline lightly

or lose heart when you are reproved by him,

6 for the Lord disciplines the one he loves

and punishes every son he receives. 

7 Endure suffering as discipline: God is dealing with you as sons. For what son is there that a father does not discipline? 8 But if you are without discipline ​— ​which all receive ​— ​then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Furthermore, we had human fathers discipline us, and we respected them. Shouldn’t we submit even more to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time based on what seemed good to them, but he does it for our benefit, so that we can share his holiness. 11 No discipline seems enjoyable at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

12 Therefore, strengthen your tired hands and weakened knees, 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that what is lame may not be dislocated but healed instead.

Transition: The first truth from this passage is really difficult, but its also beautiful. 

1) Life is a struggle… and that’s what makes you better. 

· When the writer of Hebrews compares life to a race, he uses the Greek word “agon”
· Its where we get our word “agony”
· It literally means to struggle or fight

v 1
In this context, its likely that the writer doesn’t just have any race in mind, but particularly the Pentathlon from the ancient Greek Olympics.

The climax of that pentathlon, was a wrestling match.
Where opponents wore this hard leather on their hands that with every punch, would disfigure your opponent.

So, we’re not talking about something pleasant here.
This is not like the cushy half-marathons we run today. This like instead of water stations on your run, you have stop and have your face beat up.

V 4
Look. He says, “You have not yet resisted to point of shedding blood.
In other words, you think its been hard so far…life is gonna punch you in the face much harder. You round the corner and the 6-fingered man is waiting with a dagger for your spleen.

V 7
Look how the writer of Hebrews frames suffering.
He says, “It's the discipline of a good father towards his children.”

Now, when you hear discipline, the first thing you probably think is “punishment”
That’s not what’s happening here.
The letter to the Hebrews is not written to a people who are suffering because of some great sin in their lives.

No. Largely, they are being persecuted for their faith in Christ.
So, when he says that suffering is discipline he’s not saying, “Take your punishment” or “You did the crime, do the time.”
No, he’s saying, something bad…something hard…something painful has come into your life…and God, is not wasting it.
He’s using it to shape you. 
To transform you.
To grow you.
So…don’t stop. 
Don’t quit.
Don’t tap out.

When the dagger hits you…you better have a theology that reminds you…this is making me better.
You better have a creed that tells you…A loving Father is in control…a loving Son died and resurrected…and a loving Spirit is going to see you through to the life everlasting.

V 11
The word TRAIN in verse 11 is gymnazo…where we get the word Gymnasium
This is reminding us that every bit of suffering you go through, if you can manage not to quit…is going to train you for something eternal.

Back to 1)

· Think about building muscle and endurance.
· If you nothing about exercise and the way the body works, you would never exercise, right?
· Because your muscles feel the weakest right after you lift weights.
· Then you get sore.

Some of you just hit the gym this last week for the first time since last January…and you are going through the same pain and soreness. 
It seems counter intuitive when you feel like you are going to die right after you run a mile…to keep running.
“I’m just getting weaker!” you think.

But, if you push through. If you keep it up. You actually are building those muscles.
Don't waste your soreness!
You have to get weak before you get strong.
That’s what the writer of Hebrews is saying about us spiritually.

Without difficulty, pain, suffering, being tested.
Without discipline…we’ll be flabby out of shape Xians…unable to overcome the slightest difficulty.
And ultimately…when the dagger hits…we’ll slump against the wall, defeated. Unable to accomplish our calling.

You’ll constantly give in to whatever makes you most comfortable in the moment. You’ll live a life of self-protective fear, instead of a life of sacrificial beauty.

TRANSITION: Yet…if in those moments…those downtrodden…hurting…painful moments, like a reflex, we can whisper, “HALLO. MY NAME IS INIGO MONTOYA. YOU KILLED MY FATHER. PREPARE TO DIE.”…If we can whisper something to ourselves…to our brothers and sisters in the fight… something deep. Something cosmic. Something Transcendant. Something we can never accomplish in our lifetime, …something eternal…well, that’s when we get back up, and get back in the fight. That’s where the Apostles’ Creed points us to 3 things. See…

2) We need empathy, encouragement, & an everlasting end…and that’s what the Creed reminds us of.

Before Inigo got to the moment where he finally encountered the 6-fingered man…he had already quit.
After 20 years of searching for Count Rugen to know avail, he bailed on his mission and retreated to alcohol.

That’s when Fezzik the Giant showed up. Picked him up. Sobered him up…and told him to get back in the fight.

The writer of Hebrews, says that kind of help comes from 2 sources…people who have fought the fight before you…and people who are fighting it with you.

Empathy often comes from history. 
V 1

You know what comes right before Hebrews 12?
Hebrews 11.

You know what Hebrews 11 is?
It's a list of people who kept their faith in God, even when things got difficult. 
It's a list of people who have felt your pain…and kept going.

That’s what v. 1 means when he says we have a “Cloud of Witnesses” surrounding us.

Its talking about people who have persevered before us.
Hebrews 11:35b-38
Other people were tortured, not accepting release, so that they might gain a better resurrection. 36 Others experienced mockings and scourgings, as well as bonds and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawed in two, they died by the sword, they wandered about in sheepskins, in goatskins, destitute, afflicted, and mistreated. 38 The world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and on mountains, hiding in caves and holes in the ground. 

You know what that is…its empathy.
It's a reminder that you and I aren’t the first ones to suffer.
12:1
And these saints who have died before us…the picture is that they are in the stadium cheering for us, to cross the finish line of our own lives…like they have.

The Aposltes’ creed reminds us of this in 2 ways. 
One is that it's the same words Christians for 1900 years have said.
So I’m not reciting something I made up last week. I’m reciting something that the church has said historically for almost 2000 years. There’s a connection there.

Additionally, there are 2 lines at the end.
I believe in…
The holy catholic church…and the resurrection of the body…
That remind me of that other Xians have been through not only what I’ve been through, but worse.

 The Holy catholic church doesn’t mean a denomination. It means the opposite. Its an admission that I am a small part of the church of Jesus Christ, that is set-apart to be shaped into the image of Christ. 
I have in something in common with Paul, and Augustine, and Athanasius, and John, and Ignatius, Polycarp, Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, and Tertullian.

I’m am a small link in the chain of a cloud of witnesses who have died before me, and like them, I will die…but not in vain. 
I will die in pursuit of…and with a deep conviction that…
I will be a part of the resurrection of the body.

The church is called the body of Christ, so when the Creed says Resurrection of the body…its not only talking about MY BODY as an individual…but the church. 
Along othose who put their faith in God, from Abraham to Gregory the Great to Jim Elliot, the suffering and pain I experience will not pay off completely in this lifetime…but we will altogether one day look each other in the eye…and say…it was all worth it.

I believe in the communion of the saints.
Of course, the creed also reminds me of the source of my encouragement. 
I don’t only need the historical church…I need the contemporary church. I need the people in my community group…I need the pastors and elders and brothers and sisters that walk along with me today.

I need a Giant to pick me up when I’m drunk and tell me, “Don’t forget what you’re living for.”
Hebrews 10:23-25
The writer of Hebrews sums this up nicely in Chapter 10
He says, first- We need the right confession. That’s what the creed is. A summary of the basic truths we confess about God and his gospel.

Then he says, we need to watch out for one another. We need to provoke love and good works in each other.
In other words, don’t let your brother or sister RECITE the CREED and not DO ANYTHING with it.

Can you imagine if Inigo Montoya constantly talked about avenging his Father’s death, but never went looking for the 6-fingered man? He would be a pitiful and sad character.

Our job, as brothers and sisters is to provoke one another to carry out the type of love and good works that this confession of God’s love and good works demands.

And finally, he says, “Don’t neglect gathering together”
In our terms, Show up for the worship gathering and community groups.  Worship together…and be in one anothers’ lives.

And note, the OPPOSITE of NOT MEETING TOGETHER is ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER AS WE SEE THE DAY APPROACHING.

That means, that if you come into this worship gathering…and you fail to see the purpose of encouraging someone with the gospel of Jesus..
If you show up at your community group and all you do is eat chips and play games…if you fail to encourage one another with the gospel of Jesus Christ…
…then you are NOT fulfilling what it means for Xians to gather together.

And what is that gospel encouragement?
It's a reminder that THE DAY is coming.
The DAY when Jesus returns…and resurrects the church into the life everlasting.

Back to 2)
Do you see it yet?
This is what the Creed, and the Bible, and Jesus give us that Inigo didn’t have.
An ETERNAL END.
AN END…that never ends.

See, when I say I want to commit myself to something that can’t be accomplished in my lifetime…I’m not simply talking about leaving a legacy for my children or grandchildren. 
No.

I’m talking about the fact that one day, Christ will return, to judge the living and the dead…and that he will bring heaven to earth…and all tears, all pain, all evil, all suffering, all brokenness…will be vanquished…and everything will be made new. FOREVER.

We will be with God, and he will be with us. FOREVER.
That is the DAY that is fast approaching.
That is the eternal end…that never ends.

That is, the joy set before us in suffering.

12:2
And it only comes to us because of Jesus did for us.
See, the Creed reminds us of this core gospel truth.
That Jesus, though fully God, put on flesh…became a man…suffered and died the death of shame for sin…one that he didn’t deserve…a suffering that he didn’t have to undergo…but, because of the joy set before him. 
Because under his breath on the cross he had his own mantra…a summary, a creed, a compilation of verses put together from the Psalms…

Jesus whispered under his breath, “Father, Forgive them. They know no what they do.”
“My God, My God, why have you forsaken me.”
“Into my hands I commit my Spirit.”
“It is finished.”

See, Jesus finished his race of suffering…his agony…his struggle, because the joy set before him was that he could unite with his church forever, the communion of the saints.

12:3
..and now we, the people Jesus died to claim, looking to our resurrected and reigning savior,…
We can look to him and not give up. 
We can look to the joy set before us…an eternal family reunion with God the Father and Christ the Son…and all the Father’s children that he lovingly disciplined and successfully brought home…

In the midst of the crosses we are called to carry, the sufferings we have to bear..

…looking to Jesus we can now say, “Hallo. His name is Jesus Christ. He was killed by sin. Now I’m prepared to die, too.”

See, the truth is, when we die…we’re only mostly dead.
Because Death cannot stop True Love. All it can do is delay it for a while.

And until Jesus returns, in reply to all his commands, we simply say, “AS YOU WISH”.
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