
Baptism – Biblical Answers to Frequently Asked Questions 
There’s so much confusion re baptism these days 
 If I were to ask 5 people what baptism is, chances are I’d get 5 different answers 
One religion teaches one thing, another something different 
 Some do what they do out of fear; Others because of church tradition 
 Still others based on personal preference 
And on it goes 
 
All the while, God has spoken on the issue in the Bible, and that’s where we need to start 

Because in the end, it doesn’t matter what you say; Doesn’t matter what I say 
 Or what someone said 100 years ago 
What matters is what God says 

 
Fully aware this may challenge your closely held beliefs 
 Or even cause a crisis of belief, where you’re challenged to consider why you believe  
  what you believe 
 I pray – if you haven’t been baptized as a believer, you will be this time next week 
 
To flesh all that out, I’m going to address 6 FAQ’s re baptism 
 Biblical answers to frequently asked questions; Bibles; First is . . . 
What is baptism? 
• Baptism is an ordinance 

Church word that means something prescribed/commanded 
Something Jesus intended for every follower to do or observe, and confirmed in    

  practice by the early church 
 Mt 28:19 – baptizing them – Jesus intended that his disciples be baptized 

 The early church did exactly that – Acts 2:41 
 
• Baptism is a symbol 
Ø Of our unity with Christ 

Turn to Rom 6:3-5 – Paul is using baptism to symbolize/illustrate salvation 
Baptized into Christ Jesus – we’ve been united w/ him; brought under his influence 

 
Ø Of our forgiveness of sin 

Rom 6:3 – Baptized into his death – because of your unity with Christ, his death for 
 your sin has been applied to you, releasing your from the grip of sin 
That’s forgiveness 

 
At last baptism service – Muslim woman here who spoke no English 
 Wasn’t familiar with baptism – when I submerged the first person, she thought I  

   literally killing the guy 
   Husband understood just enough to calm her down 
  But to some extent, she had it right – it’s a picture of death; death of sin’s grip on you 
 
Ø Of our cleansing from sin 

Acts 22:16 – Ananias’ words to Paul  
   Doesn’t mean that the act of baptism actually washes your sins away – that would 
    make it a work 

Gal 2:16 – we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through  
   faith in Jesus Christ 

Cleansing from sin occurs through faith in Jesus Christ, and baptism symbolizes it 
 

Ø Of our new life/beginning in Christ 
Rom 6:4-5 – not only is baptism a symbol of our unity with Christ in his death, but in 

  his life as well 
It’s a symbol of our newness of life 

 
Put that all together, and baptism is an outward symbol of your inward salvation 
 An outward symbol of the inner transformation that took place when you gave your  
  life to Jesus Christ 
 
• Baptism is a statement 

That identifies you as a follower of Jesus 
 Referring to Peter in Acts 10:48 – be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 

Identify yourself once and for all, with Jesus 
You’re saying that no other distinctions/allegiances matter – Jesus is Lord of your life 

 
 Christian Barbosu (Romanian pastor) told some of our team . . . 

Before revolution in Romania, communists didn’t bother you, if just professed Christ 
   But if you got baptized, that’s when the trouble started 
  They didn’t know or care what it all meant, they just knew there was something very 
   powerful about such an act of identifying with Jesus Christ 
  They were threatened by it 
 
 In baptism, you are making a statement that you’re inseparably identified w/ Jesus 
  That kind of commitment is puzzling to some, threatening to others – expect it 
 
Why should I get baptized? 
• Jesus was 
 Mark 1:9 – baptized as our example 
  It wasn’t a symbol of his salvation – he is the Savior 
  It wasn’t a statement of identity – wasn’t somehow identifying with himself 
   That’d be like wearing one of those t-shirts that says “I’m with him” with an arrow 
    pointing up to your face 
 He was baptized as an example for us to follow 
 
• Jesus commands it 
 Matthew 28:19-20 – part of making disciples is baptizing them, just like part of    
   making disciples is teaching them 
  Neither are required for accepting Christ, but both are natural part of growin in Christ 
 So it becomes an obedience thing – Are you going to do it God’s way, or not? 
 
• The apostles taught it 

As the next step in following Christ . . . Acts 2:38 – Repent and be baptized 
  The apostles taught baptism was the next step after salvation 

Shows just how closely associated conversion and baptism are 
 
• The early church practiced it 

Acts 8:12 
 



Who should be baptized? 
• All believers 

All those who profess faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord 
Acts 2:37-38 – every one of you 

An un-baptized believer is a contradiction in terms under normal circumstances 
It was unthinkable for a believer to not be baptized – still is 

 
That’s one of the reasons we require it for membership here at Harvest 
 We’re a community of believers, and since baptism is the primary way in NT to show 

 that  someone is a genuine believer, we require it for membership 
 Doesn’t mean have to become a member just because you’re baptized – that’s optional 
 But baptism isn’t 
 
• Only believers 
This is a tender issue 

If baptism is a symbol of our unity with Christ, our forgiveness of sin, our cleansing,  
  and our new life in Christ, then . . . 

It’s meaningful only for believers – otherwise you’re saying something outwardly that’s 
  not true inwardly  
 

Biblical precedent indicates it was for believers only 
Acts 8:12 – When they believed . . . they were baptized 
Acts 2:41 – those who received his word were baptized 
Acts 18:8 – many believed and were baptized 

It’s meaningful only for believers, and that’s also the biblical precedent 
 
Ø What about infants? Should they be sprinkled/baptized? Some say yes . . . 

 That infant baptism actually saves the baby apart from faith 
Others say that infant baptism indicates the probable future salvation, to be      

  confirmed later 
 
Either way, you risk giving the child a false sense of security re their eternity 
 And you diminish their sense of urgency to receive Christ 

 
Even more important, is that there’s nothing in Scripture that says infants were or    
  should be baptized 

 To conclude otherwise you have to make inferences or assumptions not supported by  
  the Word of God 

 Some try to do that using the 3 “household baptism” passages in the NT 
 
Acts 16:32-33; 1 Cor 1:16; Acts 16:14-15 
At first glance, you might think they include infants 
 But there are a couple of problems with that . . . 
  1. None mention infants explicitly – you have to assume they are present 

2. All 3 passages mention faith/belief prior to the baptism 
Therefore they can’t apply to infants because infants are not old enough to exercise faith 

 
Most likely, household in these texts is a shorthand way of saying – everyone who    
 could believe, did; and was baptized 
 

Acts 16:32-33 – word of the Lord was spoken to all in the Philippian Jailer’s house 
 Babies can’t comprehend the word of the Lord spoken to them 

 
1 Cor 1:16 – Paul baptized household of Stephanas 

Context shows that baptism is an indicator of who you choose to follow 
Infants don’t choose to follow anyone 

 1 Cor 16:15 – Stephanas’ household devoted themselves to the service of the saints 
 Babies can’t do that 
  
Acts 16:14-15 – the Lord opened her (Lydia’s) heart – aspect of faith 
 Household’s faith not referred to 
 Neither are babies 
 Inconclusive; Certainly not worthy of basing an entire doctrine on 
 
• Other passages where baptism is not mentioned but are explicit that the entire household 

  had come to faith – John 4:53; Acts 18:8 
Paul says you were buried and raised with Christ through faith in Col 2:12 . . . 
Couldn’t have been referring to infants – not old enough to exercise faith 

 
Overwhelming teaching in Scripture is that baptism is for all believers, and only believers 
 Doesn’t mean that you were a bad person if you were sprinkled as an infant 
 Or if you had your kids sprinkled 
 
But please understand – it has nothing to do with their salvation, and it’s not in the Bible 
 
When should I get baptized? 
 The Scriptural precedent is . . . 
• After accepting Jesus as your Lord and Savior 

It’s always faith/belief, then baptism  
(Read the Scriptures above in the reverse order to make point) 

 
• As soon as you understand what you’re doing 

That was the guy in Acts 8:34-38 
  After hearing the good news of Jesus – jumped at the chance to be baptized 

  He understood what he was doing; He was eager to make it happen 
 
You’re ready to be baptized if you can’t wait to . . . 

Express your allegiance/commitment to Christ 
Publicly identify yourself with him; Show outwardly what happened inwardly 

  When that’s the case, you understand what you’re doing, and you should be baptized 
 
If you’re a parent – What about my child? When should they be baptized? 
  4 Guidelines for Parents 
   1. Capable of giving a credible/believable profession of faith 

2. Consistently show evidence of a genuine spiritual life 
3. Understand what they’re doing/saying 

   4. Appreciate the importance/significance of the event 
 
No set age for that; Varies from child to child according to their maturity 

Good rule of thumb is 4th or 5th grade 



 That would be the youngest we’d baptize them 
Because we want it to be as meaningful/memorable as possible, while also baptizing 

  them as soon as they understand what they’re doing 
 
How should I get baptized? 
• By immersion 

That’s what the word means in the Bible – “baptize” means “to dip under” 
There is a word for sprinkle in Gr, but it’s never used in the context of baptism 

 
It’s the example of Scripture 

Mark 1:9-10 – in the Jordan; came up out of the water 
John 3:23 – plentiful water 
Acts 8:38 – down into the water 

 
It’s the only means that does justice to the symbolism of death/resurrection 

  Going under the water – picturing burial/death 
Coming up out of the water – picturing resurrection life 

 
What happens when I’m baptized? 
• You give a brief testimony 

Of your life before Christ; How you came to Christ; How he’s changed you 
Your commitment and love for him 
Yes, you can talk in front of people! You don’t have to be a polished public speaker 
  Just overflowing with the love of God and desire to glorify him with your life 

 
• You’re immersed 

As a result of God’s work of grace in your life, and your love for him 
You’re laid back under water in name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Mt 28:19-20) 

 
• You rejoice! 

Like the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8:39 – went on his way rejoicing 
 
What’s the process for getting baptized at Harvest? 
Assuming you’ve embraced Jesus as your Savior and Lord . . . 
 Pick up a Baptism Packet at the Welcome Center in lobby 

Work through the Bible study 
Fill out the application – testimony, basic info 

 One of our staff will call you 
 Pray that God will be glorified 
 
Ø The only question left is – Are you going to do it? 

Are you going to respond? Obey? Follow Christ? 
Only you can answer it 

 
There have been crucible times/opp’s in my life where I’ve thought – “If I don’t do this,  
  my faith isn’t real” 
 If you’re a believer, and haven’t been baptized as a believer – this is one of those times 
 
Since December, 70 of you have prayed to receive Christ as your Savior in one of services 

 Mentioned a few weeks back that there’s nothing biblical about coming forward and  
   going public with your faith 
  It’s a good thing, and I believe it has much worth 
 What is biblical, is going public with your faith through baptism 
 That’s your coming out as a follower of Christ 
 


