
Jesus for Me                
 
This will be a bit heavy on the doctrinal teaching this morning. Lots of verses, most will 
be on the screen. Not ideal, but typical of a more topical message. 
 
The title of Jesus for Me could suggest the gift of Jesus to us. But my focus this morning 
is more on the work of Jesus. The work of Jesus intaking our place on the cross. And by 
doing so, save us.  
 
The nice, sweet Christmas verse of Matt 1:21 has some pretty dark overtones. 
 “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from 
their sins.” Matt. 1:21   
Jesus was born as the incarnate Word, but he was born to die. And in doing so save his 
people.  
 
He didn’t come to save the people from the oppressive Roman government.  Or even their 
life circumstances and problems. He didn’t heal all their sickness and disease. He didn’t 
come to make everything perfect.  
That’s when he returns….he will make everything right.  
 
But the first time he came, was to save us from the single most devasting thing to ever 
have happened to us.  
The worst thing we could’ve done to ourselves and our relationship with our Creator. The 
greatest problem ever. Sin.  
 
He came to save his people from their sins. He was born to atone for sins.  
IOW: by dying, he provided forgiveness of sins and appeased God’s wrath against us. 
And in doing so, he permanently made right our relationship with God. That’s what he 
came to do.  
That’s atonement.  
 
Not a word you probably use in your daily vocabulary or even thought about for that case.  
But it’s not an over-statement to say, the doctrine of atonement is one of the most 
important and pivotal doctrines of the Bible.  
 
Quite simply put, the doctrine of substitutionary sacrifice, is the bedrock of our salvation. 
Jesus for me. Mess with it, deny or reduce this doctrine and it creates a foundation that is 
neither biblical nor sustainable.  
 
In fact, when churches deny or reduce this doctrine, many times it is the beginning of the 
end of that church. Even if their doors stay open. 
 
But in order to begin to understand the atonement through Christ we need to be reminded 
of the Day of Atonement in OT (Lev.16):   
 The one day of the year all the accumulated sins of the Israelites of the past year are 
purged from the holy sanctuary.  
 Through the bloody work of the priest, the people’s sins are covered by the blood of an 
animal sacrifice and in doing so the sins are atoned for/ their sins are wiped clean. 
 God passes over the sins of the people and their sins are forgiven. 
 

With the sacrifice of bulls and goats, we have the innocent dying in place of the guilty. 
The guilt of the people is transferred onto the innocent animals, the animal is sacrificed, 
and the people are declared forgiven.  
 
This bloody day allowed for peace, fellowship, and worship to continue between a holy 
and just God and his unholy but penitent people.  
The Day of Atonement remains the most visual presentation of the gospel in the Bible (the 
OT matters), the whole day was filled with symbolism that points to Jesus Christ. Points 
to our day of atonement…Good Friday. 
 
The only problem with the OT observance was that it was only temporary. It had to be 
repeated. Over and over. The bloody and never-ending cycle of sacrificing that which 
could never completely and fully fix the problem.  
To be fully and permanently forgiven something better needed to be done other than 
endless animal sacrifices. The animal sacrifices were not sufficient. And never would be.  
 
*Now, the apparent dilemma that the atonement addresses is this: 
God loves sinners and desires to save them, but God hates sin and needs to punish it.  
Just to be clear, it’s not a dilemma for God. Never has been. 
 
In the atonement we see… 

• The faithfulness of God’s love John 3:16 magnitude  
God loves sinners and desires to save them. How do we know that? “For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.” John 3:16  
God is love…everyone knows that. Everyone claims that as their doctrine of God. But 
love is more than just a nice feeling.  
 
Love is a willful decision that is demonstrated by a deliberate and positive action.  
That’s what God did. God loved the world, so…what does he do?  
Of all the things he could’ve done, God does the unthinkable. The unimaginable.  
 God comes to us.  
 
The second person of the Trinity. Fully God becomes fully man. God doesn’t provide 
some impersonal and detached solution. He sends Jesus. We get Jesus becoming us and 
solving the problem himself. Incredible.  
 
This right here is what makes Christianity different from any other religion. Our God 
came to us. It was never about our inept attempts to get to him.  
In Jesus we see the perfect, incredible, and undeserved love of God. 
The love of God for an unlovely people, who have grossly offended the God who loves 
them.  
 
And then Jesus did what we needed him to do.   
He lived a sinless life. As fully human, he never sinned.  
We can’t talk about the death of Jesus without first discussing the life of Jesus. Too many 
times, I think we fly right by the incredible fact of Jesus’ sinless life without truly 
considering it.  

Without a perfect life we don’t have a perfect death.  
 



I think you are similar to me in that I can’t fathom sinlessness any more than I 
comprehend eternity past and future. We really can’t grasp sinlessness.  
 
Jesus perfectly obeyed God the Father. All the time. Every second of his life. As a child. 
And as a teen. He was perfect in everything he does. He never had a wrong desire, motive, 
attitude, thought, or action.  
 
It has to be understood, that for our redemption to take place, the law had to be satisfied 
by a perfect man. Man. Not by God or by an angel. The only way to be redeemed was by a 
perfect man.   
 
And through God’s faithful and magnificent love he provided Jesus as fully man for us.  
 
But in the atonement, we have not just God’s perfect love, but also God’s perfect justice.  
 
In the atonement we also see: 

• The fullness of God’s justice  Romans 3:25-26 perfection  
God is love… but God is also just. Haven’t heard to many people lately use that attribute 
to describe God.  
 
God’s righteousness is another word for God’s justice. All God’s ways are right. All his 
ways are justice/just.  God always does what agrees with himself as he is the final 
standard of what is right. Yes, God is love. But God is also just. 
And because he is, it is necessary/required for him to treat people according to what they 
deserve.  
And that means God hates sin and needs to punish it. If he doesn’t punish sin, then he 
would be unrighteous. He would be unjust.  
 
So, he doesn’t give us a wink and then just cancel the debt. That would make him unjust.  
 
What does God do? He pours out his wrath on Jesus. Jesus pays the price.  
He takes the wrath we deserve.  
Romans 3:25-26 
24 in Christ Jesus…whom God put forward (he sent his Son) as a 
propitiation(appeasement of God’s wrath toward sin/us) by his blood, to be received by 
faith. This was to show God's righteousness (justice), because in his divine forbearance he 
had passed over former sins.(he withheld judgment for the sins committed prior to Jesus’ 
death)  26 It was to show (the giving of Jesus for us) his righteousness at the present time, 
(at the right time Christ died for the ungodly), so that he might be just and the justifier of 
the one who has faith in Jesus.( Because of Christ, God is able to be just to the one who 
has faith in Jesus) 
What glorious news!  
 
Fallen humans can’t satisfy God’s wrath.  
And man’s only attempt to pay for his sins is to eternally suffer in a real place called hell. 
It’s impossible.  
 
Mankind needed someone to take their place. Sinners need a sinless person to step in and 
do what they could never possibly do.  
 

The wages of sin is death and without perfect outside representation and purification, we 
are damned forever.  
 
That’s why in the shocking death of Jesus; 

We see the full wrath of a just God being poured out.  
We see God punishing Jesus instead of us.  
We see Jesus for me. For us. 

 
And lastly, the atonement is  
The finality of Jesus’ work Hebrew 10:10 
Hebrews 10:10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body 
of Jesus Christ once for all.         
Once for all time. As in done. “it is finished”. It’s final.  
The gospel is all about what’s been done. And not what needs to be done.  
Our sins our transferred (imputed) onto him… For our sake he(God) made him(Jesus) to 
be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Cor. 
5:21---the innocent for guilty.  
 
Meaning Jesus is the perfect fulfillment of the Day of Atonement.  
Which makes Jesus greater. Greater than all our sin. All our efforts. All our good works.  
 
In closing, I’d like to quickly flesh out 5 things that Jesus is greater than because of his 
work on our behalf. A quick list to continue to help us increase our awe and worship for 
what Jesus has done on our behalf.  
 
Jesus is greater than… 

1. Man’s sacrifices  
I’ve already touched on this but… 
12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of God, Heb. 10:12 
 
As the sinless man, he is the perfect sacrifice. No animal or fallen would suffice. What the 
sacrifices couldn’t permanently do, Jesus did.  Only the spotless Lamb of God. 
 “behold the lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!” John the Baptist cried 
out. And in doing so, he was helping the people connect the dots about who Jesus is and 
what he was born to do.  
 
Hopefully, no one is sacrificing animals on your makeshift altar in the backyard. What 
does this mean for us? 

He is greater than all our religious efforts to add to what he has done. We can’t atone 
for our sins any more than we can stop sinning.  
We draw from the sacrifice of Jesus; never do we add to it.  
 
We need to rest in the reality of the completed work of Jesus. Our goal is to live from the 
perfect and sufficient gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 
Jesus is greater than… 

2. Any earthly priest 
“For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus,” 1 Timothy 2:5  



All who believe in the Person of Jesus Christ –have full access to God through him. We 
go directly to him and confess our sin to him.  
 
We are now represented by Jesus. The Great High Priest. And he is a sympathetic High 
Priest.  
 
What intimacy we have can with God the Father through God the Son.  
We are understood. We are cared for. We are forgiven. Personally, by Jesus. He was 
tempted in all the same ways as we are. He knows what we go through and what we face. 
We are known. 
 
Not by a mere fallen man. But by our risen Savior who sits at the right of God on our 
behalf. We can and must go boldly before his throne of grace. 
 
Jesus is greater than… 

3. The Law 
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them” Matt. 5:17  
Christ has met all the demands of the law for us. That’s the gospel.  
Jesus did perfectly what we could never do. Obeying not just the letter of the law but the 
spirit of law.  
We are now slaves of righteousness. Of Christ. No longer a slave to sin.  
 
We are now under Christ…our obligation is now to Christ who has fulfilled the law.  
Since Jesus is greater than the law, we are freed by Christ and have freedom in Christ.  
  
Jesus is greater than… 

4. Condemnation—no more guilt, shame, or wrath. 
“There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” Romans 8: 1. 
On the cross, our sin was placed on Jesus. And when we believe by grace through faith, 
his righteousness is accredited to us.  
Double imputation/ the great exchange. Our sin for his righteousness.  
 
Completely unfair. To Jesus. 
 
We were once enemies of God. But through Jesus we are brought near. So, near we are 
now in Christ. Redeemed. Reconciled. No more enmity between us and God. Relationally, 
we are now at peace with God.  
 
Because of the atonement, now God sees us through the righteousness of Jesus. We are 
now declared righteous. Not just set free, not just forgiven, but declared innocent.  
No more wrath. No more condemnation. No more damnation. Because Jesus is so much 
greater. 
 
Jesus is greater than… 

5. Death 
John 11: 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. 
Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 
 
Jesus is no longer on the cross. He is risen.  

The atonement doesn’t end at the cross. If Jesus never walked out of the tomb, then he 
was never who he said was and he wasn’t sinless.  
If Christ didn’t rise, than we are still in sin and  we are hopeless and to be pitied.  
17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile (pointless—why?), and you are still 
in your sins.  
 
The resurrection is crucial because it proves the atonement of Jesus.  
Jesus being raised from the dead is affirming that his death on the cross is the sufficient 
payment for God’s wrath, for our salvation.  
 
Because he was the perfect sacrifice, God had to accept Jesus as the payment. And when 
that happened death was defeated.  
Death had to release Jesus from its grasp. and he was raised to life.  
 
And because Jesus defeated death, whoever believes in him, though he die, yet shall he 
live.  
Just like Rob’s Mom is experiencing right now. Though she died,  she lives.  
If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
That my friends is true hope. That is great assurance.  
Jesus truly saves his people from their sins.  
 
Pray  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


