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Series Slide
There are two phrases, if used together, said with deep conviction…are two of the most powerful phrases in any language.

Every culture has known their beauty. 
Every person has deeply felt both healing when they are present…and destruction when they are lacking.

They are foundational to every marriage, every family, every friendship…

They can cause us to respect our enemies…even love them.

Even the most hardened heart can be softened with these phrases.

The most egregious evil can be overcome with them.

Any philosopher, any religious guru, …any storyteller, screen writer or author, if they want to be in touch with the deepest parts of the human soul... has to deal with these two phrases…

In fact, nothing brings tears to my eyes more quickly than when I hear these words uttered… even from my own mouth.

Yet somehow, as powerful as these words are…

…and as much as we demand they are said to us…

[PAUSE & SLOW] We just can’t bring ourselves to say them.

Do you know what they are?

“I’m sorry” & “I forgive you”

A few years ago, there was a movie that I thought captured the power of these phrases. It didn’t get great reviews…nor was it acted particularly well...

But it showed “I’m sorry” & “I forgive you” in a way that I’ve never been able to shake. Particularly, it showed the deeply spiritual side of these words. 

The name of the movie is simply “Devil”…and it opens with this verse from the Bible, silently appearing on the screen. 

1 Peter 5:8
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

That’s a powerful…and scary verse. 

…but its always made me wonder…exactly how does the devil try to devour us?

That’s exactly what the movie tries to answer.

(I am going to somewhat ruin this movie for you, but its been out for almost 7 years, so…you had your chance)

It centers on a group of people trapped in a elevator. As the plot unfolds, we learn that one of the people on the elevator is the Devil in disguise.

All of the people on the elevator have some secret sin they’ve been hiding…and the devil has come to torture them, kill them and take them to hell for their sins. (It's real good for a family movie night). 

(For Some of you introverts, just getting on an elevator with another person is a taste of hell…so you get why a screenwriter would start the road to hell in an elevator).

One by one, we learn the captives’ vices as the devil kills them off, until only two people remain alive. One a young woman who is bleeding to death… as the other, a young man named Tony, holds her in his lap trying to save her. 

Tony looks at the Devil who is still in his unassuming human disguise and says “Don’t take her. Take me instead. I deserve this.”

And the devil replies: “You think this will make you good? You're not good.”
Tony says through humble tears: “I know.”
The Devil says:  “You think you can make up for the choices you made by trading places with her?”
Tony says again: “No”
Then the devil, breaking out of his disguise only for a moment,  says in a loud, mocking, demonic tone,  “You think you can be forgiven?”

Once more, humbly, Tony replies- “No.”

Then he picks up the walkie-talkie that’s in the elevator, not knowing who’s listening, and he confesses his sin. He says through tears. “I killed a mother and her son on Bethlehem Pike 5 years ago…it was hit and run and I was never caught….I’m so sorry.”

At that moment, the devil disappears as the elevator opens and the two survivors are rescued. 

On the other end of the walkie-talkie is the detective who has been trying to get everyone out of the elevator. All along, he’s been watching the security cameras in the elevator… 

And that detective is the husband & father of the woman & child that Tony killed. 

Since losing his wife and child, the detective has been an alcoholic, bent on vengeance. He’s lived his life consumed by a dream about what he’d do if he ever found the guy that robbed him of his family.

In the last scene, Tony is being taken into custody…and the detective says, “I’ll take him in.”

In that moment, we’re all expecting him to lash out. We’re expecting the detective to pick up where the Devil left off. To punish Tony for his sin. To do something awful to him. He’s alone in a car with him. He can finally have revenge. He can send Tony to hell. 

Instead he says, "That was my family [you killed] on Bethlehem Pike. That was my son! I've been waiting for this moment for five years, all the things I would say to you, and the things I would do. The thing is…. I forgive you."

In that moment, you could watch the weight lift from both of them. Tony’s eyes fill with tears of joy. The detective managed to smile…maybe for the first time in 5 years. 
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You could see the freedom that rushed in… even though one man was headed to jail…and the other could never go home again to his family…both of them in that moment were more free than they had ever been. 

For Tony, in moment where he could have explained his sin away…blame shifted…or hidden it because of fear…he boldly and humbly confessed it with full expectation to bear not only the consequences of his sin, but even to take the place of his neighbor, to die in her place. 

For the detective, all the promise of his revenge fantasies were in his grasp. He had the opportunity, the motive, and maybe…even the justification… to take vengeance on the man who robbed him of his family and flippantly drove away. But he didn’t. And he didn’t simply choose to forgive. He was compelled…by what he saw happen in that elevator…to forgive even the worst sin against him.

“I’m sorry.”
“I forgive you.”

The movie shows the power…the beauty…the freedom of those phrases…but it doesn’t tell you HOW to do it.

(Which, I’m happy about. The job of art is not to show you how…its merely to leave you asking the question…which Devil certainly does.)

But it IS the church’s job to bring you that answer…and that’s what I want to do today. 

As we’ve been going through the Lord’s Prayer, we’ve been thinking about prayer a little differently than many of us have ever really understood before. 

Most times, we think of prayer as us starting a conversation with God. In other words, we pick up the walkie-talkie…and then rattle off our list of physical or emotional needs…and he responds.

But I think we need to flip that script. See, God was talking to you before you ever tried to talk to him. And when you realize that he is starting the conversation, that he is the one calling you…and you are responding to that call…well, that means he sets the agenda.

Prayer is not about asking God to get on your agenda, its God asking you to get on his. 

In the Lords Prayer…he’s calling us to a relationship with him with OUR FATHER…he’s calling us to have a longing for his Kingdom and a submission to his will… He’s calling us to daily come depend on him for all we need….

…and today…we’re going to see he’s calling us into a fight…with the Devil… but he’s given us some pretty powerful weapons… namely…“I’m Sorry” & “I forgive you.”

Matthew 6:9-13
	Pray then like this:

	“Our Father in heaven,
	hallowed be your name.
	Your kingdom come,
	your will be done,
		on earth as it is in heaven.
	Give us this day our daily bread,
	and forgive us our debts,
		as we also have forgiven our debtors.
	And lead us not into temptation,
		but deliver us from evil.

Transition: I often saw those last lines of the Lord’s Prayer as disconnected. Like when I pray…I pray about forgiveness…and then I pray about being delivered from evil. 

But now, more than ever, I understand that forgiveness IS the way to be delivered from evil. 

See, The devil is not defeated when we make others pay for their sin, that’s what he’s up to in the first place. 
We are delivered from evil when our enemies lie bleeding in our laps trapped in the elevator…or in the back of our police cars and we utter the words… “I’m sorry.” And “I forgive you.”

Let’s see how. First, you need to forgive because…

1) Refusal to forgive turns you into a ghost. 
When I watched “Devil”, I realized that it wasn’t a horror movie.
Because, horror movies are interested in leaving you scared... not hopeful. 

Maybe that’s why a lot of horror movies are ghost stories. 
Think about what a ghost is supposed to be. 
A ghost is some translucent shadow of something that used to be a person.
It often haunts the people that wronged it when it was alive…
A ghost is trapped in its past…never able to move on to an eternal future…because it must deal with those that harmed it long ago.

I think ghosts show up in horror movies so often, because there is so much hopelessness in a ghost. And nothing is scarier than to be without hope.

Confucius said.. or at least (the internet says Confucius said this)…
“Before you embark on a journey of revenge, dig two graves.”

While I don’t at all follow Confucius…but that’s some good wisdom right there.

See, you think revenge is going to kill your enemy and frees you…but you’re just digging your own grave. 

Now, lets move AWAY from Confucius and TOWARD Jesus.
In Luke 17, Jesus is teaching his disciples and take a look at what he says.

Luke 17:3-4
Pay attention to yourselves! If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if he repents, forgive him, and if he sins against you seven times in the day, and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.”

Now, here’s the quiz. 
What’s the most difficult thing Jesus commanded in those verses?

You probably are thinking it's the bit about forgiving a person that sins against you 7 times in a day.

Or maybe you think it's the part about rebuking that person, because that makes you incredibly uncomfortable…you’d rather just sweep it under the rug.

And, I’ll tell ya…both those things are difficult. Both of them are controversial…they are uncomfortable.

But neither of those things are more difficult…more unnatural and awkward than what Jesus commands in those first 4 verses.

 “Pay Attention to Yourselves”
See, when someone sins against you, when someone wrongs you, hurts you…what’s your reflex?
Who do you pay attention to?

Your focus immediately goes to the other person.
“He did this to me.”
“She did this to me.”

“How can he live with himself?”
“How can she look herself in the mirror after what she said to me?”

“He deserves what’s coming to him!”
“She better not ever do that again or she might find herself in the Emergency Room!”
(no?!?!!? Just me?!)

But what exactly are you supposed to be paying attention to yourself about?
The writer of Hebrews helps us with that.

Hebrews 12:15
See to it that no one fails to obtain the grace of God; that no “root of bitterness” springs up and causes trouble, and by it many become defiled

The idea here is that when someone sins against you, if you aren’t paying attention to yourself, something will start to grow in your soul.
Something evil.
Something insidious.
Something…devilish.

It's a spirit of un-forgiveness.
And I love how the writer of Hebrews calls it “a root of bitterness”.

See, a root is under the surface. Its growing inside you, underneath…and you don’t even notice. 
And the more you look to the people that wrong you…the stronger it grows.
The more you look away from yourself…the less likely you are to see the root growing.

Wanna know what it looks like?
You probably don’t. 
Its ugly. Its scary. Like the Devil on an elevator.

See, its really hard to admit how angry you are at the people who have wronged you. 
Often, we fail to admit how much bitterness is sticking around in our hearts. How much is under the surface. 

Even when we are willing to admit THAT we are angry, we rarely will admit HOW angry we are.

That’s why Jesus said, “Watch YOURSELF”
Because an un-forgiven wrong is a root. 

Hebrews says it “morally defiles” you. He says it “causes trouble”

In other words, if you don’t uproot your bitterness…it will grow a bitter little tree…with some poisonous fruit. 

Let me show you what that trouble looks like.
I’m indebted to the great Tim Keller for this insight (and at least 50% of all the insights I have ever had.)

The word Wrath & the word Wreath both have the same Anglo-Saxon root. 
They both come from the root word that means “to be twisted”

The fruit that your little bitterness tree will yield is to distort you out of your normal shape
It will twist you into something else all together.

When that wrath, that deep-seated anger takes root in your soul, it twists you like a wreath…until you become someone you don’t recognize anymore.

…you know another word that has that same root word.
The word Wraith.
That’s another word for a ghost. 

Look, when someone hurts you…if you spend your time paying attention to them…getting angry…letting your WRATH twist you like a wreath…you will end up a restless spirit. Some altered version of yourself that is trapped in the past. Trying to haunt someone…to make them pay for what they did to you.

PAY ATTENTION TO YOURSELF!
Because while you dig their grave…you are digging your own.

Back to 1)
If you hold onto wrath…it will wreath you….until you become a wraith.

When you refuse to forgive…you will develop a low-grade spiritual fever called, “self-pity”.

That will grow into full-blown cynicism…and a total lack of joy. 
If you don’t forgive parents that hurt you…it will twist your view of authority…and you’ll never be able to trust anyone who has any power over you.

If you don’t forgive the guy or girl who hurt you in that relationship, it will twist the way you see the opposite sex.

See, when you don’t forgive, you get trapped like a ghost. You never move on. If you’re abused and you don’t forgive…you’ll turn into an abuser. You’ll stay there. 

Your past will control your future. You’ll become a ghost.
…Now THAT’s a horror movie.

Transition: Ok, now that we know what’s on the line if we don't forgive…let’s talk about what actually has to happen for you to forgive someone’s debts against you.

2) You haven’t forgiven until you’ve empathized with, absorbed for, and blessed your enemy. 

When Jesus told his disciples to forgive their enemies seven time in a day…the disciples respond with the spiritual equivalent of “Yeah right!”

Luke 17:5
They look at Jesus and say “Increase our faith!”
In other words… “You want us to forgive someone who sins against us 7 times in a day…Unbelievable!”

See, the disciples know, just like you and I do, that forgiving someone one time is difficult…but over and over and over…sheesh…that feels impossible.

If we are going to pray like Jesus taught us to pray, Forgive us our debts AS we forgive our debtors…its probably pretty important that we understand the anatomy of “forgiving a debt”.

So I’m going to give you the 3 major building blocks of true forgiveness. 
First, Forgiveness starts with empathy.

If you aren’t “paying attention to yourself” when someone sins against you, you know what your first move will be?

You’ll start to demonize the other person.
In your mind, you’ll begin to strip away all their human qualities…and you’ll only want to see them as a devil.

You know why we do that?
Because we feel justified in hating the devil.
If we make someone into a caricature of evil, it doesn’t matter what you say about them to other people…it doesn’t matter you think about them in your head…because they become not only your enemies…but you make them into God’s enemies too.

If you want an example of this, well, I’d look at most any article that a liberal democrat posted about Donald Trump over the last 6 months on Facebook.  Or look at any article that a conservative republican posted about Hillary Clinton.

Ever notice what the pictures that are attached to those articles look like?
They were always each candidate in their worst moments. 
They were always looking evil, angry, sometimes…demonic.

They looked they’d kill you if you got on an elevator with them.
When we have a reason to hate someone…every single one of us has this twisted desire to make them non-human.

That’s why when slave trade was happening in this country, African Americans were legally deemed as property. As things…instead of people. 
Later, they had to be viewed as 3/5 of person.
Because to think of someone that you are going to so badly mistreat as a human being, created in the image of God, just like you … well…it because a lot more difficult to mistreat them.

But look what Jesus says after he tells us to “Pay Attention to yourself!”

Luke 17:3
He says, “If your brother sins”
He not only immediately humanizes our enemies…he brings them into the family.

Jesus isn’t just saying, “Don’t demonize your enemy”…
…he’s saying, “Give him your last name.”

Look at how Miroslav Volf puts it in his book A Spacious Heart
“Forgiveness flounders because I exclude the enemy from the community of humans and exclude myself from the community of sinners.”- Miroslav Volf, A Spacious Heart

See, not only do we demonize our enemies…we lionize ourselves when someone sins against us.
We cut off our enemy from community of humans,…and we see ourselves as outside the community of sinners.

See,  Forgiveness starts with empathy.
Instead of dehumanizing your enemy, think of your similarities. 
Think of what you share.
One, you are both sinners. Neither of you are righteous.
Two, you both are made in God’s image. God loves you both.
Neither of you are all good or all bad…
Both of you are weak…both of you are in need of God’s grace.
Both of you have deep inner longings to be known and loved…and both of you have become twisted in
 the way you find that kind of relationship.

Before you do anything else, empathize. When someone wrongs you, think of how similar you are to them…not how different they are from you.

The second building block to 
The heart of forgiveness is to absorb your enemy’s debt. 

Its interesting that when Jesus teaches us to pray about forgiveness, he does so using economic terms.
He says we should pray that God would forgive our “debts” as we forgive our “debtors”

I love that, because we that’s exactly how we naturally think about other’s sin against us. 
We talk about revenge in terms of “You owe me.” Or “Time for payback.”

And talking about sin in economic terms helps us see something very true about the nature of sin.
It cannot be swept under the rug. It doesn’t fade away with time. 

You can’t do sin like that anymore than you can do debts like that.
Think about it.
If I steal $100 from you, and then you come to me and say, “Hey, give me back my money.”
Imagine if I said, “Just forgive me. It doesn’t cost you anything.”

You’d say, “uhhhhhhhhh…It cost me $100 bro.”
See, to forgive someone, means that you clear their debt.
It means you tell them, “you don’t owe me anymore”

But to do that, you have to absorb the cost of their sin.
You have be willing NOT TO MAKE THEM PAY.
See, we feel like the other person owes us their suffering. 
…and we need to make them suffer. 

Here’s how that looks practically.
Some times its outward and overt. 
You know, you yell and scream and cuss. That’s how you bring suffering into their lives. 
Or you slash tires…or all the other stuff Carrie Underwood does to her boyfriend’s car in that one song where she’s really mad. 

 But for most of us, revenge is not that overt.
For most of us…its under the surface….like an underground root of bitterness. 
We do something insidious, and subversive to make them pay the debt.
We gossip about them and disguise it as a prayer request.

We try to destroy their reputation…and pretend we’re just warning other people about them…

But sometimes…our payback is even sneakier. The root is WAY deeper…much more hidden.
This is why Jesus says, “PAY ATTENTION TO YOURSELF”, because the ugliest form of unforgiveness, the kind that turns you into a ghost, rarely even sees the light of day. Its hidden in the darkest parts of you heart.

You know what it looks like?
Its just you, secretly, sometimes even subconsciously, rooting for your enemies unhappiness. 
Rooting for their pain…wishing for their suffering.

So, how do you do it. How do you absorb someone’s debt. How do you not make them pay?
Well, I’m going to warn you…its going to be a temporary loss for you. Its going to hurt. Its going to feel worse than losing $100. Its going to feel like you’re swallowing knives….and in a way you are. 
Because all the thoughts, all the comments you intended to cut them with…are now going down your throat and cutting you.

See, when you want to scream at them…you don’t. 
When you open your mouth to gossip…you don’t.
And as your paying attention to yourself…and you find that deep-seated root of bitterness growing in your heart…when you think that thought, wish that wish, for your enemy’s suffering…

…you pray for them.
You pray for God to be gracious with them. To open their eyes to his love…
…and after you do this…over and over and over and over…
…once you stop putting gasoline on the fire…

the fire of your bitterness will die.

Listen, when someone sins against you…it hurts. Bad.
But there are only 2 things you can do. Either make your enemy pay…or you pay for them. 
Either put your wrath on them…or absorb it.
Either cut them with the knife of your revenge…or swallow the knife and be cut yourself. 

But you must know, if you swallow the knife…if you absorb the debt…it will end in your freedom. 
If you absorb your own wrath…you won’t be twisted like a wreath…and you won’t turn into a wraith…a ghost of yourself consumed by your past.

…and then you’ll finally be able to do what Jesus calls you to do to your fellow man. See..

You know you’ve forgiven when you can finally bless those who used to be your enemy.

After Jesus tells his disciples to pay attention to themselves…he turns their attention outward to their brothers to do 2 things.

Luke 17:3-4
He tells them to rebuke your brother…and forgive him.
Now right here, we can put something to bed.

The idea that talking to another person about their sin is always rooted in bitterness is absolutely destroyed here.
Jesus is saying, “Once your bitterness is gone….once you’ve dealt with the dark in your heart…then you can see clearly to rebuke them.”
Once you’ve removed the log from your own eye…you can SEE CLEARLY to remove the speck from your brother or sister’s eye.

Jesus absolutely wants you to judge sin…and to do what you can to remove it from your own life, and the lives of your brothers and sisters.
To rebuke someone, to tell them their sin is killing them, is an act of love…it does not flow from a root of bitterness.

And then, when they repent…Jesus says, You must forgive them.
See, to rebuke someone is to want their blessing. 
Its to want sin to be removed from their life…because you know that the accuser, the Devil, is prowling around like a roaring lion waiting for someone to devour.

To rebuke someone is to say, “I love you too much to let you get on an elevator with the devil. I love you too much to let the Devil carry you to hell.”

When you bring up someone else’s sin to them in an effort to turn them around… you are doing the most loving thing in the universe.

Young folks…you are being fed a message by our culture that people who talk to you about the ways you are killing yourself with sin are just negative voices in your life….that they are curses to be removed.
You are being led to believe that when someone disagrees with you, opposes you, that they are evil and you need not listen.

I’m telling you right now…that’s the devil just trying to get you on the elevator so he can take you to hell.

Rebuke is a blessing…its not a curse. 
Rebuke is not opposite of forgiveness…it's a product of forgiveness.
Rebuke is not opposing your enemy….its loving your brother.

How do I know this? Because this is exactly the way God treated me.

3) You will forgive others when you see how God forgave you. 

The reason I love the end to the movie Devil, is because of how accurately it depicts the power of the words “I’m sorry” and “I forgive you”

But it tells another truth, too.
It shows that forgiveness comes more naturally when you see humility and love substitute for evil.

In that elevator, when Tony is holding the dying woman in his lap…the thing that most angers the devil are the words.
“Take me instead.”

The next exchange between Tony and the devil seems hopeless…but it's the start of a resurrection.

In a scene that seems like can only end in Tony’s death…results in his freedom.
He says to the devil, “Take me instead. I deserve this.”
He says… “I know I’m not good. I know I can’t make up for my sins.”
…and when the devil asks him, “Do you think you can be forgiven…he says, “No.”

And on the other end of the security camera monitor….that detective is watching. 
And when he sees Tony’s humility…his selflessness…his willingness to substitute for this dying woman…that opens his heart up to forgive.

In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus links our forgiveness of others with his forgiveness of us.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 6:12 & 14-15
Do you know how God forgave you?
He substituted.

Well, first, he empathized.
In a manger in Bethlemhem, the God of the universe humbled himself, and came into the world of those who despised him.
He became a part of our world, our community.

Then, he absorbed our debt.
On the cross, in Jesus Christ, God himself said, “Take me instead. I don’t deserve this, but they do…and I’m substituting for them.”
He absorbed the righteous wrath of God for us…so that we could be saved.

And finally, he blessed us.
When he resurrected, he attached us to himself so that the Devil can’t take us to hell for our sin, because Jesus removed our sin from us.

And now, the Scripture says he has blessed us with every spiritual blessing…

See, you can forgive others by empathizing, absorbing, and blessing…because you know that’s how God forgave you. 

And just like that detective, once you see that substitution…once you see on the cross how much pain he went through to forgive you an infinite debt…you can, in joy, forgive those who owe you much less.

And guess, what…now that you know God has already forgiven your sin, you can openly receive rebuke from your brothers and sisters, too. 

INVITATION….to deacons, baptism (repentance)and to Lords Supper
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