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Sir Ernest Shackleton was one of the early pioneers of the South Pole.

He led 4 expeditions there before his death in 1922.

This is the advertisement he “allegedly” placed in the newspaper to recruit men for his 3rd, and most famous trip to Antartica aboard the ship Endurance.

“Men wanted for hazardous journey. Low wages, bitter cold, long hours of complete darkness. Safe return doubtful. Honour and recognition in event of success.”

Though the ad is a bit of an urban legend… the journey certainly lived up to the legend.

The Endurance was trapped, and eventually crushed, by ice and his crew spent a year and half stranded in the frozen polar waters. 

They ended up walking and floating in life boats to safety for 346 miles.

Hunger, frostbite, wolves, perilous winds and waves…were all major obstacles to the survival of the crew. But the worst adversary they faced was the darkness.

At the South Pole, it stays dark for 6 months during the winter. And remember, darkness at the South Pole in 1915 is differnent than darkness in Murfreesboro TN in 2018. We rarely experience total darkness because of all the sources of articifical light we have. But there, they had nothing. Especially when there was no moon to speak of…it was just, pitch black.

Here’s the way Alfred Lansing puts it in his book about the Endurance’s voyage.

“In all the world there is no desolation more complete than the polar night. It is a return to the Ice Age— no warmth, no life, no movement. Only those who have experienced it can fully appreciate what it means to be without the sun day after day and week after week. Few men unaccustomed to it can fight off its effects altogether, and it has driven some men mad.” – Alfred Lansing, Endurance: Ernest Shackleton’s Incredible Voyage

Think about that for a second. The polar night. 
Total darkness
No sun providing any hope of warmth for 6 months. 
No movement of the ice…because there is no melting. 
Unable, except by fire, to even see the members of your expedition team. In fact, without their voices, you have no way to know if they are actually there.

And think about the disorientation.
All you can see for miles is darkness. Darkness to the N, E, S, W…it all looks the same. Without a compass, its impossible to even know if you’re going the right direction.

Title slide- “The Polar Night: How the Cross Absorbs Chaos to Make Us New Creation”- Mark 15:32-39

Today, in Mark’s gospel, we arrive at the death of Jesus…it is a moment literally shrouded in darkness. The sun goes black for 3 hours…in the middle of the day. 

And it is, most definitely, a moment of utter disorientation, utter lostness… No warmth. No life. No movement.

Today, I want us to understand why it went dark, and what Jesus’ dark death means for all of us.

Mark 15:32-39
33 When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 And at three Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lemá sabachtháni? ” which is translated, “My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? ”
35 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “See, he’s calling for Elijah.”
36 Someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, fixed it on a stick, offered him a drink, and said, “Let’s see if Elijah comes to take him down.”
37 Jesus let out a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 Then the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 39 When the centurion, who was standing opposite him, saw the way he breathed his last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God! ”

Transition: Lets start with what this darkness represents…

1) Darkness is spiritual disorientation.

This darkness that happens at the cross is not just God the Father saying, “Gee, I’m sad about these humans killing my son. I think I’ll just go emo for a few hours. This will be my dark period.”

All through the Bible, you find that actual darkness is a metaphor spiritual darkness.
Now, just because something is a metaphor doesn’t mean it didn’t actually happen.

God is using actual events that he is bringing to pass to communicate something about what is happening at Jesus’ death.

This ACTUAL darkness is showing that there is something profound happening to our SPIRITUAL DARKNESS as Jesus dies on the cross.

When the authors of the Bible write about Spiritual Darkness, they write about disorientation. You are aren’t seeing things the right way…because you “Can’t See”…in a spiritual sense.

Jesus was constantly saying things to people like, “You have eyes, but you can’t see.”

In the dark, you’re disoriented.
In 3 ways.
A- When You’re in Spiritual Darkness, you can’t see the way.

God, and his Word, is compared to the sun. A central piece of the universe that gives light & warmth, and by it we see everything else rightly.  
That’s what Truth is-  the truth is what you judge everything around you by.

Its your center. Its gravity. It gives you your bearings. 
For example- If someone told you, “Climb up on that 50 story building, jump off and fly.” You would judge that command based on the standard of the truth. 

“I won’t jump off that building, because I know the truth about gravity and the limits of the human body.”
But if you don’t have truth, you have as much reason to believe you can fly as you have to believe that water is wet.

By a central truth…by The Way, the Truth, and the Life…you see direction. A path. A plan. A way forward….and you are able to judge ways that you know you shouldn’t go down. 

(NEXT 2 VERSE on SAME SLIDE)
Psalm 119:105- Your word is a lamp for my feet
and a light on my path.

1 John 1:5- This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light, and there is absolutely no darkness in him.

If God is light, if knowing him is the way you see the way, and the way you see the road to disaster, then without that light…you are disoriented. You are as likely, spiritually, to jump off a building as you are to sit on a park bench.
 Back to A)

As soon as the sun gets out of the center of the solar system, everything crashes. It goes chaotic.

And spiritually, when you move God out of that central Truth defining- way giving spot in your life. 
…you always put something else there.

You’ll let marriage define truth. 
And so you’ll make all your decisions about the way forward based on what you pereceive is best for your marriage.

Or your kids.
Or your career.

Or, you’ll let you’re “authentic self” decide the way.
You know, how you feel inside. What do you feel like doing? That should guide the way you go.

...but when you do that, you’re in a Polar Night…disoriented…and you’ll end up in chaos.

Romans 1:25 talks about this directly. You exahcnged the truth of God for a lie…a shot in the dark…and so you allowed something else…marriage, kids, career, your feelings…to occupy the place of God. You tried to squeeze light out of darkness…and its not working. 

B- When you’re in Spiritual Darkness, you can’t see yourself.
Just like in physical darkness, you can put your hand right in front of your face and not see it,…so in Spiritual darkness you can’t see who you really are.
Remember, you are created in God’s image. So its by seeing God that you see yourself…and understand who you actually are. 

When you put something else at the center place of your life, that thing or idea not only becomes your way…it becomes your identity. 

You know, if you jump off of a building thinking you can fly…eventually you hit the ground…and smack. CHAOS. DISINTEGRATION.

Same thing spiritually. 
Without God as the light, the central truth in your life…whatever you build your life on…however you define yourself….
A good husband or wife, or parent or boss, or entrepreneur…eventually you are going to hit the ground.

It will break. And you’ll find chaos. Disintegration.
You get fired…and you’ll ask “WHO AM I?” Without that job, I don’t know who I am.
Without my spouse…I don’t know who I am?
Without those friends…I don’t know who I am?

That’s what a mid-life crisis is.
You know, mid-life crises don’t mainly happen to people who haven’t been meeting their life goals.
They happen to people who have actually met all their goals… of job, marriage, family, wrote a book, made a film, got a Superbowl ring...
…and then they look at what they have…and they see they have less than half their lives left and they say, “Who am I?” “What have I really accomplished?”

Without God at the center- you may think you know who you are…but that’s like looking into a mirror in total darkness and saying “I like my brown eyes.” …You are just guessing at who you are…and chaos is coming.

C- When you’re in Spiritual Darkness, you can’t see others. 
One of the things you notice in Scripture is that as you relate to God in the center of your life, you don’t have LESS room for other people in your life…you actually have more.

The deeper your relationship with God, the more capacity you have to care for and love other people. 

But, when you are blinded…when you are in spiritual darkness…groping around trying to find your way….and trying to figure out who you are…you tend to isolate.

..to cut people OUT of your life who aren’t serving your agenda. Its like you are trying to squint your way through the dark and other people are a distraction to your pursuits.

Which means, you have no other voices in your life. You have no one to say, “Turn around. Stop. This is madness.”
And it means that people God wants you to minister to don't have you, etither. 

You want a biblical picture of Spiritual darkness?
Isaiah 59:9b-10
We hope for light, but there is darkness; 
for brightness, but we live in the night. 
10 We grope along a wall like the blind; 
we grope like those without eyes.
We stumble at noon as though it were twilight; 
we are like the dead among those who are healthy.

Without the sun, everything dies. 
A return to the Ice Age.
Polar Night.

Back to 1)

In Spiritual Darkness, your life is mostly defined by disorientation….chaos…the chaos of someone groping about without eyes…, isolated from others, like the dead are isolated from the healthy,…
 You don’t know who God is…and you don’t know who you are.

Transition: While Jesus hung on the cross, from 12 noon to 3 pm…the sky went completely dark…because God was communicating …to the human race that... “SPIRITUAL DARKNESS IS HAPPENING RIGHT NOW TO MY SON IN A MORE INTENSE, A DEEPER, MORE PROFOUND WAY THAN YOU KNOW.” Look at Jesus on the cross. Look at the chaos. Look at the disorder, the disintegration, the isolation. 

That’s our sin. That’s what we brought about…and now, Jesus is taking it. See..

2) In our sin, We exchanged God for chaos.  
On the cross, God became chaos for us. 

As perilous as the South Pole expedition was for the crew of the Endurance, every single member of the crew survived. 

And if you ask the crew why that was, they’d point you right back to their captain, Ernest Shackleton.

Listen to what his crew said about him. (Next 2 quotes on same slide)

“Shackleton’s first thought was for the men under him. He didn’t care if he went without a shirt on his back so long as the men he was leading had sufficient clothing.” –Lionel Greenstreet, First Officer

“How he stood the incessant vigil was marvelous, but he is a wonderful man…He simply never spares himself if, by his individual toil, he can possibly benefit anyone else.” –Thomas Orde-Lees

In fact during the latter part of the journey, Shackleton gave his gloves to one of his men who had lost his, and in turn suffered frostbite. 

It was that spirit of sacrifice that put his men above his own needs that kept them hopeful in spirit and able to continue physically.

Back to 2)

On the cross, God gave us his gloves and took our frostbite.
That frostbite, that Polar Night…that darkness…is chaos. Its Un-Creation.

Let me show you what I mean.

You remember the way Alfred Lansing described the Polar Night. He said it was “a return to the ice age”

Well, the darkness on the cross…the Polar Night on Golgotha, went further back than the Ice Age. It went all the way back to before creation.

Gen 1:2 tells you what the world universe was like before Gen 1:1.
The earth was formless and void…darkness covered evertything.
Formless and void…that’s chaos. No order. No meaning. Just darkness.

See, chaos, disorientation...goes hand in hand with darkness..
Then, God said, “Let there be be light” 
Light overcame darkness.
Order triumphed over chaos.
Disintegrated things integrated.

There was coherence. Meaning. Direction. Purpose. Identity. LIGHT.

See, when you move away from God. When you move him from the center…you are becoming Gen 1:2.
You are going backwards.
You are disintegrating.
You are anti-God.
You are disordering your soul.
You are going back to the Ice Age. The Polar Night. 

Sort of crazy to think about this.
When you move God out of the center of your life, Gen 1:2 actually describes the nature of your soul.

You are saying, “Let there be darkness.”

Look at these descriptions of Jesus from Hebrews and Colossians.
Hebrews 1:2-3 (end at power) & Col 1:16-17 

They tell us that the world was created through the Son and for the Son of God.
Not only that, it is Jesus that is currently holding the world together by the Word of his power.

Or how about the way John writes about Jesus
John 1:1-5
In the beginning† was the Word,† and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.† 2 He was with God in the beginning.† 3 All things were created† through him,† and apart from him not one thing was created that has been created. 4 In him was life,†† and that life was the light†of men. 5 That light shines† in the darkness, and yet the darkness did not overcome† it.†

Jesus is described as the Word. The Logos. That's greek for the Meaning of life.

Again, this is a throwback to Gen 1:1. And again. Its Jesus who is the light of men. The light that the darkness could not overcome.

You thought it was the Sun that dispelled the darkess…but it was actually the Son. He created everything. He keeps it from falling apart. He overcomes the darkness.

He gives meaning. He gives light.
Back to 2)

Now, move forward in the Bible one book. To the book of Exodus.
God’s people are in slavery to the Egyptians.
…and he wants to free them.
So he brings judgment on the Egyptians
And what does God’s judgment look like?

10 plagues. 
And each plague is an undoing of creation.
It's a plunge back into chaos…disorder…un-creation.
Water ceases to give life, and instead takes it.
Nature turns on itself in flies and locusts that destroy.
The sun goes completely dark.
….and the firstborn die.

Remember…it was through the firstborn of all creation that God creates everything…and the final act of judgment in Egypt is the death of the firstborn. It's a polar night. Its chaos on the firstborn that releases God’s children, Israel.

Later, of course, Israel moves the God that rescued them out of the center of their worship…and they replace YHWH with other gods.
This is the way the prophet Jeremiah describes God’s judgment.

Jeremiah 4:23-26
I looked at the earth, 
and it was formless and empty.†
I looked to the heavens, 
and their light was gone.†
24 I looked at the mountains, 
and they were quaking;†
all the hills shook. 
25 I looked, and there was no human being,†
and all the birds of the sky had fled.†
26 I looked, and the fertile field† was a wilderness.†
All its cities were torn down 
because of the Lord
and his burning anger.†

Sound familiar? 
Formless and empty? The light gone from the heavens? People and birds disappearing? Mounatins shaking to nothing? Fertile fields turning to wildnerness…and cities torn down?

It's a return to the Ice Age. Its Polar Night Genesis chapter 1 verse Zero. …God’s burning anger reverses creation. His judgment undoes light…and lets the darkness take over.

Now look at Christ on the cross again.
Mark 15:34 & 37
Jesus cries out, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”

In some way too deep, too painful, too profound for me to fully get my head around…
…the Son…the one through him and for whom all creation was made…
…the one who upholds the universe by the word of his power…
The Logos…the very meaning of life itself…
Somehow…in some terrible way…

…is ripped from his Father…
…as he disintegrates into utter chaos and isolation on the cross.

He himself becomes our Polar Night.
He doesn’t just take off his gloves….he is stripped naked and cosmically frostbitten for us all. 

All of the plagues of the Exodus…all of the prophecy of God’s anger in Jeremiah…

…all of our darkness…falls on the light…and, seemingly, contrary to what John said in his prologue…with a loud cry of “IT IS FINISHED” instead of IN THE BEGINNING…the darkness overcomes the light of the world. 

“How he stood the incessant vigil was marvelous, but he is a wonderful man…He simply never spares himself if, by his individual toil, he can possibly benefit anyone else.” –Thomas Orde-Lees

Back to 2)
It is the Unraveling of the soul and the body…of the Maker of the world. 
Instead of inflicting the horrors of darkness and chaos on sinful creation…on you and me…he, the sinless Creator, absorbs the chaos of the Polar Night in his body. 

Jesus is getting our judgment day. He is taking the disintegration of creation, so you and I get new creation. 
He is isolated, so you get a family.
He who knew no sin, becomes sin, so we, who only knew sin, become sons. We finally figure out who we are.

Transition: Its almost as if the Spirit of God, hovering over the waters and over the church at Pentecost… is putting us back together….giving us Light, Logos, Meaning, identity, family…everything we lost when we moved God out of the center. 

3) If you want to see how God loves, watch how he dies. 
If you want others to see how God loves, let them watch you die. 

You remember the way Mark’s gospel started?
He starts with a sort of thesis statement.

Mark 1:1
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

He starts with a Genesis statement. “In the Beginning”
And then, he tells you who Jesus is, The Son of God.

Mark sets out to show us that Jesus is the Son of God.
But as we went through Mark, as we saw Jesus do divine things, like heal illnesses, forgive sins, raise the dead, speak authortaitve words, love the unlovable.

All through the book, no humans will call him the Son of God.
God the Father calls him the Son…at his baptism.
That’s the light confessing the Son.

And there are 2 instances of demons that confess that Jesus is the Son of God. 
That’s the dark confessing the Son.

But over and over and over, given ample reason to do so…no person, not even his disciples will confess that he is the Son of God. 
The Messiah…sure…but the Son of God…it never leaves their lips.

See, it wasn’t Jesus’ life, it wasn’t his wonderful loving life that brought those words to humans’ lips.

In the climax of the gospel of Mark…at the foot of the cross, at Golgotha, the place of the Skull, FINALLY! FINALLY! Someone says it.

Mark 15:39
This hired executioner. This Roman solider who sees people die all day long…
…when he saw the way Jesus died, he says, “Truly, this man was the Son of God!”

That’s a major confession for a Roman Soldier, who knows nothing of the prophecies of the Jews. Cares not about the messiahship of Jesus.
All he knows is that people call Caesar “the Son of God.”
He knows they mocked this man as the “King of the Jews.”

But when the centurioun sees Jesus died, he essentially says, “Caesar is not the God. He is not my King. This man, this King of the Jews…He is now my King.”

So what was it?
Was it the darkness? The earthquake that accompanied Jesus’ death? Was it the fact that though he was ridiculed and mocked…that he didn’t retalitate?
Was it his care for the thief next to him, or his mother weeping at the foot of the cross?

I don’t know.
But what I do know is the most unlikely of persons…is the first one in the gospel of Mark to Actually get it.
Not a Jew. Not a religious person. Not a disciple. 
A gentile executioner is the first to recognize the deepest, the truest identity of Jesus. Not Messiah. Not teacher. 

SON of God.

And he only recognized that by watching Jesus die.

So it is with you and I.
Until you look at the chaos, the disorientation, the un-creation that was headed for you…but falls on Jesus on the cross…

…You will never recognize Jesus as the Son…
…and therefore, you will never find your identity as a child of God either.

15:38
When Jesus breathed his final breath, the huge thick curtain of the temple, the one that communicated to Jews and Gentiles alike…NO ONE CAN COME CLOSE…NO ONE CAN ENTER HERE.
The curtain of the Temple was a symbol that told everyone the Relationship of the Father that created Through and for the Son that Sent the Spirit over the waters to bring it all together….the relationship of the Father and the Son and Spirit…you can’t get in here. You can’t break into the love of God that created the world.

Not with all your disintegrated un-creation chaos…no…you can’t come in. You have darkness in your soul. You have Genesis 1:2 inside of you…that’s not welcome here.

But now, from top to Bottom, like a Father emerging into his living room after work and throwing his arms open for his toddlers and pre-schoolers to jump in and say “DADDY!”

…The veil was torn…and the children of God…executioners, prostitutes, poor, mariginalized, sinful, sinned against…

…The Polar NIGHT WAS OVER…RESCUED…

…and the sun was rising. 

You know, when Ernest Shackleton and his men were in the life boats, in the pitch black of the polar night, making their way toward land and rescue…one of the men testified that they could hear…even in the worst circumstances…they could hear their captain laughing. 

Can you imagine? Freezing...facing death…and your captain is laughing?

Listen to what one of his crew members said.
“Shackleton had a genius—it was neither more nor less than that—for keeping those about him in high spirits. We loved him. To me, he was a brother. The men felt the cold it is true; but he had inspired the kind of loyalty which prevented them from allowing themselves to get depressed over anything.” –FA Worsley  

Jesus death wasn't for himself.
And it wasn’t just for you or for me.

It was for the whole world. 
Jesus was absorbing the unwiding of creation for the world. 
So that we could be New Creation. Put back together.

And now that we’ve seen Christ die…he calls us to come and die too.

Back to 3)
…to lay our lives down for our neighbors….our friends…our enemies.
Because you aren’t in isolation anymore. 
You see others…and you let them see you die…for them.
And since we’ve seen our captain laugh in the face of the darkness…even when we suffer…even when we feel the Cold of the Polar Night…now that we know our Captain…not just as our leader…or our teacher…Now that we know the Son as our Brother…

…he has inspired in the church a kind of loyalty that prevents us from allowing ourselves to be depressed over anything. 

So now, as we die for our neighbors, our friends, our enemies…
….they will see how deep HIS love is by our sacrifice.
They will know how he loves by OUR DEATHS.

How do you laugh in the Polar Night?
Just look at your Captain dying for you.
Romans 8:35–39

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written,

	“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
		we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”

	No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Lords Supper
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