Series Slide
I listened to an interview with Slavik Pyzh this week.
 
He’s the seminary president of Ukrainian Baptist Theological Seminary- the one we are helping with your financial generosity.

The seminary under his leadership, has transformed into a refugee camp. They are taking in more than 350 people a day, mostly women and children. They feed them, provide clothing, showers and food…then they arrange transportation for them to take them across the border into Poland.

Listen to some things that he said in this interview.

“I never imagined we would be in this situation.
Its really difficult to believe.
The first couple of days were panic and fear…then a realization that all of this is not a dream.”

He said they are seeing Russians killing women and children in the streets who are trying to get out of the warzones.

Additionally- Slavik said that he is angry at some of the Xian leaders in their country. In some churches- the pastors were the first ones to leave in their congregations.

He said, “My Xian identity was shaken big time, because I saw these guys leaving. I see people that don’t have any kind of spiritual allegiance staying. So I think God is cleansing the church. He is showing us who is who.”

Slavik also said that people are more open to hearing the gospel of Jesus than ever.

He said, “Now you don’t even need to preach for people to believe in God.

They observe what you do.
They can’t believe that we would serve them.

We pray for big miracle.
But we are seeing smaller miracles in the hearts of people.

And in this he is changing me and them with compassion and love.
That's actually the bigger miracle.

Before war we were praying to minister to more people. Didn’t expect it this quickly and in this way.

We don’t need to teach them, but practice what we believe with them.

Doesn’t matter how long it takes to get rid of Russians, we have already won. The spirit of the people is rising up. People are rising up in the streets protesting without weapons. Victory already on our side.

Just depends on how many lives we have to lose before the Russians leave.”

He then asked for prayer- for a miracle to end the war. 
For resources and funds to care for the refugees.
And finally, he asked for us, the church, to pray that their people would remain humane after the war is over. 

He said, “I don't want us to become bitter. We need spiritual strength to face uncertainty and injustice. When you see all these children (dying)- you really want to kill (the Russians). I really want us to remain humane.”

When most of us hear the word “Passion”, we don’t think of its original meaning. Suffering.

We think of zeal. Or being really into something.
Its interesting- how facing suffering (Passion) can really expose what we are Passionate about. Or willing to suffer for. 

Passionate- what are you willing to suffer for?

Title Slide “Overselling & Selling Out: How Outer Darkness Exposes Inner Passion”- Luke 22:35-62

Slavik is willing to suffer the women and children being driven out of their country by war. He’s Passionate. But the other thing I love about Slavik- is that he recognizes how Passion can also overtake- and not allow you to see evil, hate, bitterness) darkness creeping up inside of you. 

Its difficult to keep a watch both OUTSIDE of you to love in the face of hate…and INSIDE of you, to be sure you don’t become WHAT you hate.

What Slavik and the Ukrainian Baptist Seminary staff are doing- is an incredible representation of Jesus. Because its what Jesus did during his darkest moments- and its what his disciples- who were more like those pastors that were the first ones to flee Ukraine- its what they DID NOT do.

Luke 22:35-62
35 He also said to them,“When I sent you out without money-bag, traveling bag, or sandals, did you lack anything? ”

“Not a thing,” they said.

36 Then he said to them,“But now, whoever has a money-bag should take it, and also a traveling bag. And whoever doesn’t have a sword should sell his robe and buy one. 37 For I tell you, what is written must be fulfilled in me: And he was counted among the lawless. Yes, what is written about me is coming to its fulfillment.”

38 “Lord,” they said, “look, here are two swords.”

“That is enough! ” he told them.

39 He went out and made his way as usual to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples followed him. 40 When he reached the place, he told them,“Pray that you may not fall into temptation.” 41 Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt down, and began to pray, 42 “Father, if you are willing, take this cup away from me ​— ​nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.”

43 Then an angel from heaven appeared to him, strengthening him. 44 Being in anguish, he prayed more fervently, and his sweat became like drops of blood falling to the ground. 45 When he got up from prayer and came to the disciples, he found them sleeping, exhausted from their grief. 46 “Why are you sleeping? ” he asked them.“Get up and pray, so that you won’t fall into temptation.”

47 While he was still speaking, suddenly a mob came, and one of the Twelve named Judas was leading them. He came near Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus said to him,“Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss? ”

49 When those around him saw what was going to happen, they asked, “Lord, should we strike with the sword? ” 50 Then one of them struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear.

51 But Jesus responded,“No more of this! ” And touching his ear, he healed him. 52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, temple police, and the elders who had come for him,“Have you come out with swords and clubs as if I were a criminal? 53 Every day while I was with you in the temple, you never laid a hand on me. But this is your hour ​— ​and the dominion of darkness.”

54 They seized him, led him away, and brought him into the high priest’s house. Meanwhile Peter was following at a distance. 55 They lit a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, and Peter sat among them. 56 When a servant saw him sitting in the light, and looked closely at him, she said, “This man was with him too.”

57 But he denied it: “Woman, I don’t know him.”

58 After a little while, someone else saw him and said, “You’re one of them too.”

“Man, I am not! ” Peter said.

59 About an hour later, another kept insisting, “This man was certainly with him, since he’s also a Galilean.”

60 But Peter said, “Man, I don’t know what you’re talking about! ” Immediately, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed. 61 Then the Lord turned and looked at Peter. So Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him,“Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he went outside and wept bitterly.

Transition: Today, I want to show you the sins of Judas and Peter, because they aren’t particular to Judas and Peter. We give ourselves to these sins all the time. But first, lets see why these sins come out of these men.

1) Outer Darkness reveals your Inner Passion.

Its been clear in the darkness of war in the Ukraine- that heroes- or at least stories of heroes- have emerged. The Rambo-like reply of President Zelensky when the offer was extended to airlift him out of Ukraine. “I need ammo, not a ride”- is almost urban legend.

Dark circumstances outside of you reveal your passion- for what- or whom- you are willing to suffer.

So lets look now at a very strange couple of interactions between Jesus and his disciples to this play out in Jesus’ final evening before he is crucified.

The passage that we just read directly follows the last supper, where Jesus warned his disciples that someone was going to betray him.

All the disciples were sort of beside themselves- arguing about who it was. 

Matthew’s Gospel tells us that each disciple, including Judas & Peter, said “Surely, its not me, Lord!”

In other words, the disciples had just witnessed Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem…they were all sitting around a table eating a Passover meal while their leader talked about a new Kingdom. From which they immediately argued over who was the greatest. Matthew’s gospel also tells us that theses arguments were not isolated. They happened multiple times. And it seems that the content of these “Who’s number one?” kind of arguments were who gets to sit next to King Jesus in his kingdom. Who is the Vice President and Secretary of State?

My point is- that until Jesus is arrested in the Garden- none of the disciples really understand how dark things are going to get. Sure, they understand they have a fight on their hands with the Romans…and they have to shake off the pesky Jewish leaders- but they really believe they’ve come to Jerusalem to kick tail and chew bubble gum…and they’re all out of bubble gum.

So- of course- this room full of young men in their late teens is full of bravado and confidence- and none of them hear the darkness that Jesus is telling them is coming.

This is absolutely evident in this confusing bit about Jesus and swords.

V 35
First Jesus reminds the disciples that he sent them out earlier two by two proclaim the good news of his coming Kingdom. And when he did he told them not to take any money or extra clothes. Because, he told them, they could rely on people of peace who would take them in, feed them, give them a bed, and listen to what they had to say.

Kind of like the people going to the Ukranian seminary. 

V 36-37
But now, Jesus is saying, you can’t count on that. He does this through what seems to be a figure of speech. In other words, he is merely trying to tell them- people are going to oppose you now, instead of welcome you…so take money and swords, instead of a robe. Expect opposition. He even uses this prophesy in Isaiah about being counted among the lawless. (Which if they had bothered to talk with him about, would have discovered that passage is about a Messiah who is a suffering servant, not a militant warrior).

V 38
So the disciples respond, exactly how you might expect bloodthirsty teenage boys to respond “HEY! He said SWORDS!”
I can see these guys as soon as the word “Sword” comes out of Jesus mouth, Simon the zealot pulls two out from under his robe- like he’s a Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle “Hey, look what I found, fellas!”

Interestingly, we don’t get the tone of Jesus’ reply. I’ve always read it like “sure, two swords is enough…because I don't really intend that you use them while he rolls his eyes at their misunderstanding.” I mean think about it. You really think Jesus is asking them to take on the Roman Guard with two swords and 11 guys? 
I can see Peter and the Zealot- who undoubtedly called themselves Simon & Simon- saying to the other guys “You guys distract ‘em, then we’ll jump out of the bushes when and bum rush ‘em!”

But maybe Jesus is actually saying “OK, you idiots, THAT IS ENOUGH!- sort of like a frustrated Dad trying to get the kids to take something seriously.- not unlike Dave from Alvin and the Chipmunks.

V 49-50
This all comes to a head when Judas shows up with a mob to arrest Jesus. And I love how they ask Jesus if its time to strike with the sword, but don’t wait for him to answer. Another Gospel tells us its Simon Peter that strikes the blow- I can see Peter actually asking this question mid swing.

V 51-52
Then Jesus, consistent with his previous “THAT IS ENOUGH BOYS!” says “ALVINNNNNNNNN!!!!!!” 
He calmly reattaches the ear of this solidier, and then rebukes the mob for coming at him with weapons. We could have done this peacefully- he is saying.

V 53
Then he says what is really going on. This is your hour. It's the time when darkness overtakes the light. There is no more hopeful spin o this situation for the disciples. It has becoming utterly clear to them, now they have to make a choice- suffer and die with Jesus… or desert him and preserve their lives.

They all choose the latter.

Back to 1)
Why?
The same reason those Ukranian pastors fled when Russian boots crossed the border.
…and the same reason you and I do it.

Because our Inner Passion- what we are willing to suffer for- is exposed in outer darkness.

What comes out of you when you are squeezed?
You can be a cool and confident person when the money’s in the bank, and the kids are making good grades, and sun is high in the sky…
But what happens when you lose your job, when a spouse leaves you, and when your kids’ future seems precarious at best?

Who are you then?
If you want to know what is really important to a person- who they really are- don’t watch them when they are winning- watch them when they lose.

Watch them when they suffer.
Watch them when they are out of options.
If you want to know who has inner strength- watch them when outwardly they are week.
Don’t watch them on the weekend, watch them when they’re weakened.

Because then you’ll know what a person is REALLY about.
Just like Slavik and the folks at the Ukranian seminary. No one is saying “You aren’t really about love. You aren’t serious about Jesus.” No- even those that don’t follow Jesus are saying “You are serious about Jesus. You are serious about love. Because you don’t even count your life worthy self-protection- you are willing to risk your life for me.”
That is a truly passionate person.

Transition: Now lets look at Judas, Peter, and Jesus to see 3 ways we respond to outer darkness.

2) In darkness- you’ll Sell Out, Oversell, or Light Up.

Lets start with Judas.
John’s gospel gives us a hint that Judas hedging his bets with Jesus. John tells us that Judas was the treasurer of this group and he was stealing from the money bag.

And, Judas sells Jesus out for 30 pieces of silver.
But what Judas does here, is not mainly about money.
Rather- its about jumping off what he perceives is a sinking ship.
Its selling out.

Remember when Jesus told a parable about a dishonest manager earlier in Luke’s gospel? When the money manager found out he was going to be fired for stealing- he went to all the people who owned his master and negotiated with them, so when he was fired- he would have a safe place to land.

Sometimes I wonder if Jesus wasn’t winking at Judas when he told that story. It's a story of a sell out.

That’s what sell-outs do. Fair weather fans. When things get dark on the outside- their darkness comes out of the inside. They preserve themselves to the detriment of their team, as they ingratiate themselves to those that would give them what they are really after.

Think of it. Its not that Judas isn’t willing to suffer. He knows he’ll suffer. 
V 48
Judas is able to approach Jesus to kiss him because Jesus is his Rabbi, and Judas is Jesus’ disciple. They’ve spent 3 years together. And its not like Judas was a secret agent for the devil. Judas believed Jesus- thought he was worth following. He was close enough to kiss Jesus. And what we see later from Judas shows us how painful his betrayal was.

So Judas was willing to suffer- just not for Jesus. 
He was willing to endure the pain of betraying Jesus- because the outer darkness exposed what his real Passion was. Money. Safety. Being on the right side of Power and influence. Judas was willing to suffer for that. It's the whole reason he followed Jesus in the first place- because he thought that was where they were headed. But as soon as it became clear he was losing his real god- He sold out.

Back to 2)
Now, let me ask you- what are you selling out Jesus for? 
Are you following Jesus because you are really after something else other than Jesus?
Because you will only keep that up as long you perceive that Jesus will give you what you want. But Jesus says you have a cross to bear. The darkness is coming- the suffering is real. Are you following Jesus because he is God- and what he says is true? If so- when the darkness comes- you’ll cling to him in your weakness.
If not- you’ll sell out.

Now to Peter.
Peter’s sin is Overselling. Its overestimating his own abilities.
If Judas thought that Jesus wouldn’t be enough…Peter thought that he doesn’t really need to rely on Jesus.
Peter thought he had what it takes within himself to –GASP- protect Jesus…as if Jesus needs protecting.

Peter refuses to be weak.

V 33
He’s already told Jesus- “I’ll go with you to Prison or to death!”
See Peter thinks he is ready. 
The problem of Peter is that he is overselling who he actually is.
In a time he should be listening to and relying on Jesus- he is busy trying to convince Jesus that Jesus should lean on him.

Public Service Announcement. 
Jesus does not call disciples- even today’s disciples- because he is in a bind and really needs someone to help him out.

I’ve told you- the way we partner with God to bring love to bear in other people’s lives is a bit like when a parent lets their 4 year old kid help wash dishes- or mow the lawn.

Its not that the parent needs the help- in fact- the kid usually makes the job harder and more messy.
They are doing it because good parents like to do things with their kids.

But Peter thinks he is absolutely CRUCIAL to the mission. 
He’s not.

V 34

So Jesus reminded Peter- “You’re not as strong as you think you are. You are overselling yourself. In fact, you are going to be chief denier. You’ll do it 3 times- just to prove to you its not a fluke. I’ll give you 2 opportunities to repent- to change your mind and make good on your big promise. But you won’t. You’ll double and triple down. And in the end- when you oversell- you’ll end up just like Judas- selling out. 

V 59-60
 And sure enough- Peter, in an attempt to ingratiate himself to those who would give him safety…in an act of self-protection- afraid to expose his weakness- he sells Jesus out. 
Because those who overconfidently oversell themselves will end up selling out. 
Peters usually turn into Judas’.

V 61-62
And, once again, its not that Peter wasn’t willing to suffer. 
Look at the pain. He locks eyes with Jesus- suffering for him. Being wrongly accused in his place. Taking beatings with a crown of thorns. And Peter could have at that point repented. He could have said- “Take me too!” He could have said “I’m with him!”
But he didn’t. Instead- he ran away. And it hurt. He suffered. He wept bitterly.
But these are not tears of repentance. They are tears of his passion. Inner passion coming out in the outer darkness.

He chooses these tears of bitterness- he’s willing to suffer in this way- as long as he can preserve his own life. He sells Jesus out.

Back to 2)
Let me ask you now?
How are you overselling yourself to Jesus?
Is your social media page filled with swords that cut down “the enemy” that’s come against Jesus? You know- the Democrat or Republican enemy that Jesus needs protecting from?

Are you are the confident crusader that poor little Jesus needs to step up with a sword or else what will happen to Jesus’ church?

Are you the one constantly defending the Bible, while you overlook the very things Jesus calls you to do IN the Bible?

You are overselling yourself now- but watch out- when the darkness comes you’ll find yourself selling out.
You aren’t passionate about Jesus- you are passionate about the platform and power that you think Jesus has brought to you.

Last, and definitely not least is Jesus. Now we see the Passion of the Christ.
Where is it?
Its in the garden at the Mount of Olives.
The Olive Garden. 
Notice- Jesus goes to the Olive Garden- AFTER he’s already eaten. You know why? Because Jesus knows that their ain’t nothin’ Italian happenin’ at the Olive Garden. He’s willing to suffer- but know need to rub salt in the wound with defrosted Minestrone.

V 42-44
Look what Jesus prays.
He sees the suffering on the cross that is coming to him.
Jesus is about to experience the rejection of his disciples- which will hurt.
But not as badly as the rejection of his Father.

That’s what he is in anguish about. He’s not sweating drops of blood because he is afraid of the physical pain- as bad is it was going to be. 
He is in anguish because he’s tasting- for the first time- abandonment. Rejection- from God the Father.

He’s gone- as he always had- to a deserted place to pray. But on the other end- he only gets temporary relief from his suffering. An angel comes to minister to him- just like when he walked out of the desert when he was tempted by Satan. 

But the Father’s answer is no. No. you must go all the way through with the cross. 

On the other side-you know is life- resurrection- the salvation of the people I sent you to save. This is Jesus’ Passion. He is willing to suffer for to complete the Father’s plan and to save us from our sin- to save us from our overselling and selling him out.

V 45-46
And he comes out of that prayer- sweating blood, exhausted.
And in the darkness- he doesn’t find men that are willing to pray with and for him- or to go with him to death- he finds disciples asleep.

A pretty popular thing to do in the darkness when you’re exhausted.

V 32
Delivering blessing- encouraging offering hope of repentance for after the darkness passes- indeed he’ll return in the light of the Resurrection to Peter to restore him.

V 51
Look- he’s healing.
Notice he’s not correcting their theology. He’s not raising money to send them access to their website for articles about the Deity of the Christ.

He’s healing. He’s reconnecting ears to bodies.
He’s praying. He’s encouraging. 

V 61
And this look at Peter. In the middle of all the injustice… this is not a look of condemnation or shame. That makes no sense. Jesus is on the way to the cross to absorb the wrath of God and condemnation of sin- he’s not into passing it out to others. 
This is a look of Love. This is Jesus, the author and perfector of Peter’s faith looking to the joy set before him, overlooking the shame and pain of the cross- to his Passion- Peter…and all those that he would forgive and restore through his death and resurrection.

Of course, Peter in his fear and shame- after overselling and selling out- thinks his fate is sealed. An outcast. A failure. A traitor. A loser.

But Jesus- with words of encouragement about Peter’s eventual restoration, with prayers for him, with healing to his enemies- and with this beautiful look of love- of deep passion for those he is willig to suffer for- is spreading light.

Back to 3)
 He’s lighting up the darkness.
And those who receive Jesus’ loving look, those who know his forgivenss- who have been restored and renewed by his cross and resurrection- who have overcome their shame and now follow him in weakness.
Well- you have no further to look than Slavik at that Ukranian Seminary.

In the middle of suffering- instead of running away, they stayed. They pray. They love and heal. They work for safety of the vulnerable.

He’s able to speak blessing. Even seeing what God is doing in the light- in the middle of all the darkness. He sees the other side  of the Cross. He sees people trusting Jesus. In a way, God is putting ears back on people to hear the gospel in Ukraine as they see they witness and benefit from the sacrificial love of Slavick and that seminary team.
You can even hear them praying! Just like Jesus commanded his disciples to do in the darkness. Pray that you don’t fall into temptation. 
And Slavicks prayer- what he requests you to pray- Is that thewydon’t hate. They don’t sell out and take up the sword of revenge. Rather- that they see their enemies as humans. That Peter and Judas both have the sin of selling God out. They just want to help their enemies see the resurrection of Jesus and repent. 

They are lighting up the darkness.
In the outer darkness of war and injustice- their inner passion is showing- and its LIGHT!

[bookmark: _GoBack]Because, just like Slavick said, in Jesus, “They already know they have the victory. Its just a question of how many of them have to lose their lives before the resurrection.”

Lets Pray.
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