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Series Slide
On April 4, 1968, Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated at the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, TN.

This April will be the 50th anniversary of his death. All of our elders and staff will be at the MLK50 events in Memphis this April to commemorate his death and to gather with each other, pray, plan and seek out what’s next for our church, especially in the areas of racial diversity and justice.

To prepare for this event, I read one of the most important documents of the 20th century again last week. - “Letter from Birmingham Jail”

Dr. King wrote this from jail after he was arrested in Birmingham, Alabama during a peaceful demonstration.

The open letter is written to white moderate pastors who were calling Dr. King and the demonstrators that he led to back off of their sit-ins and marches because they were causing chaos and disorder. The thrust of those white moderate pastors’ argument was, “Be patient, don’t cause a disturbance, and eventually, you’ll have justice.”

Take a look at what Dr. King writes, he says- 

“You may well ask: "Why direct action? Why sit-ins, marches and so forth? Isn't negotiation a better path?"”

He explains, 
“[Direct action] seeks to so dramatize the issue that it can no longer be ignored.”

Then Dr. King goes on to talk about what he believes the church’s role is in standing up to racial injustice. 

Here’s what he says about the church in 1968, which honestly, still describes the American church 50 years later:

“There was a time when the church was very powerful–in the time when the early Christians rejoiced at being deemed worthy to suffer for what they believed. In those days the church was not merely a thermometer that recorded the ideas and principles of popular opinion; it was a thermostat that transformed the mores of society. Whenever the early Christians entered a town, the people in power became disturbed and immediately sought to convict the Christians for being "disturbers of the peace" and "outside agitators." But the Christians pressed on, in the conviction that they were "a colony of heaven," called to obey God rather than man. Small in number, they were big in commitment. They were too God intoxicated to be "astronomically intimidated." By their effort and example they brought an end to such ancient evils as infanticide and gladiatorial constests.  
Things are different now. So often the contemporary church is a weak, ineffectual voice with an uncertain sound. So often it is an archdefender of the status quo. Far from being disturbed by the presence of the church, the power structure of the average community is consoled by the church's silent–and often even vocal–sanction of things as they are.
But the judgment of God is upon the church as never before. If today's church does not recapture the sacrificial spirit of the early church, it will lose its authenticity, forfeit the loyalty of millions, and be dismissed as an irrelevant social club with no meaning for the twentieth century. Every day I meet young people whose disappointment with the church has turned into outright disgust.

[bookmark: 34][bookmark: 35][bookmark: 36]But though I was initially disappointed at being categorized as an extremist, as I continued to think about the matter I gradually gained a measure of satisfaction from the label. Was not Jesus an extremist for love: "Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you." Was not Amos an extremist for justice: "Let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream." Was not Paul an extremist for the Christian gospel: "I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus." Was not Martin Luther an extremist: "Here I stand; I cannot do otherwise, so help me God." And John Bunyan: "I will stay in jail to the end of my days before I make a butchery of my conscience." And Abraham Lincoln: "This nation cannot survive half slave and half free." And Thomas Jefferson: "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal ..." So the question is not whether we will be extremists, but what kind of extremists we will be. Will we be extremists for hate or for love? Will we be extremists for the preservation of injustice or for the extension of justice? In that dramatic scene on Calvary's hill three men were crucified. We must never forget that all three were crucified for the same crime–the crime of extremism. Two were extremists for immorality, and thus fell below their environment. The other, Jesus Christ, was an extremist for love, truth and goodness, and thereby rose above his environment. Perhaps the South, the nation and the world are in dire need of creative extremists.

Creative Extremists.

I love that name. 

Dr. King was saying that Xians, are extremists for love. And love creates. See there is a kind of extremism that tears down. It fights. It destroys.

Then, there is a kind of extremism…a sort of ALL IN philosophy of life… that fulfills the cultural mandate that God gave human beings at the creation of the world.

Be Fruitful and Multiply. Fill the Earth. Take the Garden into the wilderness. Create instead of destroy.

Now look how he ends the letter. 

I hope this letter finds you strong in the faith. I also hope that circumstances will soon make it possible for me to meet each of you, not as an integrationist or a civil rights leader but as a fellow clergyman and a Christian brother. Let us all hope that the dark clouds of racial prejudice will soon pass away and the deep fog of misunderstanding will be lifted from our fear-drenched communities, and in some not too distant tomorrow the radiant stars of love and brotherhood will shine over our great nation with all their scintillating beauty.

Dr. King wasn’t interested retributive justice. He wasn’t interested in leading a movement to punish oppressors.

He led a movement that challenged power, not by gaining influential political positions. No it challenged the powers-that-be from the bottom up. 

He led a movement that was, on one hand, VERY DISRUPTIVE, but incredibly loving. Because he didn’t ONLY want justice. He wanted human flourishing. He wanted PEACE, SHALOM.

He wanted all people in America to live together in right relationship. In harmony. The picture he gave of our country wasn’t to “GET BACK” at the people who wronged him…rather…it was for people who had made him an enemy to look at him as their brother. 

Title slide: “Creative Extremists: How the Church Brings Justice and Flourishing to the World”- Mark 15:1-15

We are one month away from Easter. So, I’m skipping Mark chapter 14 and jumping to 15, because for the next month, we are going to focus on Jesus’  trial and exectution…and then on Easter…His Resurrection.

During this season leading to Easter, we’ll be receiving the Lord’s Supper every Sunday as well.

Today, we’re going to look at Jesus on Trial. In the presence of political power. And I hope you’ll see today, that Jesus was a creative extremist….and so should his church be. Indeed, you’re about to see that he caused A LOT of disruption wherever he went. 

But every bit of it was to build up the very people that were tearing him down. Every bit of his disruption was to bring justice AND flourishing …to love his enemies and transform them into his brothers.

Mark 15:1-15 (CSB)
As soon as it was morning, having held a meeting with the elders, scribes, and the whole Sanhedrin, the chief priests tied Jesus up, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate.
2 So Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews? ”
He answered him, “You say so.”
3 And the chief priests accused him of many things. 4 Pilate questioned him again, “Aren’t you going to answer? Look how many things they are accusing you of! ” 5 But Jesus still did not answer, and so Pilate was amazed.

6 At the festival Pilate used to release for the people a prisoner whom they requested. 7 There was one named Barabbas, who was in prison with rebels who had committed murder during the rebellion. 8 The crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to do for them as was his custom. 9 Pilate answered them, “Do you want me to release the King of the Jews for you? ” 10 For he knew it was because of envy that the chief priests had handed him over. 11 But the chief priests stirred up the crowd so that he would release Barabbas to them instead. 12 Pilate asked them again, “Then what do you want me to do with the one you call the King of the Jews? ”
13 Again they shouted, “Crucify him! ”
14 Pilate said to them, “Why? What has he done wrong? ”
But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him! ”
15 Wanting to satisfy the crowd, Pilate released Barabbas to them; and after having Jesus flogged, he handed him over to be crucified.

TRANSITION:  I know that a conversation where we start talking about social justice can make some of you nervous.

You think that there are 2 kinds of churches.
Churches that care about social justice…and churches that care about evangelism…saving souls.

If you have that mindset, you might appeal to church history. To the early 20th century in the battle of fundamentalism vs. liberalism.

But I would say…you aren’t looking far enough back in church history. And you certainly aren’t looking at the Bible. 

There is something in Jesus’ answer to Pilate…and the release of Barabbas that, when we look at it in the context of the whole Bible,… and then look at the church that resulted from it….

…well, you’ll find that proclamation of the gospel, evangelism, justice and flourishing go hand in hand.

The problem for us is often, justice and flourishing for others, means death for us. 
…and nobody wants to sign up for that.

First, we have to talk politics…
1) Is Jesus political? Yes and No. 

When we hear the word politics, it typically brings up negative thoughts. We think of Presidential debates that sound like middle school playgoround fights. We think of warring news sources pointing fingers at one another. We think of 2 parties demonizing each other and politicians disconnected from everyday life…using people rather than serving people. When we hear politics, we usually think fighting and corruption.

When we think politics…we think IN-justice.
But the word “Politics” comes from the greek word “Polis”… it literally means “the affairs of the city”.

At its core, politics isn’t supposed to be about INJUSTICE….but Justice.

Its supposed to be a tool to ensure that people are treated fairly. Its supposed to help a city to flourish, and grow, and be a great place to live.

Of course, this is not the world Jesus lives in.
Under Roman rule, the Jewish people are oppressed.
And all sorts of political parties have formed among the Jews. 
Some of those, like the Essenes say, “Lets withdraw from society. Form a cloister that these Romans can’t get to us.”
Then there are the Zealots who say, “Lets rise up and take this government down.”

Up to this point, Jesus has stood in front of members of all these Jewish political parties.
V1
…and it is the members of these parties that go to arrest Jesus and bring him before Pilate, the Roman governor.
Now with Pilate, this is the first time Jesus has stood before a Roman government official.

…and that means…
all the religious underpinnings are gone.
V 2
When Pilate asks “Are you the King of the Jews?”, he’s not asking it in a religious context. There are no messianic undertones to his question.

His question is purely political.
He is asking Jesus, “Are you a political threat to Caesar?”
“Are you coming to me claiming to be a political ruler that I have to negotiate with?”

Do you have some social justice agenda that I’m gonna have to deal with? Or are you just a some spiritual leader that's “changing people’s hearts”?

And Jesus just answers him, “YOU say so.”
That answer is intentionally ambiguous.

Because in Mark chapter 14, when the Sanhedrin asks him “Are you the Messiah?” Jesus answers “Yes. No doubt. Absolutely!” Jesus is not afraid to give a straight answer.

But here, he gives neither a denial nor confirmation.

He doesn’t say, “Of course I’m NOT into politics! I’m just a SPIRITUAL LEADER. I’m just gonna change people’s hearts. I’m not getting wrapped up in the affairs of the city.”

But, he also doesn’t say, “Of course I’m a political leader! And I’m gonna win. In fact, when I win this next election over Caesar, that’s only the beginning. Me and my people are gonna win, win, win, win. They’re gonna be tired of winning when I get done with Rome.”

The “YOU say so” is the equivalent of “you aren’t wrong…I AM a King, but not the King you think I am. I WILL have a DRAMATIC effect on Caesar and Rome, but…its not gonna happen the way you are expecting.”

John 18:36-37
In fact, in John’s account of this, Jesus says “I am a King. But notice that my servants aren’t fighting, like the zealots. I’m a King of a different sort of Kingdom. But I’m not going to withdraw like the Essenes. No, I’m here to tell people the truth about God. All people. Jews, Gentiles. Romans, Greeks. They will all be a part of my Kingdom. My kingdom will be made up of the people who believe what I have to say.”

Now, by that, Jesus doesn’t mean that he is a spiritual king that only deals with spiritual things. And there are other kings and presidents that should deal in politics.

No. What he means is the way that he challenges unjust power is not by going toe to toe with it in an election or a war. Rather, the way Jesus goes about bringing justice…is by transforming people with the truth…who then will love in a way like he does.

You know, Christianity is thriving all over the world. Even under oppressive totalitarian governments, over the course of history, where Xians could never get political power, is actually where Xianity thrived and spread the most. 

You know where it stopped growing and began to die?
Europe. 
Where Xianity became synonymous with the state. 
Where Xianity sought to govern people by force.
Where Xians sought the wrong sort of power.

Now think about our country. Do you ever hear the idea that the primary way God is going to work in America is by getting Christians in the White House, and the Senate and Congress.

By electing Xians to positions of power?
I do.
In fact, I hear fighting about nearly every day.
I see Xians often more passionate about getting their political party in control than I see them passionate about loving their neighbor.

A QUICK CAVEAT: This DOES NOT mean that Xians shouldn’t run for office. It DOES NOT mean that Xians shouldn’t be involved in our country’s political process. That is ONE of the means we love our neighbor, is by creating and voting for policies that are just.

I’m simply saying, and I believe Scripture teaches this, that political power is a cheap and easy idol that can be baptized in the name of Christ to where before you know it, Jesus becomes synomous to either an Elephant or a Donkey, and salvation means our country adopts all of your political beliefs. 

V 7
That is not the way of Christ. In fact, Jesus is contrasted with 2 people in this story. One is the Roman governor, Pilate who only cares about Rome’s political power. 
The other, is the insurrectionist, Barabbas. Who killed some people in an attempt to lead a political rebellion against the Romans.
In other words, both the anti-Christs in this story are political enemies. 
Mark us showing us that Jesus doesn’t have a political side…rather, he has side that spear went through. 

Transition: So if Jesus isn’t calling the church to rise up and take political power, BUT he still expects the church to be Creative Extremists that effect justice and flourishing in our city….exactly WHAT are we supposed to do? How does the church handle injustice?

2) Act like Acts- disturb the peace to bring the peace. 

When Martin Luther King, Jr. challenged the contemporary church in his “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, he gave them a visioin of the early church. The church in the book of Acts. The church that was birthed from Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
The church that was filled with the Holy Spirit.

“There was a time when the church was very powerful–in the time when the early Christians rejoiced at being deemed worthy to suffer for what they believed. In those days the church was not merely a thermometer that recorded the ideas and principles of popular opinion; it was a thermostat that transformed the mores of society.”- MLK, Jr.

Do you see something very odd there?
Dr. King says, referring to the very early church, that the church was VERY POWERFUL.

You know how many Xians in that early church were a part of the Roman government? Zero.
You know how moral that society was? Well, not sure how you score that, but if mass kiliing of children, public orgies, rampant prostitution, public executions, and culturally accepted shaming of women and pedaphilia are considered…I’d say that it was a pretty immoral society.

If that described our country today, (and some of it does), I wonder if our churches would respond like the early church.
A church that had NO POLITICAL POWER OR INFLUENCE…
…just a bunch of Jesus-loving, Spirit-filled, people who counted it an honor to suffer for what they believed. 
And through their suffering, they transformed the mores of that society…and toppled the Roman government.

Back to 2)
So…how were they creative? And how were they extreme.
Lets take a small peak at one very early incident in the church…to show you exactly how these creative extremists disturbed the peace to bring the peace.

First a little background. 
Peter and John had recently healed a lame man that everyone knew. Because he used to sit by the gate of the temple and beg. 

And now, he was running around telling everyone that Peter and John, in the name of Jesus, had healed him.

Not only that, Peter and John had been traveling around preaching the gospel. That Jesus is God. That he died on the cross to take away the condemnation for sin, and he rose from the dead to create a new family of God…that would live forever with God and with each other. 

So, everywhere Peter and John go, they are both engaged in social justice (bringing physical healing and flourishing)…and they are engaged in evangelism (proclaiming the gospel).
When a church is filled with the Holy Spiit…Social Justice and Evangelism grow closer together…NOT FARTHER APART!

Now take a look at what happens to Peter and John. The Jewish political leaders arrest them for disturbing the peace and look how they respond. 

Acts 4:7-12
After they had Peter and John stand before them, they began to question them: “By what power or in what name have you done this? ”
8 Then Peter was filled with the Holy Spirit and said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders:††9 If we are being examined today about a good deed done to a disabled man, by what means he was healed, 10 let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified and whom God raised from the dead ​— ​by him this man is standing here before you healthy.† 11 This Jesus is
the stone rejected by you builders,
which has become the cornerstone.††
12  There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to people by which we must be saved.”†

Sounds a lot like Jesus in front of Pilate? Funny how when you are filled with God’s Spirit how much you sound like Jesus.

Keep in mind…these are the same disciples that ran for their lives when these SAME OFFICIALS threatened to kill them at Jesus’ crucifixion.

Now, they are preaching the gospel TO THOSE POWERS.

Now look at the prayer they pray after this.
Acts 4:23-31
After they were released, they went to their own people and reported everything the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together to God and said, “Master, you are the one who made the heaven, the earth, and the sea, and everything in them.†25 You said through the Holy Spirit, by the mouth of our father David your servant:†
Why do the Gentiles rage
and the peoples plot futile things?
26 The kings of the earth take their stand
and the rulers assemble together
against the Lord and against his Messiah.††
27 “For, in fact, in this city both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, assembled together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,† 28 to do whatever your hand and your will had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, consider their threats, and grant that your servants may speak your word with all boldness,† 30 while you stretch out your hand for healing, and signs and wonders† are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 When they had prayed, the place where they were assembled was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak the word of God boldly.†

Did you hear all the political language? 
People plot FUTILE THINGS- you know what that refers to?
It refers to the politics of the world. When the kings and rulers seek to control the world in top down power…God is laughing at it.

Because they only think they are kings and presidents. 
The real king is Jesus. He’s the one ruling. 

And then he brings in Pontious Pilate. And all the Jewish political parties and he says, “they thought they were controlling Jesus when they killed him. Don’t be fooled. It was God who was controlling them to do what he had decided needed to take place.”

And what’s the prayer of the Spirit-filled church in response to that news?
TO SPEAK THE WORD OF GOD BOLDLY- Evangelism…
…and TO LET GOD STRETCH OUT HIS HAND FOR HEALING, SIGNS AND WONDERS. (Social Justice)

Back to 2) 
And it didn’t stop in the book of Acts. It kept going.
The Spirit filled church kept disturbing the peace of Rome...by speaking the word of God boldly…and by seeking justice and flourishing in the city…without a single person in political power.

Let me give you a few examples.

First, the church was vehemently after reconciling different races and cultures.
That’s why the majority of Paul’s letters to the early churches deal with preserving unity between Jews and Gentiles…and each time Paul appeals to Jesus death and resurrection as the GOOD NEWS that binds them together. THAT is EVANGELISM that RESULTS in SOCIAL JUSTICE.

Addtionally, it was a very regular practice to kill babies, especially if they weren’t boys. 

But history tells us it was the Xians that rescued the babies. They went into the streets and rescued abandoned babies. 
That’s politics. That’s social justice. 

Or how about this.
At this time, it was perfectly acceptable for Men to cheat on their wives…with other women, with slaves, even through pedaphilia. 
But the early Xians, (you can read about this in Ephesians 5), the early Xians said, “No. Marriage is about both parties submitting to one another. The husaband dying to his desires for his wife, just as his wife submits to his leadership.
 Because this is the way Christ treated his church when he died for us.

That’s SOCIAL JUSTICE that RESULTS in EVANGELISM. When people ask a Xian husband, “Why are you faithful to your wife, when that’s not the way our society works?” He can boldly proclaim Christ’s death for the church.

Additionally, Pagans at that time said, “If your husband dies…2 years to get married….because unless she was married…there was no point in a woman living.”
Caesar said to widows- “You have 2 years to get married.”

But the Xians community made it perfectly acceptable and financially possible for a widow to remain single, by setting up a system to care for widows in the church. 
So you can see why women FLOCKED to Xianity in those days. It nothing to do with winning an election, and everything to do with the way the gospel moved the church to social justice. 

Don’t you see?…this gospel is way more than a private inner peace. It changes communities. It brings flourishing to the city. 

Or take Julian’s letter…he was an early Roman emporer.
He hated Xianity. 
He was very upset with how successful it was. It was growing, and he couldn’t stop it. In one of his letters he writes to a friend and basically says in this historic document:
“The Christian religion is growing because they take care of our sick and poor, while we abandon our sick and poor.

“The Jews take care of the Jewish poor, and the Greeks take care of the Greek poor, and the Romans take care of the Roman poor, and the Africans take care of the African poor, but these Christians, they take care of everybody’s poor. Then they bring them into the community, and mix the races, because they have this idea that everybody is a sinner, and therefore, we’re all equal before God.”

See, that’s evangelism feeding social justice…and then social justice feeding evangelism.

Then there were the Plagues in the cities in AD 165.
 Xians stayed in the city, while pagans ran to preserve their own lives. 
¼- 1/3 of population in urban places died. 
Here’s a paraphrase of ancient document, “Christians in the plague showed unbounded love and loyalty, never sparing themselves and thinking only of their neighbor. Heedless of danger, they took charge of the sick, attending to their every need and ministering to them in Christ, and many died, for they were infected by their neighbors, but when they departed life they did so serenely and cheerfully, accepting their pains.” (Rodney Stark- Rise of Xianity, through Keller sermon on this passage)

See, there was no fear at disturbing the peace.
There was no fear of contracting disease. 
There was no fear of oppressive government.
There was only a beautiful vision of the Kingdom of God that Christ died to bring.

SO the early church could handle the loss of their comfort. They could handle the loss of their safety. They could handle the loss of their money. They could even handle the loss of their lives for the sake of their pagan neighbors. Or their neighbors of another race or class.

They didn’t idolize power. They looked at the sick. They looked at the women. They looked at the children. They looked at the slaves. They looked at the poor. They loved them, and they drew them in, and that changed radically changed society. 
It brought justice and flourishing and an open door for the gospel to be boldly proclaimed.

Transition: So how did they get the power?

3) The church’s substitutionary power comes from Jesus’ substitutionary power. 

That’s what the early church was doing.
Substituting.
I’ll die, take my neighbor’s disease, so that my neighbor can live.

I’ll give my money away, so that my neighbor can eat.
I’ll be uncomfortable, so my neighbor feels welcome.
I’ll disturb the peace and put the goverenment’s target on me, so that you can experience healing.

I’ll take the heat, so you feel the cool wind of the Spirit.

It's a new sort of power. Substitutionary power. 
It changes people NOT by passing laws, but by passing out love.

Mark 15:11-14

Pilate asked the political crowd, “What should I do with Jesus?”
And they say, “GIVE US BARABBAS!”
Because Barabbas is the sort of leader we need!
He’s not afraid to murder to overthrow Rome!
He’ll do whats necessary.

He’s not like this blasphemous pansy who rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, when we wanted a war horse.
Barabbas’ military strategy is better.
What good is this do-gooder to the poor?
We need someone who will overthrow the system.
CRUCIFY JESUS! And GIVE US BARABBAS!

You know, we know from some of the ancient manuscripts of the Bible that Barabbas’ name was also “Jesus”.
And the name Barabbas means “Son of the Father”.

So, here, we have a very poetic and ironic situation.
Pilate, the Roman Governor, the political power, says to the Jewish political power- Which Jesus would you like?
The Jesus, son of the father, who will raise up an army?
Or the Jesus who says God is his father, who says he will die and resurrect? Who says he will bring the Kingdom of God?

Which Jesus do you want?
Do you want the Jesus who makes you uncomfortable, because he challenges all your notions of power. He leads you to serve instead of rule?
Or do you want the Jesus who will flex his muscles at the emporer?

AND THEY CHOSE BARABBAS.

They chose the guilty, and put the innocent to death.
Substitution.

And you know, you and I are Barabbas.
We over and over sin against God and one another by choosing the way of dominating power, over the substitionary power that the Holy Spirit leads us to take up.

We seek to gain control by our frantic action, by raising our voices…
…instead of raising our voices to heaven, where The resurrected son of the Father intercedes for us.

We act as if prayer is useless, because its not true power. Real power is what I can do with my influence, my money, my policitcs, my Facebook page.

We think a vote means more than serving the homeless at the journey home. 

We continue to let Payday loan places exist in our city, preying on the poor…because it doesn’t affect us affluent folks.

We get nervous when the pastor talks about racial reconciliation, because “Hang on…is this guy getting liberal? I’m not a racist! Calm down!”…Instead of going across the aisle, getting uncomfortable and talking to someone of another race, especially white folks to people of color and saying, “I need to learn from you. Will you tell me your experience. Will you help me understand your point of view? How can I get uncomfortable, how can I go out of my way to make sure you know we care about you and want you to be at home in a congregation where most people are white.”

Back to 3)

We are Barabbas. Convinced salvation comes through being on top. 
And Jesus, the innocent, substituted for us, the guilty.
He was piereced for our transgressions.

He was arrested, so we could go free.
He died so we could live.

And when he resurrected, all his power shot out to his people through his Spirit, so that now, knowing our sins are forgiven and our inheritance is imperishable, never fading…
…knowing that we can’t LOSE GOD.

We can as Martin Luther King said, “We can rejoice at being deemed worthy to suffer for what we believe”
And we can be a thermostat, changing the temperature of justice in our city, rather than a thermometer, mirroring our culture’s grab for more power.

We can love and forgive, because in Jesus, we have been loved and forgiven.

We can be disturbers of the peace, outside agitators….for the sake of bringing peace…and ending agitation. 

You know, before Dr King, led that movement in Birmingham, the one he got arrested for…he first led all those who would participate to some self reflection. He called it, “self-purification.”
This is what he said.

[bookmark: 11]“Mindful of the difficulties involved, we decided to undertake a process of self-purification. We began a series of workshops on nonviolence, and we repeatedly asked ourselves: "Are you able to accept blows without retaliating?" "Are you able to endure the ordeal of jail?"- MLK, Jr.

If you are going to follow Jesus, into extreme love instead of extreme hate.
If you are going to reject the Barabbas way, and follow the TRUE SON of the FATHER, you need to ask yourself those questions. 
Are you able to forgive? Are you able to suffer for the sake of love, justice and scintillating beauty?

That power only comes if you can see the beauty and substitutionary power of the cross. 
That is you become and Creative Extremist.

LORDS SUPPER SLIDE
And so, today, and for the next few weeks, we are going take the Lords Supper. Because, like those sit ins in Birmingham, like Jesus death on the cross. It dramatizd the issue of our sin, so it can no longer be ignored. 

And it pushes us to remember Jesus’ substitionary power. The innocent dying to free us, the guilty.
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