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Any of you who have ever cooked or baked things before know a basic truth about some foods.

Just because something is delicious when its cooked…doesn’t mean you’d like it raw.

But imagine for a second you didn’t understand that. You had never really seen anything cooked before. In fact, all you’ve never really eaten anything cooked before. 

Well one day, a friend tells you “I love eggs”. And you think, “I’ll give that a whirl”.

So you go to the grocery store, find these mysterious “eggs”. And you can’t wait to try them…so you stand in the grocery store parking lot…and you crack open the whole dozen…and with each slimy trip down your throat….you think “I don’t get it.” These things are nasty.

Then another friend tells you how much she loves hamburgers. So…you go to the store and buy some raw ground beef…and you handful of it, put it on a bun and…wow…not what you thought. 

After you get released from the hospital, another one of your “so-called friends” (…and you are really starting to doubt their taste in food by now) …he tells you how much he loves Chicken and waffles.

So, in an effort to give it one last try…you go and get some chicken wings from the grocery store and you look up a recipe for waffles.

So you mix the batter together, ignoring the cooking instructions because you really don’t understand that whole cooking process. You open up the package of raw chicken wings…pour the waffle batter on…and sort of awkwardly put in your mouth and chew.

That’s it. That’s the last straw. You’re done with your friends’ recommendations. They obviously are either making it up and they don’t really eat this stuff… or they just have something you don’t. When you eat “chicken and waffles” and “hamburgers” you end up in the emergency room. Some how they are nourished by it. 

You meet up with your friends later that day. Everybody is ONCE AGAIN talking about food…and you just…don’t get it.

Then the moment happens. They all turn to you and say, “Hey, did you try the eggs? The burger? The chicken and waffles? What did you think? Did you like them?”

You stare at them for a minute.

What do you say?

Do you tell them, “I’m missing something. Everything was nasty. I eat everything you guys told me to eat…but it just made me sick. How do you guys do it?”

Or…because you so value their friendship, do you look at them and say, “OOOOOOO….it was all so delicious! I loved it!”

Title Slide-“Raw Meat and Walking Trees: Why You Should Be Honest & Patient with Jesus (consuming raw or undercooked meats may increase your risk of foodborne illness)”- Mark 8:22-33

Some of you are in that exact spot in your relationship with God…with the church… and with what you read in the Bible. 

You are frustrated with something other people seem to taste about God, but you can’t quite find it. The Bible taste like raw ground beef...but your friends tell you it taste like…well..a delicious hamburger. 

You come to church, and some of the description you hear of God sounds really good like Chicken and Waffles…but in your life…no amount of syrupy religious sweetness can drown out the taste of raw batter on slimy raw chicken.

In fact, you may even be in here today trying to decide whether to finally be honest about you feel…about all this spiritual stuff…or just keep pretending.

Today, wer’e going to read about a blind man that Jesus healed. And what I hope you see in this man, will encourage you to be honest about your experience with God, the Bible, church…

…but…to also be VERY hopeful. 

Mark 8:22-33

And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man and begged him to touch him. And he took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village, and when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Do you see anything?” And he looked up and said, “I see people, but they look like trees, walking.” Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he opened his eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. And he sent him to his home, saying, “Do not even enter the village.”

And Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” And they told him, “John the Baptist; and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” And he asked them, “But who do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” And he strictly charged them to tell no one about him.

And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

Transition: This is the turning point of the book of Mark. It's a VERY IMPORTANT passage. That’s why I’m going to spend 2 weeks on it. 

This week, I’m going to primarily focus on this blind man… 

Next week, I’m going to focus on Peter… 

But for today, why does Mark include this story of Jesus failing to heal this blind man on the first go round? Doesn’t it make Jesus appear weak? Is Jesus losing his touch?

Mark is the only gospel writer to include this miracle…so what in the world are we supposed to take from this? Well, first…

1) Jesus heals spiritual blindness in stages…don’t leave before he’s finished. 
Mark has described the first of his book as being about Jesus “announcing the good news of the Kingdom of God”

And Jesus has primarily done that in 2 ways.
He’s told parables…little stories that illustrate a some facet about the way God works in the world.

He also does these miracles. Casting out demons, healing people, and raising people from the dead.

The account of the parable we just read is a both a healing and a parable. 

It's a healing that Jesus does to make a particular point ABOUT the Kingdom of God…and the way it works to change us.

Let me show you.

Just before this, Jesus had a conversation with his disciples. He had just fed 4000 people with seven loaves of bread.

Then the Pharisees came at him and said, “That’s not enough.” Do another miracle.

Jesus was upset that people weren’t paying attention to WHAT he was doing in those miracles. They were missing the meanging.

So he gets in a boat with his disicples (sort of hoping that maybe since his disciples have been with him now for a couple of years…that they are starting to pick up on who he is and what his mission is).

But then, he hears them talking about bread…Its almost they started asking each other “Hey, did you guys save any of that leftover bread? I’m really hungry…and we don’t even have anything to eat on this boat”

Well, Jesus, as you can imagine, is a bit frustrated with this. Mainly, because they have COMPLETELY MISUNDERSTOOD the miracle he just did. So now, even the people who are supposed to be on Jesus’ team seem to be more like the Pharisees than they are becoming like their Rabbi.

Look what Jesus says to them.
Mark 8:17-21

And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, “Why are you discussing the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Having eyes do you not see, and having ears do you not hear? And do you not remember? When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” They said to him, “Twelve.” “And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of broken pieces did you take up?” And they said to him, “Seven.” And he said to them, “Do you not yet understand?” 

Twice he says “Do you not YET understand?” 
He quotes a passage from the OT and says “Having eyes…do you no see?”

Jesus is clearly frustrated that the disciples are “Blind” to what he just communicated to them through the last miracle. 

So, when this blind man comes to him, he wants to show them HOW they will understand.

Now, this is ESPECIALLY important for Peter. 
Because, you saw in the passage that we read for our text today, that Peter is about to make what seems like a huge step forward, then take a huge step backwards…concerning his understanding of who Jesus is, and what Jesus wants to do.

V 29 & 33
Peter is going to, on one hand, look like he’s finally starting to really get it. He correctly idenitifies Jesus as the Christ…or the anointed…the Messiah.

However, in the next couple of breaths, he rebukes Jesus for saying that his mission is going to end on a cross…and Jesus calls him “Satan” and tells him to get out of his way.

Considering that Mark’s primary source for his eyewitness account of Jesus’ life was probably Peter…can you see why Peter might include this story of the healing?

The story is all about how we don’t completely understand Jesus all at once…rather, how our understanding…our SIGHT…happens in stages.

In 4 verses, Mark uses a form of the verb “to see” 8 times.
Because he is showing us how you come to SEE who Jesus is. 
How you move from NOT UNDERSTANDING to UNDERSTANDING.

And its not like flipping a light switch. 
It's a lot more like cooking a meal.
It happens in stages.

And if you try to rush it…or if you abanodon the process too early…you end up with some undercooked form of Xianity…that will probably make you sick.

Lets look a little closer at this healing.

V 22-23
Notice the emphasis on Jesus touching this man to heal him.
Jesus doesn’t have to do that? 
He’s healed people before with just a word.

But here, he is leading the man by the hand, out of the village…out of the crowd…out of the public eye…and he’s spitting on his eyes…and touching him…and then…he is interacting with him…having a conversation.

You know what this is?
Its intimacy. Its closeness. 

…and what’s the deal with the spit?
Well, the spit is what proceeds from Jesus’ mouth. Its representative of his word.

So Jesus is showing his disicples that it will be his word that brings sight. What proceeds from his mouth will be what brings understanding. 

V 24-25
But when Jesus touches the man’s eyes…he still doesn’t quite yet see clearly. 
He has to have another touch from Jesus. Another relational encounter. 

He doesn’t see clearly all at once.

Back to 1) 

…and that’s the point of this miracle. 
Jesus is showing his disciples…especially Peter…that if they are going to understand him, they have to stay with him. They have be touched multiple times in a relational context by Jesus’ words. 

Think about what that means for you and me.
Because Jesus still brings understanding this way.

In stages.
Understanding Jesus is not something that happens in a flash of a moment…it happens over time…as you stay close enough that Jesus can repeatedly touch you.

So, I want to give you a couple of ways that Jesus touches us to bring more spiritual sight…
And then, a couple of things that this means for how we look at ourselves and each other.

First, how does Jesus “touch you”?
Well he does it with his spit…and his hands.
In other words…with his WORD and his Church.
You’ve heard of the Holy Spirit…well, the Bible is the HOLY SPITTING It.

I’m going to say this for the 438th time, because the Bible is that clear about it and repeats it that much.
YOU WILL NOT UNDERSTAND JESUS BETTER…YOU WILL NOT GROW SPIRITUALLY…without repeatedly and consistently reading, hearing, and mediatating on the Bible.

If you don’t continue to get your blind eyes wet with the HOLY SPIT…you won’t be changed for the long haul.

And if you read the Bible and say “I don’t understand this,” my question to you is, “Do you think you are going to understand it better by NOT reading it”

BART EHRMAN UNC CLASS???

The second way to stay in close proximity to Jesus where he can repeatedly touch you to help you understand him in stages…is through the churh. Its community.

The church is called the BODY of Christ. 
So if you are looking for the hand of Jesus, you need to be looking for it coming off the body of Christ…the church.

I know this is difficult. You know why? Because in the church we have people at all different stages of understanding Jesus.

Some of us are just coming to him in faith…being touched for the first time.
Some of us have been stuck kind of half way seeing…we see men walking around looking like trees….but things are not very clear. 
And some of us see him more clearly, because for years we’ve been close to him and he’s more and more and more showed us who he is.

Which means, you have a lot of people with different levels of understanding of Jesus…some of us still with blurry vision, trying to imperefectly help one another.

And so we muck things up every now and then in the way we care for one another.
Or we misunderstand what someone did to love us as an act of anger or malice….and we end up hurt.

But Just like you don’t abandon the Bible (the spit of Christ) when you don’t understand it, 
…you don’t abandon the church (the body of Christ) when you don’t understand it.

Because those are the very means that Jesus is going to use to touch you…and heal you in stages.

If you read the Bible or engage the church…and you misunderstand…or you get hurt…and you say, “YUCK, this isn’t for me…”
Well, you forgot to let it keep cooking. You jumped out of the process before the next stages. 
You tasted raw chicken.
You didn’t scramble your eggs.

You have to give Jesus time. Up close to you. Through his WORD and HIS PEOPLE. His Spit and his Body.

So, here’s what they means for the way we look at each other (and ourselves)

First, knowing that Jesus heals in stages should bring help us to be patient with each other.
We shouldn’t feel superior to anybody who doesn’t believe or believes less thatn you do.

After all, Its Jesus that is doing the baking. He’s the one grilling the burgers. He’s the one spitting and touching.
Looking down on someone because they aren’t seeing Jesus as clearly as you is like getting your food in a restaurant and walking over to someone who doesn’t have theirs yet and saying, “Oh my gosh, I can’t believe your order is not done yet. Sheesh. What’s wrong with you?”

See, as long as they are in the restaurant and trusting the chef to cook the meal…they are doing THE EXACT SAME THING YOU DID.
It's the chefs prerogative when that meal gets done.

And when you do that, you have potential to bring impatience to a person who is waiting for Jesus to grow them.

…and you’ll put people in a position where they feel like they have to fake it…not for JESUS…but for you. To prove to you they are keeping up.

So they’ll go to the chef, and demand their chicken and waffles…they’ll try and lead a Bible study when they haven’t even really been reading the Bible very much.
…they’ll start to depend on their charisma or reputation or good works to be the thing that brings them sight…and a few years will go by and it will all come crashing down…they’ll be exposed…

Because you didn’t have the patience to let the Chef finish their meal. 

To let them walk with Jesus and understand him more. To let them be healed in stages.

…and this should help us understand ourselves better, too.
If Jesus isn’t clear to you yet. Don’t be discouraged.
This isn’t a race or a competition.
Jesus brings understanding a little bit at a time.

The key is, staying close to his WORD and to HIS BODY.
Read the Bible…stay in the community of a local church.

TRANSITION: Then, you’ll be ready when Jesus starts to ask you questions…See….

2) Jesus isn’t afraid of your questions…are you afraid of his?

In the frustration we often have with God…
…the frustration that comes when everyone else seems to be understanding something…

…the frustration of believing in a God that is supposed to heal people and bring peace…
…yet all around you is a world where people are sick and dying…and literally fighting one another.

So we come to God with questions.
Why this evil?
Why can’t I understand?
Why aren’t you doing something about this, God?
Why did you make the world this way?

But in these passages in Mark 8, we don’t find Jesus answering the questions of people who don’t understand. 
We find him asking them.

V17-21
In the conversation with Jesus in the boat just before the healing of the blind man, in 5 verses Jesus asks his disicples 8 questions.

 V 27 & 29
Then in the conversation that follows the blind man, he asks his disicples MORE questions.
Who do the crowds say I am?
Then
…who do YOU say I am?

Or think about Job.
Remember the guy in the OT testament who went through so much “unjust” suffering?

And he began to ask God questions…
Job 38:1-3
But God answered Job…with questions of his own.
He tells Job, “You think you can question me? You’re blind. You don’t have the knowledge I have. You don’t see like I do. So I’m going to ask you some questions to help you get some perspective…to understand your place…and understand how much you have to rely on me.
Then God goes on for 2 chapters with Job…asking him questions like, “Were you there when I made the stars? Or the mountains, or the oceans?” YOU ARE BLIND. You DON’T SEE YET. 

Job 40:1-2
At the end of this questioning God asks one final question.
Shall a faultfinder contend with the Almighty? Are you in your blind state, really going to ask condescending questions to God? 

You know what’s odd about all this question asking for Jesus.
Well, these disicples are following Jesus as their Rabbi….their teacher.
And rabbis didn’t walk around with their disciples asking questions…they walked around answering them.

But not Jesus.
Do you know why?
Well, because questions are the way you bring people out of the crowd.

v 23
With the blind man, Jesus pulled him away from the village, out of the public eye and questioned him. About his own experience. “Do you see anything yet?”

v 27 & 29
When he questions his disciples…he pulls them out of the crowd…
…and he asks them what the crowds think.

Then, he asks them to confront themselves.
BUT WHO DO YOU SAY THAT I AM?

Mark has this pattern in his gospel of separating the disciples from the crowd. And Jesus does this often with questions.

Imagine you are taking a college course. There is a BIG difference in the way you prepare for a class if you know all you are going to do is listen to a lecture…and the way you prepare if you know you will be asked direct questions by the professor.

Right?
You have to own the material. You have to think. You have to take what your professor is saying, mull it over, and come up with a response. 
You have to be accountable to your answer.
You can’t blame your answer on someone else.
You have to come at that class actively…not passively.

When you take a test in a class…you when you have to be evaluated for what you know…you can’t blame it on the crowd anymore.
Right? A test singles you out. A question attaches you uniquely to YOUR ANSWER.

It removes you from the crowd. 
…it brings you face to face with what you do or don’t know.
…and it forces you to either be honest…or fake it.

V 23
Can you imagine if this blind man would have just played it cool?
If he would have just tried to fit in?

You know, he’s seen Jesus heal people.
He knows that Jesus is a pretty respectable guy.
He doesn’t want to hurt Jesus’ feelings…and he certainly doesn’t want there to be anything MORE WRONG with him than with the other folks Jesus has healed.

Think about that for a minute. THIS IS THE ONLY PERSON JESUS HAD TO HEAL IN STAGES.

EVERYBODY ELSE…was one word. One touch. 
So there is this moment of truth when Jesus asks…”Do you see anything?”

Can I tell you what I would have done?
I would have said, “YEAH…absolutely! I’m seeing like a boss. I mean CLEAR AS DAY.”

Because I have this sinful prideful thing that I don’t want to disappoint people, and I don’t want people to be disappointed with me.
So I can stretch the truth to fit it.

We don’t know what Jesus would have done if this man would have lied, but we have seen that Jesus doesn’t force himself on people.

People who don’t choose to follow him, who aren’t honest with Jesus or themselves about their sin…Jesus lets them walk away from him.

Back to 2)

Here’s the thing.
First, God is not afraid of your questions.
Ask away.

Get angry. 
Go ahead.
Ask all the hard questions.

God is not afraid of those. 
..and for a lot of those hard questions…there are answers.

But, don’t force God to answer your questions without answering HIS questions to you.
And be prepared. 
Sometimes…like with Job…
His answer IS a question.

But its not because he’s avoiding you.
Its because he knows…that the only way you’ll ever begin to understand him…is when you start be honest about WHAT you DON’T UNDERSTAND.

Let me give you a quick example.
TIME OF DOUBT before seminary.
I went after answers
But in finding those answers…God started asking me questions. 
Oh, so you are going to put me on Trial, Trevor?

Have you ever considered all the ways you haven’t yet comprehended me? 
Have ever considered that you have stereotyped me into a cardboard God of your own making?
Why is it that you have such a neat little doctrine that fits nicely into your middle-class, white suburban life…
Have you considered my servant Job?
What have you done with my call to bear a cross?
You really haven’t followed me in suffering?
IN fact, your whole life has been mainly about you seeking the comfortable?
So what it is that my cross says?
What is it that I’m calling you to do?
What cross am I asking you to bear?

Those are scary questions. But they are questions at the heart of what it means to follow Jesus.

See, we are willing to ask God questions that we think will scare him…
…but like he did Peter and the blind man, he ends up asking us questions…that reveal that we are not quite as far along as we think. 
That we can’t back God into a moral corner.
That we actually aren’t the disciple we thought we were…
…and sometimes that feels harsh.

V 33
it feels like he’s saying “Get behind me, Satan! For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”

TRANSITION: But remember. That question to the Blind Man was not the end of his story. That question to Peter was not the end of Peter’s story. Jesus didn’t leave them eating raw chicken. Jesus didn’t leave them seeing trees walking around.

Just like the man was honest with Jesus…and was healed.

Eventually, Peter got honest with Jesus…and was healed. 

See, actually, things would get worse for Peter. He would go on in more misunderstanding…Trying to protect Jesus from the cross.

He would even end up denying that he knew Jesus at all.

But see…Jesus still had some cooking to do on Peter…and so he had Peter over for breakfast…and asked him some more questions…to give Peter a chance to be honest. 

3) Only a Man on a Tree can heal our Blindness.
If you look at the apostle Peter in the book of Acts…he’s a different person.

Humble…yet bold. 
And HE is the one proclaiming the kingdom of God fearlessly.
Clearly…he’s a changed man. He’s not the satanic guy that rebukes Jesus.

So what happened.
Well, the short answer is Jesus died and then resurrected.
Jesus did exactly what he promised to do.

See. The cross is a kind of tree. 
In fact, in the OT book of Deut, it says that a man who hangs on a tree is cursed.

When Jesus was crucified. He was not being crucifed for his own sin, but for yours. For mine.

And on the cross, he asked his Father a question- “My God My God why have you forsaken me?”

But there was no answer. 
There wasn’t even a question in reply.
Then Jesus died. And it went dark.
The whole world was blind.

But on the third day, at sunrise..at first light on the first day of the week…Jesus walked out of the grave…and because they had seen a man on a tree…now WALKING AROUND…
…light was shed on their blindness.

After that moment, Jesus went and found his disciples fishing and when Peter realized it was Jesus standing on the shore…he didn’t even wait for the boat to turn around.
HE was so eager to get to Jesus.

And Jesus said, Come have breakfast with me.
And then this

John 21:15-19

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” He said to him a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were young, you used to dress yourself and walk wherever you wanted, but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.” (This he said to show by what kind of death he was to glorify God.) And after saying this he said to him, “Follow me.” 


Jesus asked Peter questions…and Peter finally understood. Who he was…how Jesus loved him…and what it really meant to follow this Christ. 

You know, the kingdom of God is just like this.
You understand in stages.
But until you see…a man walking around who used to be on a tree…a man who died in your place now resurrected…
Until you see that…you will only ever be frustrated with God and yourself.

Paul, another guy who went blind and then had scales fall from his eyes puts it like this.
1 Corinthians 13:12

For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known. 

Jesus is not only healing us in stages…he’s healing the world in stages.
He’s coming back. And one day, He will completely heal the world. No more death, pain, tears…no more sin…
…only the eternal love of Chrsit.
Only, forever and always, God with his people…walking in complete understanding of who HE IS…and who we are.

…and the whole thing will happen over a meal. 
An eternal breakfast on the beach. Where we day by day see more and more beauty of the God who was so patient with us.

Just don’t leave Jesus befoe he has the chance to touch you again. And when he asks you “Do you see anything?” Be honest. And be patient. He’s still cooking your meal. 
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