
Battle Plans – Rev 12 (Part 2) 
Rev 12. This is part 2 of a sermon from this chapter that looks to the past to explain the 
present. Even the future. And in so doing, it describes a battle we’re in. A battle that 
started in heaven and spread to earth. A battle, with battle plans to win it. Battle plans. 
 
But to see them, you have to understand . . . 
The Symbols 
Which occupied most of our time in Part 1. Because there’s a bunch of them, and they’re 
significant. Starting with the dragon. 
  
• The dragon represents Satan 
A fallen angel who was thrown down to earth. 
• The woman represents the people of God 
From Eve and ancient Israel to Mary and the church. 
• The wilderness represents a place of refuge 
A time of spiritual nourishment and divine protection.  
• 3 ½ years represents a shortened period of time 
Not only in The Great Tribulation, but now; throughout the history of the church. Four 
symbols that led to the first battle plan. 
 
But before we go there, there are two more symbols we need to define. Starting in v13. 
 
After describing Satan’s downfall from heaven, and his resulting rage, John says – [13] 
And when the dragon saw that he had been thrown down to the earth [sometime previous 
to Adam and Eve’s fall in the Garden of Eden], he pursued the woman who had given 
birth to the male child. Referring to v5; the birth of Jesus. 
 
Given that the rest of the woman’s offspring isn’t in view until v17, the woman here most 
likely refers to the last of ancient Israel and the first of the early church. Those who 
believed in Jesus as the Messiah during his 30 years of life. Satan pursued them to devour 
them. Just like he wanted to devour Jesus; in v4. 
 
[14] But the woman [v14, the first believers] was given the two wings of the great eagle [a 
symbol of divine deliverance] so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness [a 
situation of refuge and protection], to the place where she is to be nourished for a time, 
and times, and half a time. 3 ½ years. A shortened period of time to preserve her; preserve 
the early church. 
 
And now come the two symbols. [15] The serpent poured water like a river out of his 
mouth after the woman, to sweep her away with a flood. [16] But the earth came to the 
help of the woman, and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the 
dragon had poured from his mouth. 
 
[17] Then the dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the 
rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God and hold to the 
testimony of Jesus. Referring to the church. Those who keep God’s commandments and 
believe in Jesus. He wages war. We’re in a battle. A battle to hold fast while he tries to 
derail us. And make life miserable if he fails. 
 
And he [v17b; Satan] stood on the sand of the sea. (ESV) The edge of chaos and evil. 

Another symbol, and a bridge to the next vision. But it’s the flood and the earth that are 
most important to our battle plans. And the first is easier than the second. 
 
• The flood represents overwhelming evil 
V15 – The serpent poured water like a river out of his mouth after the woman, to sweep 
her away with a flood. Water pouring out of Satan like a river can only mean one thing: 
overwhelming evil and destruction. Like a flood that sweeps everything away in its path. 
 
It’s like King David’s prayer in Ps 69:14-15 – Deliver me from sinking in the mire; let me 
be delivered from my enemies and from the deep waters. [15] Let not the flood sweep over 
me, or the deep swallow me up, or the pit close its mouth over me. Let not the 
overwhelming evil of my enemies swallow me up. 
 
It’s the very thing Satan tried to do in the early days of the church. And the very thing he 
continues right now. Inventing malicious lies, recycling false accusations, spewing hateful 
claims, spreading divisive ideologies, and perpetuating despicable practices. That’s his 
flood in our culture these days. 
 
From accusations of bigotry toward those who hold to a biblical view of marriage and 
transgenderism, to allegations of racism toward those who reject woke victimhood, to 
claims of arrogance toward those who hold to Jesus as the only way to God. All lies, and 
all from the evil one. Lies and evil that threaten to overwhelm us like a flood. That’s the 
first symbol necessary to understanding our battle plans. 
 
Ø The second is the earth. And what that represents, I’m not sure. And neither is anybody 
else. We just don’t have much to go on. [16] The earth came to the help of the woman, 
and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed the river that the dragon had poured from 
his mouth. 
 
Certainly there are instances in redemptive history where God literally used the earth to 
swallow up evil people. Like the men of Korah in Nu 16 (v30), or the Egyptian armies in 
the Red Sea. The earth swallowed them, Moses said. (Ex 15:12) But what does it mean 
here? 
 
I would suggest this: 
• The earth could represent the tomb of Christ 
I can’t say that with certainty, but it certainly fits. If the woman is the last of ancient Israel 
and the first of the early church, during the life of Jesus (13); then his grave or tomb, 
referring to his death, might very well represent the means by which God swallowed 
Satan’s flood of evil. Absorbed it. Rendered it powerless. Desperate as Satan was to stop 
the church before it ever started, he was defeated by a tomb cut out of the earth. 
 
That said, it could just as easily be a vision with no particular connection. Just a way to 
visualize the divine deliverance and protection we enjoy from Satan. 
 
Either way, those two symbols helps us understand . . . 
The Plans 
Our battle plans. The first of which we covered last week. 
• Know the history 
If you’re going to fight the battle and win the battle, you have to know the history. 



Including the Gospel history. That God sent Jesus to die for our sins and defeat Satan’s 
attack. Triumphing once and for all. Know it, believe it, and hold fast to it. That was last 
week. Know the history. 
 
Second, the second part of the battle plan, is to . . . 
• Know your enemy 
Know who it is you’re fighting, and everything you can about them. That’s why espionage 
exists. Why every developed country in the world invests massive amounts of money and 
manpower to know as much as they can about other countries. Especially their enemies. 
 
Know who you’re fighting. Your adversary, Peter says (1 Pet 5:8). The devil himself. The 
great dragon, ancient serpent, and deceiver of the whole world, v9. Satan. He’s not just an 
enemy, some nebulous force or being out there. He’s your enemy. Your adversary.  
 
Fail to know him and think of him as such, and you’ll fail to fight him as such. Waltzing 
through life as if the bombs aren’t dropping and the arrows aren’t flying. He’s not just a 
figment of John’s imagination, he’s real. 
 
Ø But that’s only half the battle. The other half is knowing his attributes. What he’s like. 
What drives him. What fuels him. And thank goodness we don’t have to sleuth around 
like a bunch of spies to find out. It’s right here. 
 
Starting with the fact that . . . 
He’s deceitful 
Satan is deceitful. That’s the idea of a serpent as he called in v9 – that ancient serpent. It 
conveys his craftiness; his deceptiveness. Like it says in Gen 3:1 – The serpent was more 
crafty than any other beast of the field. And 2 Cor 11:4 says he even disguises himself as 
an angel of light. About as deceitful as you can get. The darkest being in the universe 
masquerading as righteous. Know that your enemy is deceitful. 
 
Second, know that . . . 
He’s slanderous 
Accusatory. Lobbing grenades at our righteousness in Christ and our standing before God 
day and night it says in v10. Constantly accusing us of fakery and sin. Like the paid 
informants in John’s day who made a profession of accusing people before the authorities. 
Only Satan does it out of spite. Hatred. No payment necessary. 
 
Fortunately, Jesus stands with us. Interceding on our behalf at the right hand of God. As 
close as you can get. Plus, God is for us the Bible says. So much so that nobody can be 
against us. Not even Satan. Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? (Rom 8:33-
34) Any accusation of merit? Any legitimate slander? Nobody. 
 
Because God is the one who justifies. God is the one who declares us righteous. Not 
ourselves, or our friends, or the writings of some self-appointed guru; but Almighty God. 
Whose word is final. Satan be damned. 
 
Know that he’s slanderous, and that it doesn’t matter. 
 
Third, know that . . . 
He’s fallen 

Fallen and on his way down. Deserving not the least bit of reverence or fear. 
We see it here in Rev 12, and we also find it in Ez 28. And I’d like for you to turn there 
with me. Ez 28:12-19. 
 
God is speaking through Ezekiel to the king of Tyre here, just up the coast from ancient 
Israel; and he uses verbiage that’s not only reminiscent of Satan’s fall from heaven, but 
verbiage that describes someone way beyond a human being. 
 
[12b] “You were the signet of perfection [God says; the epitome of it], full of wisdom and 
perfect in beauty. [13] You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone was 
your covering, sardius, topaz, and diamond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sapphire, emerald, 
and carbuncle; and crafted in gold were your settings and your engravings. On the day 
that you were created they were prepared. [He was clothed in beauty.] 
 
[14] You were an anointed guardian cherub [an angel]. I placed you; you were on the 
holy mountain of God; in the midst of the stones of fire you walked [God’s very presence]. 
[15] You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created, till unrighteousness 
was found in you. [16] In the abundance of your trade [your angelic work] you were filled 
with violence in your midst, and you sinned; so I cast you as a profane thing 
[blasphemous and irreverent] from the mountain of God, and I destroyed you, O guardian 
cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. [Just like Rev 12.] 
 
[17] Your heart was proud because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the 
sake of your splendor. [You made bad choices just to look good.] I cast you to the ground; 
I exposed you before kings, to feast their eyes on you. [18] By the multitude of your 
iniquities, in the unrighteousness of your trade you profaned your sanctuaries [sacred 
spaces]. [19] All who know you among the peoples are appalled at you; you have come to 
a dreadful end and shall be no more forever.” 
 
He’s speaking to the king of Tyre, using language for the prince of darkness. Exposing his 
fallenness. His fall from grace, his fall from heaven, his fall from use, perfection, beauty, 
wisdom, and honor. Satan is fallen. And deserves not the least bit of reverence or fear. 
 
Which I fear some people inadvertently give him, by giving him credit where credit isn’t 
due. Assigning all bad things to his doing, when he’s clearly limited. He’s not omnipotent. 
He’s not omniscient; he doesn’t know everything; including your thoughts. He’s not 
omnipresent, everywhere at the same time. He’s fallen and finite. 
 
So be careful of giving Satan credit for things he may have nothing to do with. From bad 
things to strange things. They might just be the result of our fallen world, or the sinfulness 
of man. Know your enemy as he is. 
 
And last here, know that . . . 
He’s angry 
Back to Rev 12. In v12b, a voice from heaven says – Woe to you, O earth and sea, for the 
devil has come down to you in great wrath. Anger. Fury. And when you combine it with 
the angelic power he does have, it’s something to be wary of. That’s why Peter tells us to 
be sober and vigilant in our battle with Satan (1 Pet 5:8). Solemn and watchful. Because 
angry power is destructive power. Caring less about who it affects, and more that it does. 
Be sober and vigilant. 



But never fearful. Ever. Because he who is in you is greater than he who is in the world (1 
Jn 4:4). The Holy Spirit is infinitely more powerful than Satan. And Satan doesn’t touch 
us the Bible says, because the Lord guards us (1 Jn 5:18; 2 Thess 3:3). Be sober and 
vigilant about Satan’s anger, but never fearful. It’s the second part of our battle plan. 
Know your enemy. 
 
Third . . . 
• Know the situation 
The situation at hand. That far from a lull in the action . . . 
 
The battle rages 
It started and never stopped. Never waned. Because Satan is furious and never sleeps. 
Always scheming and never resting. Know that the battle rages. 
 
Second, know that his . . . 
Time is short 
The battle rages and time is short. Satan knows it. And we should too. So as not to lose 
heart by thinking this is never going to stop. God will end it someday. For good. In the 
meantime, Satan makes the most of it. Because time is short. 
 
Third . . . 
The stakes are high 
From the fame of Jesus’ name to the loss of life. Whether God’s glorified or we’re killed. 
It’s high stakes. The kingdom’s not at stake. The gates of hell won’t prevail. Nor is our 
salvation at stake. We’re secure in Christ. Nothing can separate us. 
 
But our lives are stake. Who knows what we might have to give up? Who knows what it 
will cost to stand for Jesus? Your job? Your standard of living? The respect of your peers? 
Fines? Imprisonment? The stakes are high. Not the least of which is the glory of God. And 
if we don’t consider that, know that, we probably won’t fight like we should. 
 
And fourth . . . 
Victory is certain 
Know that for sure. That Rev 19 and the return of Christ is coming; the Battle of 
Armageddon and Satan’s defeat. And chapter 20 after it. When Satan is bound and 
eventually thrown in the Lake of Fire. It’s certain. Victory is certain. 
 
And not just in the future, but now. Victory is certain now. Secured by the blood of the 
Lamb, the death and resurrection of Jesus. Like it says in v11 – They have conquered him 
by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony. Have conquered. Already. 
For they loved not their lives even unto death. 
 
The battle rages, time is short, the stakes are high, and victory is certain. Because Jesus 
died, Jesus rose, Jesus is coming, and his people are willing to die for it. Know the 
situation. 
 
And last . . . 
• Know yourself 
Know your strengths, your weaknesses, your tendencies, everything. Make an honest 
assessment and know yourself. Where do you stand in light of v11? Do you love your life? 

Is it so precious to you that you’d never give it up for Jesus? Never lay it down for the 
Gospel? Never sacrifice it for the church? 
 
What about laying your life down daily? Loving and serving and blessing people. Is that 
you? 
 
I hope so. Because that’s what the battle requires. That we love not our lives even unto 
death. That we give what we cannot keep to gain what we cannot lose. Including the 
kingdom, the power, the glory, and the victory. 
 
Know yourself, and hold fast. Not to your life, but to Jesus. 
 
Prayer – Lord, thank you for revealing such truths to us. Help us take them to heart and 
live accordingly. Help us to live for you and die for you every day. Spur us on to fight the 
battle that’s already won, and bring fame to your name. 
 
You Are Loved 


