
Battle Plans – Rev 12 (Part 1) 
Rev 12. We’re studying the book of Revelation and all it has to say about the end times. 
For the purpose of holding fast; persevering to the end. And chapter 12 takes a step back 
to explain the backstory; the history behind it all. Describing a battle that rages right now. 
A battle we’re in. This isn’t just about the future, it’s about the present. About a battle that 
rages, with battle plans to win. 
 
And it’s important to know 3 things about this chapter: 
1. There are two descriptions of one event. V1-6 are more of a broad-stroke summary, 
while v7-17 go into more detail. Two descriptions, one event. Keep that in mind. 
 
2. The events span all of time. Past, present, and future. It’s a sweeping survey of all 
redemptive history. I’ll try to point out the indicators of that as we go. 
 
3. The symbols are the key. The key to reveal the meaning. Fail to understand the symbols, 
and you’ll fail to see the battle plans. Like a civilian looking at a military map full of 
acronyms. Fail to understand the acronyms, and you’ll fail to understand the plan. 
 
So let’s start there. With . . . 
The Symbols 
Rev 11:19. That’s where we left off, and that’s where the vision and symbols begin. After 
describing the last trumpet judgement, John says – Then [indicating another vision is 
coming] God’s temple in heaven was opened, and the ark of his covenant was seen within 
his temple. [Not that there’s a literal temple and a literal ark in heaven, but that this is a 
glimpse into the holy of holies. Like the temple of old.] There were flashes of lightning, 
rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake, and heavy hail. (ESV) Indicators of great 
power and great upheaval. And we find out why in the very next verse.  
 
12:1 – And a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. [The sun and moon are symbols 
of radiance and honor, and the stars probably refer to the 12 tribes of Israel. More on that 
later.] [2] She was pregnant and was crying out in birth pains and the agony of giving 
birth. 
 
[3] And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads 
and ten horns, and on his heads seven diadems. Seven crowns. A grotesque and menacing 
creature who is obviously Satan. 
 
• The dragon represents Satan 
That’s the first main symbol you can’t afford to miss. The dragon is Satan. Because John 
is explicit about it in v9; the second description of all this. [9] The great dragon [he says] 
was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of 
the whole world. 5 names in one sentence. The dragon is Satan. 
 
And his color in v3 probably indicates his evil nature and anger, while his seven heads, 
seven crowns, and ten horns probably symbolize overwhelming power, complete 
authority, and worldwide rule. Drawing on the description in Dan 7 (v6-7, 19-27) of a 
beast who also has 10 horns, and is said to rule over 10 kings and kingdoms. The world at 
that time. Combine all that with his anger and evil and you get a pretty imposing figure. 
Not someone to trifle with. Or dabble in. 

Ø [4] His tail swept down a third of the stars of heaven and cast them to the earth. [Stars 
here, representing fallen angels; who we know as demons. And v9 says Satan was thrown 
down to earth as well. Satan and a third of the angels were banished from heaven to earth.] 
And the dragon [v4] stood before the woman who was about to give birth, so that when 
she bore her child he might devour it. Kill it and consume it. About as gross and debased 
as you can get. 
 
And then we find out who the baby is. [5] She gave birth to a male child, one who is to 
rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child was caught up to God and to his 
throne. Obviously referring to Jesus and his ascension. The one who will rule and reign 
over the whole world one day. 
 
The child is Jesus, and it’s one of the first clues that this vision describes something that 
took place in the past. Because Jesus was born and ascended to heaven 2000 years ago. 
She gave birth it says, and the child was caught up to God. Past tense. 
 
But that’s not it. He was caught up to heaven, v6, and the woman fled into the wilderness 
[past tense], where she has a place prepared by God [present tense], in which she is to be 
nourished [future tense] for 1,260 days. It’s a sweeping view of time; past, present, and 
future. And it completes the first description of things. 
 
But that still leaves some questions. Who’s the woman, what’s the wilderness, and why 
1,260 days? 
 
Ø Let’s start with the woman. She’s radiant, pregnant, giving birth, and fleeing. And while 
Mary, the mother of Jesus, fits a portion of that description, it can’t just be her. Because 
she didn’t flee into the wilderness after Christ’s ascension like it says in v6, nor is the 
church considered her offspring. Like it says in v17. 
 
Expanding on v6, it says – [17] The dragon became furious with the woman and went off 
to make war on the rest of her offspring, on those who keep the commandments of God 
and hold to the testimony of Jesus (17). That’s the church. Followers of Christ. Only a tiny 
portion of whom would be considered offspring of Mary. 
 
So the woman in this chapter has to represent some-one or some-thing far bigger than just 
her. And that’s the people of God. 
 
• The woman represents the people of God 
And I say it that way, very broadly, because there are 4 aspects of God’s people in view 
here. Eve, ancient Israel, Mary, and the church; including us. The symbolism is that broad, 
because of the way John refers to the woman. Let’s take each of those in turn. 
 
First, I think the woman is a veiled reference to Eve because of Gen 3:15. Where God is 
speaking to Satan in the Garden of Eden and says: 

[15] I will put enmity between you and the woman [Satan and Eve], and between your 
offspring [your followers] and her offspring; he [a particular man from Eve’s offspring] 
shall bruise your head [deliver a death blow to Satan], and you shall bruise his heel 
[deliver an injury].” 

 
The battle didn’t start with Mary, it started with Eve. At least on earth. 



Satan stood before Eve in a figurative sense, just like he stood before Mary in a spiritual 
sense. Hoping to avoid the death blow before her offspring could even breath. 
 
So when John describes a radiant, honored, pregnant woman in Rev 12, one of the people 
he probably had in mind was Eve. One of the first of God’s people. 
 
Ø Second, I think the woman also represents ancient Israel. Because in Gen 37 Joseph 
saw the same things in his dream about his brothers, as John saw in his vision of the 
woman. And not just any brothers, but men who went on to become the patriarchs of 
ancient Israel. 
 
Gen 37:9b – Behold [Joseph said], the sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bowing down 
to me. 12 including him. Just like the Apostle John saw in Rev 12:1 – A woman clothed 
with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. Most 
likely representing the 12 patriarchs of ancient Israel. The people of God who “gave birth” 
to Jesus. 
 
And if you think that’s a stretch, consider Is 54:1. Where God refers to ancient Israel as a 
mother who gives birth. Sing, O barren one, who did not bear; break forth into singing 
and cry aloud, you who have not been in labor! Why? Why rejoice? Because there would 
come a day God said, when ancient Israel would indeed bear children. Starting with the 
Christ-child. So the woman not only represents Eve, but ancient Israel. 
 
Third, she represents Mary. The actual mother of Jesus. The one who literally gave birth 
to him. That’s the easiest aspect to see. 
 
And last, she represents the church. From those who fled after the ascension of Jesus, like 
we find in the book of Acts, to those who follow him now. The rest of her offspring as it 
says in v17.  
 
So the woman represents Eve, ancient Israel, Mary, and the church. The people of God. 
 
Ø Next, is the wilderness. What’s the wilderness? V6 – The woman [the people of God; 
starting with the early church and extending to us] fled into the wilderness, where she has 
a place prepared by God, in which she is to be nourished for 1,260 days. 
 
Put a place prepared by God, together with nourishment, and . . . 
• The wilderness represents a place of refuge 
A time and place of provision and protection in the midst of difficulty and hardship. A 
place of spiritual nourishment and sustenance. It’s found in v14 as well. The second 
description of all this. 
 
[14] The woman [it says; referring to the church here; because she had just given birth] 
was given the two wings of the great eagle [an Old Testament expression for divine 
deliverance] so that she might fly from the serpent into the wilderness, to the place where 
she is to be nourished. Just like v6. So the wilderness isn’t just a place of barren struggle, 
but nourishment from God and refuge from the devil. 
 
And don’t miss the analogy between the church and ancient Israel. Because the same 
metaphor of eagles wings was used for the Israelites when they fled the evil of Egypt. And 

the place to which God brought them was none other than the wilderness. A word used 
over and over again for their time of difficulty. John’s communicating volumes here. 
 
Just like they were carried on eagles’ wings to deliverer them from evil, so too are we. Just 
like they were nourished in the wilderness, with God’s presence and God’s word, so are 
we. And just like they yearned for home, we yearn for home; a heavenly home. 
 
The circumstances are different, but the wilderness refuge is the same. A time and place of 
communion with God, and nearness to God, and resting in God. A time and place right 
now. It’s not just past and it’s not just future. That’s the third main symbol. 
 
The last, at least this week, is the 1260 days. 3 ½ years. 
• 3 ½ years represents a shortened period of time 
We’ve seen it before in Revelation and we’ll see it again. But here, I think it’s used 
differently. Instead of a reference to the second half of The Great Tribulation, it seems to 
be a general reference to troubled times; throughout the history of the church. Because the 
number is used in conjunction with those times. Past and present. 
 
Like the early church after the ascension of Christ in v6. And any time after his birth in 
v14. Including now. It seems to be a general reference to troubled times. 
 
Times, thank God, that don’t last forever. Times in the wilderness that he limits and 
shortens. Like the persecution of the church from the Apostle Paul in 30-33AD. Or the 
siege and destruction of Jerusalem in 66-70AD. Or the difficulties of the church in 
Ukraine right now. Or the trials of your life as we speak. All shortened for our sake so as 
not to break us. A bruised reed he will not break. (Is 42:3; Mt 12:20; 24:22) 
 
Ø Those are the symbols. Critical for understanding the battle, and critical for knowing . .  
The Plans 
The battle plans. V7. The second description. Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his 
angels fighting against the dragon. [Michael is the archangel in heaven. Referred to in 
both Daniel and Jude.] And the dragon and his angels fought back, [8] but he was 
defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in heaven. 
 
For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? [Paul says] Or what fellowship 
has light with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Another name for Satan. (2 
Cor 6:14-15) None. There’s no partnership. No fellowship. No place.] 
 
[9] And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil 
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his 
angels were thrown down with him.  
 
There’s another record of this in Is 14:12-15. Speaking to the king of Babylon ~725BC, 
God seems to borrow thoughts from this scene to address that one. Saying . . . 

[12] “How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut 
down to the ground, you who laid the nations low! [13] You said in your heart, ‘I will 
ascend to heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the 
mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; [14] I will ascend above the heights 
of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’ [15] But you are brought down to 
Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit.” 



We don’t know exactly when it happened, only that it had to precede Adam and Eve’s fall 
in the Garden of Eden. Because Satan is the one who tempted them to sin. What we do 
know, is that it happened. Because there’s no place in heaven for such things. 
 
Ø [10] And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now [after Satan’s downfall] the 
salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have 
come. Referring to the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Because that’s when salvation 
was first offered and the lordship of Christ first revealed. Along with God’s resurrection 
power and kingdom in our lives. Another indicator that this is the past, not the future. 
 
But the point is that Christ has come. And v10b gives us one of the reasons. It’s not the 
only reason, but it’s a biggie. [10b] For the accuser of our brothers [our brothers and 
sisters in Christ] has been thrown down, who accuses them [accuses the saints] day and 
night before our God. God’s kingdom has come, because Satan has come. Constantly 
attacking our righteousness in Christ, and our standing before God. 
 
[11] And they [the saints; us] have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the 
word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. We talked about it 
last week. We overcome; we hold fast; we triumph in Christ; by loving his death more 
than our life. Loving the Gospel more than ourselves. Loving the church more than 
anything. They loved not their lives even unto death. 
 
[12] Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! [Because Satan is gone 
from there.] But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great 
wrath, because he knows that his time is short!” His time until he’s locked away during 
the Millennium, and then thrown away in the Lake of Fire. Forever. (Rev 20:1-3,10) 
 
All of which leads us to the first part of our battle plan: 
• Know the history 
Every general alive would tell you that a failure to know the history of an impending 
battle will increase your risk of defeat. History tells you why people are fighting. What the 
source of their animosity is. How passionate they are. How experienced. 
 
One of the reasons Vietnam was so difficult for us, back in the ‘60s, was our ignorance of 
the history in that region. We had very little knowledge at the village level, of who had 
been fighting who, for how long, and why. Not to mention the various alliances that 
existed. And it got us in trouble. We didn’t know the history. 
 
And the same is true of our battle if we don’t know the history. The one that started in 
heaven and came to earth. The one in which Satan is far more experienced than us. The 
one in which he will stop at nothing because he has nothing to lose. The one in which he 
prowls around seeking someone to devour. Just like he tried to do with Jesus. Know the 
history. 
 
And for sure know the rest of the story. That God sent his Son to save us from all that. 
With the power and authority to establish his kingdom and win. And that those who 
believe it have already won. That too is history. 
 
And that’s how we fight. How we fight the battle that rages. Know the history, believe the 
history, and hold fast to the history. 

Prayer – God, where would we be without your word? Where would we be without your 
Son? Your salvation. Your refuge. Thank you for Jesus. Thank you for winning. And 
thank you for the strength to hold fast. The battle is yours, and this is how we fight. 
 
You are loved 


