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Exodus Series slide (Not 10 commandments…the previous one)

Every year a number of different dictionaries announce out their “word of the year”. The word or phrase is supposed to sort of sum up the events of the last year.

Its kind of like the Academy Awards of the Etymology world. 

For example, one of last year’s winners was “Dumpster Fire”.

Well, up until 2015, the word of the year was always…well…made up of letters…you know…like a word usually is.

But a year ago, the Oxford dictionary announced their “word of the year” was this… (On screen pic)
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…”The tears of joy” emoji.

But that’s not the first time an emoji has replaced words…I mean, besides the billions of emoji laced texts that are sent every day…

…in 2009, when only the Japanese and hackers had access to emojis, Fred Benneson decided he wanted to turn Herman Melville’s literary classic “Moby Dick” into the world’s first emoji novel. 

And he did it… no pun intended…here’s the iconic first line. (on screen pic)
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Many Americans communicate more by text than any other way…and in many of those text conversations…emojis aren’t just HIGHLIGHTING words and phrases…they are replacing them.

This “replacing of words with pictures” has ignited a storm of controversy in the literary world.

So, the question that many have started to ask…is this…

 “Are we going backwards?”

Are we headed back to Egyptian hieroglyphics? 

You know, historically…written language went from pictures to words. 

And, mentally just in our individual lives, we develop from picture books as kids to reading more words with less pictures as adults. 

Now, we’re translating classic books INTO pictures. For adults! 

I’m not here today to settle the argument whether this emoji thing is going to kill the written word or not…though I do think it profoundly interesting.

On the fiip side though…pictures and emojis are worth something…right?

I mean, when I get a text from my wife and it says. “Get home! NOW!”... well, without some clue as to what in the world she means by that…I’m probably going to assume that the kids are going crazy and she needs help…

…so when I walk in the door, I’m going to be ready to put out fires, help with dinner, dole out discipline to the kids, and bring order into chaos.

But, if I get the EXACT same text…and but tacked on are these two emojis

“Get home! NOW!” (with pics on screen)
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Well, I’m PROBABLY going to be coming in the door expecting…[PAUSE]…something a bit different.

Why?

Title Slide- “Body Language: Why We Need God’s Word & His Face” Exodus 33-34

Because emojis, particularly the one’s that show facial expressions, are intended to give clues…body language…as to what exactly we meant by the words we use.

Indeed, seeing someone’s face and body language is HUGE in understanding what someone means by their words. 

Studies on human communication say that 7% of communication is conveyed through words, 38% through vocal elements and inflections, and 55% through facial expressions, physical gestures, and body language. http://www.nonverbalgroup.com/2011/08/how-much-of-communication-is-really-nonverbal

That means 93% of our communication comes from something other than words. 

So…who wins? Words…or pictures?

Is our increasing use of emojis helping us move forward in our communication…or destroying it?

While the 93% non-verbal stuff can be very helpful…it can never stand alone.  You have to have the 7% made up of WORDS to clearly communicate. Otherwise…there’s a lot of guesswork. 

I mean…could you REALLY read Moby Dick with ONLY emojis? Of course not.
You can barely read it with just the words. 

But you MUST have the words to read the pictures rightly. 

Yes, a picture can be WORTH a thousand words…but those thousand words make it explicitly clear what exactly you are looking at.

Listen, I get it. Sometimes you read the Bible and you might think, “Why in the world do I have to read this terribly confusing book to really know God? Seems like an awful way to do it. If God wants me to know him…why not just appear in the flesh and have a conversation with us? 

“Hi, I’m God. Would you like to have a relationship with me?” 

Well, with all due respect…he did that…and we crucified him.

Today, as we near the end of the book of Exodus…I want to show what it means  to “see God”. ...and it might be a little different than you expected.

Exodus 33:1-23

The LORD said to Moses, “Depart; go up from here, you and the people whom you have brought up out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your offspring I will give it.’ I will send an angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; but I will not go up among you, lest I consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked people.”

When the people heard this disastrous word, they mourned, and no one put on his ornaments. For the LORD had said to Moses, “Say to the people of Israel, ‘You are a stiff-necked people; if for a single moment I should go up among you, I would consume you. So now take off your ornaments, that I may know what to do with you.’” Therefore the people of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments, from Mount Horeb onward.

Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from the camp, and he called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the LORD would go out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the camp. Whenever Moses went out to the tent, all the people would rise up, and each would stand at his tent door, and watch Moses until he had gone into the tent. When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent, and the LORD would speak with Moses. And when all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would rise up and worship, each at his tent door. Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. …. (took out half of verse about Joshua)

Moses said to the LORD, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you have also found favor in my sight.’ Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, please show me now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. Consider too that this nation is your people.” And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” And he said to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do not bring us up from here. For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are distinct, I and your people, from every other people on the face of the earth?”

And the LORD said to Moses, “This very thing that you have spoken I will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you by name.” Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before you my name ‘The LORD.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. But,” he said, “you cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live.” And the LORD said, “Behold, there is a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, and while my glory passes by I will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have passed by. Then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my face shall not be seen.” (ESV)

Exodus 34:1-9 (cut out v 3)

The LORD said to Moses, “Cut for yourself two tablets of stone like the first, and I will write on the tablets the words that were on the first tablets, which you broke. Be ready by the morning, and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and present yourself there to me on the top of the mountain. …” So Moses cut two tablets of stone like the first. And he rose early in the morning and went up on Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, and took in his hand two tablets of stone. The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD. The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth generation.” And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth and worshiped. And he said, “If now I have found favor in your sight, O Lord, please let the Lord go in the midst of us, for it is a stiff-necked people, and pardon our iniquity and our sin, and take us for your inheritance.” 

Transition: I think Moses expresses something we all kind of wish from time to time. “God, can I see your face.”

Well, there’s a big difference in what we mean when we ask that…and what Moses meant when he asked it. 

…and, as a result, there’s a BIG difference in God’s response.

So lets start there. See…

1) You’ll never know how badly you want God until finding him means losing everything else.  

Remember what happened before this bit we read today?
Moses went up the Mountain to get the 10 commandments on stone tablets. He walked into this thick dark cloud and thunder and lightning.

And down below were the people of Israel. God had brought them out of slavery in Egypt and they had been wandering in a desert…and honestly…they were kind of tired.

Wouldn’t you be?
And they begged Moses to go up the mountain to talk with God for them. So Moses went up…but he didn’t come down…for a long time.

And just like when you send a text and it doesn’t get answered immediately… you start to wonder  “DOES HE EVEN CARE ABOUT ME?!?!?!”

…so Israel was at the bottom of the mountain…waiting for God to get back with them, …

They would have  settled for one of those bubbles (pic) with the dots in it. 

…but nothing was happening…and they were ready for something better.  

So they went looking for God. They went looking for an image of God. Something they could see.

Exodus 32:6
…and they took off all their jewelry and made a Golden Calf…and they said… “This Golden Calf is the god that led us out of Egypt! And this Golden Calf…this is NOT a god that wants us to be without. This Golden Calf wants us to enjoy life! This Golden Calf is the sort of god that wants us to prosper. He wants us to find our best life now…he wants everyday to be Friday…this is the kind of God that wants us to have a good time. Sure, we lost contact for a little bit…but now…NOW we’ve found God. LOOK AT HIS FACE. Let’s worship!”

Look HOW they worshipped this god.
They SAT DOWN to eat and drink and ROSE UP to play.

See, even though God was RIGHT IN FRONT OF THEM up on that mountain…and had given them ridiculous evidence that he was real, alive, and well…not only that…that he actually cared for them…

…he wasn’t “getting it done” in the moment…so they said, “we can’t see you…what other choice do we have than to create a REAL GOD?” and by that…they meant… “one we can see”

Isn’t that interesting?
Israel thought “We know God is REAL if we can see him. If we can keep tabs on him”
And isn’t it interesting that the way their “REAL” God proffered to be worshipped just so happened to coincide with EXACTLY what Israel wanted to do…Party!

That word “play” is the Hebrew word “Tsa-heek” (tsachaq)
You know what it means?…to joke. 
It means to laugh. It means to be light and jovial.

In other words, Israel was looking for a God they could see…that would be “super fun to hang out with”. They were looking for a God who would entertain them.

Of course, it didn’t end well. 3,000 of them died and the Lord sent a plague on them.

Soooo, when we got here to chapter 33, nobody’s laughing. Instead, all of Israel is in mourning.

33:4
But, there’s something strange happening here. They aren’t necessarily mourning because of the consequences of their sin…they aren’t weeping and carrying on because they lost loved ones…

…they are mourning at the “disastrous word” that God delivered.
And what was this bad news?

33:2-3

Well, the disastrous news was not that they had to stop partying. 
It wasn’t that they wouldn’t “fulfill their destiny!”
It wasn’t that they wouldn’t have prosperity…or wealth...or abundance.

No. God told them they would make it to the promised land. And their children would grow up there. And they would have abundant resources. 

But…they would have to go in without God. 

Instead of the presence of God…that they had grown so accustomed to having with them in a pillar of cloud and fire as they trekked through the desert…now, they would just have an angel leading them. 

33:5-6
So, the people stripped off all their jewelry…and for the rest of the trip through the desert, they would not put it back on.
And isn’t this ironic?

Before, when they THOUGHT God had left them, they took off their jewelry to make a false God.
Now, that God says, “I’m leaving you.” They take off their jewelry to mourn.

Things are light and jovial anymore.

Then look what Moses does.
33:9-11a

He goes out to this tent that God had the Israelites set up.
The purpose of the tent was to have a physical representation of a place that Moses could meet with God.
So he would go to the tent and all of Israel would come out of their tents and watch Moses walk into the tent.
And while he’s in there, they are worshipping God. Praying. Hoping. That God won’t leave them.
With the Golden Calf they rose up to play with a light-hearted “beer me a good time” god.
With the real God, they rise up to worship. And its anything but light.

And they knew, that in that tent, Moses was having a conversation with God…and as they watched this pillar of cloud descend to the entrance of the tent…they knew…this was it. Their last shot. 

Maybe…right now…today…they were going to gain the promised land…but lose their God.

And what Moses said is remarkable.
33:15-16
He says “God, If you aren’t going with us, I don’t want to go into this promised land.”
He says, “The only thing that sets us apart…the only thing makes us special…the only thing that gives US WEIGHT….and importance….is YOU. ITS YOUR PRESCENCE.”

“God, if you don’t go with us…I don’t want to go.”
In other words, “I’d rather die out here in the desert WITH YOU, than go into that promised land and have all the prosperity in the world…without you.”

Now, let that sink in to your theology for a minute.
First, this shows you that The presence of God does not mean the absence of suffering.

There is a brand of Xianity…that actually isn’t Xianity at all…that says, “If God is with you…then you can be sure you’re living a life in a land flowing with milk and honey. That he’ll bless you with health and wealth.

But don’t you see?, God’s judgment on Israel is to send them OUT of a desert and INTO a land of prosperity…without HIM.

I’m telling you right now…if you judge God’s presence in your life by how healthy you are, how much money you have, how much power or influence you have, how much fame or popularity you’ve got…you will absolutely MISS GOD.

Back to 1)
God offers to Israel what most American really dream of. 
He says, “You can have all the peace, the prosperity, the political and economic success …but without a tabernacle. No confessing needed. No sacrifices needed. Now, you can have all the benefits  of my existence without any of the maintenance.”

…and instead…of celebrating…instead of rising up to play…they go into mourning…and they rise up to worship. 

…and Moses says, “We’d rather have you, God. We’d rather stay out here in the desert and die WITH YOU…than go forward into prosperity without you.”

See, that’s the difference in the way Moses asks for God’s presence and the way we often do.

When we ask for the LORD to be “with us”…what we mean is “keep us safe…cause me to prosper.”
Lord, be with me on my trip. 
Lord, be with in this job interview.

What we MEAN is, “God, I’ll know you’re with me if good things happen to me.”…and that means we aren’t really interested in God’s presence…we just want good things.”

Let me ask you something? 
If you found out today…if you really believed today that finding God…knowing him intimately meant losing everything else you thought was good in your life…would you still want God?

See, the truth is…its hard to really know if your seeking God FOR GOD until whatever it is that you’re REALLY after gets stripped away from you. 

Often, God’s grace doesn’t mean you prosper in everything…often…that’s his judgment.

Rather, God’s grace is often to take the ONE THING…the Golden Calf you are rising up to play with…to strip it from your grasp…so that you finally have the opportunity, maybe for the first time…to see God.

TRANSITION: So, right now, you might be asking…ummmmm…you make God sound miserable. He doesn’t like laughing and joking? He doesn’t want me to have a good time? This is EXACTLY why I don’t like your idea of God…”

Well, first, that’s not what I’m saying. In fact, God wants you to have joy. But he wants your joy to last. So he connects human joy to something that will never go away. HIM.

See, if your joy or happiness is wrapped up in anything that you can lose…then you are set up for disappointment. BUT if your joy is completely in knowing God…the God who is eternal…well, you will absolutely NEVER lose that.

So…exactly what is it about God that is so capable of bringing us joy? Of satisfying us like nothing else can? Well, it has everything to do with his glory. See….

2) God is heavy and beautiful…and so are we when get in his face. 
I’ve noticed recently that a lot of people are putting the word “haha” on the end of text messages that have absolutely nothing funny in them.

For example, “Want to go out to dinner with me tonight? Haha.”
Then the reply, “No. had a long day. Think I’m just gonna stay in tonight. Haha.”

Now, correct me if I’m wrong…but back in the day, “haha” meant “this is an attempt at humor”

I’ve been told that now you put a “haha” on the end of a text to indicate that the mood is light.

Because, the last thing you want to do is offend someone by asking them to dinner…or telling them you are tired and want to stay in. Right?

See, we have this bend…to rise up and play. To keep heavy things out of our life. 

…I mean, we’re doing that with our texting conversations now. 
We are avoiding having face-face conversations…even of a very serious nature in order to avoid the emotional heaviness of an apology, or a confrontation, or a rejection. We’d rather just send a text.

Its low risk. I don’t have to deal with your face. I don’t have to see the disappointment or hurt in your eyes. I send a text…and I deal with your text reply when I want to…and in so doing…I get to keep even the heaviest situations light. 

Moses would not have been a texter. He would not have reduced his emotions to emojis. 
Moses goes to God and talks to him…multiple times in heavy situations…
When Israel worships the golden calf, he goes to God and talks with him about it. Asking God to relent his judgment.
Now, when God says he won’t go with them, Moses boldly…with no “haha” attached to lighten the mood says, “we don’t want to go anywhere without you!”

33:17
…and God responds. He says, “Ok Moses…I’ll stay with you…you have favor in my SIGHT and know your name. I know who you are.

Now, Moses, gets really bold.
33:18
He says… “God…show me your glory”

That word glory, or Kavob in the Hebrew…means heaviness.
Moses asks God to ‘Show me your heaviness’

In other words, “God, I want to see your depth, your significance. I want to see your splendor…I want to see the very best of who you are. Don’t hold anything back.”

33:19a & 20

Then God tells him that all his GOODNESS will pass in front of Moses and but that Moses can’t look God in the face.

So, God is equating his GLORY…or the deepest, heaviest part of who he is…to his goodness…and then also to his face. 

Then he tells Moses, you’ll have to hide in this rock…or else my glory, my heaviness, my face will be too much for you…and you’ll die.

There’s 3 quick things I want us to notice about God’s glory.

We get all our significance from God. 
He weighs…or he is more important, than anything he created.
In fact, if anything he created is removed from him, it becomes insignificant. 

When you begin to see the glory of God….
You don’t just turn to him when you are in a crisis.

You don’t just look to him to get you out of jam.
He becomes the filter that you make all your decisions through.

Everything else in your life is judged by whether it hinders or enhances my relationship with God, because God is all that really matters. He is the only thing that lasts. His glory holds me together…

So I don't look to God to give me things…I look at things and ask, “Do these help me or keep me from knowing and experiencing the heaviness of God?”

For example…think about your phone…since we’re kind of on the topic today.

Does your phone mainly help you experience the glory of God…or escape the glory of God?

Do you use your phone to show others God’s weight…or do you use it as an instrument to rise up and play?

Maybe you send text messages to friends to encourage them…to lift them up. Maybe you read your Bible on it. 

But what if you also spend time scrolling aimlessly through Facebook while your kids or your spouse, or your roomates…who are created in God’s image…stay disconnected from you?

It's a fair question. And if your first response is “yeah, but I HAVE to have my phone”…well, then maybe that’s the one thing that you have to let go of to start experiencing God’s glory….maybe.

Here’s the second thing.
We get all our beauty from a relationship with God.

When God equates his glory and his goodness with his face, he’s telling us something. 

He’s telling us that he is relational.
Think about it. 
The face is the relational gateway. 
When you talk to someone, you don’t look at their elbow…you look at their face.
In fact, you know, when you talk to someone and they won’t look you in the eye, you know something is off…they won’t engage…you know something is off in your relationship. “Why won’t you look at me?”

Additionally, the purest part of beauty is found in the face.
Take for example, going on a date.

Ladies, if a guy takes you out and looks at your body and says, “Wow, you have a smoking hot body.” ….what do you think of him.
You don’t think, “What a sweet guy that’s really interested in knowing me as a person.”
No, you think, “This guy doesn’t care about me. He didn’t look me in the eye.” You know that guy is selling you short…he’s reducing you down to just a body. He’s drained the WEIGHT, the significance from you. He’s neglected your soul. 

BUT, if a guy takes you out and never breaks eye contact…and talks to you and notices your dimples, and the way your nose crinkles up when you laugh…and he points out that your blushing…and he gently moves your hair out of your face as he talks to you….

…isn’t that inherently more loving and beautiful. More pure?

When God locates his glory in his face…when all of his heaviness and significance comes from making eye contact with him… you know he’s not just after some cold distant removed go-through-the-motions worship…no.

Back to 2)
He’s after you. He wants a relationship that means something. Something heavier and more beautiful than ANYTHING ELSE in your life. 

Here’s how you know when you start to get a sense of God’s glory. When you know you are beginning to see the face of God.

When you finally begin to go to God to experience HIS GLORY…to know and experience more of his significance and to take in more of his beauty….you are longing for the face of God.

Its hard to explain exactly what that means, but let me put it like this.

Parents, you ever watch your kids asleep…sometimes, its hard to tear yourself away…not because you are hoping to accomplish something in that moment…the kid doesn’t even know you’re there…you are simply arrested by the sight of this person you love so dearly and would do anything for…everything they are is worth a pause…and a few moments of reflection.

Or…maybe you don’t have kids…but you ever been to the beach at sunrise?

You ever watch the sun come up on the ocean’s horizon and just gaze at the vastness and beauty of the whole situation?

Doesn’t it make you feel small…insignificant…tiny…weightless?
Yet, at the same time…you don’t run from it. You know you are seeing something worth looking at just for the sake of looking.

You know, you don’t sit there and try to figure out, “What will this contemplative moment accomplish for me?”
You don’t try to make it practical or pragmatic. You just…keep looking. 

When you are willing to go to God for HIS GLORY…to take in more of his weight and his beauty….that’s when you know…THAT’s when you know that you could lose everything BUT GOD…and still be happy.
That’s when you know, that you would take the desert with God over prosperity without him.

TRANSITION: But lets get real practical…How do you do it?

3) Before you see God’s face, you have to take in his Word.
We started today asking the question… “Are we losing ground when we start to replace words with pictures?”

Well, its hard to say.
I’d say, we desperately need them both.
Did you notice that when God said that he would reveal himself to Moses…when he said he would let his goodness pass before Moses…did you notice what God did?

When I was a kid, I always pictured this giant old wise man surrounded by light passing in front of Moses hidden behind this rock. Just sort of floating by.

But that’s not what happens.
33:19a (end with LORD) & 34:5
God doesn’t float by with a body…he Proclaims something. A word. 
God says his own name. 

34:6-7a (end with “guilty”)
And then he explains his name.
When he shows his deepest meaning and weight and significance to Moses…he doesn’t particularly SHOW him anything. No pictures…just words.

He says, “I am the God is who patient and kind. I am the God who forgives.” But he says…in the very next line…I am the God who will leave no sin unpunished. 

…When he reveals himself to Moses…he doesn’t do it with a body…he does it with a WORD. His name.

this is a little confusing isn’t it?
33:5
God has already said to Israel…that if he goes with them…he’ll consume them. That they’ll die if they see his glory.

34:9
But after Moses hears God say that he will be gracious and forgive, but he will still be true to his justice…and remove sin from his presence…

…it opens up this mystery for Moses. How will we ever get close to God…How will we ever have all his beauty and weight in our midst…How will we ever have that inheritance, that forgiveness?

How can I get close to God…have a relationship…without dying?

John 1:14 & 17

Well, when John wrote his Gospel…he told us how.
He said that in Jesus Christ…the Word of God became flesh…a body.

In Jesus Christ, we get the face of God. 
We get the answer to the mystery.

In Jesus, the grace and forgiveness of God was BACK with us. He dwelt among us. And even the worst sinners…they ate with him, talked with him, had a relationship with him…face to face…like good friends.

See, Moses brought us the law…which showed us the beauty and weight of God…but not full frontal. 
Jesus is grace AND truth.
He is the full revelation of God. In his face, we see God.

The WORD, made flesh.
When Christ died on the cross…he took our sin on him. God punished our sin…he was truthful. He would not leave our sin unpunished.

And in so doing, he gave us Jesus’ inheritance. 
We got the forgivness he promised. That's grace.
God’s riches at Christ Expense.

And when Jesus resurrected, when he ascended to heaven, he said that we the church, all those who are hidden in the ROCK that is Christ…that we are his body.

And that as we continue to read his word…as we read the Bible to see more and more the glory and beauty of Jesus Christ…we will be changed…from one degree of glory to another.

Then because of that, the church as we grow into Christ our head…we become a picture…the emoji…the body language of God to the world. 
So others can see the significance and beauty of God…to gaze at him through his word and his spirit working out in his body, the church. 

So that more and more, our reaction to God in the hardest times of our life is not “WHERE ARE YOU?”…but its to remember that we are hidden in him…full receipients of his love and forgiveness..and one day…we will have all of him…and with that…a world where there is NO MORE Sin…and EVERYTHING reflects his glory…

In fact, if I could describe that day in one word…I think it would be this…

On screen pic
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