
The Antichrist – Rev 13:1-10 
We’ve been studying the book of Revelation for about a year, to know what to expect at 
the end of the age, and hold fast when it comes. It’s the main reason the Apostle John 
wrote the book, and it’s the main reason we’re studying it. Hold fast what you have [Jesus 
said] until I come. (2:25) 
 
But it’s not easy. Holding fast or this study. And it’s critical to keep in mind that while we 
know the big picture and how it all ends, we don’t always know all the details. So we hold 
firmly to what’s clear, and loosely to what’s not. 
 
And having left off a couple of months ago at the end of chapter 12, John relates yet 
another vision of the future in chapter 13. Rev 13:1-10. 
 
Ø This passage is all about the beast. That infamous figure, who by his very name evokes 
fear. And we need to know what he’s like and what he’ll do in order to avoid such fear, 
and manage our expectations, and hold fast when he arrives. So follow along with me as I 
read v1-10. 
 
[1] And I saw a beast [John says] rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, 
with ten diadems [or crowns] on its horns and blasphemous names on its heads. Names, 
that probably belong to God. Like “savior of the world.” Similar to what some of the 
Roman rulers claimed in John’s day. And remember, apocalyptic imagery is not meant to 
paint a picture, but provide a description. Try to picture this and you’ll end up with a 
convoluted mess. Especially because of v2. 
 
[2] And the beast that I saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear’s, and its mouth 
was like a lion’s mouth. And to it the dragon [or Satan as we saw in chapter 12] gave his 
power and his throne and great authority. 
 
[3] One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, 
and the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast. [4] And they worshiped the 
dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they worshiped the beast, saying, 
“Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?” 
 
[5] And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words [think 
religious profanities], and it was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months [3 ½ 
years]. [6] It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name 
and his dwelling; that is, those who dwell in heaven. In other words he’ll curse God, he’ll 
curse heaven, and he’ll curse his people. 
 
[7] Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was 
given it over every tribe and people and language and nation, [8] and all who dwell on 
earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of 
the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain. 
 
[9] If anyone has an ear, let him hear: [10] If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he 
goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be slain. Here is a 
call for the endurance and faith of the saints. (ESV) 
 

Ø Let’s start with a definition. In v1, John saw a beast rising out of the sea. The sea 
representing the source and chaos of evil. That’s how they thought of it in John’s day. Just 
like the bottomless pit in chapter 11 (7). The sea was dark, foreboding, and unpredictable. 
The epitome of evil. And out of such a state of things, in The Great Tribulation, a beast 
will arise. A figure who embodies Satan. That’s the definition. 
 
The beast is the embodiment of Satan who rules the world and oppresses the church 
in The Great Tribulation. 
Embodiment, as in representative. Agent. Personification. Satan is a fallen angel, a 
spiritual being; and the beast is fallen person who embodies him. 
 
For at least 4 reasons: 
1. He’s described the same way as Satan. The beast is the embodiment of Satan because 
he’s described like Satan. V1 says he has ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on 
its horns. Just like Satan is described in 12:3 – with seven heads and ten horns, and on his 
heads seven diadems. Both have 10 horns, both have 7 heads, and both have crowns. For 
Satan, they’re crowns of position, on his heads; and for the beast, they’re crowns of power 
on his horns; symbols of power. The bottom line being, they’re described the same way. 
Leading to the conclusion that the beast is the embodiment of Satan. 
 
2. He possesses the same power as Satan. He’s the embodiment of Satan because he 
possesses the same power. V2b says – to it [to the beast] the dragon gave his power. 
Power to do what? Steal, kill, and destroy. That’s the power of Satan. Like Jesus said in 
John 10:10 – The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. So too the beast. He 
possesses the same power. 
 
3. He rules Satan’s kingdom. Satan will not only give his power to the beast, but his 
throne it says in v2. Meaning the beast will rule the world in The Great Tribulation. The 
kingdom of those who reject God. 
 
4. He has Satan’s authority. From v2 again, Satan will give the beast great authority. 
Same in v7b – Authority was given it over every tribe and people and language and 
nation. Authority to make decisions and exert his influence. 
 
4 reasons the beast is the embodiment of Satan. (Summary) 
 
Ø But that’s only half of it. The other half is that he will oppress the church. Which I’ll get 
to in a few minutes. 
 
In the meantime, you might be wondering what the beast has to do with the Antichrist. 
The title of the sermon. And the answer is, they’re one and the same. 
 
Due to similar descriptions and characteristics . . . 
The beast is also known as the Antichrist and Man of Lawlessness. (2 Thess 2:1-4; 1 
Jn 2:22) 
That’s how he’s labeled in other passages. Same descriptions, attributes, and activities; but 
different names to fit the context. 
 
Like 1 John 2:22. Where the same author as Revelation says: Who is the liar but he who 
denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the 



Son. Different label, but same figure. Because he’s a liar and denier. Just like the beast in 
Rev 13 blasphemes God, or lies about him; and denies the lordship of Christ by requiring 
people to worship himself instead. Different words, but same idea. So the Antichrist and 
beast are one and the same.***** 
 
Ø And then there’s the way Paul refers to him. And I want you to see it for yourself. So 
keep your finger in Rev 13, and turn to 2 Thess 2. 
 
The Apostle Paul is writing, and says in v1 – Now concerning the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him [our rapture], we ask you, brothers, 
[2] not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a 
letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. [3] Let no one 
deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and 
the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, [4] who opposes and exalts 
himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the 
temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. 
 
And then look at v9-10: 
[9] The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs 
and wonders, [10] and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because 
they refused to love the truth and so be saved. Sounds a lot like Rev 13. We won’t be 
raptured and gathered to Christ Paul says in v3, until rebellion breaks out, rampant 
unbelief and disorder, and the man of lawlessness is revealed. 
 
The point being, he’s the same person as the Antichrist and beast. Because he opposes any 
worship that doesn’t exalt himself, v4, and forces his way into the church; the temple of 
God. Even worse, he actually proclaims himself to be God. Which is blasphemy at its 
worst. Just like John says of the beast in Rev 13. He’ll utter blasphemies, make war on the 
saints, and demand worship. Same characteristics, same activities, same person. 
 
The beast, the Antichrist, and the Man of Lawlessness are one and the same. 
 
And no matter how you slice it . . . 
His attributes are evil. 
By whatever name, he’s wicked. That’s the next thing that jumps off the page in Rev 13. 5 
evil attributes. 
 
The first one we find, is that he’s opportunistic. The Antichrist is opportunistic. Because 
in v1 he rises out of the sea. He takes advantage of the chaos and evil of The Great 
Tribulation to make his entrance. That’s opportunistic. And as we’ll see in the second half 
of this chapter, it doesn’t stop there. He’s a master of taking advantage of weakness and 
chaos. 
 
Second, he’s blasphemous. Mentioned 4 times in this passage (1,5,6). From blasphemous 
names to blasphemous words. And it’s not hard to imagine. Because blasphemy is 
becoming the norm in our day. From the language of your co-workers, to the ivory halls of 
art and the cesspool of social media. The ground is being prepared. The sea is being 
stirred. 
 

Third, he’s destructive. The beast is destructive. We saw it explicitly in 2 Thess 2:3 
where he’s called the son of destruction. And we see it metaphorically here in v2. Where 
the beast is described as a leopard, a bear, and a lion. Most likely a reference to Daniel 7 
(4-7) where 4 different empires in his day are described like that. Empires and leaders that 
were destructive in their own right. But here, the worst of their attributes are combined 
and compounded in one empire. 
 
In fact, that’s probably the idea of 10 horns and 7 heads. A reference to 10 kings in 
another prophecy from Daniel (7:24), and 7 leaders of Rome in John’s day. All of which is 
confirmed in chapter 17 (9-12). The horns and heads represent kings and kingdoms. 
 
In other words, John is combining Old Testament prophecy with new Testament rulers, to 
describe an evil, destructive conglomerate in the future. An empire and leader called the 
beast. 
 
Fourth, he’s deceitful. V3. One of its heads [one of its leaders or some aspect of its 
leadership] seemed to have a mortal wound [a deadly injury or unsolvable problem], but 
its mortal wound was healed, and the whole earth marveled as they followed the beast.  
 
The word seemed, seems to imply that the wound or problem wasn’t real or as bad as it 
looked. Making the healing an act of deceit. And that fits with 2 Jn 7 where the Antichrist 
is explicitly described as a deceiver. 
 
But what the exact wound or issue will be, we don’t know. I tend to think it’s going to be 
political in nature, because this is most likely a veiled reference to Nero; as an example of 
the coming Antichrist. 
 
Nero, if you remember, was that wicked ruler of Rome, in a line of several rulers, several 
heads, about 30 years before John wrote this. And when Nero committed suicide after 
trying to destroy Rome by fire and blame the Christians, it looked like the empire was 
doomed. Dead. Until Nero was replaced by Vespasian, another ruler, who led the empire 
to a miraculous recovery. That’s what most people thought in those days. It was a miracle. 
 
The point being, Nero and Vespasian probably represent the kind of miraculous healing 
that we can expect of the Antichrist. And the whole thing will be a sham. Or at least made 
to look worse than it really is. So that people marvel about him. Blind to his deceit. 
 
And last, from v5, he’s going to be arrogant. Uttering haughty and blasphemous words. 
Words full of pride. And when you put that together with his self-exaltation from 2 Thess 
2, the result is arrogance. 
 
Made worse by people falling all over themselves to worship him. Like it says in v4 – 
They worshiped the dragon [Satan himself], for he had given his authority to the beast, 
and they worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against 
it?” “He’s so awesome. He’s so powerful. We love him.” They’re going to add to his 
arrogance by worshiping him. Sounds recently familiar. 
 
But then, it’s not going to be a few, it’s going to be all. All who dwell on the earth will 
worship him it says in v8. 
 



Every person who doesn’t worship the Lamb, will worship the beast. It’s one or the other. 
And who you choose now will go a long way toward who you choose then. 
 
5 attributes that are evil to the core. Laid out, so we know him when we see him. 
 
And then, are his activities. Laid out to manage our expectations and prepare ourselves.  
 
Because . . . 
His activities are brutal. 
There’s no getting around it. 
 
The first of which is found in v7 – It was allowed to make war on the saints and to 
conquer them. Make war, as in attack, pursue, and destroy the followers of Christ. That’s 
what you do when you wage war against someone. And when it’s for the purpose of 
subjugating evil, it’s right. War is right. But when it’s for the purpose of elevating evil, 
it’s wrong. And brutal. Especially when such evil is allowed to win; allowed to conquer 
like it says. 
 
All of which is fleshed out in v9-10. Where it says that the beast will kill and enslave the 
saints. If anyone has an ear, let him hear [and this is what we should hear]: [10] If anyone 
is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword, with the 
sword must he be slain. 
 
John quotes the prophet Jeremiah (15:2; 43:11) to say that if it’s God’s will to be slain or 
enslaved by the Antichrist, so be it. That’s how it’s going to be. That’s how he’s going to 
conquer. By attacking, killing, enslaving and berating the church. Brutal to the core. 
 
And if we’re not careful, if we’re not ready, we’ll be tempted to throw in the towel and 
forsake our faith. Jump ship and give up the fight. Who can resist? His attributes are evil 
and his activities brutal. 
 
But don’t give up! 
That’s the point. The point of the entire passage. Don’t give up and don’t give in. V10b – 
Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints. This passage is a call to endure. To 
manage your expectations and never give up. Hold fast and keep the faith. Because (a) it 
won’t last forever, (b) God is in control, and (c) he will sustain you.  
 
Don’t give up because it won’t last forever. 42 months. That’s all the beast has. V5b – it 
was allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months. 3 ½ years. After that, it’s curtains. 
Full stop. So don’t give up. 
 
B – God is in control. Don’t give up because God is in control. Sovereign now and 
sovereign then. Because v5 says that the beast is allowed to exercise authority. And v7 – it 
was allowed to make war on the saints. Allowed by God. To do only what God permits, 
and no more. So don’t give up. God’s got it. He’s in control. 
 
And (c), God’s got you. Don’t give up because God will sustain you. If your name is 
written in the book of life like it says in v8, confirmed by your faith in the Lamb who was 
slain, God will preserve you. Whether you live or whether you die.  
 

Which means the conquering of v7 is temporary. A blip on the radar screen. In the end, we 
will conquer him (15:2). Just like Jesus conquered in his death. 
 
So whatever you do, don’t give up. (Summary) Or in the words of Winston Churchill in 
the middle of WWII: “Never give in, never give in, never, never, never, never . . . we have 
only to persevere to conquer.” (Harrow School, Oct. 29, 1941) Little did he know how 
true and eternal those words are. Hold fast. 
 
Prayer – Lord, we trust you. We trust your protection, your provision, your sovereignty, 
and your love. To the extent that’s not true, strengthen us. Fortify our faith, bolster our 
belief, solidify our convictions, and reinforce our resolve. So that when the times, we hold 
fast. True to you, and true to your Word. 
 
You Are Loved 


