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Series Slide
When I was in seminary, my mentor and pastor recommended several books to me to help me in my walk with Christ and as pastor. 

One of those books was pretty surprising to me.

Its called the “Art of War”.

Its written by the Ancient Chinese general Sun Tzu.

This book, written more than 2500 years ago, still influences not only military strategy, but also business strategy. 

But what does it have to do with my life as a Christian?

I didn’t know back then…so I didn’t read “The Art of War”.

So, my pastor recommended another book called “Desiring God”. 
I did read that book… and it changed my life. It completely shifted the way I thought about my relationship with God…and it showed me WHY I needed to read the “Art of War”.

There are 2 things I learned from “Desiring God”. 

First, I learned that following Jesus is a call to suffering.  
Not that people who aren’t Christians don’t have to deal with pain. 
Everyone does. 
…but a call to follow Jesus is a sort of embrace of suffering. Its to shift my life’s purpose from AVOIDING suffering…and to set my sights on ETERNALLY OVERCOMING suffering. 
Xianity is a call to suffer with a hope that is deeper and more satisfying than any creature comforts I could ever stack up for myself in the American Dream.
I remember telling my wife after I read Desiring God, “Babe, God is calling us into suffering.”
 “I don’t when, and I don’t know how…but he’s taking us there.”
 I remember thinking, “Someone in our family is going to die unexpectedly.”
When I said that, I didn’t mean extended family. I meant me, or her, or one of our kids.

The second thing I learned from Desiring God was about prayer. 
The author said that we often incorrectly think of prayer as an intercom in our parent’s basement. And when we get hungry or thirsty laying on the couch watching TV …we push the intercom button and ask Dad to bring down some more Cheetos…because the bowl is empty.

But, prayer is not an intercom to send our Father on errands. Its not given to us to call in creature comforts…We aren’t asking for more Cheetos…or a refill on Sweet tea. 
While prayer certainly does entail asking God for comfort…its NEVER about asking him to make you comfortable.

See, following Jesus is not a life on the couch in the basement…it's a life on the front lines of a cosmic war.

Listen to the author explain it…in military terms. 
“Could it be that many of our problems with prayer and much of our weakness in prayer come from the fact that we are not all on active duty, and yet we still TRY to use the transmitter? We have taken a wartime walkie-talkie and tried to turn it into a civilian intercom to call the servants for another cushion in the den.”


“Following Jesus will inevitably lead us into severe conflicts with evil. This evil will surround us and attack us and threaten to destroy our faith. So God has given us a transmitter. … If we call for help in the conflict, the reinforcements will come.” –John Piper, Desiring God

3 years after I read Desiring God… 
…[PAUSE] my wife said she was leaving me. 
One year after that,  
[PAUSE]… my son died. 

Title Slide
Life. Is. War.
In the darkest moments of life…thinking about prayer as an intercom is insulting…because you don’t need Cheetos and couch cushions in a battle. This is not a pillow fight. 
The greatest comfort in the middle of life’s ugliest battles is not just knowing you can pray to your Father, ….but also knowing that your Father is a 5-star general ready to send in the F-16s to save your life. 

Today, Jesus is going to show you through the way he teaches us to pray, that the Art of War is Prayer.

…and that if you want to find ultimate comfort, ultimate joy… you gotta know how to use the walkie-talkie.

Matthew 6:9-13
Pray then like this:

	“Our Father in heaven,
	hallowed be your name.
	Your kingdom come,
	your will be done,
		on earth as it is in heaven.
	Give us this day our daily bread,
	and forgive us our debts,
		as we also have forgiven our debtors.
	And lead us not into temptation,
		but deliver us from evil.

Matthew 7:7-11
Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. Or which one of you, if his son asks him for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good things to those who ask him!

Transition: Today we are finishing this series on the Lord’s Prayer. And what I’ve been trying to show you all through this series, is that prayer isn’t mainly about you calling God with a set of requests...and then you waiting for him to respond.

Instead, prayer IS your response to him. He made the call to you first. 
Your call to salvation…that was God calling to you.
The Bible…that’s God’s call to you.

In so many ways, when you pray and don’t get what you think you need from God…its not you waiting on God…

…its God waiting on you… to get off the couch and wake up to the war that's going on. 

…to stop asking for Cheetos through an intercom… and to start asking for air support with your walkie-talkie.

1) No one likes explosions, but an army expects them.
I used to watch the old GI Joe cartoon when I was a kid.
…and it would always end with a little Public Service message for kids delivered through one of the GI Joe soldiers.

They’d tell you not to pick up downed electric wire…or how to stop drop and roll… or what to do when your house caught on fire.

At the end of the cartoon, they were preparing us kids for the worst of real life… the kind of things that could kill us. So that when the worst of life came at us, we wouldn’t panic, but actually take action that was helpful.

And at the very end of the PSA, the soldier would look into the screen and say,  “Now you know. And knowing is half the battle.”

When Jesus tells us to regularly pray “lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil”…one of things he’s doing is putting a regular reminder in our prayers that that evil is real…and wherever there is evil…there will be hurt, pain, and chaos. Where there is evil, there will also be suffering.

Jesus is saying, just like old my friends from GI Joe… when it comes to suffering, knowing is half the battle.

Can you imagine being a part of an army in battle but thinking you’re at a pool party?

When an explosion goes off…you are going to be shocked. 
You’re going to panic. 
But if you know you’re a part of an army in a battle…you expect the explosion. You’re ready for it. You know its coming…and knowing is half the battle. 

This is something I appreciate so much about Xianity. Its ridiculously honest about evil and suffering. More than any other religion, Xianity doesn’t mince words about the reality of pain in life. 

Now, some of you hear me talking like this and think, “Why would I ever follow Jesus if it means suffering?”

Well, first of all…Following Jesus doesn’t mean you are going to suffer while all the people that don’t follow Jesus won’t.
Xianity is just honest about it. There’s no pretending. There’s no quaint…”look at the bright side.”

Jesus doesn’t call you to stentertain yourself more or stack up more comfortable furniture in order to pretend evil and suffering isn’t happening. 

You know, one the biggest reasons that “the Problem of Evil” has become such a big reason for people not believing in God in the last 60 years is not because there’s more evil in the world than there used to be.

Its because we have more comfort than we ever have. We are further removed from pain and suffering than we ever have been.

I mean, listen, we have robots that vacuum our floors, beds that form to our bodies perfect sleep number, we have televisions in our cars because 20 minute trips across town are UNBEARABLE without something to stair at…

…and we’ve created this illusion that the default state of the world is comfort. 

…and then a bomb goes off. 
A family member dies. 
A spouse leaves. 
You lose your job.
Your house burns to the ground.

….and because we’ve been lulled into believing that the status quo is robot vaccums and sleep number beds…we immediately assume God must not exist.

You know, “The Problem of Evil” is a relatively new phenomena.
Back in the day when everyday life was biting a bullet while someone cut off your leg so you didn’t die of gangrene…. Well, people weren’t saying “Why is there so much evil in the world.”

Because they weren’t living in the illusion that comfort was right. 

See if you know you’re a part of an army in a battle…when an explosion happens…you are honest about it. It doesn’t surprise you. And so you keep going.

BTW, this also doesn’t mean that you are called to ENJOY suffering.
It wouldn’t be suffering if you enjoyed it…it would be a theme park.

Just because an army expects explosions doesn’t mean they wish for them. 
But it does mean they look for them, plan for them, and develop a plan to keep fighting when they happen. 

Matt 6:13
When Jesus says to pray, “Lead us not into temptation”
That phrase can be a little tricky.
At first glance, it looks like Jesus is telling us to pray, “God don’t tempt me…” or “God, don’t let me be tempted.”

But that’s not consistent with what the NT teaches about God’s relationship to temptation.
James says that God doesn’t tempt anyone.
…and, Jesus himself, in Matthew chapter 4 is led by the Spirit of God into the wilderness…specifically to be tempted by the devil.

That word for temptation is the word for a Test or Trial.
Think about what a test does. 
Academically, a  test is designed to show you what’s in your mind. 
Its one thing to sit in class day after day, but you don’t really know what you have retained until you have to put it down in a test.

Likewise, spiritually, a test shows you what God you really trust in.
When you are squeezed…you see what comes out.
When you are cut…you see what you bleed.

Lets say I had 2 ketchup bottles.
One had ketchup in it…the other had red finger in it.
How can you tell which one to put on your hot dog.

You gotta squeeze the bottles and see what’s inside.

When Jesus teaches us to pray “Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil”
…its not a prayer to avoid the test…it's a prayer that expects the test.

This is not a prayer that says, “DON'T LET ME SUFFER”…it's a prayer that says, “When the test comes…don’t let me give in. Don’t let me quit. Bring in the air support to clear out the blasts so I can move forward with my eyes on winning the war.”

1 Peter 4:12-13
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.

Peter shows you the reason a Xian should never be surprised by the test of suffering.
Its because the founder of Xianity…Jesus Christ suffered before we did.

He says if you’re a Xian, don’t act like something strange is happening when the test hits…instead put your eyes on what Jesus’s suffering accomplished….
…namely that one day, he’ll put an end to it. 

See, the suffering of Jesus on the cross tells us that in the hands of God our Father, death lead to resurrection.
Seeds go into the ground and die, but they come up as a mighty oak tree or a beautiful flower.
Coal under pressure becomes a diamond; and minerals that go into the fire come out as gold. 
The way to resurrection is through death. 
The only way to redemption is through sacrifice. 

So Xians are not shocked when the explosion goes off, because we know the only way to victory is through the battlefield. 

If you are surprised by a trial, perhaps you’ve fallen asleep. Perhaps you’ve slowly been lulled into that dream state that thinks a foxhole is a man cave…and you think the only battles you’ll fight are for the remote.

Back to 1)
Look, nobody likes explosions…and that’s not what Jesus is asking you to do.
But he is teaching you to not be surprised by the explosion. 
When Jesus said “Follow Me”, it was a declaration of war, not an invitation to a sleepover.

Transition: Now, once you know you’re in a war, nothing could be more important than knowing who your enemy is. 

Here’s the way Sun Tzu puts it in the Art of War

“If you know the enemy and know yourself, you need not fear the result of a hundred battles... If you know neither the enemy nor yourself, you will succumb in every battle.”- Sun Tzu, Art of War

Knowing yourself and knowing your enemy is crucial…or you will succumb in every battle…you’ll fail every test..

The truth is…

2) You have 2 evil enemies… neither of which are your suffering. 

If you want to lose a war… fight the wrong enemy.

V 13
Notice that Jesus has us praying about “evil”.
He doesn’t say, “Lead us not into the test, and deliver us from the suffering.”

In fact, that word evil is actually translated “the evil one”.
It is personified.
It's the devil, the accuser. 
Here’s the gist of the second line of this prayer.
“Deliver me from doing what the devil would have me do”

IN other words, the first half of v 13 is “Don’t let me fail the test…don’t let me succumb in suffering”
And the second half is the way out.
Being delivered from evil is the way to pass the test.

Don’t fight against the test…fight against the evil.

Let me put it like this.
Jesus is saying, “The test can’t hurt you. A million pounds of suffering can be dumped in your lap…and it can’t destroy you…don’t waste your time trying to keep the test away…instead set your attention on killing the sin in your life. Because one little ounce of that will destroy you.”

Luke 22:42
Remember Jesus praying in the garden.
On one hand he asks the Father to lighten the test, “take this cup from me…”
On the other hand, he prioritizes his Father’s will over his own.”

Do you see that?
He’s recognizing that evil would have him do contrary to his Father’s will, so he is willing to endure the test…endure suffering…in order to overcome evil.

He knows that ultimately suffering cannot hurt us…but sin can.
Now, let me show you something else.

Evil isn’t only this outward presence. Evil doesn’t only come from outside of you. Its not as if you are a neutral party and God and the Devil are fighting for your soul.

Jesus isn’t teaching you to blame the devil for your sin.
Matt 7:11
When Jesus continues his teaching about prayer, he tells us to think about our relationships to our kids.
He says, “If you, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children…how much more will your Farther in heaven give good things to his kids when they ask him?”

Did you notice who is evil here?
Not the devil.
WE ARE.

See, evil isn’t just some force coming from outside of us…its rising up from the inside.

Look how James puts it.
James 1:13-15
He says, “Don’t blame God when you are tempted. Because God doesn’t tempt you.”
But he doesn’t then say, “You are lured and enticed by the devil…”
Instead he says, “You are lured and enticed by your own desire. And that desire, when it gives birth to that little baby sin…grows up and kills you.”

Back to 2)
See, you have 2 evil enemies…
One on the outside, the devil, the principalities, the spirit of the age, 
…the other…is that broken and evil desire you have on the inside…

THAT is the evil you are fighting. 
Don’t waste your time fighting against the test…it can’t kill you.
Instead, fight the sin on the inside.

See, if you fight your sin in the test, then the suffering is only going to make you more beautiful.
James 1:2-4
Like James writes, count it joy when you meet trials, because they will produce beauty…making you complete. 
You need tests. Like a piece of coal needs 10 tons of pressure to become a diamond…you need tests to show you the sin on the inside that remains.
So you can root it out and kill it.

You understand, when James writes this, that’s what he’s talking about.
You don’t just undergo suffering and then automatically come out the other side a better person. 
The point of the test is to get out what’s on the inside…so you see it and then kill it. 

As you continue to kill your sin, you’ll see yourself responding differently to suffering…eventually…the test will squeeze you and you’ll finally see something beautiful come out

Back to 2)

Here’s the question this all boils down to.
What do you hate more?
Your suffering or your sin?
Are you mostly interested in getting suffering out of your life…or getting evil out of your life?

Do you want to be delivered from the test…or delivered from evil?
Look, I’ve talked to people who say, “I want to kind of look into Xianity and see if it works for me.”
The idea behind that is, “Will following Jesus make my life better?”

But I always tell those folks, that's the wrong question to ask.
Don’t ask if following Jesus will make your life better…instead ask if its true.

Xianity isn’t true because it works. Xiainty works because its true.
In other words, following Jesus is only practical in the long run.

That means the reason you hate sin is not because its impractical…but because its not an accurate representation of the truth.
You have to hate evil, you have to battle against sin not simply because its consequences make you uncomfortable, but because it is contrary to the nature of God.

Hate evil not simply because it drags you to hell, but because it opposes the God you say you love.

Listen, a lot of you are constantly asking, “How can I know I’m a Xian?”
One of the bests tests for that is to see what you think about sin now that you know that Christ died for it.
Do you still hate it?

Knowing that he has removed the condemnation of sin from you...knowing that you won’t be punished for it…do you hate your sin even more?

If you’ve turned away from your sin not just because it reeks havoc in your life, not just because its impractical…but because you know its offensive to the God who loves you…that's when you know you’re a Xian.

…and look…suffering, testing, trial…is exactly the way God pinpoints the enemy we’re fighting…to show us how much of the stuff we hate is still in us. 

If you make suffering the enemy, and not your sin…you only see God as useful to you.
As Tim Keller puts it.
“If you aim at comfort, and not righteousness, you get neither.
If you seek righteousness and not comfort, eventually you’ll have both.” – Tim Keller

Your real problem is not suffering…don’t waste your time fighting against it. 
Your real problem is sin….Its the evil inside you. Until you see that, you will waste the tests that come into your life. 

3) The key to winning the battle is knowing the war is over. 

When we started this series on the Lord’s Prayer, I told you that to understand the whole prayer, you had to see everything through the first 2 lines.

Matt 6:9-10
Every other line that is prayed in this prayer has to consider 2 things.
First, that you are praying to a Good Father…a Father that loves you. A Father that, above all, wants a relationship with you.

Second, that there is a future kingdom coming, a kingdom of peace, and righteousness… of beauty and love…a kingdom without evil…without suffering…without pain…without death.

When you forget those 2 things, you tend to pray this prayer very selfishly…and you focus on temporary things.
Daily bread becomes not about need, but about greed.
And these last lines become all about getting comfortable, not about going to war against evil.

See, Jesus is showing you that the key to fighting sin, the key to not giving into temptation in the test..the key to being delivered from evil, is knowing that you are an adopted child of God who’s will to bring his perfect Kingdom will not be stopped.”
As long as you continually see that, you’ll pass the test. The test will make you better…perfect and complete.

Back to 3)
The test will turn coal into diamond.
See, there are 3 ways you’ll respond to suffering if you don’t remember the truth about the Father and his Kingdom.

One way is anger. 
You’ll say, “I don’t deserve this. Why is this happening to me?”
You’ll say, “This isn’t fair!”

Or, you’ll respond with guilt.
“This is exactly what I deserve. God is getting me. He’s paying me back. All those terrible things people said about me are true. All those nasty things I did are catching up with me.”

Or, the 3rd way you’ll respond with indifference. Apathy.
“Life stinks…and you can’t do anything about it. I don’t care anymore.”

You can respond to tests like that…or you can be a Xian.
You can absolutely know that you are a child of God, and that his Kingdom is coming.

[Personal] I adopted my first 2 sons. I love both of them dearly. That aren’t almost my sons…they aren’t kind of my sons…they are 100% completely no doubt about it my sons.

You say, “How do you know?”
Well, first I tell you what I don’t do.

I don’t look to see if they are acting like me to know if they are my sons.
I don’t look to see if they dress like me to know they are my sons.
I don’t look to see if they talk like me to know they are my sons.

You know how I know?
Because with both my boys, before I ever saw them in person, I got on plane, and I flew to them. 
I walked into an orphanage and a group home…and I picked them up…and before they could act like me, talk like me, dress like me… I went to the courts and said, “These are my sons.”

And legally, the courts declared, “Yes, these are your sons.”
Now, after that, my work wasn’t done right?
I still have to raise these sons. 
And yes, over time, as I teach them, and test them, they do grow to talk like me, act like me, an dress like me.
 But see, when I bring tests into their lives to shape them, unpleasant things to grow their character…things like doing chores…things like writing paragraphs and sentences to think through their sin…when they were younger, things like spankings…

they can know its not punishment. Their sonship is never on the line. That was settled in a court in Russia and Ethiopia years ago.
And now, they can know, that every trial I bring into their life is to help shape them more into being the men their Daddy wants them to be. 

See, adoption is by grace. Its not earned. 
On the cross, Jesus was taking our place. 
He was being condemned for our sin, so that we could be legally adopted by God.

On the cross, the war is over. The enemy is defeated. 
The cross tells you that you absolutely cannot lose. 
You are safe. Adopted. Legally a child of God.

And now, for every test that comes into your life, you know its not about punishment. Its not about winning and losing. Its about being made to look and act like your Father in heaven.

Sun Tzu wrote, 
“Victorious warriors win first and then go to war, while defeated warriors go to war first and then seek to win”- Sun Tzu, Art of War

In Christ we are victorious warriors. Christ our king already won the war before we ever go to battle without sin.

And that does away with anger in our trials. 
Because when you look at the cross you know you do deserve the suffering. In fact, you know you don’t even deserve your next breath. You know that you were only adopted by grace…so there is no more screaming at God “I Don't deserve this”.

And knowing that the war is won also deals with your guilt.
No more will you say, “This is punishment!” Because you have already seen Jesus take the condemnation for your sin. God can’t be punishing you…because your punishment is on Christ.

And finally, knowing the war is over gets rid of indifference.
Because knowing you are in the Father’s hands, you know that all the suffering you undergo..every test, will only be turning you into a diamond.

…and you know that since he is bringing a Kingdom, that you don’t have to ever give into the cynicism that says, “This is the way it will always be.”

Because you know that Christ, your warrior king, is coming back to completely set the world right again. 

Matt 26:53
When they came to arrest Jesus to take him to the cross, one of his disciples drew his sword to fight off the mob.

But Jesus told him, “You think I need you to defend me?”
He said, if I wanted to, I could call legions…or an army of angels defend me…to keep me from dying.”

Then he said, but if I did, the Scriptures would not be fulfilled.
The promise the Father made to adopt you couldn’t happen.

See, Jesus didn’t call in an army of angels, so that later, in prayer, we could. 
So that we could, in prayer, call on our Father to deliver us from evil, to bring his Kingdom.
Jesus didn’t call in air support, so that later you could. 
And indeed, even when you are delivered from momentary suffering, you can be sure, in the end, you will be delivered from it eternally.

Rev 19:11 & 14
Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. …And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses.

Jesus is coming back. As a warrior king. And he will fight the last battle, completely annihilating sin and death and suffering forever. 

And following him will be all the angel armies that he didn’t call on to save him…so later, he could call on them to save you.

Get in the battle, because the war is already won.
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