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Series Slide

In 1882, Mark Twain published his first attempt at historical fiction.

It was a little book entitled “The Prince and the Pauper”.

The story is about two boys, Tom and Edward.

Tom is a poor peasant or PAUPER. 
And Edward is the son of the King of England...aka. the Prince.

The boys are the same age, and look identical.

Tom loves to hang out at the gates of palace to see if he can get a glimpse of the royal life. One day, Prince Edward comes out with his entourage, and Tom gets a little too close. The royal guards nearly beat him, but they are stopped by Prince Edward.

Edward invites Tom into the Palace, where they decide to switch places, so each can have a taste of the others’ life. 

Edward, now without the renown of a Prince that immediately draws respect and favor…experiences up close and personal the kind of poverty and injustice that Tom has faced all his life.

He sees people harshly treated in the British judicial system. Burned at the stake, flogged, and put in the stocks, and hanged for minor offenses- many times on circumstantial or very flimsy evidence.

Additionally, Edward experiences the abuse that Tom endured his whole life from his alcoholic father.

Edward, sickened by the hurt and injustice, vows to reign with mercy when he becomes King.

Eventually he has an encounter with a street gang, who are frustrated with the way the country is run and he tells them that he will one day be king and swears he will put an end to unjust laws.  But they don’t believe him. Instead, they think he is insane and so they hold a fake coronation ceremony in the street ceremony to mock him.

Edward eventually even finds himself unjustly in prison.

Meanwhile, back at the palace- Edward’s father, the King, dies. And that means that Tom, the former pauper is about to be crowned king. But Edward manages to interrupt the REAL coronation claiming that he is the ACTUAL prince. Of course no one believes him until he produces DUH DUH DUH!!!!

..the Great Seal of England…which he very wisely took with him when he left the palace. 

At that point, Edward is crowned the King, and he appoints Tom to the privileged position of King’s Ward.

From that point on, Edward rules with mercy, because of his experiences as the pauper. And Tom lives the life of royalty, because of his likeness to the King.
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Transition: Empathy precedes Justice. Empathy is deeply attached to salvation. That's one of the major themes of Mark Twain’s tale. 

And its one of the major themes of the book of Hebrews regarding Jesus. 

Hebrews 5:1-10
For every high priest taken from among men is appointed in matters pertaining to God for the people, to offer both gifts and sacrifices for sins.
2 He is able to deal gently with those who are ignorant and are going astray, since he is also clothed with weakness. 3 Because of this, he must make an offering for his own sins as well as for the people. 4 No one takes this honor on himself; instead, a person is called by God, just as Aaron was. 5 In the same way, Christ did not exalt himself to become a high priest, but God who said to him,

You are my Son;

today I have become your Father, 

6 also says in another place,

You are a priest forever

according to the order of Melchizedek. 

7 During his earthly life, he offered prayers and appeals with loud cries and tears to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. 8 Although he was the Son, he learned obedience from what he suffered. 9 After he was perfected, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10 and he was declared by God a high priest according to the order of Melchizedek.

Transition: Lets take a look at 2 ideas today. The first is…

1) Jesus fully experienced your suffering. Now you can completely endure with his power.
In Twain’s tale, the Prince had to witness a& experience firsthand a set of terribly unjust circumstances- mocking, prison, beatings- in order to come to a place where he would use his eventual role as King to combat those injustices and rule in a way that empathized with the suffering of the poor.

Because- think about it- if your days are spent insulated from all of that pain and suffering in a palace- it would be pretty easy to never really hear the cries of the people outside of the royal court.

You would likely not understand and then minimize their suffering, sometimes maybe even believing they brought it on themselves.

Often- it takes witnessing the pain- experiencing the pain- to light a fire under you to use the power you have to make a change.

This is the whole premise of that TV reality show Undercover Boss. 
You know, the one where the CEO or President of a company or franchise actually goes to a local branch and does the menial jobs of entry level employees. 

And at the end of every show, there are these people who have been underpaid and overlooked that get promotions and raises and the company enacts whole new systems and protocols to make things better for the employees.

But it takes the boss going undercover- shedding the automatic respect she gets- and doing the dirty work of the least of these.

That’s the general idea to have in your head when you read this really strange- and sometimes upsetting verse that encapsulates the point of these first 10 verses of Hebrews 5.

5:8-9
Although Jesus is the Son of God, he learned obedience from what he suffered. This can be a very unsettling statement to some of us. That Jesus learned…until he was perfected. So..

Lets first get rid of two misunderstandings about Jesus –called heresies- before we see what this actually means.
One heresy is the idea Jesus is God- and he simply parades himself as a human.

In other words, Jesus never REALLY goes through the full human experience. 
So when he’s laying in a manger in Bethlehem- he’s quietly doing complex “Good Will Hunting”- style mathematical proofs in his head while he fakes crying and pooping himself to carry out the charade of being human. 

He just grows up biding his time until he can slowly fully reveal his greatness.

On the other end of the spectrum is the idea that Jesus is a human, who just sort of has some divinity given to him on loan.

So he’s just another prophet- a really good person who made great choices, had some really good teachings- so that God specially ordained him for a purpose to be a great example to humanity.

Jesus is not presented as either of those things in Scripture. Rather- he is fully God- and he is fully human. 
But the way that strange collision works out is very interesting…and that’s what we get in these two verses.

On one hand it sounds strange that someone who is FULLY GOD had to “Learn obedience” and “be perfected”. On the other hand, it sounds strange that someone who is fully human is the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him.

So what does this mean? Literally- what in the world is this talking about- and what does this mean for you and me?

First, lets talk about that word “perfected”.
This doesn’t mean perfect as opposed to imperfect. As in sinful as opposed to without sin.

Imagine a football team practicing a game plan all week at practice. 
That game-plan is perfected when they get out on the field and execute it- winning the game. 

Or imagine planning a vacation. That plan is perfected when you go on vacation, and visit all the sites, and do all the activities you planned to do.

So Jesus didn’t start out “imperfect” as in sinful…and then become NOT SINFUL over a series of right choices.

Instead- this means that from the very beginning- in fact Scripture says from the foundation of the world- there was a plan for Jesus to heal the world. The writer of Hebrews is saying that because of Jesus’ life as the Son of God and the Greatest High Priest- he executed that plan to its fullness.

Secondly- how about “learned obedience”?
Very simply- think about the experiences of the Prince when he switched places with the Pauper. As the prince- he may have been aware of the poverty and injustice happening in his kingdom, but he had not experienced that injustice and poverty until he became the pauper.

Jesus “learning obedience” means that Jesus- real time- with all the ways that injustice and pain, and poverty, and suffering tempt us to hate, become selfish consumers, or take revenge- Jesus REALLY went through those experiences- with all of those temptations- yet, as the author said in chapter 4- was without sin.

Back to 1)
Now, lets talk about the concern that the author is addressing here.
Remember, he is writing to a group of people who are suffering and persecuted- and feel alienated and alone- wondering if following Jesus is really worth it. 

So one of things that the writer is doing in this book is making sure they know that Jesus IS worth it. 
He has spent a lot of time up front talking about how Jesus is better than angels- and Jesus is the exact imprint of the Father.
In other words- a lot of time on Jesus’ transcendence.
YOU SHOULD WORSHIP THIS GUY- HE IS THE VERY FIRE OF GOD!!!

But then the people start to think when he is talking about him empathizing with them. 

Wait a second- He’s the son of God. Maybe this is all nepotism. Maybe Jesus is like a trust fund kid. He never really does the hard work we have to do. Its all a game. He’s just this impenetrable divine being that fakes like he’s fragile to fit in.

So the writer now is making the point “no, no, no- Jesus is not like that. His experiences are real. He has to make the same decisions you do, wrestle with the same issues, he’s conflicted and pained through every experience of injustice and has to make the right choice at the right time. Sure- he’s doing it flawlessly- but he is not relying on his supernatural status. 

Rather- Jesus is using the same resources we have available to us. The Holy Spirit. Sure, there are times when the divinity of Jesus breaks through- but in Jesus endurance through suffering- he is depending on the Father and the Spirit. 

V 7
Hear him praying with tears on a cross. Like you, he is crying out to his Father. He yielded himself to a position of weakness- where even in doing his salvific work- he had to lay down the power to save himself- and entrust his resurrection to his Father.

V 4-5
Likewise, Jesus didn’t appoint himself to the position of high priest- he was called and appointed by his Father- Just like anyone who has been high Priest- all the way back to Aaron- the first high priest.

Jesus is not a narcissistic megalomaniac trust fund kid exalting himself while he pretends to understand your suffering- HE’s the Prince who has REALLY become a Pauper- Really experienced the day to day war of the temptation to quit- to give up- to curse his Father and walk away.

Back to 1)
Think about what this truth means.
First- while it doesn’t tell us WHY evil exists- it does tell us God took his own medicine. He did not insulate himself from the effects of sin- the brokenness and pain that we experience. 
In fact- he endured it all the way to a humiliating death on a cross. 
In other words- in Jesus- God knows what you’re going through. He knows the pain you have felt…the despair…the longning…the feeling of helplessness and weakness.

For 33 years- he walked in it. For 33 years- he learned obedience through suffering.

So we can trust, because empathy is necessary for Justice- that part of Jesus’ perfecting of his plan- is that he will bring EMPATHETIC Justice and salvation when he reigns as King in his kingdom. What a gift!

Additionally, this means that you and I can take heart. Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection- he has entrusted to us the same resources he relied on to endure.

Prayer to his Father. We have the ability to cry out with prayers and appeals and loud cries and tears to the one who is able to save us from death. 
We can approach the throne not in fear…but in boldness... expecting to receive grace and mercy to help us in time of need.

We also can rely on the Spirit- who reminds us that we are sons and daughters, when we are tempted to believe that our Father has abandoned us. 

Additionally, this means that we can learn through our suffering. That every ounce of pain and brokenness is a part of us completing the broken road that God has laid out for us to walk WITH him.

Think how life giving that is to this people he’s writing to.
Think how life giving that is to you!

Transition: Now for something really special…How about this Melchizedek character? He’s showing us that…

2) A Truth & Tears savior makes us a Healed & Held family.

When Prince Edward became King, he didn’t just switch things back to the way they were…leaving Tom to fend for himself as a pauper.

No, when they switched back roles- He used his power to elevate Tom to King’s Ward.
You know what a Kings’ Ward is?
It's a child who needs help that the King brings into his court and adopts as a son or daughter.

When Jesus resurrected and sat down at the right hand of his Father as a reigning King- he didn’t just say- Oh I feel your pain, humanity.
No- He made us Kings’ Wards. He made us family. 
He gave us the status of brothers and sisters- of children of his Father.

That’s exactly the way Scripture describes our status. King’s Kids.

So with that lense- lets take a look at Melchizedek.
V 5b-6 (start at “but God said”)
Notice first, quoting from Psalm 2 and Psalm 110- the writer says “Jesus is the SON of God”- and “He is a Priest like Melchizedek.”

V 9-10
Again at the end of this passage- it says that Jesus became the source of our eternal salvation and he is high priest like Melchizedek.

Just after this he’s going to digress into a pastoral butt-chewing…and then encourage them…
And then in Chapter 7 he’s going fully work out this Melchizedek idea…
So I’m not going to go too deep into it this morning- as we’ll be doing that in a couple of weeks.
Also- come back next week for a pastoral butt-chewing and encouragement. 

In these verses he’s saying “Jesus is the son of God- He’s better than the angels. He’s God. He’s the source of eternal salvation! He has all the resources to rescue you from your sinful malady.”

Then he’s saying- “Jesus is also a high priest” 
V 3
He makes the point here, and in other places about priests- that a priest is clothed in weakness. He knows what it feels like to struggle with sin. IN other words, priests are empathetic.
But the problem with Priests- is they have to keep making sacrifices for sins…because they are sinners too.

So the SON of God distinction of Jesus makes him POWERFUL enough to do something about our sin.
The PRIEST distinction of Jesus makes him an empathetic savior that isn’t just going through the motions- he is deeply loving us…and feeling for us as he does.

V 10
Now to Melchizedek.
Who I will heretofore call Melchy.

Melchy shows up in a few short verses in the book of Genesis in chapter 14.

Gen 14:18-20
After Abram wins this battle against a group of kings who are threatening his nephew- This mysterious figure- Melchy- who is the King of Salem- or the King of Peace- or King of Righteousness- or King of WHOLENESS might be the best way to express it in English.

And he is also a priest. 
Because he bestows a blessing from God on Abraham. And Abraham makes an offering through this priest to God. Gives him a tenth of everything.

And that’s it. That's all for Melchy.
He’s this shadowing figure who is both the King of Wholness and Peace and also a Priest that blesses Abraham and serves him bread and wine in the presence of his enemies.

Kings are people of truth. 
They give commands. Edicts from on high. 
What they say, becomes law- and happens as they say it.

That is Justice.
The King sees wrong- and fixes it by his command. 
He brings wholeness by the truth he declares.
Kings have the ministry of Truth.

Priests on the other hand, largely serve in the ministry of tears.
They are constantly dealing with making sacrifices for sin. And they have the reality of dealing with their own sin.
I can tell you as a pastor- counseling and ministering to people broken by sin- as a broken sinner myself- just weighs heavy- and often- for me brings tears. Of empathy. Of exhaustion. Of frustration with sin (my own and others) and longing for better. 
A priest has a ministry of tears.

Jesus is the Son of God and the Priest in the order of Melchizedek.
He is the King of Righteousness and peace- WHOLENESS- the one who will make all things right.

He is also the great empathizer. The High Priest with a ministry of tears.

There is no story about Jesus that shows this better than the turning point of John’s gospel.

You can read it in John chapter 11.
Jesus gets word from his friends Mary and Martha that their brother, Lazarus is sick.

And on one hand, Jesus is very kingly about it. 
He doesn’t panic. He doesn’t rush. He has a plan that he is working out for the glory of God. And so, in some respects- he lets his friend Lazarus die.

When he arrives in Bethany, he encounters Martha first.
She says If you would have been here, my brother would not have died.”

He acts the King of WHolnees- with the ministry of Truth. And he blesses Martha with the truth of Resurrection. That is the table he sets before her.

John 11:25-26
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me, even if he dies, will live. 26 Everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

Then Mary says the exact same thing to him- “if you would have been here my brother would still be alive”

John 11:33-35
When Jesus saw her crying, and the Jews who had come with her crying, he was deeply moved in his spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you put him? ” he asked.

“Lord,” they told him, “come and see.”

35 Jesus wept. 

Yet this time- he is Priest. He gives her the ministry of empathy. Of Tears. The Prince becomes the Priestly Pauper. 
Think…he knows he is about to raise lazarus. But he is deeply angered and moved. He lets his emotions come out. In the most humanizing verse in the Bible for the Son of God- Jesus wept.

Back to 2)

Every soul wants to be healed (truth- wholeness- king
And held (wept over, relational, brought in as the Kings ward)

LORDS SUPPER SLIDE
Jesus reveals he has the Kings seal (exact imprint)
Jesus has mock coronation by people think he insane
Jesus switches places with us paupers
And yet he sets before us a table of bread and wine. To bless us…the broken…with Truth and tears…and we now become his family. Whole.

Healed and Held.
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