Elders and Gavels: How God’s People Flourish…Together

ON May 21, 2008 5 year old Maria Sue was playing on the monkey bars in her back yard with her sisters. Laughing and giggling, they were unable to jump up to reach the bars but they just saw someone driving up who could help them.  Driving slowly around the corner was their older brother Will. They talked amongst themselves and determined that it was Will who could help them reach and conquer the monkey bars on that 75 degree warm spring day. 

In a rush for help Maria Sue ran to the driveway and as Will turned the corner Maria Sue ran in front of his SUV but it was too late for him to stop. 17 year old Will Franklin accidentally ran over his little sister Maria Sue. Their dad, Steven Curtis Chapman saw the entire accident unfold. He rushed to the side of his ailing daughter, performed CPR until the paramedics arrived and later rushed to the ER with his wife, Mary Beth.

Will Franklin stricken with grief that he had just run over his little sister, doubled over with grief in the yard. But before his mom and dad rushed to the hospital to say goodbye to their daughter, Steven Curtis Chapman rolled down the window and yelled out to his son, “Will Franklin, your father loves you.”

Will Franklin, your father loves you.

I wonder just how deep that statement penetrated his broken heart at the time. In the minutes after his parents sped away to the ER and as he literally took off sprinting away from his house and his family I wonder if that statement was able to be a soothing ointment in the middle of the grief. When his older brother chased him down, tackled him, and told him, “You can’t leave, you can’t leave. Everything’s going to be ok. We love you. You can’t leave.” I wonder how those words settled over him.

“You can’t leave. Everything’s going to be ok. Will Franklin, your father loves you.”

Those are words that are not just believed in a moment. Those are words that you hear over and over and over and over and over and over and over that establish meaning. Hearing those words and phrases time and time again make you feel you belong and then, then when they’re called upon they penetrate to the heart in spite of whatever is going on. They mean something.

Will Franklin knew his father loved him bc his father had told him hundreds if not thousands of times that he had loved him. Will Franklin knew that his older brother Caleb loved him not because he told him the first time on that fateful day but bc he had told him hundreds of time before. Will Franklin knew he was loved and he belonged in spite of feeling the opposite. When he was doubled over in grief feeling alone, his dad reminded him he was loved. When he literally tried to run away from the grief, his older brother chased him down and told him he was loved.

An accident like this is not just something that you just get over. Steven Curtis Chapman in his music and his sons of Colony House in their music often talk of the brokenness and difficulty of that experience and the loss they still feel. But in the middle of all it, they continue to entrust themselves to God. Yes, they ask why? Yes they’ve yelled at God. Yes, they still cry every May 21st when they get together to remember their daughter and sister, Maria Sue. But in the middle of all of it the family has endured. They cling to one another and in an interview with the family Steven Curtis Chapman said this, “It sure didn’t and still doesn’t make sense. But I never felt like God had abandoned us.”

You see, in the middle of difficulty, in the middle of suffering, depending on what you believe about God, depending on the thoughts you have towards him and about him, will not only affect how you do the “faith-in-God things” reading your Bible, going to church, praying, but it will also affect the way you relate to the people you’ve committed yourself to, the other person in your marriage, the people in your family, and as today’s passage shows us…the people in your church family. 

Elders and Gavels: How God’s People Flourish…Together

Depending on what you believe about God will put you in one of two places. 

Wonderment or judgment. 

In wonderment, you come to God expressing  your frustration, expressing your anger, expressing how you feel, expressing how you hate the situation that you’re facing but in the end… you cry out to Him for help, for him to help you resolve the anger, for him to bring peace in the chaos, for him to bring calm to your anxiety, for Him to help you trust him. Wonderment is a place of respect. 

You come to say time and again, “God I don’t know why, but I know I can trust you. I’m in wonder of your care of me. I don’t understand it but I respect, honor, and trust you.”

In Judgment, you basically express all the same feelings. You express your dissatisfaction with the circumstances. You tell God that you don’t understand why he’s letting this happen. You express that you don’t want to be in this garden of gethsemane. You beg him to take the cup from you but when you realize that he’s not going to, you become Judge over God. You determine that God can’t be trusted. And I believe when this happens it’s not a fast or quick jettison of all belief in God. It’s slow… You stop doing the faith-in-God things. You stop meditating on scripture bc what’s the use? You don’t feel it. You stop going to church bc what’s the use, everyone’s fake or no understands me. You stop being vulnerable with others bc what’s the use, it’s not going to change my situation. And little by little you harden yourself to your Creator and you become the Creator of your own life. You become judge over all things.

And both of these, wonderment and judgment will affect the people in your life.

That’s what we’re gong to take a look at this morning. We’ve been going through 1st Peter for the last several weeks and this morning we’re going to be in 1st Peter 4 and 5. (Bibles)

Starting with 1st Peter 4:17
For the time has come for judgment to begin with God’s household, and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who disobey the gospel of God?

18 And if a righteous person is saved with difficulty,
what will become of the ungodly and the sinner? 

19 So then, let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust themselves to a faithful Creator while doing what is good.

I exhort the elders among you as a fellow elder and witness to the sufferings of Christ, as well as one who shares in the glory about to be revealed:
2 Shepherd God’s flock among you, not overseeing out of compulsion but willingly, as God would have you; not out of greed for money but eagerly; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5 In the same way, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. All of you clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because

God resists the proud
but gives grace to the humble. -- 1 Peter 4:17-5:5 (CSB)

This is the word of the LORD.

 Remember the context of the book of 1st Peter. Peter is writing to the church in Asia Minor that’s experiencing persecution. Peter calls the Xians there to embrace the suffering they’re experiencing bc if they do it’ll refine them, it’ll grow their character and he tells them the thing that will keep them going is remembering that one day they’ll have new heavens and new earth, where there will be no more suffering. Keep going. Keep honoring God. Keep doing good. He instructs several groups of people how to interact with one another. 

And now we come to the relationships within the church. How are elders, which is just another word for the pastors of the church…how are they, the shepherds of God’s people supposed to live and vice versa how are the people of God’s church supposed to respond to shepherding. How are they to respond to being pastored? How do pastors respond to suffering and how do parishioners, the people of the church, respond to pastoring when there is suffering.

This is where Wonderment and Judgment come into play. Who do both parties say God is? How do they both interact with God? Have they placed themselves in wonder of who God is or have they become God’s judge? 

You see To the extent that God controls you will be the extent to which your relationships within the church flourish. To the extent that you see God for who he is will be the extent to which the body of Christ actually reflects Christ. To the extent that we entrust ourselves to him will be the extent to which others look at this body of people and say holy cow they must really love God. Look at the way they love one another.

Look at what Peter says is coming in 4:17. He says judgment is coming but it’s coming to God’s household first. Now what kind of judgment is this? It’s purifying judgment. It’s suffering. It’s the suffering we talked about in ch 1 several weeks back. Peter describes that it’s through suffering that refinement comes. It’s in the middle of suffering that stuff comes out that you didn’t know was there. Where your selfishness is put on display, where you find out what you truly value.  And Peter says that this is what God is doing with his church. He’s allowing difficulty to come to his people so that the things that aren’t Christlike can be squeezed out and ultimately if God’s people embrace this process they will grow through it. 

But remember to the extent that God controls you will be the extent to which your relationships within the church flourish. So what does that have to do with suffering. 

In 5:1 there’s a word there in the greek that’s for some reason is not translated in the CSB. If you’re using the ESV it’s translated in there as “so” and it can also be translated as “therefore”. So, what does the so tell us. It tells us that what Peter is getting ready to say in vs 1 and following is dependent on what he says in vs 19 (and 5:1). He’s getting ready to tell pastors and parishioners that they have to be able to grasp what’s in vs 19 in order to be to do what follows in 5;1. What is that?

Peter says that as they suffer these trials, as they are being experiencing the difficulties of living in broken creation that they will need to entrust themselves to a faithful creator. They will need to actively pursue a heart of trust. They will need to have an attitude of wonderment towards God. They’ll need to be able to say… “you know God I don’t know all that you’re doing but I trust you. I don’t fully or at all see why you’re doing this in my life but I want to be able to trust you. Why? Well you’re a faithful creator.

“You’ve never left me. As a matter of matter you’ve promised as much. Your promises are true. You promised to never leave me or forsake me. You created me. All things work through you and for you. Nothing is outside your control. Everything that takes place you permit it to take place.”

Now I know there are probably several questions in the room about God’s goodness in the middle of suffering. I don’t have the time to offer a full blow explanation of that right now but let me say I know that some of you have that question and I or any of the elders would love to sit down and talk through that. For now let me leave you with this small and simple analogy…

I have 3 kids. A 9 year old, a soon be 11 year old, and an 18 year old. When my youngest, Shepherd comes to me an asks “daddy, can I use your ladder and climb up on the roof (yes that’s an actual question I Have fielded).. I say, “no bud” not a good idea. He responds, “Why?” Well for many reasons but mainly bc it’s dangerous. In my mind I know the agility it takes to climb a ladder that he doesn’t quite have yet. I know my sons abilities better than he knows his own abilities. I know the angle of the roof and how you have to place  your foot just the right way to make sure it doesn’t slip. But I simply say “no.” 

Now do you see the gap in knowledge that’s between what I know and what my son knows? If that gap is that large on something like climbing a ladder, imagine the gap of knowledge between and an infinite God, a God who is omniscient who knows everything and my knowledge. There are many times in which things have taken place in my life, particularly the last couple years, that I have to come back to this fact. God I am limited. I don’t know a fraction of what you know so help me trust you. And that’s the resolute theme of the Bible.

God can be trusted. Why do bad things happen? I don’t know. Why did God permit Maria Sue to die on May 21, 2008. I don’t know but I do know that God did not and has not stood outside the suffering of this world. God has not left us to forever suffer sin and its affects. He has given us Himself through Jesus.

And this is what Peter is trying to get us to see, If you don’t come back to Wonderment, if you don’t come back to the fact that you can entrust yourself to God, your relationship with God’s church just won’t be. You wonder why you don’t have friends. You wonder why everyone seems to be against  you. You wonder the why elders seem to be against you. Perhaps it’s not everyone else. Perhaps you’re the least common denominator. Perhaps you’ve moved God out of his place as faithful creator and inserted yourself. You’ve moved God out his place of judge and you’ve inserted yourself as judge. Rather than trusting God, you’ve begun to trust yourself. And by the fact that you’re in control of you, you’ve diminished the elders ability to lead and care for you.

Listen, I know what you might be thinking. Jeremy, this passage is about the pastors of the church. Why you pulling me into this? Well I’m pulling you into this for 2 reasons. One bc in vs 5 after Peter addresses the elders he addresses the people of church and how they are to respond to being pastored. Peter is talking to the people of the church just as much as he is the pastors. Two, vs 3 says that your pastors are supposed to lead in a way that shows the way for you. We’re supposed to be your example. 

That means if the elders and I are your example then that must mean that you’re supposed to act in the same way that we’re acting. We talk about this regularly…many of the qualifications for elders and all the charges Peter gives in chapter 5 are related to character. That means that we, the elders of this church want every single person in this church to have the character of an elder. So this is why I’m directing this towards everyone bc I want you to be this type of person. I want you to have godly character.

Having said that…what does an elder whose life is controlled by God, an elder who has the attitude of wonderment and not judgment supposed to look like? And by the way remember when I use the word judgment I’m using it to describe the way someone might about putting themselves proudly over someone. I’m not saying that you or pastors should not be humbly critical. I just want to make sure you know that. In the world in which we live people (not anyone in this church of course) love to say, Don’t judge me. You do you and I’ll do me. That’s not what I’m talking about. This is ultimately an attitude of prideful judgment taking place. OK? Just want to make sure that’s clear.

Vs 2. An elder is to Shepherd God’s flock Whose flock is it? It’s God’s. Is it Anthony’s? Is it Jeremy’s? Is it Joel’s or any of the other elders? No. This is one of the reasons why every time you see one of the pastors get up to introduce themselves they say “I’m ONE of the pastors.”  That’s a conscious effort for us all to remind ourselves that this is God’s church with Jesus as the chief shepherd and pastor. It doesn’t belong to any of us. It was entrusted to us. on loan for us to care for. 

We’re not to shepherd God’s people like the shepherds that Ezekiel writes of. (Ezekiel 34:4) You have not strengthened the weak, healed the sick, bandaged the injured, brought back the strays, or sought the lost. Instead, you have ruled them with violence and cruelty. Hear the abuse that comes from the same people who are supposed to care for God’s people. Oh God I hope this never happens in this church. But Unfortunately this has happened throughout history. It has happened in churches all across the world. Perhaps it has happened to some of you and that has affected the way you view church or pastors of the church. Make no mistake this kind of treatment is without excuse. Treatment like this come from a pastor whose not in a place of wonderment but whose in the place of judgment. When you see yourself as judge you feel like you can take advantage of the people to accomplish your aspirations. This is not, however, how God intended it.

Vs2. Furthermore, they shepherd willingly. They don’t do it bc they have to or bc it’s something they have to do in order to be paid. They do it for the joy of seeing others walk in wonderment of God. In seeing others say “I trust God with my life and no matter what happens I can trust him and delight in him”. They do it to see people experience God’s grace. I can honestly say that I truly believe this is the heartbeat of the elders of this church. In order to make sure we have elders who don’t just do it for the pay we’re actually rolling out a new policy where one month some of the paid elders won’t get paid. We’ll  have a drawing every month to see whose turn it is. I’m kidding. We’re not doing that. I bet you were like either people are serious or they are crazy! I’ve actually heard that before.

No it’s our goal to have half or more of our elders not get paid. We call these lay elders. Here at City Church there are 6 elders, 3 of them are lay elders. These are men you should really get to know and appreciate. They serve this church bc it’s their joy to do so They do it willingly.

Furthermore, It would be wrong to think those who do get paid do it unwillingly. I’m one of 3 elders are who paid by the church. Our time has been freed up by your generous giving to pray, study scripture, counsel, and lead you and your leaders in discipleship. The other 2 paid elders, Dustin and Trevor are highly qualified individuals who no doubt could find jobs doing other things but they would rather serve you and this church in particular. I personally don’t want to be anywhere else. I’ve said before if I’m fired or if I decide one day to just dig ditches I would still want this church as my church family. I love this people. 

Vs 3 Additionally, elders are not to Lord over those are entrusted to them. Peter is recalling here what I’m sure he heard from James and John and their mom when they asked Jesus if they could sit at Jesus’s right and left hand when he came into his kingdom. Jesus said 1 you don’t know what you’re asking. I’m getting ready to be crucified. You sure you want that? 2. In order to lead in my kingdom you’re not going to have people coming before you as you sit on a throne asking to kiss your feet. No you’ll go to them, you’ll fall to their feet and serve them. And do you remember what Jesus did later, right before he was crucified, to show his disciples the kind of kingdom he was inaugurating. He got down and washed their feet. He washed the donkey dung off their feet before they ate. Elders and pastors will not be leaders who are served by their people but who get down in the dirt with their people who get down with the hurting and serve them. 

Elders are to the be examples of what it means to follow Jesus. They show the way when suffering comes. They show how to persevere. They show how to be diligent in developing a relationship with God.

But what happens if they forget to hear the voice saying, “child…son, your father loves you?” What happens when they forget that God is good and he can be trusted? What happens when they begin to think well there must be a church out there filled with better and kinder people. There must be a church out there filled with people who actually want to listen to the things I tell them. There must be a church who needs ME in all my glory? I tell you what you get. You get a pastor who has placed himself as judge over his people. He steps in and becomes God. He forgets that God has entrusted that particular people to him. He’ll begin to think that that church stands between him and his ministry success. He’ll become a compulsive leader. He’ll lead bc he HAS to not because he WANTS to. 

He’ll look for ways to line his pockets, boost his salary, perhaps that’s stealing from the church or maybe it’s going on the speaking tour at the expense of the people God has placed him as pastor. Rather than getting into the nitty gritty of the people under his care it’s much much easier to travel a couple thousand miles and preach a good word to people who will never really know you or challenge you. Or better yet it quite convenient to preach to people whose struggles he doesn’t have to know. For those people… he won’t have to walk months and years with them as they grow in Christ. Now I’m not necessarily saying that every conference or every pastor who speaks at conferences or sells books is in it for the money or fame but I do believe the line that divides is incredibly small.

That’s why I’m so proud of the elders I serve with. Several of our elders have opportunities like this, opportunities for them to become somebody outside of this church people and every time those opportunities come up they’re brought before the elders and we discuss whether or not it’s a good thing… not just for them but for you. Will this “opportunity” cost you the people whom we are charged to care for. Will you come out on the losing side of the deal. The elders of this church diligently want to care for you.

(Breath…)

But listen as I mentioned a little earlier, you have a role to play in this as well. If you’re not in a place where you hear God saying, “child, your father loves you.” If you’ve not submitted yourself to God’s loving care in spite of the circumstances that you find yourself in. If you think that God is just angry with you and he doesn’t want you to have or do anything good. If you think God is an angry Father who at every chance he gets just wants to put his thumb on you and press  you down and hold you back. If you don’t see him as your Faithful Creator who can be trusted. If you think those things, then you have moved or you will begin to move yourself into the place of God. You have become judge. You’re no longer in a benevolent relationship with God and you know what happens when your relationship with God goes, so goes your relationship with His people.

And rather than suffering being something that can grow you, it will erode you and erode your relationships until you won’t even recognize the person that you once were. You’ll become antagonistic not only of the people within the church but specifically the pastors of the church bc they are the ones who attempt to come to you and push you to hear That voice, that voice that says “son, daughter, your father loves you.” You push back up against that and say no he doesn’t. He doesn’t care about me. I can’t open myself up to him again. He can’t be trusted. SO leave me alone and who do you think you are anyway?

And as time goes by it becomes easier to just listen to a podcast from a pastor in a different city bc why, well he doesn’t call you or text you, see you, or challenge you directly to turn your eyes back the God who loves you. I love podcasts. I listen to several. We have a podcast here but I do fear that we have so much access to information that we can become Bible gluttons and never exercise the Biblical wisdom we already have. 

From my pastoral and personal experience, it’s much easier to take advice from someone you know won’t ask you penetrating questions. It’s much easier to keep someone at arms length bc it’s too hard to open yourself up to critique. If you’ve forgotten the voice of the one who says “my little child, your father loves you”. If you’ve forgotten that you are Christs and there’s no one, not a bad pastor, no bad event, no loss of life, no life threatening illness that can change or take that away. If you don’t hear the trusting voice of God the Father, then your relationships within the church will sour. That goes for us pastors and for you parishioners.

But what can bring health not only to the church but also to you, God’s people? How do we move from a place of judgement to Wonderment or how to we remain in wonderment? How can we trust those who lead us and most importantly how can we trust God and then trust those whom God gives as leaders? Well It all depends on what you’re holding

You see…If you lay down the judge’s gavel the judge will give you his gown…his gown of humility.

Humility is the antidote to placing ourselves as judge over others. It’s the oil that keeps the engine of relationships moving. And Peter tells us that humility is not only practical but it is deeply theological. IN order to receive God’s love and approval we must approach our Faithful Creator with humility.

Vss 4:19 and 5:5 Humility is the bread of the relationship sandwich. “Entrust themselves to a Faithful Creator” “God gives grace to the Humble”. You see, the attitude you have towards God establishes the soil in which your relationship with God grows. Unless you admit that you can’t help yourself and that you’re not the judge of yourself then you will never hear the affirming voice of God the Father saying “child, your Father loves you.”

Furthermore, without humility towards God your relationships, not just your relationships within the church but all relationships, they will struggle. Why? For all sorts of reasons. It’s exhausting being around someone who makes everything about themselves. Proud people make every detail of life about themselves. Pastors have to be on guard against this or else all the ministries of the church will turn into the means of the pastors receiving affirmation from their ministry success. 

Parishioners have to be on guard against this as you’ll be tempted to make the ministries of the church all about you and how you think they should serve you. You’ll become a church hopper, church shopper, and a church critiquer rather than someone who seeks to serve the people of the church the way you want to be served and most importantly the way God served you.

Humility comes in to break all of this up and says no it’s not about you, it’s about concerning yourselves with the needs of others because that’s exactly what Jesus Christ did for you. He didn’t Have to leave the comforts of heaven, but he did willingly. He didn’t have be born into  the family of a carpenter and live out the last 3 years of his life as a homeless man. He could have been greedy and refused to leave the comforts of heaven. But he didn’t. He could have demanded that we serve him and honor him. But he didn’t. He served.

Putting on the judges gown, Clothing yourself with Humility, Dressing yourself in the same attire that Christ dressed himself in is only possible to those who are Christ’s. Yes you might have Christ’s example and you can ask yourself what would Jesus do but that will only get you so far. Because Jesus was willing to be killed for you, he not only took away your sin but you get God himself as a result. You get His spirit who lives in you to give you the humility of Christ. The humility in which Christ lived is not just an example for you to admire, it’s the apparel that becomes a part of you as you grow deeper in relationship with God

You might be like Jeremy, I get that BUT I don’t get that. I don’t feel like I have God’s Spirit. I’m full of pride. I don’t like lots of people in this church. I end up making myself the measuring stick by which other people are measured. I don’t think you pastors do a good job. I don’t think my community group leader leads well. BUT…BUT I don’t want to think those things. On one hand…that’s not good. That dangerous territory to walk in but with the other hand I want to shake your hand bc if you can admit those things and then say BUT God help me I don’t want to think those things. Then congratulations, God’s spirit is moving within you to make you aware that you’re prideful that you’ve enthroned yourself as Judge. Now just admit it to his people. Confess your pride and ask God’s spirit to grow his character in you.

BUT there might be a whole another group of people who say all those exact same things and yet you say if those people or those ministries or those things, if they don’t change then I’m out of here.

But look at what Peter says. First notice what he says to 2 groups of people in vs 5

You who are younger be subject to the elders. Commentators vary on what Peter is saying here. Is he saying that young people only should be subject or defer to the elder’s leadership? Is he saying younger people in the faith should defer to the elders? What about the people who are older than the elders? Do they get a pass? First, remember to read scripture as a whole. You will not find within each book of the Bible all that the Bible as a whole has to say about God. Right, so sometimes bc I know what the entirety of scripture says about a subject I might have a tendency to force a passage of scripture to say something it doesn’t acutally say. SO, I think “younger” here refers to those in the church who are literally younger as they are the only subset of people Peter hasn’t addressed. But what about the people in the church who are older than the elders? Are they able to do whatever they want? Well, no. 

For two reasons, First Paul tells Timothy in another book of the Bible to not allow anyone to despise his youth. So in other words Timothy has been given authority by God to lead the church and in addition to that authority if he is living in a way that honors God that is confirmation that those of any age should listen and defer to his leading.

Second, in vs5 see that word “All”? In the greek that word is nuanced and, you see, it means All and that means erbody. So Peter is leaving out no one. He is saying that everyone within the church regardless of birth age or spiritual age is to defer to the leadership of the church.

So if you’re one of those of people who struggle with wanting to leave the church… this one or any other church. Ask yourself what is it that you think needs to change? Are those preferential things that bend towards yourself or are those things that you think need to change for the sake of others, people not like yourself? If they’re for you personally, this is hard to say and hard to ask, but have you put yourself as judge? Are you operating in humility and concern for others or for your own desire. Listen, Now I know that can sound self-serving. It can sound like it’s a way for me and the elders to protect our way of doing things. “Oh you want to change things…you got to sumbit to me. I’m one of your elders.  Listen to me or else.”

No we want you to stay. You shouldn’t leave. If you’re here bc you’re leaving another church in town and you think this one is better. I hate to break it to you. We’re not. We got problems too. Go back to your church. Pray a lot. Seek God. Pray for your pastors. That’s what I would want any of our people here to do. Pray. In humility meet with your pastors. Ask questions. IN humility ask if something can be done but if it can’t defer to your pastors leadership. How beautiful that is when a group of people don’t particular like the way church is being done but for the sake of others are willing to defer to their leadership and to others for the sake of God’s mission.  

And everyone is included in Peter’s command to humble themselves.

His instruction is to all, to everyone. Everyone is to be dressed in Humility and outdoing one another with honor.

As a pastor I should so want to honor God and serve you so well that I go out of my way to understand you and your point of view that in the end you can’t help but to defer to my leadership even after I change my mind and see things from your perspective. And for the sake of God’s church…Pray. You know what happens when you start praying for the people that you don’t agree with or see eye to eye. You begin to love them. I’ve seen it happen and I love being a part of church in which that happens. 

But we have to have a better vision in order for this to happen. We have to come to God in trust and wonder

And after you see the humility with which Christ entered into this world and was killed for you… you cant help but to open yourself up to the care of the pastors of this church who the only thing… they want you to walk with Christ. 

We along with you want to lay down the Judge’s gavel and pick up Christ’s humility. We want you to walk in joy with God.

 And out of that joy… If you’re married we want you to lay down your weapons along with the Judge’s gavel and ask if Christ died for me a sinner I have no leg to stand on, how I can wound and become judge over my spouse?

In your relationships with others in the church in humility how can you receive correction without defensiveness or better yet how can you seek out correction bc you want to look more like Jesus?

 In the end you can run towards growing in God’s grace, you can run towards correction, you can run towards suffering, bc you know your father is yelling out the window of the heavens saying, “son, daughter, your father loves you.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]He’s secured your identity. His Spirit lives with in you.  You have his victory. You can walk in his peace. You can walk in his humility. You can trust him. He is your comfort. He’ll always hold you close. His promises are sure! He loves you. Lay down the judge’s gavel. Stand in wonder of his love for you, City Church. Love one another.

Lord’s supper…

[T ——
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