Today is Palm Sunday- the beginning of Holy Week on the Christian calendar.

This is the week in Jesus’ life that started with him surrounded by people at the peak of popularity waving palm branches…and ended with him deserted and derided- alone- nailed to a cross.

But the next Sunday, he resurrected and started a massive renewal project where he built up a new corps of friends and family that would multiply exponentially over the next 2000 years.

It started with a few women outside of an empty tomb…and then went to 12 other men…and then 500 people… and then by the book of Acts 5000 people at a time. It was, in a word- viral and contagious.

It spread with human contact- and it was airborne- One person would get up and breathe out the words of the Holy Spirit…and a whole crowd would become followers of Jesus.

Next week- we will celebrate that first Easter Sunday. Yet in a time where we aren’t thinking about the spread of the good news about Jesus overcoming death, so much as we are thinking about limiting the spread of the Covid-19 virus to prevent death.

Yet, if we are immersed in the pattern of the gospel- Death- resurrection- and then flourishing- - we’ve gotta see our current moment in a very new light. We’ve gotta understand the bigger picture- and help others to see it.

So today, we’re going to look at a case study in isolation, abandonment, and death. The Apostle Paul. A man who was himself swept up in the virality of the early movement of Xianity. Today, I want us to see how Paul viewed his dire circumstances in light of the resurrection of Jesus- because this is the way we should be thinking as we are isolated and thinking on a daily basis about disease and death.

2 Timothy is the last recorded writing we have from Paul. He was imprisoned in Rome when he wrote it- and he was preparing to die. So he writes timothy- his young protégé- with instructions on how to lead the church- in the face of difficulty, persecution, and under threat of death.

I’m not going to read all of this letter this morning, but I would encourage you this week to spend your time going through it. It has only 4 chapters which can be very simply divided up into 6 days reading and meditation. And if you read this letter knowing that Paul is isolated, imprisoned, and facing death- this Scripture will pop of the page in new ways with deeper understanding.

For today, I’m going to sample a few parts of this letter to put together a bigger picture.

2 Timothy 1:3-12
3 I thank God, whom I serve with a clear conscience as my ancestors did, when I constantly remember you in my prayers night and day. 4 Remembering your tears, I long to see you so that I may be filled with joy. 5 I recall your sincere faith that first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and now, I am convinced, is in you also.

6 Therefore, I remind you to rekindle the gift of God that is in you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but one of power, love, and sound judgment.

8 So don’t be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord, or of me his prisoner. Instead, share in suffering for the gospel, relying on the power of God. 9 He has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began. 10 This has now been made evident through the appearing of our Savior Christ Jesus, who has abolished death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 For this gospel I was appointed a herald, apostle, and teacher, 12 and that is why I suffer these things. But I am not ashamed, because I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that he is able to guard what has been entrusted to me until that day. -- 2 Timothy 1:8-12 (CSB)

2 Timothy 2:22-3:5
Flee from youthful passions, and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart. 23 But reject foolish and ignorant disputes, because you know that they breed quarrels. 24 The Lord’s servant must not quarrel, but must be gentle to everyone, able to teach, and patient, 25 instructing his opponents with gentleness. Perhaps God will grant them repentance leading them to the knowledge of the truth. 26 Then they may come to their senses and escape the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.

But know this: Hard times will come in the last days. 
2 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, proud, demeaning, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, without love for what is good, 4 traitors, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to the form of godliness but denying its power. Avoid these people. 

2 Timothy 4:6-18 
For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time for my departure is close. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 There is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me, but to all those who have loved his appearing. 

9 Make every effort to come to me soon, 10 because Demas has deserted me, since he loved this present world, and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Only Luke is with me. Bring Mark with you, for he is useful to me in the ministry. 12 I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When you come, bring the cloak I left in Troas with Carpus, as well as the scrolls, especially the parchments. 14 Alexander the coppersmith did great harm to me. The Lord will repay him according to his works. 15 Watch out for him yourself because he strongly opposed our words.

16 At my first defense, no one stood by me, but everyone deserted me. May it not be counted against them. 17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me, so that I might fully preach the word and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 18 The Lord will rescue me from every evil work and will bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever! Amen. -- 

2 Timothy 4:22
The Lord be with your spirit. Grace be with you all. 

1) Fearlessness comes from understanding the Resurrection- not from ignorance of our circumstances.

Paul is very honest about his time coming to an end. He doesn’t apply “Not having a spirit of fear” with pretending death is not real and near.
Paul’s fearlessness does not come from ignoring death, but applying the resurrection
Have we relied on the resurrection as the hope for our whole life- or just for the end of life that we can stave off with our modern medicine
Encourages to help people 
And, for those who won’t listen encourages him to avoid people…like Alexander the coppersmith.
It is not a spirit of fear to avoid. Sometimes it is the wise and loving thing.
That’s what we are dealing with now in Corona.


2) Even in our own dire circumstances- We are called to remember God and others above self.
List of people at the end
 Sound judgment means self-discipline- an awareness of what is required in the moment. 
Thinking about the furthering of the gospel to more and more people- strategizing for it.
Moved to tears remembering Timothy- longing to see him. Giving greetings to people and giving thanks for people who have ministered to him.
APP- I’ve been so deeply grateful and moved by your emails, or notes by snail mail I and our pastoral team have received during this time.
Paul’s final letter to Timothy contains some of the strongest words about Scripture- That it is breathed out by God and perfectly capable of equipping us for every good work. That’s because as we face persecution, or disease, or death, or suffering-  things that would arise that spirit of fear in us- he wants us to be sure of the reliability of the Scriptures to not only bring comfort- but an eternal purpose.

3) Keep a watch for the sins that come out of you during this time…and trace that smoke back to the fire.
Its so interesting- that Paul even though he is unjustly imprisoned by the Roman Government- he says that he is a prisoner of Christ.
He sees Christ authority over the Roman Government.
He sees his isolation as something- that God is using in his life.
Not an opportunity to blame the government.

And there is this incredible focus during this letter not to make sure that the Roman Government gets what is coming to them…but a call to holiness.

Holiness simply means to be set apart for God’s purpose.
That means to be a vessel through which the gospel story of Jesus death and resurrection can make sense to other people.

Paul warns in this letter not of the sins of the Roman government, but of the sorts of things that will begin to come out of people under the pressure of persecution and suffering.
People becoming lovers of self, and lovers of money, boastful, proud, demeaning, disobedient, ungrateful and unloving. Slanderers and without love for what is good

Suffering doesn’t cause the junk that comes out of you. It exposes what is already there. 

Don’t fan smoke.
Don’t blame the circumstance.
Instead, follow that smoke to its root- the evil in your own heart…and repent. 

1 John 1:8–10

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

Whitney’s videos.
City Church together –prayer and Scripture- 
Taking and responding to your questions- elders@borocitychurch.com
After this sermon- Lords supper- then spend time talking you're your group about what is coming OUT of you during this time…and pray for one another- reassuring each other of God’s faithfulness to see us through- this disease, our death…and our sin. 

We are moving this week toward resurrection Sunday…and we are moving through the darkness of this virus toward something much better than normal life- BUT TO SPIRIT FILLED REVIVAL!


Lord’s Supper reminds of the gospel we celebrate. Yes, there is a darkness and a pain to this moment, but Jesus has overcome death. He has overcome our sin. We have hope, like Paul, that transcends our circumstances and allows us to press on… to finish the race, to fight the good fight of faith…while we contribute to this worldwide viral pandemic spread of the good news of Jesus Christ- and contribute to stopping the spread of the COvid-19.
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