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Charles Schulz is the most successful comic strip creator…well…ever.

Its really hard to dispute that.

Jewelry

He created the strip Peanuts, that brought us Charlie Brown, Snoopy and the characters that still live on far beyond the end of the strip in the Sunday funny paper in the year 2000.

With whatever category you quantify success: be it financially, notoriety, impact , influence, popularity…ability to transcend above its social category…

Peanuts is the most successful comic strip in the history of mankind.

…and Charles Schulz drew every one of the 17,827 strips all without anyone else’s help.

This is from David Michaelis’ biography of Charles Schulz-

“Part of Schulz’s mystique was his “total self-sufficieny”. For nearly fifty years, according to his legend, he had been “the only human being ever to write, pencil, ink, or letter the Peanuts comic strip”

“He had never taken ideas from others; every installment of Peanuts was his and his alone…illuminating the world, while allowing himself to be walled off from it.” David Michaelis- Schulz and Peanuts

- So…Was Charles Schulz successful?

Well, you tell me. “Illuminating the world, while allowing himself to be walled off from it?”

Is that success?

In fact, on his deathbed in February of 2000, Charles Schulz wasn’t even sure if anyone loved him.

In the last few months of his life, he told a trusted relative this. “No one loves me”

Now, you might think…”Seriously, this guy was adored by millions of people. He was married…twice. He had multiple children…and grand children. And he thought NOBODY loved him?”

Well, to you need to know a little about his life to understand this.

Sparky (as he was known to people close to him). Lost his mom, his closest relationship to cancer when he was 18. The next day, he was drafted to fight in World War II.

Without a chance to grieve his mom, he was thrown into War. Where he would be forced to delve deeper into death…without ever really grieving it.

On the day he returned to his hometown of St. Paul Minneapolis, he walked into his father’s barbershop…

Here’s the way David Michaleis records it:

“Walking into the Family Barber Shop, he set down his duffel. Carl [his father] was working on a customer. “Well,” Sparky announced, “that’s it” – he had done his bit; he was home. But his father stayed with the customer, did not come forward. “No one gave me hug,” Sparky later recalled. “We didn’t have any party…That was it.” Carl went right on cutting hair. “He couldn’t stop.” David Michaelis- Schulz and Peanuts

The early death of Sparky’s mother…and his father’s cold commitment to his work over his relationship with his son would haunt Sparky for the rest of his life.

Ironically, this didn’t cause Charles Schulz to say “I love you” to his kids’ more. It didn’t cause him to work less and spend more time with his family. 

Instead…in a desperate search to be loved…he threw himself behind a drawing board. 

He rarely said “I love you” to his kids.

In fact, in a lot of ways…he became his dad. 

He became inseparable from his work. So much so, that the newspaper that delivered his last comic strip on February 13th 2000, also delivered his obituary. 

When Peanuts died, figuratively….. Charles Schulz died, literally.

SO was he successful? Well I suppose if you define “successful”
in all the measurable categories…sure.

You can’t measure love. Its an intangible. 

But if you get to the end of your life and you aren’t sure if you are loved…is that really the goal? Is that REALLY what we’re shooting for?

You know that’s not true.

So what gives with Sparky? What about this man behind Snoopy and Charlie Brown?

Why didn’t he ever believe he was loved? Why couldn’t anybody ever break through?

Well, there’s one more thing that happened in Sparky’s life. Something that I think will give us clue.

After Schulz returned from WWII, he started going to church. This church became his home and his family. 

But after a several years, and a move to California, he slowly began to pull away from the church.

…and his views about God were changing. 

He said, “Many people attend church on Sunday with the same feeling that they attend a theater. They just sit there and enjoy what is going on…”

Then he said, “I don’t think God wants to be worshipped. I think the pure worship of God is by loving one another, and I think all other forms of worship become a substitute for the love we should show one another.”- Charles Schulz pg 350

So….Is he right? Is Sparky right?

Does God want to be worshipped?

And if he doesn’t…if we keep insisting on worshipping him…does that keep us from loving others?

Title Slide- “Sparky’s Jewelry & the Barber Chair: Why Worshipping God and Loving People NEVER Get in Each Other’s Way” –Exodus 35-39

We’ve been trekking through the Book of Exodus …and we’re almost to the end.

But, you may have noticed something. We’re almost done with the book of Exodus…and we’ve  skipped almost half of it. 

Strangely, the parts we’ve skipped are all about regulations for worship.

They are detailed lists about how to construct this place called a tabernacle.

That word: Tabernacle…means dwelling place. 

If you’ll allow me a little poetic license…Israel was a little bit like Sparky. 

Not sure if their Father loved them…They were walking out of something darker than WWII…they were walking out of 400 years of slavery.

…and when they came to the bottom of this big scary mountain…they thought they were coming home…but to them…it seemed like God was up there doing something important to him…but kind of irrelevant to them.

So they threw themselves into their own work…they built a golden calf. Something that was a little more personal to them…like a comic strip they had complete control over.

…but it didn’t fix things…in fact, it made things worse than they were before.

And in God’s mercy…he said, “since you can’t come up here to me….I’m coming down to you.”

See, the tabernacle…and all the instructions on how to construct it…and how to use it to worship God…while to us reading it all these thousands of years later…can seem irrelevant… maybe like worshipping God felt to Sparky. 

But it wasn’t…To Israel…it was in a sense…the God of the universe stepping out from behind his barber chair…walking to the door… and giving them a hug they so desperately needed. 

Today, I want to show you what Charles Schulz missed. Not simply that God DOES want to be worshipped…but that BY WORSHIPPING God you love other people…and BY LOVING OTHER people…you will worship God.

…and we’re going to look at this by keeping track of the way the Hebrew people used their jewelry.

Exodus 35:4-35

Moses said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “This is the thing that the LORD has commanded. Take from among you a contribution to the LORD. Whoever is of a generous heart, let him bring the LORD's contribution: gold, silver, and bronze; blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen; goats' hair, tanned rams' skins, and goatskins; acacia wood, oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense, and onyx stones and stones for setting, for the ephod and for the breastpiece.

“Let every skillful craftsman among you come and make all that the LORD has commanded: the tabernacle, its tent and its covering, its hooks and its frames, its bars, its pillars, and its bases; the ark with its poles, the mercy seat, and the veil of the screen; the table with its poles and all its utensils, and the bread of the Presence; the lampstand also for the light, with its utensils and its lamps, and the oil for the light; and the altar of incense, with its poles, and the anointing oil and the fragrant incense, and the screen for the door, at the door of the tabernacle; the altar of burnt offering, with its grating of bronze, its poles, and all its utensils, the basin and its stand; the hangings of the court, its pillars and its bases, and the screen for the gate of the court; the pegs of the tabernacle and the pegs of the court, and their cords; the finely worked garments for ministering in the Holy Place, the holy garments for Aaron the priest, and the garments of his sons, for their service as priests.”

Then all the congregation of the people of Israel departed from the presence of Moses. And they came, everyone whose heart stirred him, and everyone whose spirit moved him, and brought the LORD's contribution to be used for the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and for the holy garments. So they came, both men and women. All who were of a willing heart brought brooches and earrings and signet rings and armlets, all sorts of gold objects, every man dedicating an offering of gold to the LORD. And every one who possessed blue or purple or scarlet yarns or fine linen or goats' hair or tanned rams' skins or goatskins brought them. Everyone who could make a contribution of silver or bronze brought it as the LORD's contribution. And every one who possessed acacia wood of any use in the work brought it. And every skillful woman spun with her hands, and they all brought what they had spun in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. All the women whose hearts stirred them to use their skill spun the goats' hair. And the leaders brought onyx stones and stones to be set, for the ephod and for the breastpiece, and spices and oil for the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the fragrant incense. All the men and women, the people of Israel, whose heart moved them to bring anything for the work that the LORD had commanded by Moses to be done brought it as a freewill offering to the LORD.

Then Moses said to the people of Israel, “See, the LORD has called by name Bezalel (Bez AH lel)  the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah; and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, with intelligence, with knowledge, and with all craftsmanship, to devise artistic designs, to work in gold and silver and bronze, in cutting stones for setting, and in carving wood, for work in every skilled craft. And he has inspired him to teach, both him and Oholiab (Oh HOLY Ab)  the son of Ahisamach of the tribe of Dan. He has filled them with skill to do every sort of work done by an engraver or by a designer or by an embroiderer in blue and purple and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen, or by a weaver—by any sort of workman or skilled designer.

Exodus 36:1-7

“Bezalel (Bez AH lel) and Oholiab (Oh HOLY Ab) and every craftsman in whom the LORD has put skill and intelligence to know how to do any work in the construction of the sanctuary shall work in accordance with all that the LORD has commanded.”

And Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whose mind the LORD had put skill, everyone whose heart stirred him up to come to do the work. And they received from Moses all the contribution that the people of Israel had brought for doing the work on the sanctuary. They still kept bringing him freewill offerings every morning, so that all the craftsmen who were doing every sort of task on the sanctuary came, each from the task that he was doing, and said to Moses, “The people bring much more than enough for doing the work that the LORD has commanded us to do.” So Moses gave command, and word was proclaimed throughout the camp, “Let no man or woman do anything more for the contribution for the sanctuary.” So the people were restrained from bringing, for the material they had was sufficient to do all the work, and more. 


1) What was meant for worship often ends up in entitlement.
Ok, anytime we read a passage that contains the phrases “Purple and Scarlet yarns” and “Tanned Rams Skins”, I feel like I got some ‘splaining to do.

At the beginning of Exodus, the Hebrew people were trapped in slavery in Egypt, and they cried out to God to rescue them.

So, he sent Moses to lead the way out. 

BUT…when Moses goes to Pharaoh to tell him to “let God’s people god” he didn’t just say, “Let the Hebrews go because holding them as slaves is morally wrong and you shouldn’t do that.”

He didn’t say, “I’m here as a representative of justice, and you can’t treat people like this.”

Look what God told him to say-
Exodus 7:16a
And you shall say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you, saying, “Let my people go, that they may serve me in the wilderness.” 

See,  from God’s point of view, the whole point of bringing the  Hebrew people out of slavery is not simply to bring justice to an unjust situation…
…the whole point is to bring them out to WORSHIP God. 

In fact, that word “serve” is the Hebrew word “avad”…which means “to work”. 

And there’s a couple of interesting places where that word pops up.
First, it's the exact same word that used to describe what the Hebrews were doing for the Egyptians in slavery.

Exodus 1:13-14
If you were to read this passage from chapter 1 of Exodus as literally as possible it would sound like this

So they ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as workers and made their lives bitter with hard work, in mortar and brick, and in all kinds of work in the field. In all their work they ruthlessly made them work as workers.

Now, this is a little weird.
If you were to ask a common Hebrew, “What is freedom?” they would probably say, “We don’t have to work for anybody any more.”

Maybe you’ve experienced this.
Let’s say you’re working a factory job and in the middle of what feels like slavery you think, “Boy, when I can work FOR MYSELF?…then I’ll be free”

Exodus 7:16a
But look, God is not saving them from serving…or working.
He’s just changing their master.

From Pharaoh…back to him. 

See, the other place this word pops up is REALLY important. 
Gen 2:15
When God put humans in the Garden of Eden, he didn’t put them there to drink daiquiris under the coconut trees…he put them there to WORK and KEEP the garden.

I’ve told you before, that the word WORK that’s used here is a word that’s used somewhat interchangeably used with the word WORSHIP.

Ok, so…with all that information…what in the world are we being told?

Well, this.
God doesn’t free us from serving some other master so that we can “make our path” or “follow our dreams”. In the end, those things just become idols that enslave us yet again. 

True freedom is doing what you are created to do. Which IS to worship God. It is to cultivate people and the world around you as you DWELL in a relationship with God. That’s what was happening in the Garden before things fell apart. 

In short, you are created to WORSHIP…and therefore, you are NEVER in a neutral state…you are always worshipping or serving SOMETHING…the question is…is that thing WORTH worshipping? 

Ok…so what does that have to do with all the tanned Ram skins…and blue and purple threads and such.

When God sets up all these detailed regulations about what is supposed to be in this tabernacle…there is consistent theme.

It's a kind of throwback to the garden of Eden.
It's a reminder of what they were created to do. To live with a sort of purpose to dwell with God and to worship him.

For example, there is GOLD and Jewels everywhere. You know how the garden of Eden is described? 
Gen 2:11-12

Additionally, there is all this fire. In particular there is a command to build a lampstand…and all the description of the lampstand is botanical. It looks like a little tree. And when you light it, it looks like a tree that’s on fire. A burning bush.

Which of course, would remind the people of the bush that Moses encountered in the desert…on fire, but not burning up.

Gen 3:24
And when God kicked Adam and Eve out of the garden after they sinned, they were kept from getting back to the Tree of Life by angels with flaming swords.

Now, in the temple, they would have this tree that was on fire…along with an Ark in the middle with Cherubim sitting on top where God’s presence was said to dwell.

So, in short, Its not that God needed tanned ram skins and an purple thread and gold plated candelabras in order to be comfortable…he’s not Liberacci…

All of these things were throwbacks…reminders…intended to remind Israel of there purpose…
…which was not to “do their own thing”.
Rather, it was to work and cultivate the Earth by taking the presence of God out into the world…so that the whole world would be changed into a people that worshipped God.

Back to 1)
So that’s the way Israel was SUPPOSED to be thinking. 

But, that’s not what happened is it?
They got out to the desert after God led them through the Red Sea, and after he drowned their oppressors in it, …and they got very entitled.

They didn’t worship God. They didn’t seek to serve him. They became demanding. 
They got hungry and thirsty and said, “God is against us…he’s just led us out here to kill us! Let’s go back to Egypt where we at least had food to eat!”

…But God fed them with manna from heaven and water from a rock. 

All along God provided for them…even when they complained. 

So you might say, Israel is just repeating Adam and Eve’s sin from the garden. They were given an opportunity to be with God. To worship him. And they were given all the good things they needed to do this.

But instead of looking at what they were given as a blessing that they could worship God with…they only looked to bless themselves more.
They felt entitled. 
What God had given them was not good enough. They wanted more. 
Adam and Eve felt entitled to eat the fruit of the tree in the middle of the Garden even after God told them it would kill them….even after God had given them an entire garden to eat from. 

…but see, they forgot they were there to worship.

…and the Israelites felt entitled to tell God what they HAD TO HAVE…even after God had already rescued them from slavery.

….but see, they forgot he rescued them to worship.
Here’s the thing.

There are 2 ways to look at what you have.
One, is to look at it as a blessing from God that he intends you to use to worship him with.

The other, is to look at what have as something you are entitled to. Something you deserve. 
…which is exactly the way Israel looked at their jewelry…

TRANSITION: …and the way Charles Schulz looked at his comic strip.

2) Until you see what you have as a gift, you’ll only use it on yourself.
Charles “Sparky” Schulz didn’t allow others into his comic strip. 
In fact, he didn’t really see his comic strip as FOR other people. 

His life behind his drawing board was his escape.
It was the way he withdrew from the problems in his life. His comic strip, in many ways was what he saw as his salvation.

Of course, that gift didn’t come from him. It was a natural talent that was given by God. And like with all our talents, everything we’re given is meant to be used to worship God. 

But ultimately, Sparky used the comic strip only for himself. To protect himself. As his biographer put it…

“Part of Schulz’s mystique was his “total self-sufficieny”…. [E]very installment of Peanuts was his and his alone…illuminating the world, while allowing himself to be walled off from it.” David Michaelis- Schulz and Peanuts

…and that’s exactly what the Hebrews were doing with their jewelry.

Back to 2)
You might be wondering something right now about this strange chapter in Exodus.

Where in the world are the Hebrew people supposed to come up with Gold and Jewels and Blue and Purple fibers in the middle of a desert?
Is God going to drop this stuff from the sky like he did manna?
If so, is he going to give them helmets first?...because I imagine a piece of Onyx wouldn’t feel to good dropping from 10,000 feet.

No. You know where all this stuff came from?
Take a look 
Exodus 3:22 & 12:35-36 (same slide- if not possible, just the verses from 12)

When God first spoke to Moses in the burning bush, he told him that on their way out of Egypt, the women would ask the masters of the houses for jewelry an clothing…and the Egyptians would willingly give it to them.

And that’s exactly what happened.

So, picture a Hebrew people, on their way out of Egypt, crossing the Red Sea, headed into the desert…wearing the latest fashions and being all blinged up with jewelry.

Now, at the time, they had no clue what this was for…but we do know that out in the desert they didn’t look at this stuff and think, “Wow the Lord has really blessed us. We don’t deserve any of this…but he gave it to us anyway.”

No, instead out in the desert they said, “this God doesn’t care about us…he just brought us out here to die.”

See, they were entitled.

You know the next time this jewelry comes out?
Exodus 32:2-4
When they, once again, think God has left them…they construct an idol…a god replacement…They take off their jewelry and they make this golden calf…and they say, “HERE IS THE GOD WE WANT. HE IS THE ONE WHO RESCUED US!”

Do you see the insanity of that?
The very thing they were given as an undeserved gift from God, they used to make a different god…one that would let them worship themselves.
Which is exactly what they do.
They throw a big party when they make this golden calf…they get drunk, have orgies…they try to fill themselves up.

...just like you and I do every day.
You say, “Trev, I have never melted my gold into an idol!”

Maybe not…but have you ever used your money to buy things for yourself that you think, “If I just have a bigger house, or a better car, or if I could travel more…then I’d be happy.”

Let me ask you something.
What percentage of your money do you spend the way YOU want to?
What percentage of your time to you spend the way YOU want to?
Like, what percentage of the stuff you have do you use in service of God and others?

For a lot of people..its 100%. Because there is this subtle entitlement… “I earn my paycheck. All this is mine! I get to use it the way I WANT TO!” 
But who gave you that ability to work?
…and what has God called you to do with that ability to earn money?

Back to 2)
Charles Schulz thought “If I could just be a cartoonist till the day I die, then I’ll be happy.”

And, that’s what he spent his gift on. Trying to squeeze happiness out of a comic strip and the money it provided him. Yet on his deathbed, he was saying, “Nobody loves me.”

Maybe it had something to do with the idea that he had concocted that God didn’t want to be worshipped.

But the problem is, you don’t worship God to feel loved…you worship God when you know that he already does love you.

You worship God when you know that everything you have is from him, and nothing of it is what you deserved.

Can you imagine the audacity of the Hebrew people to look at God and say, “This is our jewelry. We will do with it what we want to do. We earned it!”?
I mean, the only reason you even have that is because God rescued them from Egypt.

But, in the chapter we just read, they were clearly doing something different with it.

Exodus 36:6-7

At one point, they brought so much of their jewelry that Moses had to tell them to STOP bringing it!

But look…something had happened to their hearts. Its not that Moses just said, “Hey everybody, we’ve gotten this all wrong! God said “DON’T make graven images…but DO build a tabernacle. Terribly sorry. Just a misunderstanding!”

No, that’s not what happened. 
This wasn’t an external misunderstanding. This was a heart issue.
They went from entitled…to generous.
They went from using their jewelry to bless themselves and to worship a false god…to generously giving what they had to bless the real God and worship him.

Something HAPPENED. 
What was it?

Exodus 33:4-6
Well, after they worshipped the Golden Calf and Moses came down the mountain and saw what they had done, God told them, “I’m not going with you to the promised land. I’m removing my presence from you. If you don’t want to worship me, fine. I’ll just get out of your way.”

And this finally woke them up.
They finally understood that life was not about them.
…and neither was this jewelry. 
So they took it off…and they never put it on again.

What changed Israel’s heart was not reading another command…they had had plenty of those…

What changed them from greedy entitled ungrateful brats to generous overflowing worshipful people… was a realization that it wasn’t jewelry or freedom from slavery that they were created for…

Rather, that the whole point of their existence…and ours too by the way…is to know and be with the God that had loved them from the very beginning.

When they saw that they might lose him…they finally saw their jewelry for what it was…YES…a gift…but even more so, completely meaningless without the presence of God in their lives.

Back to 2)
Transition: You want to know why Charles Schulz was so miserable at the end of his life...why he felt unloved…?

Its because he never saw what he had as a gift from God…and with every passing day in his life…he moved further and further away from the understanding that the greatest talent in the world, the most money in the world, all the influence and popularity you could ever chase down will never fill up the hole that only the presence of God can fill up in you.

…and so, he died a rich, talented, influential man…who never received the love he so desperately wanted.

To him, God never got out from behind the barber chair to give him a hug…and so he never got out from behind his drawing board to give that love to anyone else.

Let me finish with this idea. 

3) True worship is inspired by grace…and always overflows to loving others. 
Charles Schulz thought God didn’t want to be worshipped because if we worshipped him…we wouldn’t have the time or the motivation to love and serve others.

Ironically, his life proved differently. 
He wasn’t known for his generosity…or for his love for others.

He built a kingdom out of Peanuts…that turned out to mostly serve himself. 

But look what happened to Israel, Not only do they give away their jewelry and clothing for the worship of God through the tabernacle…
…they also give away their skill, their talent, their time and energy.

35:25-26
The women came together and used their skills to make all the drapery for the tabernacle.

36:1
And Bezalel and Oholiab…and everyone else whom the Lord gave gifts and abilities and intelligence to work with Gold and metal and make artisitic designs…they all used their abilities to serve the Lord TOGETHER.

Once they understood, “My intelligence and ability is a gift from God”…it wasn’t that difficult to use it FOR HIM.
Notice (by the way) that everyone didn’t say, “Ok, lets all become a pastor or a missionary!”…no, they used their jobs, their skills to worship God.

Back to 3)
What first changed Israel’s heart to was realizing that their sin was costing them a relationship with God.
Then, when God decided NOT to destroy them…but to give them another shot at worshipping him…well…this beautifully unified community came together.

No one was a lone ranger…everyone was working together for one purpose…to honor God…to worship him…and to BE WITH HIM Together.

See, when they worshipped God because they had seen God’s grace…that instead of punishing them for the disobedience, that God forgave them and called them close again…

…when they saw grace it changed them and made them generous.

…Let me ask you. After this, how do you think they treated outsiders?
Do you think they said, “No, you can’t have any of this. We are God’s special people and none of this blessing is for you.”
No, there was a new way they looked at God’s commands to love their neighbor. It wasn’t a chore…it was a joy. 

Because they knew everything they had came from him. 
They knew without him…they were nothing.

One time Jesus was asked, “What’s the most important part of the law…the 10 commandments?”

And he said, in short, “To love God with all your heart….and there is a second command that’s like it…love your neighbor as yourself.”

See, Charles Schulz had it backwards. Loving others is inextricably tied to worshipping God.

Because you can’t really worship God without seeing his grace…his undeserved favor in your life…and once you’ve seen that…well, you have to have people tell you to STOP giving your stuff away.

But…you might say…”Trev, I haven’t been blessed. I don’t have jewelry…and I don’t own any purple clothes. In fact, I’m struggling.
Financially. I don’t have much. 
Or maybe its your Health. Maybe you have a disease or an illness you can’t shake. 
Or maybe its your family. You were abused as a kid. Or you are in a terrible relationship.

And so you think… “I’m not blessed. So I won’t worship.”

But your missing something.
There is a blessing that’s better than money, better than your health..better than your family.

Its that God has graciously done everything necessary for you to have HIM…the ultimate prize.
Even before you came in here today…he has already forgiven you

Look at this
Ephesians 1:3-8

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, … In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 

In Jesus Christ, God himself became human and dwelt among us.
He lived a perfectly righteous life…never entitled…always giving himself away to love others…and always giving glory to his Father. 

Yet, he was killed. Crucified on a cross.
See, on the cross he was taking the punishment for our sin, our entitlement and idol worship.

Even though HE didn’t deserve it…injustice. 
So that God would bless US…even though we didn’t deserve it. That’s grace. 

Through Christ, we have every blessing that’s worth anything.
We have forgiveness. We have the opening to a relationship with God…according to the riches of his grace.

On the cross, Jesus said, “My God why have you forsaken me”…because his Father turned his face away.

But, in doing so, He turned his face toward us…stepped out from behind the barber chair…gave us a hug…and now, because we have been adopted can truthfully say what Charles Schulz so desperately spent his life trying to hear, “I love you, child. And I always will.”

And just like Israel, God has not saved us from ourselves for no reason,
Instead he’s called us out of our slavery to sin to be a people, together…that worship him and love others the way we have been loved. 
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