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Series Slide
In 1881, Italian author Carlo Collodi, wrote and released a series of short stories called The Tale of a Puppet. 

A couple years later, it was turned into a children’s book by a bit more familiar title, The Adventures of Pinocchio.

In 1940, Walt Disney adapted it into the classic animated movie Pinocchio.

I saw it as a kid at some point in the 1980s, 

[PAUSE]…and it scared the living daylights out of me. 

In fact, as I re-watched some of its scenes this week, I started to wonder, “Did I unconsciously avoid drugs, alcohol and all sorts of juvenile delinquency, because on some subconscious level, the violent visuals of Pinocchio got stuck in my head?”

Allow me to remind you of (or introduce to you) some of the finer moments of the classic children’s horror film Pinocchio.

The story goes like this…
Geppeto is a common woodworker who wishes upon a star that the marionette he’s made out of wood will become “a real boy”

So the blue fairy shows up, and grants Geppeto his wish as he sleeps. But not all the way. She puts Pinnochio in a trial period. He comes to life …but he’s still made out of wood. In order to become a real boy, he’ll have to prove himself BRAVE, TRUTHFUL, and UNSELFISH.

She then assigns him an outward conscience… a little cricket that goes by the name “Jiminy Cricket”. Who is apparently also living on a trial basis. Pinocchio is his assignment to try to prove himself a good conscience.

And Pinocchio puts him to the test. 

Pretty much the rest of the movie is adults (either humans or foxes) trying to abduct children into some form of indentured servitude. Its basically the 1940s version of “Hey kid, can you help me find my lost puppy.”

And the apex of the spine-tingling creepiness is the scene from  “Pleasure Island”.

Pinocchio, tired of his conscience always spoiling his fun telling him to go to school, shakes off Jiminy Cricket and joins a caravan full of children headed to “Pleasure Island”.

The island is like an amusement park. A talking clown head encourages the boys to eat a bunch of junk food and candy, “its all free”. A 1920’s sort of gangster invites the boys into a roughhouse where boys can fight one another. Then there are giant Cigar Store Indian statues that toss out cigars for the kids. There’s a model home where boys can wreck and vandalize to their heart’s content.

Pleasure Island is designed to let the boys act like animals…until they actually turn into one. 

Literally.

See, there is some sort of curse on “Pleasure Island”. Where the children slowly turn into donkeys. The more they engage in self-serving destructive behavior, like gluttony, vandalism, fighting, drinking and gambling…the more they grow ears, and fur, and hooves and a tail as they painfully and terrifyingly transform OUT of their humanity…and into beasts of burden.

And then, as the evil plot of the Coachmen who coaxed them there unfolds, we find out that he is caging the donkeys to sell them to the salt mines and the circus.

The whole thing is utterly terrifying. From the ape-like silhouetted henchmen that lock the kids into Pleasure Island, to watching some of the panicked children cry out for their mothers as they kick and “hee-haw” their way into their final animal state.

I’m serious, y’all. It will turn your stomach. 

…and that’s the point. 

See, when the novel was written in the 19th century, the young boys, especially, were dropping out of school, thinking it completely unnecessary. Because they knew they could just get jobs without an education that would provide for them.
	
So truancy was a huge issue. 

The Adventures of Pinocchio was teaching children that painting yourself into a corner where the only way of making a living was with back-breaking labor…will lead to someone eventually taking advantage of you, like the coachmen.

Of course, Walt Disney added a moral lesson to it. 
That Engaging in all of the morally bereft activities that Pleasure Island provides, though appearing to be freeing and fun, actually ends up enslaving you. Turning you into something of an animal…instead of the brave, truthful, and unselfish human you are supposed to be.

…and I suppose, the effects of the story on children in the 19th century…were similar to what happened to kids who watched it in the 1940s…and echoed down to me,-- a kid in the 1980s. 

We were terrified of Pleasure Island Promises. 

Maybe that’s why when I was in 3rd grade, and a kid offered me some marijuana, I screamed at the top of my lungs “NOOOOOOOO!” and ran home as fast as I could, weeping in my mother’s arms.

Thanks to Pinocchio…in that moment, I feared turning into a donkey more than I did the long term effects of smoking a joint. 

You know why? Because it wasn’t all the recent statistics of recreational drug use that informed my decision that day in 1986. Those were recent facts. And they were real. But those didn’t get down deep enough. 

No. It was Pinocchio that got to me. It was a story that shaped me. It shaped my morality and my decision in that moment. Facts are important. Statistics are good and needed. 

But stories change us. …and that doesn’t stop when you become a “grownup”.

Title slide: “Escaping Pleasure Island: How the Church Engages Culture”- 1 Peter 2:1-12

In 1 Peter chapter 2, Peter is telling a story to some people who don’t quite feel human.  It's a church that’s being mocked and slandered by their neighbors, because their faith in a resurrected Jesus is strange and disruptive.  

You can imagine how that feels. Eventually the ugly comments start to get to you. You start to believe there is something wrong with you. …and a temptation was growing in them to give into their desires to lash out. Fight back. 

So Peter writes to them in their intense suffering…to remind them…that they aren’t animals. In fact, he reminds them they are children. Real boys and girls. And he wraps it all inside of a story…that isn’t just “encouragement”…its also a profound plan of action…to not just ESCAPE Pleasure Island….but to transform it.

1 Peter 2:1-12
Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all slander.

2 Like newborn infants, desire the pure milk of the word, so that you may grow up into your salvation, 3 if you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4 As you come to him, a living stone ​— ​rejected by people but chosen and honored by God ​— ​ 5 you yourselves, as living stones, a spiritual house, are being built to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture:

See, I lay a stone in Zion,

a chosen and honored cornerstone,

and the one who believes in him

will never be put to shame. 

7 So honor will come to you who believe; but for the unbelieving,

The stone that the builders rejected —

this one has become the cornerstone, 

8 and

A stone to stumble over,

and a rock to trip over. 

They stumble because they disobey the word; they were destined for this.

9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the one who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

A CALL TO GOOD WORKS
11 Dear friends, I urge you as strangers and exiles to abstain from sinful desires that wage war against the soul. 12 Conduct yourselves honorably among the Gentiles, so that when they slander you as evildoers, they will observe your good works and will glorify God on the day he visits.  

TRANSITION: Today, I want you to see 2 things. First, that the choices you make will all be shaped by the stories that influence you. Second, I want you to see that you, yourself are supposed to be a story that’s changing the world around you. 

1) Stories shape our decisions. 
You may not have recognized it when we read through it, but Peter is addressing the churches he’s writing to with a story.

Peter is writing this letter to non-Jewish Xians living in Asia minor. Remember, Xianity started with the Jews, and eventually spread out to the Gentiles.

And Asia Minor, well, it's a little bit like Pleasure Island. Under Roman rule, people were living in an environment where power was king. It was a “sin” of sorts to show weakness. If you were vulnerable, you would be enslaved or dominated in some way. 
And all around them people were regularly engaged in orgies as worship to false Roman gods among other morally questionable activities.

Everyone was expected to participate.
Now, add on top of that, these folks who are saying to their neighbors, “Ummm, we’re not gonna do that stuff, because we believe this man, Jesus Christ, is the only true God, and he died on a cross, resurrected and is coming back again.”

“So, thanks for the invite to “Pleasure Island”, but I think we’ll sit this one out.”

Well, in a culture that says you should dominate and have power over anyone who resists the emperor and the Roman way, this was an invitation to be mocked, slandered, and have your businesses boycotted. 

Ok, so lets put the picture together. These folks were first citizens of the ROMAN empire where pleasure and power and pluralism ruled the ethic of the day.
Then they become members of a strange new Jewish sect (remember, they aren’t Jews) where they believed in only One God, who led them into self-denial and weakness as the way of triumph.

So now, in the midst of persecution, these Xians are wondering, “To WHOM do we actually belong? We don’t feel Jewish. And the culture around us are the people we grew up with, the ones to whom we belong…but they have turned against us.”

And these very confused, very torn folks are trying to figure out what they should do? Should they use the way of power and domination…should they fight fire with fire. “You slander me, I start spreading rumors about you.”
Or maybe they should just forget the whole Jesus thing, because he was a Jew, and that’s not our history. Maybe this thing is just for Jews…who have a more rigorous moral compass. Maybe we should leave this Jesus stuff for them and just head down to the temple of the Roman gods, make some sacrifices, join some orgies and be done with all our neighbors shutting us out of their lives.

AND THAT’s why Peter writes them this letter.
Because he wants to give them a better option. 
He wants to give them a better story to believe.

So he takes this mashup of 10-12 old testament passages that, of course, are written to and describe the Jewish people.
This is THEIR story.
v 9
The Jews were told by God that they were a Chosen Race, A Royal Priesthood, a Holy Nation, and a People for God’s own possession.

…and now Peter is including all of these Gentile Xians in the same story.

V10
He tells them that now THEY are God’s people, too.
That all of Israel’s stories…are now their stories too.

V 11
He calls them strangers and exiles in their world. So its perfectly normal to feel out of place. 
He tells them that they are in a war against their sinful desires. 

In other words, He’s giving them a new story to believe. 
He’s telling them that when God promised Abraham that he would have many children…that would all be blessed by God…Peter is telling these Gentile Xians, “That Abraham story- that’s your story too! You are Abraham’s children”

He’s telling them, “You know what, that Exodus story…of God delivering his people out of slavery, and bringing them to a promised land flowing with milk and honey—Yep…that’s your story now”

He’s telling them All the promises that Isaiah and Jeremiah made…all THOSE are your promises.

You are not a people in the middle of the Jews and the Romans… NO- you are ISRAEL- You are FULLY GOD’S children. You are a part of the family. And all that belongs to God’s children, now belongs to you.

Now, why do you tell a people that, who are being bullied and trashed by their neighbors?
What difference does that make?

Back to 1)
Well, it makes the same difference to them, as “Pinocchio” made to me in that moment as a 3rd grader when someone was offering me drugs. 
In that moment, I wasn't in some no man’s land operating on a blank moral slate, trying to decide whether I should believe this teenager who was offering me some “Big Stuff” (that’s actually what he called it) or the statistics that Nancy Reagan was putting out. No in that moment I could feel the doors to “Pleasure Island” locking behind me…and if I didn’t get out right THEN, I was going to turn into a donkey.

See, the story shaped me. It shaped my moral imagination. 
It shaped my decision making.
And that’s exactly what Peter was intending to do for these Gentile Xians. 

Its why Jesus didn’t just say, “You should love your neighbor.”
He also told a story of about a Good Samaritan.

Nathan the prophet didn’t just approach David the king after his episode with Bathsheba and say, “You are an adulterer and a murderer!”
Instead he told him a story about a rich man who stole a poor man’s only sheep.

Its why God didn’t just say to Israel- “Here are some rules to follow” when he gave them the 10 commandments.
No, he said, “Remember your story. You were trapped in slavery. And I heard your cry. I brought you out of Egypt because I love you. NOW, here is how we are going to live together as family.”

You know, in a lot of ways, the stories you appreciate, the ones you believe, are sort of like Jiminy Cricket. They are kind of an outward conscience that follow us around. 
And even when you don’t realize it, they are shaping what you buy, what you eat, who you hang out with, and how you live.

So if stories are that powerful…then you gotta ask yourself…what stories do I hear most often? What stories are shaping me?

See it's a lot easier to take off on a weekend of binge drinking when you are listening to country music, instead of thinking about a God that became a man and died on a cross in your place. 

It's a lot easier to shun or be impolite to a woman wearing a hijab, if all you ever listen to is angry conservative talk radio,.. than if you are immersed in the story of a self-sacrificing God-Man who taught us to “love our enemies” and then went to the cross to die for his. 

It's a lot easier to skip a couple of worship gatherings a month, if you are believing the story that your relationship with God is mainly personal…than if you are reminded that you are a part of a people, a body, that need each other.  

See, That’s why Peter tells this church, “You are REAL BOYS AND GIRLS” 
You aren’t on trial.
You’ve already been adopted. You are the children of God. His people. His chosen ones. Israel’s story is YOUR STORY…you feel like strangers and exiles where you live…because your home is with God, not with Rome. So be strong. The good stuff is coming to you.

TRANSITION: Now the question is, what exactly is the story that Peter is telling these Gentile Xians…what is it teaching them to DO with the Pagan Roman culture around them?

Well…

2) The culture isn’t the enemy. It's the mission. 
One of the issues that Xians often face is what to do with the culture around us?
If we are strangers and exiles, how should we live in a culture that is not our home, yet still be the people God has called us to be?

Let me give you 4 options that Xians often use when engaging culture. Actually, its 4 different stories we tend to believe about our role in the prevailing culture.

(The following 4 come up one at a time, but each one stays on the screen until eventually all 4 are up there together)r- 
TITLE- 4 CULTURAL APPROACHES (at least a cartoon stereotype of them)
1) Titanic Life-Boats- 
These folks are indifferent to culture. The whole thing is going down. They think “Look, we’re all gonna be raptured off this planet that’s gonna burn up, so we need to convert as many people as we can. Anything else is just arranging furniture on the Titanic. We need to get people in the life boat before this whole thing sinks! So, let’s not waste our time trying to be “nice” to people. Give me some gospel tracts and point me to the nearest men’s restroom! I’m not gonna air condition anyone’s train to hell!”

2) Moral Activists-
These folks say the problem with our culture is we’ve lost our sense of morality. We need to get back to the Christian morals our country was built on. We need prayer back in schools and God back in government. So lets march!...or at least post a lot on Facebook. Lets call out the bad guys for their evil, and make sure the good guys have the power!...and then we’ll all feel at home in a moral, Xian culture.

3) Relevant-Culturalists-
These folks say the church is too separate from culture. We are always talking about what we’re against. Instead, lets find some common ground. Lets speak up for the poor, because people like that sort of thing. Lets show people that Christians are cool. Like Bono. Or Chance the Rapper. Lets hang out in bars and talk about indie films…and maybe in 5 years or so, we will have earned the right to say something about Jesus.

4) Counter-Culturalists-
Basically, these are the folks that do what I did in 3rd grade. When Pleasure Island approaches with Sex, Drugs, and Rock and Roll…they scream “NOOOOOOOOOOOOO!” and run as fast as they can to their safe spot. 
These are folks that believe we shouldn’t concern ourselves with making the world like the church. Instead we should generally withdrawl from the world and set up a counter culture that is completely apart from it so we aren’t polluted by it.
Think Amish communities.
 SO which one is right?

Well, be careful. Because all of them have something of value…at the same time…all of them have places where they can abandon the faith we’re called to. 
V 1 & 11
For instance, on one hand, Peter does tell them to abstain from certain activities.
He tells them not to repay evil for evil. 
Which seems sort of like the counter-culturalist position.

You know, hide yourself away from the world, so they don’t corrupt you.
MORE AMISH COMMUNITES. 
FLEE PLEASURE ISLAND!

But, notice in v 11, that the command is not “HIDE YOURSELF FROM THE WORLD” as if the world is the enemy. 
Rather, Peter puts the battle INSIDE of us.
Our sinful desires are what wages war on the soul.
The line between good and evil isn’t OUT THERE IN THE CULTURE…its Right Here in our Hearts.

..so maybe the Relevant folks are right.
Maybe we should be a little more careful about being “OVERTLY” different from the world…and try to find a little more in common with the culture.

BUT clearly, we are supposed to be different. Strangers. Exiles. Not at home in the culture.
V 5 & 8
But v 5 says our aim is to make SPIRITUAL SACRIFICES that GOD finds acceptable. Not moral compromises that our neighbors find acceptable.
AND v 8 makes it clear that Jesus is going to be a stumbling blokc to many people. You can’t take the offense out of a religion that has an offensive bloody cross at its center.

Well, how about the Moral Activists.
Maybe we should try to get control of the government. Maybe that should be the way we overtake culture.
But remember, this is written to a people in a VERY PAGAN culture with a RIDICULOUSLY PAGAN government.
V 13
And Peter’s instruction is not to show up at the polls (as if that were even an option for them), rather in v 13 he says submit to every human authority…even the emperor.

WHILE you abstain from evil practices.

So maybe we should take the Titanic view. 
All gospel tracts and urgent evangelism. 

V 12
But, then in v 12, Peter says that the way people change is to OBSERVE your good works. Is to watch your conduct. How you treat them. It doesn’t say they will listen to your sermons…it says they will observe how you live…with them. In front of them.

So we don't just pass out gospel tracts…there is something deep and important about the way we conduct ourselves in culture. 

V 9
Just think about the things he calls the church
A chosen race.
That doesn’t mean we’re CHOICE.
IN fact, if you are shaped by the story of Israel in the OT, you’ll find that Abraham was CHOSEN not because he was special, but because he wasn’t.
You’ll find that God picked the underdeveloped, the rejected, always the younger brother in a culture that honored the older brother.

He was counter cultural
Yet, we are also a royal priesthood.
We are ambassadors of the King, sent to a foreign culture not simply to provide a safe place for other Xians, but to bring Christ into the cultures of the world. 
Priests represented God to people…and represented people to God.

That’s what we are called to do.
Not hate the people around us who aren’t the church, but to pray for them. To go to God on their behalf. AND to go to them with the message of the gospel on God’s behalf.

You know how unselfish you have to be to be a priest. You are always representing someone other than yourself.
You are either praying the prayers you want your neighbor to pray for themselves…or you are speaking the words of Christ to your neighbor.
Back to 2)

But strangely, as you do that, you become more of the ACTUAL person that God created you to be.

SO, God hasn’t chosen you because you are choice…but because you were weak enough to admit YOU AREN’T The first pick in the draft.
And he’s not calling you to be TRUE TO YOURSELF.
He’s calling you to die to yourself FOR THE CULTURE.

Because our mission is to represent God TO THE CULTURE…not to tell the culture how bad it is and how much better we are.

Transition- See, the Pinnochio story actually tells us a lot of the same things Peter does.

3) Be Brave, Be Truthful, Be Unselfish…because the Cornerstone is your foundation. 

Pinocchio Whale story.
Resurrected.
The dance at the end. 
He is real boy, after he is brave, truthful, and unselfish…to the point of death.
The opposite of self-protection.
It's out of love for his Father.

V 6-7
Cornerstone or foundation shapes the building.
What the foundation is, the building will be.
All the other stones have to be plum…in line with…the corner stone
And the corners

Our cornerstone is brave.
Think of him in the garden. Facing the sin of the world. Sweating Blood. Think of him on the cross.

Our cornerstone is truthful.
On one hand, He came to the Jews, into a culture that thought they were for God.
...and he told them they had misread the Scriptures. 
He told them the truth…even when it was really hard for them to hear it.
But he also, didn’t take sides with the prevailing Roman culture either. 
He spoke the truth to them, that he was the real King…and eventually both sides conspired together to kill him. 
Because they stumbled on the immovable cornerstone.

And he was unselfish. Because he had his Father. He had all he needed in the heavenly realm.
Yet, he descended. He limited himself. He became a baby. Learned obedience. Gave away his rights. All so he could share his treasure, his inheritance…the love of his Father…with us.
He came into the ugliness and destruction of the “Pleasure Island” we had built for ourselves…and he became the donkey for us.

All so we could become the REAL Children of God.
And now, with him as our cornerstone. We go to the world. To our neighbors…not to condemn them, but to proclaim the praises of the one who called us out of darkness and into his marvelous light. 
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