MULTIPLY SLIDE
Talk about where we are on building
1) Update on Multiply- where we are still ….found a building, need $400k
2) Kids are important to us. Disciple your kids.

Series Slide

M. Night Shymalan directed the 2004 film “The Village”. It's a story about a 19th century village entirely surrounded by woods. The village has no crime, everyone shares their food and resources and they all work together in a sort of utopian society.

Sounds quaint. 

But then, there are these 3 strange rules.

1) Any time the color red is found…it must be buried…hidden. 
2) You can never enter the woods. 
3) And, when the warning bell sounds. HIDE!.

See, strange creatures live in the woods, and they are attracted by the color red. 

Years ago, the town’s founding members, called the elders struck a deal with them. Stay out of their woods, and they’ll stay out of the village.

Which seems to work for the sleepy little houses on the prarie. Everyone lives in relative harmony, and they do all they can to keep out the “bad color” so the creatures stay away.

Now, if you know M. Night Shymalan films, you already know that this movie is going to have a twist…the fact is this one has 2 twists... and I’m going to ruin them for you. 

But, don’t worry. I’m doing you a favor. Because I actually think this movie is better when you know the twist. So you ready?

There are no creatures in the woods. The elders made them up. The elders just put on scary costumes to frighten the villagers.

..and so the rules…they’re all made up. 

There’s nothing about the color red that attracts the monsters. Because the monsters aren’t real. 

The warning bell is just a scare tactic. 

And the woods…there’s nothing to fear in there. 

Now for the other twist. 

Its not a 19th century village. Its actually the 21st century.

So what happened?

Well, the elders of the village met at a grief counseling center in the 70s. Each of them had lost loved ones to heinous murders.

One of the elders was a history professor and proposed that they all move out to the woods together and recreate 19th century life.  They would eliminate technology and money. They would share everything and raise all the kids in the community to love and respect one another.

And they would create these creatures that everyone feared to keep everyone from trying to leave. 

And what about that red color? Well, red is the color of the blood. They figured, if we could somehow make people think that the monsters would be attracted to the color of shed blood…maybe no one would shed blood.

Good theory. The problem was, though they could eliminate new technology and money…though they could eliminate the influence of the outside world…they couldn’t do anything about their hearts. 

The people in the village were still jealous. Lustful. Angry. Greedy. Liars. 

As hard as they tried to eliminate evil and crime by keeping the world away…they failed to remember one thing. 

Evil doesn’t come from the outside in…it comes from the inside out. 

…and not even fear of some monsters in the woods were enough to stop the monsters inside of them from coming out.

Title Slide- “The Monster Inside: How Holiness Gets to Your Heart”- Mark 7:1-23

What do you do when you realize that evil doesn’t come from out there…but it comes from among us?

What do you do when those who seem the most innoncent, turn out to be guilty?

What do you do when all your efforts to control evil and suffering fail?

What do you do when you find out that the monsters are real, but they aren’t in the woods…they live in the village. 

…and in fact…YOU are one of them.

What do you do when you realize that all the rules you invented to keep the bad out didn’t work? 

That’s just exactly happens in this passage we’re going to read today from the gospel of Mark. Some elders make up some rules to try and keep the bad guys out. But Jesus is going to show them…that’s not how it works. 

Mark 7:1-23

Now when the Pharisees gathered to him, with some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem, they saw that some of his disciples ate with hands that were defiled, that is, unwashed. (For the Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they wash their hands properly, holding to the tradition of the elders, and when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other traditions that they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and dining couches.) And the Pharisees and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not walk according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” And he said to them, “Well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written,

	“‘This people honors me with their lips,
		but their heart is far from me;
	in vain do they worship me,
		teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’
	
	You leave the commandment of God and hold to the tradition of men.”

And he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the commandment of God in order to establish your tradition! For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must surely die.’ But you say, ‘If a man tells his father or his mother, “Whatever you would have gained from me is Corban”’ (that is, given to God)—then you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or mother, thus making void the word of God by your tradition that you have handed down. And many such things you do.”

And he called the people to him again and said to them, “Hear me, all of you, and understand: There is nothing outside a person that by going into him can defile him, but the things that come out of a person are what defile him.” And when he had entered the house and left the people, his disciples asked him about the parable. And he said to them, “Then are you also without understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into a person from outside cannot defile him, since it enters not his heart but his stomach, and is expelled?” (Thus he declared all foods clean.) And he said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him. For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from within, and they defile a person.” 

Transition: Today, I want you to see that there is only one cure to sin and guilt. And it never comes from adjusting to external rules. 

Because if the evil is on the inside, then the cure has to get in there to fix it. 

Before I get there, lets talk about holiness…because that’s really what Jesus is talking about here. See…

1) We all want holiness.
The Pharisees in our text today call Jesus out on his cleanliness.
But they aren’t germ-a-phobes.
This washing of hands is not about hygiene…

…its about ceremony.
Which means it's about worship.
Its about how we approach God.

V 3 
…and notice that Mark tells us that this hand washing is in keeping with the tradition of the elders.

What is that?

Well lets go back to OT law. 
According to Leviticus and Deuteronomy, you can’t go into the temple if you have had recent contact with dirt, discharge, disease decay, death

So for instance, there is a law in Leviticus 15 that says if a person has an unusual discharge of some bodily fluid coming out of them,…that person is unclean.
And if that person happens to spit on you…you then become unclean and have to wash.

Or if you find mold on your clothes, you become unclean and have to through a ritual washing.

Any sort of blood you touch, or touching a dead body, all of that will make you unclean.

All these cleansings and washings are not about proper hygiene, instead they’re visual aids
They are like kneeling to develop humility. 
Or raising your hands in worship to remind yourself that your position before God is one of openness and receiving. 

These washings were consistent reminders that because of sin, the dirt was cursed, and death and decay and diseased had entered the world. 

Back to 1)
See, these laws are really about holiness.

When you hear holiness, what do you think of?
Do you picture a monk in a monastery somewhere?
Do you picture a person who never has any fun, and looks down on people who aren’t as goody-two-shoes as she is?

Well, that’s not exactly holiness.
See, we often think of holiness as NOT having something. Or NOT doing something.
In other words, if you aren’t sinning (or aren’t sinning much)…then that’s holiness.

But that’s not a full picture of holiness.
Holiness is opposite of being defiled. 
And all these representations of defilement…disease, death, discharge, decay….
…they all represent your body losing something of itself.

Its being eaten away at. 
Its falling apart.
Its breaking down.

So if being defiled is falling apart, they being holy must mean…well, being WHOLE. Complete. 

See, holiness isn’t just NOT sinning, anymore than being healthy only means NOT eating junk food.

Right? If you only describe healthy as not eathing junk food you are missing the best part. You are missing the fact that when you are healthy you can run faster, jump higher, and perform better physically.

You can think sharper, you typically treat people better, and you live longer.

Same with holiness. Holiness is WHOLENESS. It's the life that you long for. Its not just NOT having sin…it means you are flourishing. You are living to your fullest potential of humanity. Instead of your soul falling apart with the decay of sin and self-centeredness…you’re soul is being renewed and you are more and more everyday loving God and others.

Listen, every single one of us wants to be holy.
Every single one of us carries a sense of guilt. A sense of knowing we are defiled…falling apart. 

Every single one of us knows that there are things we’ve done, that have broken our souls. And we carry this sense of guilt. 

You’ve hurt someone and never reconciled.
You’ve said things you wish you wouldn’t have, and you can’t take it back.
You’ve broken promises.
You’ve cheated on a spouse.
You’ve neglected your kids.
You’ve stolen from your employer.
You’ve been cheating your employees.

…and now you live in guilt.

You feel broken. Incomplete.
You feel….dirty.
You know what you want? You want to be clean.
You want holiness. 
Instead of feeling like your soul is falling apart…you want to know its healing…coming back together.

See, all of us want holiness. 
It's the quest…the mission….the search for the ideal life. 
Whenever you look at your life and say, “I’m missing something.”..
…THAT is the longing for holiness.

TRANSITION: Unfortunately, like the elders in the village…and the Pharisees in this passage…we so often settle for external solutions…when holiness is really about something we’re missing on the inside. See…

2) You worship your way into sin, and you worship your way out. 

In the Village, each of the elders had been victimized by crime. They had all lost loved ones to murders caused by greed, or envy, or lust. 

They feared it happening again. So they set up the village in the woods…and they decided to fight fear with fear. 
They made up the creatures and they made up the rules to try and keep people in line.

But then, even the elders started to see what they feared coming out of them. 
Lust, greed, envy, anger.
But they are always ignoring it. Always suppressing it. Always hoping it will go away.

But there is this character in the film named Noah. He is a mentally handicapped man, who everyone sees as innocent. 

Yet, he is always causing mischief. 
Eventually, because of his own lust and envy, he repeatedly stabs another one of the villagers.

· After Noah stabs the man, he goes back to his front porch and sits looking at his blood stained hands saying… “The bad color. The bad color!”
· Noah’s hands are stained with the blood of his victim… and he can’t wash it off. 

V 6-8
· Look what Jesus tells the Pharisees when they say, “Hey, you didn’t wash your hands!”

He quotes the prophet Isaiah to them.
…and he says, “You honor me with your lips, but your heart is far from me.”

In other words- What you say about me is not coming from love. 
Then, he says that they “Worship God in vain… and they have made up these rules or commandments that are NOT from God and forced other people to live by them.”

So, the implication here is this. 
First, that when we honor God, when we rightly worship him it should come from love, not fear.

Right worship doesn’t proceed from being AFRIAD that God will get you…but it comes from knowing accurately who God is and how he loves us. That’s the idea behind a heart that is CLOSE to God. Its relational. Its intimate. Its love.

See, the Pharisees had taken an OT law about hand washing that only applied to priests when they went into the temple…and they had adapted it, and made it a requirement for every jew before every meal.

It wasn’t what the Scriptures ACTUALLY said, it was law made from a law made from a law. And now they were condemning others for not obeying it.

Its not unlike taking a biblical command not to get drunk, and then turning that into a command to never drink alcohol, and then turning that into a command to never being in a place where alcohol is served, and then condemning someone for breaking the law of God when you find rubbing alcohol in their medicine cabinet.

Is it loosely based on the law of God…I guess.
But does it at all reflect the purpose of the law to love God with all your heart…no. 
It's a fear tactic. Its an attempt for people to keep themselves clean only with external measures.

Its dressing up in a monster costume and sounding a warning bell. 

V 9-13
· Then Jesus gives them a specific example of what is happening in their hearts.

He says, “listen, with all these extra commands, you are completely nullifying the purpose of the original command God actually gave you in Scripture”

The example Jesus gives is about Corban.

Corban is the idea that everything we have is God’s.
Now, in this culture, a major way you honored your father and mother was by providing for them when they got old. You were supposed to use your money and possesions to take of your ailing parents.

But some of these Pharisees, when their parents got old and were unable to care for themselves, they would simply tell their parents, Well…wish I could help you, but none of this is really my money. Its God’s. So TECHNICALLY, I don’t have ANY money to help you with.

Meanwhile, the Pharisees were getting rich and fat living off the offerings of the people.

They were the original prosperity preachers. 
You know what this means? It means Jesus is saying the people who appeared to be the holiest…the people who had set themselves apart…the ones making all the rules…they were actually full of greed.

They weren’t keeping the commands of God. They were nullifying them. They weren’t worshipping God. They were worshipping money.

And notice that last verse there. “and you do many other similar things.”

In other words, Jesus could have gone on and on and on…about greed, lust, envy, covetousness, stealing, hate…

In many other ways the Pharisees had actually twisted a law meant to lead them to know and worship God…and were now using them to worship something else. 

V 14-15

That's why Jesus says, “Its not what you put into your body that defiles you, that breaks you, that keeps you from holiness. Rather its what comes out of a sinful heart that is breaking you.”

That is all about worship.

Back to 2)
You know what worship is?
Worship is just the pursuit of holiness.

Worship is chasing after whatever you think will heal you. Make you whole.

So, for example, if you think money will solve your problems, heal your guilt, help you rise above evil…
…then you’ll do everything you can to keep it as the central focus of your life. That’s what worship is. Giving something the central focus in your life. 

Or…if you think a relationship with another person…sex, marriage…if you think that is what will cure your nagging sense of brokenness…then you will move everything else to the edges of your life in order to pursue that.

But, if God made you, love and worship him.
If he made you primarily to know and be known by him….

If he made you so that you need him at the center of your life in order to hold together like our solar system needs the sun at the center to keep the planets from colliding into one another…

Then when you make something more important than him,…you sin…and you break.

See, sin comes from moving something else into the center of your life.

Want to know if your doing this?
Can you think of one thing that is a non-negotiable for you?
In other words, if this thing, if this person, if this relationship, or status, or job, or paycheck, or career achievement…if you lose it…would that make you fall apart? 

I don’t just mean grieve. I mean, would you say, if I lose that one thing…then I don’t care what you tell me about GOD…I’ve lost everything.

Whatever that is…that is what you are worshipping. 
See, sin comes from that inner place of worship. It doesn’t come from some outside influence. Sure, there is temptation, but all temptation does is play on that desire to worship someone or something other than God.

Look at the way James puts it.
James 1:14-15

But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 

So what’s the cure?
If our own hearts are sick with sin and false worship…how do we make it stop.
Fear can’t make it stop.
Eliminating outside temptations can’t make it stop.

The only thing that can change us, from the inside out…is right worship. 
You worship your way into sin, you have to worship your way out.

Mark 7:18-19
Now watch. 
The Pharisees, Jesus said, were twisting and nullifying the word.
But look what Jesus does.

He says, “its not that food makes you unclean, your sin makes you unclean.”

And then it says, “he declared all foods to be clean”
Now just a minute. 
We can find Scripture in the old Testament that definitely says, “Some foods are unclean”

What does that mean?
Isn’t Jesus nullifying Scripture?
Well, no. 
The word used here is katharizo.
It means NOT that he is changing scripture…it means he is fulfilling it. He is making clean, what before was unclean.

It means that all the of the law, all of the reminders of sin and decay and defilement with all of these foods are pointing to Jesus. 

All of the OT law was not meant to be a solution to sin, it was meant to create a longing for a solution.

A longing for someone who could permanently make what was defiled, clean again.

The OT was not the WAY to be holy, it was to create a deep desire for God to MAKE us holy.

…and that is what Jesus came to do. See…

3) Right worship can’t come out of you, until deep love gets into you. 

Remember, the law in question here is about washing hands.
And that law was only intended for priests before they went into the tabernacle on the Day of Atonement.

One day a year, the priest would go into the inner part of the temple to offer a blood sacrifice on the altar as a representation of the people’s sin. 

It was a reminder that God was going to make a way to take away the stain of their sin.

Just like Noah sat looking at his blood stained hands in the village…wondering if there was anyway to get the stain out,

…This was the answer according to the OT law. You had to kill a lamb and then wipe the blood on a goat and drive the goat OUT of the town into the wilderness. 

BUT, before the hight priest could go in…he would separate himself form everyone for a week. 

He would go through washing and bathing rituals. He had to make sure he didn’t actually touch anything unclean or eat anything unclean. So specially prepared food was brought to him…and he would wash his hands. And the night before the Day of Atonement, he didn’t go to sleep. 

He stayed up all night praying and reading the Scripture as an act of purification.

Then, on the Day of Atonement, he didn’t wear ordinary clothes…but pure white linen. 
He bathed, and but on the linen and went inot the holy of holies and made a sacrifice for his own sins. Then he would come out and bathe again, and put on another clean garment and sacrifice for the sins of all the priesthood.
That’s not all! Then he would come out a third time. He bathed again from head to toe, and they put on him brand new, clean, pure linen. He went in finally, and he atoned for the sins of the people. 

And all of it was done in public. Through a thin screen, the people would watch the high priest bathe, and dress. And go in. an out and in again.

They were there cheering him on…. because he was their representative before God.

In Zecheriah 3, there is an odd description of this. Zecheriah see a vision of the high priest “Joshua” (which means God saves) and he is standing in a courtroom setting. 
And God and Satan are there. 
And Joshua is standing in filthy garments. Covered in excrement, dirt, discharge, and decay.
Just dirty and defiled. THE HIGH PRIEST!

And Satan, the accuser stands ready to say to God, “SEE, even your high priest is filthy. Even your most innocent is defiled. These humans can’t escape sin. They can’t get the blood off of their hands. No matter how much they wash, even your system of laws and sacrifices can’t keep the greed, and lust and hate and envy…nothing can stop them from defiling themselves. THEY ARE A LOST CAUSE. GUILTY!”

Zech 3:4
But the LORD steps in and says to an angel, “Remove the filthy garments…and I have removed your sin…put on clean garments!”

And then the LORD tells the high priest Joshua…I will bring my servant…the BRANCH. He will be the way I clothe you with clean garments.

God was giving Zechariah, for a moment, a prophetic vision so he could see us the way God sees us. In spite of all the efforts we make to try to be pure, in spite of all the efforts to try to be good, try to be moral, try to clean our hands of the blood that’s on them. it doesn’t work. God sees our hearts…and our hearts are full of filth.

But see, the righteous branch, the true high priest is Jesus..
Centuries later, another Joshua showed up, another Yeshua.
And he was going to pull off his own day of atonement. One week before his death, like high priest Jesus began to prepare. The night before, he didn’t go to sleep.
In every other way, what happened to Jesus was exactly the reverse of what happened to Joshua the high priest, because instead of a whole crowd of friends cheering him on, every single person who he loved….betrayed, abandoned, or denied him. 
When he stood before God, instead of getting words of encouragement, the Father forsook him. 
Instead of being clothed in clean garments, he was stripped of the only garment he had. He was beaten, and he was killed, clothed in the defilement of blood.

And the guards bathed him. By spitting on him.

2 Cor 5:21 & 5:17
See, on the cross, Jesus was becoming defiled…he was becoming our sin so that we could have his righteousness.

So that we could have his holiness.

You know what that is?
Its love.

It's the righteous dying for the sinful.
It's the clean becoming dirty so the dirty becomes clean.
It's the way your soul starts to heal from the inside out.

At the end of the movie the Village. One of the main characters, a blind woman, the fiancé of the man who’s been stabbed…she goes into the woods to try and get help so her fiancé won’t die.

She’s been holding him, and she’s covered in his blood. 
And she walks into the dangerous unknown of the woods…where the murderer…in a jealous rage is waiting to kill her.

And the elders get together and they question the wisdom of letting her be the one to go for help. And this is what her Father says.

She is more capable than most in this village. And she is led by love. The world moves for love. It kneels before it in awe.

You know what that is? Its worship. Kneeling before the sacrificial love of Christ to make you holy…in awe.
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