
Eschatology 
Rev 12. After taking a break from our study of the book of Revelation, we’re back at it 
this morning and on the downhill side. With 22 chapters, this is the second half. All for 
the purpose of holding fast. Preparing for what’s to come and standing firm. 
 
But before we get there, I’d like to start with some important principles.  
Important principles for eschatology 
Eschatology is a big word that simply means the study of end times; or last things. It’s just 
a shorthand way of referring to the topic at hand. And as with any difficult and somewhat 
uncertain topic, there are some vital principles to ensure that we study it well. Principles to 
keep us out of the ditch and on the road. And boy is it easy to go in the ditch. 
 
So here’s the first principle. The first of 5. 
• Keep it in perspective 
Keep eschatology in its proper place relative to other doctrines. Otherwise you might think 
the wrong things, say the wrong things, or do the wrong things. Like getting upset or 
breaking fellowship over this. It’s not worth it. And it’s certainly not healthy. 
 
First, because eschatology is not a top tier issue. In the world of biblical doctrine, it’s not 
an issue that should divide us. An issue that should keep us from fellowship. 
 
There are issues like that. Like justification by faith. Something that’s crystal clear in the 
Bible and foundational to our salvation. Or the triune nature of God; the Trinity. 
Fundamental to the Gospel. And substitutionary atonement. The death of Jesus in our 
place to suffer our punishment. 
 
Those are top tier issues, and they should divide us. Because divergence and disagreement 
on them affects the very foundation and efficacy of our faith. But eschatology doesn’t. It’s 
not a top tier issue. 
 
Neither is it a second-tier issue. One that might divide us. Like infant baptism. We may 
rightly choose to divide over infant baptism, but we don’t have to. If it’s not believed to be 
part of salvation, or necessary for life and obedience, we may or may not divide over it. 
That doesn’t mean I think it’s right, or biblical. It just means it’s not a top-tier issue and 
doesn’t necessarily divide us. 
 
Gay marriage on the other hand, another second-tier issue, probably should divide us. It’s 
not a top tier issue, it’s not in the same camp as justification by faith; but it sure does 
affect our faith and life. It sure does affect our testimony for Christ. 
 
So to the extent an issue affects our fidelity to the Gospel, or our testimony for Jesus, or 
the way we live, it divides us. But that’s not eschatology either. 
 
Eschatology is a third-tier issue. One that should not divide us. Because it’s not 
necessary for faith and life, it doesn’t adversely affect our testimony, it doesn’t change our 
proclamation of the Gospel, it doesn’t inhibit our work of ministry, and it’s not crystal 
clear in the first place. All of which makes it a third-tier issue. 
 
Keep that in perspective. Otherwise you might think the wrong things, do the wrong 
things, and bring shame to the name. It’s an important principle. 

Second . . . 
• Focus on the core 
When it comes to eschatology, focus on the primary issues. The biggest issues. Because 
the core determines everything else. Like the core of an apple. If it’s rotten, everything is 
rotten. Or the foundation of a house. If it’s off, everything’s off. And nothing else matters. 
Who cares what color the master bath is if the walls are crooked? Who cares how red an 
apple is if the inside is brown? 
 
Same for eschatology. Who cares about the peripheral issues if the core is off? Like who 
the witnesses are in Rev 11. It’s a peripheral issue that’s determined by the core. The core 
beliefs of your eschatology. Get those wrong, and the rest is moot. 
 
So let me give you four core issues of eschatology to focus on: 
1. The interpretation of Old Testament prophecy – Do you believe it has to be fulfilled 
in Old Testament ways to ethnic Jews alone? Or do you think it’s similar to other 
prophecies that have been fulfilled in vastly different ways, to those who believe in Jesus? 
 
2. The nature of God’s people – Are there two people of God, or two parts to God’s 
people? Ethnic Jews and believers? Or is there one people of God? One in Christ. 
 
3. The status of the Old Testament Law – Is it only on hold, to be reinstated at some 
point in the future? Or is it obsolete with respect to its particulars? 
 
4. The meaning of “a thousand years” – Found in Rev 20. Is it now or later? Literal and 
in the future, or symbolic and in the present? 
  
Your answers to those questions will help you focus on the core instead of the peripheral. 
It’s an important principle. 
 
Third . . . 
• Hold loosely 
Hold fast to your faith, and loosely to your eschatology. This isn’t the Gospel. Nor is it cut 
and dried. The specific meaning of every detail isn’t clear. The central truths are. That in 
the last days evil will abound, persecution is unavoidable, God is sovereign, Jesus is 
coming, and we will triumph. Those things are clear. And to them we should hold fast. 
But not the details. 
 
Plus, judgment calls abound in eschatology. Like the meaning of apocalyptic phrases. Are 
they literal or symbolic? It’s often a judgment call. Or how about the different 
implications we need to discern from the text, while avoiding our own inferences? Not to 
mention avoiding inconsistencies in our method of interpretation. Using one set of criteria 
for one passage, and another set for another passage. 
 
All those risks and decisions and details should lead us to hold loosely. Fast to our faith, 
and loosely to our eschatology. 
 
Fourth . . . 
• Be gracious 
Just because somebody believes something different than you about eschatology, doesn’t 
mean they’re liberal or unbiblical. God has blessed the ministry of many people with 



much fruit, even though they held widely differing views. And the more you study the 
different views, the more you realize there’s some legitimacy to all of them. 
 
So whatever you do, cultivate a sense of humility and grace. Humility in you, as you hold 
your position; and grace from you, as others hold theirs. Argue your position if you must, 
but do so with a humble disposition, a genuine desire to learn, and a commitment to show 
grace. Otherwise you’ll alienate the very people who love you most, and find yourself 
alone in a crowd. Be gracious. 
 
5th . . . 
• Watch the Lamb 
Some of you might remember a song with that title. And while the circumstances are 
different, in eschatology, the concept remains. Watch the Lamb. The Lamb of God. The 
one who not only takes away the sins of the world, but is coming for those who believe it. 
The first and the last, and the living one; Rev 1:17. 
 
The one who’s worthy to open the scroll (5:5). The one who’s worshipped in heaven right 
now (5:9-10). The one whose blood washes us clean (7:14). The one who’s coming to 
judge the world (20:12). The one who will reign forever and ever (22:3). Watch him.  
 
Instead of getting caught up in lesser things, or distracted by details, or slumbering your 
way through all this, watch the Lamb. Fix your eyes on Jesus and don’t take them off. 
 
It’s the 5th of 5 principles to study the end times well, and stay out of the ditch. Important 
principles for eschatology. 
 
That said, I also want to do . . . 
A quick review of Revelation 
We’ve covered a lot, and it’s important to remember. 
 
Starting with this: 
• It’s highly symbolic 
A hallmark of all apocalyptic literature. Because it’s meant to both reveal and conceal. 
Revelation is highly symbolic because it’s meant to reveal the truth to those who love it, 
and conceal it from those who hate it. Fail to grasp that and your frustration will mount. 
Because there’s so much symbolism. 
 
Plus, some of it is lost on those of us who love the truth as well. The world doesn’t 
understand it, and sometimes we don’t either. But even then, if we remember the purpose 
of the symbolism, to protect us, we’ll go a long way toward a settled soul. Remembering 
that God knows even if we don’t. 
 
It’s highly symbolic and sometimes vague, but always good and always true. 
 
Second, remember that . . . 
• It’s roughly chronological 
The events in Revelation are generally laid out in the order that they will happen. There 
are some exceptions, including much of chapter 12, but most of the time it’s sequential. 
Represented best in the outline I’ve given you. 
 

Ch 1-3 – Letters to Churches 
First century churches representative of all churches. 
Ch 4-5 – Worship in Heaven 
Ch 6-19 – The Great Tribulation 
A 7-year stretch of trials and difficulty just before the return of Christ. 
Ch 20 – Millennium and Judgment 
The thousand-year reign of Christ on earth, followed by The Great White Throne 
judgment and the Lake of Fire. 
Ch 21-22 – Eternal State 
The new heavens and new earth, on which we will dwell with God forever and ever. 
That’s the outline. 
 
And when you put it together with the rest of the Bible, the timeline, as best I can tell, 
looks like this. The birth pains of the last days will eventually give way to The Great 
Tribulation, and Jesus will return at the end of it. Defeating those who oppose him, 
gathering the church, and then reigning on the earth in the Millennium. A time of 
unprecedented blessing. 
 
Then, Satan will rear his ugly head one last time, suffer a final defeat, and be thrown in 
the Lake of Fire forever. Followed by The Great White Throne judgment where God will 
also condemn those who aren’t written in the Book of Life, and cast them into The Lake 
of Fire. The rest, those who are saved, will take up residence on a new earth, in the 
presence of God. Often called the eternal state. 
 
That’s the timeline, and the roughly chronological layout of Revelation. Remember that. 
 
And last, remember that . . . 
• It's presently applicable 
One of the most important things you’ll hear me say this morning. Revelation and the 
eschatology it describes is not just theory or high-minded theology, it’s applicable to our 
lives. And not just later, but now. 
 
Take a look at Rev 12:7-12. Focusing on v11. I’ll explain the rest next week, but for now I 
want you to see just how pertinent this is to our lives. 
 
[7] Now war arose in heaven, Michael [the chief angel] and his angels fighting against 
the dragon. And the dragon and his angels fought back, [8] but he was defeated, and there 
was no longer any place for them in heaven. [9] And the great dragon was thrown down, 
that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—
he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with him [now known 
as demons]. 
 
[10] And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our 
brothers [our brothers and sisters in Christ] has been thrown down, who accuses them day 
and night before our God. God’s kingdom has come because Satan has come. Constantly 
casting aspersions against us. False accusations about our character and standing. 
 
[11] And they [the saints; the brothers and sisters in Christ] have conquered him 
[conquered Satan] by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they 



loved not their lives even unto death [one of my favorite verses in the whole book]. [12] 
Therefore, rejoice, O heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and 
sea, for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, because he knows that his time is 
short!” 
 
Ø Sometime in ages past, Satan rebelled against God, fought with the angels, and lost. As 
a result, he was cast out of heaven with those who fought with him, to roam the earth in 
great wrath and accuse the saints of great sin. Right now. He roams about and accuses us 
of wrongdoing. 
 
Fortunately, God sent his Son to establish his kingdom and offer salvation from such 
accusation and wrath. And those who believe it, those who believe in such good news, 
have conquered him; defeated Satan. They’ve won. 
 
But notice how. V11 – They have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the 
word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. They believed in the 
shed blood of Jesus, and proclaimed the shed blood of Jesus, even to the point of dying for 
Jesus. For they loved not their lives. That’s how we conquer. 
 
We believe in the power of the cross to defeat sin, death, and Satan; and stand for the 
power of the cross to defeat sin, death, and Satan; even if it means dying. Because we 
consider the truth of Christ to be more important than our lives. The salvation of souls 
more important than our bodies. The devil’s defeat more important than our breath. They 
loved not their lives even unto death. 
 
Ø How appropriate that today is the International Day of Prayer for Persecuted 
Christians. For those under persecution and affliction right now. Like the believers in 
Nigeria. 13 of whom are killed every single day for their faith. Accounting for 80% of all 
Christian martyrdom in the world these days. It’s happening. It’s presently applicable. 
 
And it’s not just a bunch of numbers or people with whom we have no connection. Tony 
and May (faces blurred) are one of our Global Partners who serve in another part of the 
world, and we just received word from them last Sunday, that one of their national co-
workers was killed for his faith. A dear brother who was instrumental in spreading the 
Gospel and planting churches. 
 
As best they can tell, he was accosted in a remote area by a group of men in a black van. 
Men who beat him and tortured him for his faith, and for information about others in the 
church-planting network. 
 
Listen to what Tony wrote: 

“There are no words to describe the pain of seeing a friend die in the clothes I gave to 
him. No words to describe the pain that [his] family and the local churches are 
experiencing. . . . We know the only one to blame is the enemy who seeks to destroy 
God’s work and people.” 

 
He was very close to Tony and May, and leaves behind a wife and 8 children. All because 
he loved not his life for the sake of the Gospel. Loved not his life for the sake of the 
church. 
 

Ø It's not just numbers, it’s people. It’s not just future, it’s now. Brothers and sisters in 
Christ with whom we are partners in the work of ministry (Heb 11:33). All of which 
makes Revelation presently applicable. 
 
If the voice of heaven were to speak today, would you be included? Included in those who 
love the Lord more than your life? Those who proclaim him by the word of your 
testimony? Those who conquer instead of quit? I hope so. 
 
You may never die for Christ, but living like it is often the difference between victory and 
defeat; holding fast and letting go. 
 
Prayer – God, may it always be true. May we love not our lives even unto death. Find us 
faithful to hold fast, and humble to hold loosely. Strengthen our brothers and sisters in 
Christ around the world. Give them great joy in believing. Encourage them to persevere. 
And may our confession be like theirs. All to Jesus I surrender, all to him I freely give. 
(No amen) 
 
Close 
Vote 
Election Tuesday. Encourage you to vote. It’s a civic privilege and a biblical duty. A 
privilege, because our form of government allows it, and it actually matters. And a duty 
because all governments have been instituted by God, and ours requires the participation 
of citizens to function properly. All of which makes voting both a privilege and a duty. 
 
Plus, it’s one of the ways we can seek the welfare of our country. Like the Israelites of old 
who were in exile looking to go home, we too are strangers and exiles; looking to heaven. 
And like them, we should do all we can to better our culture and improve our way of life. 
Seek the welfare of the city [Jeremiah said]. . . and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in 
its welfare you will find your welfare. Jer 29:7. 
 
So let me encourage you to vote, and vote biblically. For those candidates and parties who 
hold the closest to biblical values and biblical principles. 
 
Like the right to life for all; including unborn babies. And traditional marriage. Law and 
order. Secure borders. Limited government. Hard work. Free markets. Private property. 
Biblical sexuality. Fiscal restraint. Religious freedom. Personal integrity. Telling the truth.  
 
Those are biblical principles. All of them. And of all people, they should guide our voting. 
 
If you need more information, we have Voter Guides available in the lobby. And if you 
need to register or don’t know where to vote, go to VoterReady.Iowa.gov. 
 
You are loved 


