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Carbon is able to form multiple allotropes due its valency.

That’s why we say its “Polymorphic”.

…and that’s why Jesus resurrected….AMEN!!?!?!?!?!

Let me explain.

The element Carbon exists naturally in 2 different crystalline forms…or allotropes.

One is very common. In fact, its so common we put it in the hands of our kids everyday. No. 2 pencils.

Its graphite.

In graphite, the molecule structure is arranged in loosely connected parallel sheets. Therefore, graphite is a carbon allotrope that is opaque (no light shines through it), brittle, and weak.

That’s why we use it in pencils. Because when you barely press the graphite to the paper, it breaks apart leaving traces of itself behind forming the dark lines on your paper.

But carbon’s other allotrope you would NEVER put in your kids’ backpack.

Its rare and precious.

It's translucent, brilliant when it catches the light, and harder than any substance on earth. 

You know what it is? Diamond.

Think about that for a second. We pay thousands of dollars to adorn ourselves with diamonds for beauty and reinforce our marital commitments. And we pay pennies to use the EXACT same substance to scratch out a note on a post-it or to do homework. 

The only differnence in the two substances is the arrangement of the molecules. In a diamond, the molecules are complexly interconnected with one another rather than loosely connected in sheets like in graphite. 

Do you know how carbon molecules get rearranged out of common weak brittle sheets and turn into the strong, rare, beautiful diamonds?

Pressure. 150,000 times Earth’s normal atmospheric pressure has to be applied to graphite to rearrange its molecules into diamonds. To make carbon express itself NOT as a weak, brittle, opaque allotrope, but as a strong, beautiful, rare precious diamond,… It takes the kind of pressure that can only be found in the depths of the earth.

…and that’s why we say Carbon is “polymorphic”. 
Which is a greek word that means “multiple forms”

[PAUSE] The Resurrection of Jesus makes EVERYTHING Polymorphic. 

TITLE SLIDE- “Polymorphic Pencils Sketching Diamonds: Why Its Time to Take Cosmic Resurrection Personally”- Mark 16:1-8

You, me, plants, animals, mountains, trees, oceans…

…when Jesus resurrected on the third day following his crucifixion…the whole world became Polymorphic. The common and brittle was suddenly injected with the real potential for its molecules to be rearranged into something precious, beautiful and indestructible.

…and when I say that, I’m not JUST talking about a spiritual metaphor…I’m talking literally…about our very physical selves and this physical world we live in.

Take a look at this.

When the Apostle Paul writes about the effects of Jesus’ resurrection he says this.

1 Cor 15:51-53 CSB(edited version below)
Listen, I am telling you a mystery: We will not all fall asleep, but we will all be changed, 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, … the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will be changed. 53 For this corruptible body must be clothed† with incorruptibility,† and this mortal body must be clothed with immortality.

Anybody recognize polymorphism when you see it? That’s it.

The resurrection of Jesus says, “Your molecules are going to be rearranged. What used to be frail graphite is going to change to an incorruptible beautiful diamond. The whole world is gonna change to something indestructibly wonderful.”

That's the message of Easter. But Easter isn’t just just a proclamation. Its also an invitation. 

To step out of the graphite…and into the diamond. There is something that God leaves to you. 

For almost a year now, we’ve been reading our way through Mark’s gospel. And today, we come to the end…which is actually… the invitation to a new beginning. 

Here we go.

Mark 16:1-8
When† the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene,† Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so that they could go and anoint him. 2 Very early in the morning, on the first day of the week,† they went to the tomb† at sunrise. 3 They were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone from the entrance to the tomb for us? ” 4 Looking up, they noticed that the stone ​— ​which was very large ​— ​had been rolled away.
5 When† they entered the tomb,† they saw a young man† dressed† in a white† robe sitting on the right side; they were alarmed. 6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he told them. “You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth,† who was crucified. He has risen!† He is not here. See the place where they put him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter,† ‘He is going ahead of you to Galilee;† you will see him there just as he told you.’ ”
8 They went out and ran from the tomb,† because trembling and astonishment overwhelmed them. And they said nothing to anyone,† since they were afraid.

Transition: …and so ends the gospel of Mark.

…and so begins the polymorphism.

First, lets talk about a couple of misunderstandings about what Jesus’ resurrection means…and then what the Bible says about.

1) Jesus didn’t Evolve or Evactuate…he started New Creation.
There are 2 popular ideas that Christians have held for some time now about what Jesus’ resurrection means.

First, let me explain why Christians believe that the resurrection of a Jesus means isn’t just some historical magic trick of the past, but it actually affects the future of the world. 

1 Cor 15:20-22
The Apostle Paul says that Jesus is the “firstfruits”.
He says just like through the first man’s sin in the garden of Eden, the whole world broke…
So whatever it is that is happening to Jesus in his resurrection is somehow going to spread to all of the world as well. 

Think of firstfruits for a second. If you had an apple tree in your backyard, once you hit spring, you start looking for the early evidence of fruit. And one Spring day, you see it. 
A bud. Then a flower, and leaf…and then…a tiny little apple. 

And so you go in your house and announce to your family, “Good news! There’s an apple on the tree!”

Now, when you say that, you aren’t saying “OOOO, We’ve got ONE APPLE. I can’t wait to taste it!”
No, you are excited because you know that “first fruit” is evidence that you are gonna have a whole crop of apples.=

Likewise, when Paul writes that Jesus is the “firstfruits” he means that whatever happened to Jesus in his resurrection…it started something that’s gonna result in a WHOLE LOT more of THAT Resurrection in the world…and in all those who have died. 

Back to 1)
So the question is, how do we interpret exactly what the resurrection means for all the “fruits” that follow the first fruits.

One idea is that we are all going to Evactuate like Jesus.

That when you trust Christ, you get a ticket to this supernatural place beyond the sky called “heaven” and if you REALLY BELIEVE and say a prayer, you, like Jesus after his resurrection, will one day be lifted up into the sky and leave behind the rest of the earth and anyone who doesn’t believe Jesus resurrected.
Then the whole earth will break apart in a fire and everyone else will fall into a firey underground torture pit while you are singing in a heavenly choir as a disembodied soul forever.

Or instead of evacuation, some people think the Resurrection means EVOLUTION.
That with our help all of creation is slowly evolving.
As the church gets better and better, we’ll do more good work in the world and over a number of centuries we will have such a positive effect on the world, working for goodness and justice that world will start to look like heaven…and it will be a nice place to live…without evil or pain anymore.

The problem with these ideas is that each of them has a small kernel of truth…but they separate the spiritual from the physical…which is something the Bible doesn’t do.

See, if you buy into the Evacuation idea, that God is gonna get all the Xians out of the world, fly ‘em to heaven, and let the world burn…you’re focus becomes only on INDIVIUDALS and their PERSONAL sin. 
So you end up not really caring very much about Justice in the world, because you start to sort of view it as secondary to people repenting of their personal sin. 
So, you separate the spiritual and the physical. 
Let the world burn, and save sinners from hell.

But, it you buy into the idea that we all are simply supposed to be inspired by the Resurrection to do justice and slowly usher in God’s kingdom by being better people, you neglect your PERSONAL sin. Sin is always something you are fighting “Out there”. You end up neglecting your soul. You end up thinking, “I need to do good in the world”, and you forget that God needs to do something with your own sin.

See, you make the physical world more important than spiritual, and in doing so, you unneccesarily divide what the Resurrection brings together. 

Let me show you.

V 1-2
Mary, Mary, and Salome come to the tomb with Spices.
That’s why the early church called them the Spice Girls. Zig-a-zigg-ahh..

But notice something. Mark tells you that the Resurrection happened very early on the first day of the week.

This is a reference to the first 2 pages of the Bible.

Genesis chapters 1-2 describe the creation of the world in 7 days.
After the 6th day (or Friday, the day Jesus died) the sun goes down, and God says, “Now, it's the Sabbath. I’m resting from my work.” 
That’s the day Jesus was in the tomb.
After that, we get a story about sin breaking the world. And a curse that brings in death and sadness.
In a sense…the world gets stuck on that Saturday. 

From that point in the book of Genesis, we have murder, rape, incest, drunkenness, as humans go deeper and deeper into their and entire societies are built on greed, abuse of power, and injustice.

Humanity gets deeply stuck in their sin, and the whole world suffers for it.

But the Resurrection, after Jesus absorbs all that curse on himself as he breaks apart on the cross…the Resurrection is FINALLY the 8th day. It's the restart of the week that humanity could never get to by themselves because we sinned…and ushered in death. It's the start of a new society…a New Kingdom…where sin has been dealt with, and justice reigns.

On this FIRST DAY of the NEW WEEK Jesus has done away with the curse of DEATH…. It's the start of NEW CREATION. 

All through the gospel of Mark Jesus has preached about the coming Kingdom of God. “Get ready for it. I’m bringing it.” That is the good news. That's the gospel. 

That Jesus finally put an end to the curse of sin and death, and now, through his Ressurrection, NEW CREATION has started. Things are beginning to come back into order. 

Imagine that first day of Creation. Everything not yet like God wants it…but its moving the right direction.

So it is with this NEW WEEK Jesus starts. Everything is moving in the right direction again. In one way, the NEW WEEK is here in Jesus. But in another way, you still see brokenness all around us. We haven’t yet made it to the NEW SABBATH. 

That comes later, when Jesus promises to return…and finish NEW CREATION.

And listen to the way this New Creation is described after Jesus returns.
Rev 21:2 & 5a (ESV)

And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. …And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” 

Notice, we aren’t being evacuated FROM the EARTH TO HEAVEN…heaven is coming DOWN to EARTH.
A very real and physical CITY. To a very real and physical Earth.

Also, notice its not US that is making all things new, it's the King on the throne.
And that king doesn’t say, in EVACUATION style “I’m making all new things! He doesn’t say “I’m getting rid of everything and making new stuff.. He says I am MAKING all things NEW.”

Mark 16:6 (CSB)
At the empty tomb, when the angel tells the women that Jesus is risen, he points them to physical evidence.
He doesn’t say, “Now, when you go in here, you’re going to see a body…but don’t worry…that’s not really Jesus. The essence of Jesus is his soul which has now left his body and is safe in heaven.”

No. He says, “Look in that tomb. See it with your own eyes. You won’t find a body. Because in Resurrection, God makes ALL THINGS NEW.

Now, what does this mean?
Well, as much as evactuation and evolution ideas about resurrection get wrong…there are 2 small kernels of truth that they get right…and they are both VERY GOOD NEWS

To show you, I want to go back to Rev 21, because that’s the passage that describes the final Resurrection…the end of this NEW WEEK that Jesus’ started at his resurrection.

Revelation 21:4; 23-24
He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 

See, what the Evacuation idea gets right is not the whole Earth will burn, but rather, that it will be purified. Everything that is inconsistent with who God is…will be done away with. Death, pain, mourning, crying…all will pass away. We don’t get a new world. We get a WORLD made new.

But…look at what it says about the heavenly city that comes down to earth. It is lit by the GLORY of God…BUT the kings of all the nations bring their glory into it. That means that there are some things that God calls us to do in our work to make culture, to do good in the world…will actually be ways that we worship him. We will, in a sense, add to the glory that is in heaven. AND THAT IS WORK YOU CAN BE DOING RIGHT NOW!

We certainly can’t EVOLVE the world into New Creation, but things we do now that HONOR God WILL BE A PART of New Creation.

Now, I don’t know exactly how this works, but you know what it means.
It means your work, the actual work you do with your mind, your hands, your physical body…IT MEANS SOMETHING COSMIC.

ALL WORK REALLY DOES MATTER….to God. Not just “spiritual” stuff like being a pastor. 

Think about this. If this is true..
In New Creation, King David might browse Michaelangelo’s statue …of himself.
Handel will perform The Messiah for the Messiah
That Afghan you knitted over Christmas Break…Jesus might use it when its cold…(except it will never be winter in New Creation because that represents death and the demonic)

Do you make a mean Shrimp and Grits? BRING IT INTO NEW CREATION!

1 Cor 15:51-53 CSB(edited version from above)
…and don’t forget, your physical body will be changed, too. 
On one hand, it will lose all imperfections. On the other hand…you will still be you.
Jesus was still Jesus when he resurrected, but there was something different about him. He seemed unbound by time and space…but he could still eat a meal with his friends.

Again, I don’t know exactly what this looks like, but sure, maybe it means we’ll be able to jump tall buildings in a single bound…galaxies for hair.

Back to 1)
Listen, the Resurrection of Jesus means SO MUCH.
But if I boil it down …it means this.
It means that everything that’s wrong, that’s sad, that’s broken…God is going to fix it all. 

And…it means that EVERYTHING you do RIGHT NOW…is deeply infused with MEANING, because RIGHT NOW…the things you do RIGHT NOW…MATTER FOR ETERNITY. 

Its sort of like we are all Polymorphic Pencils, filled with brittle graphite…and in this frail and brittle world, we’re Sketching out in pencil what God’s coming Kingdom is going to look like. What the world will be like when Jesus rearranges the worlds molecules to make it into a diamond.

My question to you is…What are you sketching with your graphite life?

Are you drawing things that will pass away. Self-centeredness. Temporary pleasures. Sin. Hate. Revenge. Anger. Passivity. 

Or are you writing out things that Jesus will make into an indestructible diamond. Generosity. Sacrifice. Love. Justice.

Will what you are sketching now with your life last forever…or be done away with in New Creation?

TRANSITION: But, listen, as beautiful and as cosmic as New Creation is…IT IS ABSOLUTELY CRUCIAL that you take the Resurrecition personally. In fact, your eternal life depends on it. 
(Don’t read the next point out loud)

2) New Creation is cosmic…but you have to take it personally.

One of the great dangers of looking at New Creation cosmically, is that you can get all excited about sketching out beauty and justice in the world…
…and forget that there is sin and evil inside of you.

Look what Jesus said to a crowd of people he was teaching one time.
Mark 7:14-15

See, the Jews had all these rules and laws that were supposed to keep them “pure”. If you put certain foods in your body…you became ritually “unclean” and were unable to go into the temple, you were cutoff from the presence of God. 
So there was a whole list of things that you weren’t supposed to eat or touch. 

But Jesus came teaching them that its not what you put INTO your body that makes you unclean. Instead, its what comes out…the thoughts and actions that proceed FROM YOU…that make you unclean and separate you from God.

Matt 5:21-22a (end at judgment) & 27-28 

Jesus taught that we like to look at outward sin and injustice. We hate murder and sex trafficking.
BUT…he says, if you hate another person….or if you lust on the INSIDE..you are guilty of breaking God’s law.

You become unclean. Defiled. You build a wall between you and God. IN a very real way, you become NOT a part of NEW CREATION…but that sin inside you makes you a part of world that will be done away with. 

James 3:6
Or look what James, the brother of Jesus, writes.
He’s talking about your speech. What you say.
Gossip much? Run down your spouse or your friends or your enemies to others?
James says the heart of that speech is a “world of unrighteousness” that “stains the whole body”…
…and look at this..
It is set on fire by hell itself.

You know what that means?
It means before you are ever in the fires of hell, the fires of hell are burning in you.

This is what makes Jesus’ cross so beautiful.
Here’s the way the Apostle Paul, who himself was a murderer of Xians and a slanderer of Jesus…until he PERSONALLY met the resurrected Jesus. 
2 Cor 5:21
He made the one who did not know sin† to be sin†for us,† so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

On the cross, Jesus, the perfect God, a diamond himself, became a frail brittle piece of unrighteous graphite. 
He became our sin. He died and fell apart for us.
He took our HELL on himself.
Jesus, as graphite, descended into the grave, into the earth…under the intense pressure of our sin…and he would resurrect into an even more beautiful diamond. 

So that we could become his righteousness.
So that he could turn us into diamonds.
From that same chapter of the Bible Paul says…
2 Cor 5:17
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation;† the old has passed away, and see,† the new has† come!

Listen. The beauty of that verse is that where it says “he is a”…those words aren’t there in the original greek.
They are added in to smooth out the text.

…and they aren’t untrue.
BUT look at the way without it this verse makes the COSMIC and PERSONAL MEET.

If anyone (that’s personal) is in Christ, NEW CREATION!
In other words, if you believe and put your trust in Christ, in his death in your place…then you get swept up into this cosmic renewal of the world…that on one hand IS NOT ABOUT YOU AT ALL…but on the other hand, Jesus wants to share it with you.

And that’s what’s so beautiful about what the angel says to the Spice Girls at the empty tomb.
Mark 16:7

The angel says, “Go tell the disciples…and Peter”
Now, remember, the gospel of Mark is, in essence, the gospel according to Peter.

Mark is Peter’s right hand man in the early church. So its highly likely that Mark (who was not a disciple) is writing down Peter’s account of what happened.

So think about this. Is Peter one of the disicples? Yes.
So why does the angel say, “go tell the disciples AND Peter to come meet Jesus?”

Well, its because Peter likely doubts that Jesus…even the resurrected Jesus cares to see him again.
Peter was the one who swore he would never desert Jesus. 
But Peter was also the one who denied him 3 times…and met Jesus’ eyes when Jesus was being flogged and beaten the night before he died.

Peter was ashamed. He likely thought, “Sure, Jesus might want these other guys…but he’s through with me. I’ve done to much. I denied him too many times. I made too lofty a promises and I broke all of them. 
Jesus doesn’t want me anymore!”

But the angel says, “No. Be sure to SPECIFICALLY tell Peter to come and meet the Resurrected Jesus.”

Listen, I don’t know all of you. I don’t know what you’ve done. I don’t what fires of hell you’ve set inside of yourself. I don’t how your actions, your thoughts, and your speech have defiled you…

…but Jesus does. As sure as he knows Peter personally…as sure as intimately knew all Peter’s betrayal and broken promises…he knows yours.

And he died for them.
And the message is the same for you as it was for Peter…
…
Come and See the resurrected Jesus. 
Trust him.
Be found in him.
And you will be a part of his New Creation.

Transition: See…

3) You have an invitation to New Creation…what are you going to do with it?
The gospel of Mark ends in the strangest way.

If you look in your Bible right after verse 8, you probably will see that the last section is bracketed off..and says that the earliest manuscripts we have of this portion of the book of Mark don’t contain those verses.

Most likely, that ending to the gospel of Mark is a very late addition, because as the gospel circulated, especially with 3 other gospel accounts, the church was just too uneasy with this cliffhanger ending in v 8 and they wanted to pull from the other gospels and sort of smooth it out.

A valiant effort, but it betrayed the position Mark is trying to put his audience in a the end of his book.

Take a look.
Mark 16:8
The Spice Girls runaway afraid. They all become Mel B. and Mel C. Scary Spice and sporty spice.
Because they RUN from the tomb AFRAID!

Isn’t that strange.
They find an angel at an empty tomb with instructions to go tell the disicples that Jesus is Risen and that he wants to meet with them…and they get scared and keep their mouths closed.

Now, of course, the early church that is reading this gospel KNOWS they didn’t do that…because they exist! They heard the message. 

Mark isn’t trying to tie a neat bow on his gospel…
You know what he’s doing? He’s inviting you, and me, the reader to decide.

What are YOU going to do with the resurrected Jesus?
Will you run away from him afraid?
Will you carry on about normal life?
Will you keep using your frail graphite pencil of a life to sketch out things that will blown away by the Diamond of New Creation?

Or…will you meet Jesus’ personally?
Will you come to him, humbly, confessing your sin, like Peter did so the resurrected Jesus can say to you, “See my scars? I died for you. See my resurrected body? I am making you New Creation!”

Will you come to Jesus and hear him say, “I love you,”?

You can’t just decide to DO BETTER. You have to personally know Jesus and let him know all of you.
Matt 7:21-23
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven,† but only the one who does the will† of my Father in heaven.† 22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, didn’t we prophesy in your name, drive out demons† in your name, and do many miracles in your name? ’†23 Then I will announce to them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from me, you lawbreakers! ’

See, its not DOING for Jesus that makes you a part of NEW CREATION…it is KNOWING HIM…PERSONALLY.

THEN and only then, can you do the beautiful work of NEW CREATION that will last forever.

Back to 3)
Will you accept Mark’s invitation…to stop running scared.
To be found in Christ, to stop with the shame...and once and for all know and be known by the King who is making all things…INCLUDING YOU…BRAND NEW.

Hand raised.
Counselors at back, pray with you, be baptized. 

Lords Supper.
PRAYER
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