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Little interactive quiz 

There are some things money can’t buy, for everything else, there’s MC 
It’s everywhere you want to be – Visa 
Don’t leave home without it – American Express Card 

Repeat them – that sounds a lot like the presence of God 
 
If we took God’s presence half as seriously as we do our credit cards, we’d be we’d be  

  changed people 
There would be no mistaking our love for Jesus, and our commitment to live for him 

But often times we do lose sight of the importance of God’s presence in our lives, and 
people do mistake us for being just like them 

 
There’s nothing more important than God’s presence in our lives 
 Moses knew it; Aaron knew it; Young Joshua knew it 
 And so did the people of their day – but they took it for granted at times, and even   

  rebelled against it at other times . . . much like we do 
This passage serves to re-center our hearts and minds on the importance of God’s presence  
 
Read Ex. 33:1-3, 12-17 
Background 
God is ticked; The people are terrified; Moses is desperate 
 
Left Egypt 3 months earlier; 1446 BC 
At Mt Sinai — Moses goes up to meet the Lord 
 No ordinary mountain climb and no ordinary meeting 
   Ex 24:15-18 — Glory of the Lord covered the mountain in cloud of consuming fire! 
   Ex 19:18 — mountain wrapped in smoke like a furnace; trembled greatly 
 Moses there 40 days and nights receiving instructions about the tabernacle from God 
 
While he is telling Moses, the people are worshipping a golden calf – Ex 32:7-8 
 They thought Moses was dead; Asked Aaron to make it for them; Worshipped the thing 
 God was ticked about it and threatened to remove his presence from them 
 Moses – no way; we’re don’t want to put one foot in the desert if you’re not with us 
 
Moses felt that God’s presence was so important, that they shouldn’t leave home w/out it 

And neither should you and I because it makes all the difference in our lives 
 
God’s presence makes all the difference . . . in your life (v12-13, 17) 
How important is it when someone you look up to calls you by name? 
 Your boss says him by name 
Or, that they would take the time to get to know you? 
 Boss invites you to lunch 
Better yet, extends himself and his possessions to you 
 Here are the keys to my lake house 
 
That person’s presence makes a huge difference in your life 
 It changes your attitude, your outlook, your behavior, your habits 

How much more is that true of God – His presence in your life makes all the difference . . 
 Because he cares enough to know your name – I know you by name (12, 17) 
 Not only that, He cares enough to know everything there is about you –  Ps 139:1-5 
 He cares enough to extend himself and his blessings to you 
   You have also found favor in my sight (12, 17) 
 
God’s presence in your life makes all the difference between – 
 Life to the full and life on empty; Contentment and restlessness 
  Love and hatred; Joy and misery; Peace and strife; Patience and grumbling 
 Faithfulness and flakiness; Gentleness and harshness; Self-control and rage 
 Purity and lust; Freedom or guilt 
God’s presence in your life makes all the difference in your life 
 
Do you have God’s presence in your life? Does he know you by name? 
 Do you know him? 

 That was the desire of Moses – he wanted to know God 
  Show me now your ways that I may know you (13) 

You can have God’s presence in your life 
 Rev 3:20 – Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens 
  the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me. 

Jesus is waiting for you to open the door of your heart so that he can have a personal  
 relationship with you . . . a presence in your life 

It starts with you asking him to forgive you of your sins, inviting him to come into your 
heart, and living for him all the days of your life 

 
But God’s presence is not just about you 
God’s presence makes all the difference . . . in our church (v3) 
For Moses, God’s presence made all the difference in physical nation/kingdom of Israel 
 God’s presence makes all the difference in his spiritual kingdom, kingdom of God, of  
  which our church is a part 
 Moses knew the importance of God’s presence, and so did the people 
 
That’s why v3-4 were such a bombshell to them – I will not go up among you . . .    
  disastrous word [!] 
 The whole idea of the exodus was for God to rescue his people and firmly establish his 
  presence among them in the promised land 

Whole idea of the tabernacle, how to worship, sacrifice was centered on God’s presence 
Game over man – without God in their midst, they were nothing! They knew it 
 
Same is true of us – without God’s presence in our church, we’re just a club 
 No different than any other organization around 
It is God’s presence, and God’s presence alone that distinguishes us from everyone else 
 It is God’s presence that makes us unique; That draws people to our church 
 That knits us together; That forms the foundation and fuel for our love/unity 
Without it, we are nothing, and can do nothing (John 15:5)  
 
If we reject God as a body of believers – we flirt with disaster 

Deviate from his will, and worship, and word – we’re in trouble 
Stiff-necked (contrary to God) – we’re on thin ice 

 Lukewarm – we risk God removing his hand of blessing and favor 



Man’s methods may carry a church for a time, and look good on the surface . . . 
But it’s God’s presence that makes all the difference, for all time, through and through 

 
God’s presence makes all the difference . . . in your journey (v1-2, 14) 
If he doesn’t go with you in all your endeavors, you don’t want to go 
Even though God promised a good ending to their story, a destination, a land, a permanent 

  place to call home (1), and . . . 
 Even though he promised to go ahead of them and prepare it for when they arrived (2) 
 Even though he assured them that they would find rest there (14) from their struggle,  

  relief from their enemies, and an end to their wandering . . . 
They didn’t want it – if God wasn’t going to go with them on the journey! 
 
The point of this passage is not that the people were stubborn or resisted God, and because 

  of that he somehow relented 
But that they realized the importance of God’s presence for their journey, not just his  
  provision for their destination 

The journey is as important as the destination, because without God with you on the   
 way, you’ll never make it 
 
Which is why Jesus not only said, I go and prepare a place for you (John 14:3) 
 A place in heaven, a place of rest, with your name on it, reserved just for you 
 But, I am with you always, to the end of the age. (Mt 28:20) 
For God’s presence to make all the difference . . . 

It’s not only crucial that he goes before you to prepare the way, but that he goes with  
  you on the journey 
 
So often we step out in life, focusing on the destination that we’re sure God has for us, but 

  completely missing the importance of his presence on the way 
We get so locked into a goal that we’re sure is God’s will, and we miss the absence of 
  his presence (favor/blessing) along the way 

 
I sat with a man about 6 years ago who was leading a para-church organization that was  
  going nowhere, after 13 years 
 Told him he has great gifts as an evangelist, but not using them 
 Ever thought about hooking up with a church and using those gifts under their     
  leadership, guidance, and authority? 
 He rejected it, out of hand, saying that his current ministry was about to explode (which 
  he’d been saying for 10 years), and his struggles were the opposition of Satan 
 That’s called rationalization and pride that doesn’t allow you to see the absence of   
  God’s presence in your journey 
If he’s not in it from the get-go, then don’t go; And if he’s not in as you go, then stop 
 
God’s presence makes all the difference . . . in the world! (v15-16) 
God’s presence distinguishes us from others and makes all the difference in the world (16) 
You may say – 

“C’mon on, what difference does it really make?” 
 “I can’t see it. It’s probably just a figment of your imagination.” 
 
Tell that to – 
 Adam when God showed up in the garden after he and Eve had sinned 

 Noah when God shut the door of the ark 
 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednigo in the furnace with an angel of the Lord 
 Peter when Jesus called him out of the boat and he walked on water 
 Stephen while being stoned and seeing the glory of God/Jesus standing at his right hand 

Paul when he was blinded by the presence of the risen Christ on the road to Damascus 
 
 Chinese church that grew under intense persecution in the second half of the 20th cent . . 

Despite the absence of missionaries and a severe lack of Bibles 
 Those sitting next to you who persevere in serving with the strength God provides 
 Those around you who are able to speak words beyond themselves or their preparation 

  while testifying to the good news of Jesus 
 Tell that to anyone who calls Harvest their church home and has seen what God has  

  done in the past 9 months 
 
 The family who loses their dad, and yet has peace beyond understanding 
 The Israelites who saw and heard and felt the mountain shake with the presence of God 
   And saw glowing face of Moses because of the time he had spent with him 
God’s presence makes all the difference in the world 
 
Which is why Moses said to God in v15-16 . . . If your presence will not go with me . . .  
 Our attitude should be the same as Moses’ – God, if your presence is not with us, we  

  don’t want to go! 
  Because it’s the only thing of any consequence that distinguishes us from all the other 

  people of the world 
 
That’s exactly what we prayed in planting this church – “God, go before us and with us” 

Because it’s his presence makes all the difference in the world and distinguishes us   
  from all the other people on the earth 
Don’t leave home without it 
 

Close 
Week of prayer 

 
 
Additional Material 
How do you know that God is going ahead of you? How can you be assured of God’s 

presence in your future? 
 
4 Questions to determine God’s presence in your future: 
 1. Are the people of God around you genuinely excited? 
    Those who love you and possess godly wisdom 
 2. Are your spiritual leaders confirming your direction? 
 3. Is the Holy Spirit compelling you to move forward? 
 4. Are the circumstances falling into place? 
    If they aren’t, it may be because you’re rationalizing your situation 
    Making foolish common sense decision 
    You can spiritualize a foolish decision, but it’s still a foolish decision 
 
 


