
Faithful (Part 2) 
1 Pet 4. It’s one of many scriptures we’re going to look at, and it’s a pillar passage for our 
topic. We’re taking a short break from our study of Revelation this month, and focusing 
on what it means to be faithful. 
 
Part 1, from two weeks ago, was faithfulness in giving. 10 marks of a faithful giver. Part 
2, this morning, is . . . 
10 Marks of a Faithful Servant  
When you get right down to it, servanthood is all over the Bible. Jesus came to serve, the 
apostles served, the prophets served, the early church served, everybody served. And 
every single one of them exhorts us to serve. 
 
Like the Apostle Peter says a few chapters earlier in his epistle. 1 Pet 2:16 – Live as 
servants of God, he says. Live that way. Make it a consistent feature of your life. Order 
your life around serving the Lord. Make it the defining aspect of your existence. A 
permanent characteristic that exemplifies who you are. Faithful servanthood. That’s the 
idea. 
 
The question is, what does that look like? What are the marks of a faithful servant? How 
do you cultivate and develop such a defining characteristic? 
 
Well, to start with . . . 
1. You serve obediently (1 Pet 4:10-11) 
1 Pet 4:10-11 – [10] As each has received a gift [a spiritual gift; a heightened ability for 
the work of ministry], use it to serve one another, as good stewards [good managers] of 
God’s varied grace [his various manifestations of giftedness]: [11] whoever speaks, as 
one who speaks oracles of God [weighty truths from him; and about him]; whoever serves, 
as one who serves by the strength that God supplies—in order that in everything God may 
be glorified through Jesus Christ [through the one who makes it all possible]. To him 
belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (ESV) 
 
In chapter 2 he tells us to live as servants of God, and here he tells us how. Namely, by 
using our gifts to serve (10); to speak and work. That’s the crux of these verses. Obedient 
servanthood. Obedient, because it’s a command. As each has received a gift, use it (10). 
Use it. 
 
And faithful servants do. Instead of making excuses, they get after it. Instead of waiting 
for someone else to do, they pitch in. Instead of ignoring the command, they obey it. They 
change their priorities if necessary, they change their schedules, they change their attitude; 
whatever it takes to serve obediently. 
 
2. You serve joyfully (Ps 100:2a) 
No grumps allowed. Because the Bible says straight up – Serve the Lord with gladness! 
(Ps 100:2) As in, be happy about it. Cheerful. In good spirits. 
 
You know what that means? It means wearing a smile. It means engaging people. It means 
loving the work of ministry instead of dreading it. It means cultivating a supernatural 
delight in God’s people and God’s work. 
 

It means taking seriously the warning in Dt 28:47 that says – Because you did not serve 
the LORD your God with joyfulness and gladness of heart . . . you shall serve your 
enemies in hunger and thirst. Thankfully the consequences no longer apply, but the 
principle sure does. Serve joyfully. 
 
You say, “Wait a minute. What if I’m not feeling it? What if I’m not feeling joyful? Am I 
supposed to fake it?” No, you’re supposed to get your heart right, and go back to #1. Be 
obedient. (Ps 100:2) Because this too is a command. Serve the Lord with gladness! No 
caveats, no exceptions, and no excuses. Just do it. 
 
Delight yourself in the Lord, and let it overflow. Replace your frown with a smile, and 
wear it. Exchange your gloom for joy, and live it. That’s a faithful servant. 
 
3. You serve at church (Gal 6:10) 
1 Pet 4:10 again. As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another. Referring to your 
fellow believers. Those with whom you belong together in mutual partnership. Your 
church. Because that’s who Peter was writing to. Believers in local churches. 
 
Not that this verse rules out serving outside the church. We should do that too; whether 
formally or informally. But the emphasis of God’s command is on service in the church. 
To those who are close enough to be one another. 
 
It’s like the Apostle Paul says in Gal 6:10. As we have opportunity, let us do good to 
everyone [serve everyone], and especially [do good] to those who are of the household of 
faith. The family of God. Your local church. That’s our first priority in serving. 
 
Which means if you’re serving everywhere but our church, you’re missing it. And 
certainly so if you’re not serving at all. If there’s a need in church, faithful servants meet 
it. If there’s an opening, they fill it. If there’s an opportunity, they take it. They serve one 
another, at church. 
 
Men, can I speak to you for a minute? Just because your wife is serving at church, doesn’t 
mean you’re off the hook. You’re one, but her obedience isn’t your obedience. You too 
need to serve. Not necessarily in the same way, but some way. It’s the third mark of a 
faithful servant. 
 
4. You play to your strengths (1 Cor 12:11) 
As in your God-given spiritual gifts. Which could be everything from administration, 
teaching, and hospitality; to leadership, mercy, and help. 22 or 23 in the Bible. And I don’t 
think they’re intended to be comprehensive. Heightened abilities for use in ministry, that 
have been given to every single one of us. 
 
That’s what 1 Pet 4:10 says. Each has received a gift. And after listing a bunch of them in 
1 Cor 12, it says in verse 11 – All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who 
apportions to each one individually as he wills (1 Cor 12:11). Each one of us has received 
at least one spiritual gift. A strength, because it’s not only given by the Holy Spirit, but 
empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
 
And faithful servants play to them. They know their spiritual gifts, and look for ways to 
use them. 



But what if you’re not sure? What if you don’t know what your spiritual gifts are? Or what 
role would play to them. Well, the best thing you can do is start serving. And as you do, 
pay attention to what fills you and fuels you. What brings the most satisfaction. What 
makes the most impact. 
 
Whatever the case, play to your strengths. 
 
5. You serve alone if necessary (Josh 24:15) 
Whether others do or not. From Abraham and Moses to Joshua and Jeremiah, Scripture 
abounds with examples. Most of the prophets served alone, John the Baptist served alone, 
and many of the Apostles. Like Paul in prison. 
 
Or how about Joshua? In the Old Testament. Uttering those famous words in Josh 24:15 – 
“Choose this day whom you will serve . . . but as for me and my house, we will serve the 
LORD.” I don’t know what you’re going to do, but I’m going to serve God. Alone or not. 
 
Ø I’ve been spurred on recently in that respect, by the example of John G. Paton. Paton 
was a missionary to the New Hebrides in the second half of the 19th century. And if 
you’ve never heard of New Hebrides, that’s probably because it’s an obscure group of 
islands in the middle of the Pacific, directly east of Australia. Now known as Vanuatu. 
 
But in those days it was a distant jungle. And Paton and his wife Mary arrived on 
November 5, 1858, 6 months pregnant. And on February 12th, their first baby was born. A 
healthy boy. 
 
But in the difficult conditions, it didn’t take long for Mary to fall sick. And 3 weeks later, 
she died. Can you imagine? Leaving behind a nursing infant in a difficult land with 
difficult people? And then, 17 days later, the baby died. Only 36 days old. Leaving Paton 
completely alone. 
 
So much so that he dug the graves himself, buried them next to his hut, and slept on them 
for several nights. Not just because of his grief, but because the islanders were cannibals 
and he feared they would claim the corpses for food. 
 
Needless to say, most of us would have gone home at that point. But Paton was so 
compelled and so intent on being a faithful servant, he stayed. Serving alone for the next 4 
years, until he made a trip back to Scotland and remarried. 
 
But in the midst of it all he wrote this: “I felt her loss beyond all conception or description 
in that dark land. It was very difficult to be resigned [content], left alone, and in sorrowful 
circumstances; but feeling immovably assured that my God and father was too wise and 
loving to err in anything that He does or permits, I looked up to the Lord for help, and 
struggled on in His work.” (John G. Paton, Missionary to the New Hebrides: An 
Autobiography, p. 85) 
 
That’s a faithful servant. Serving alone because it was necessary to fulfill the work. 
 
6. You serve in the strength God provides (1 Pet 4:11) 
You don’t gut it out, you get on your knees. You don’t minimize the toll, you prepare for 
it. You don’t forget God, you call on him. 

After telling us to use our gifts in 1 Pet 4:10, he gives some examples in v11. Whoever 
speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the 
strength that God supplies. When you speak, speak God’s message; and when you serve, 
use God’s strength. Draw on God’s power. 
 
The question is how? How do you serve in the strength God supplies? 
  
Well, first of all, ask for it. 4 ways. 4 ways to serve in God’s strength. Starting with a 
petition. Ask for it. Instead of mustering the strength yourself, which never lasts very 
long, ask for it. Instead of running on fumes, ask for fuel. Instead of serving like a martyr, 
ask for help. 
 
Second, get right. Cleanse your hands and purify your heart (James 4:8). Because there’s 
nothing like sin in your life to sap your strength. Make sure your motives are godly and 
your life full of integrity. Because doublemindedness and ulterior motives lead to 
weakness every time. 
 
Third, lean on his presence. If you’re going to serve in the strength God supplies, lean on 
him. Draw on the power of his company. Make him the constant companion of your 
thoughts. 
 
And fourth, remember his promises. Especially his promise to make his power perfect in 
your weakness; 2 Cor 12:9. Your weakness is not an obstacle to serving in God’s strength, 
it’s the means of serving in his strength. Because it’s in your weakness that his power is 
most received and most used. 
 
4 ways to be a faithful servant in the strength God supplies. 
 
7. You serve wholeheartedly (1 Sam 12:24) 
Because grudging service is never faithful service. Faithful servants are wholehearted. 
Going all out to go all in. Like Samuel said in 1 Sam 12:24 just before he died. [24] Only 
fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart. For consider what great 
things he has done for you. 
 
You know what serving half-heartedly does? It quenches the Spirit, infects those around 
you, diminishes your work ethic, and dishonors God. It fails to fear him and revere him. 
Why? Because he wholeheartedly did such great things for you. Things we should 
consider as we serve. 
 
Not the least of which is sending his Son to die for our sins. If you need a reason to serve 
wholeheartedly, look no further than the cross. “Great things He has taught us, great 
things He has done.” 
 
8. You serve like Jesus (Mt 20:25-28) 
When Salome, the mother of James and John, asked Jesus if her sons could sit at his side 
in his kingdom, he said this (Mt 20:25-28): 

“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones 
exercise authority over them. [26] It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be 
great among you must be your servant [a hired worker], [27] and whoever would be 



first among you must be your slave [an even lower role], [28] even as the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 
A faithful servant, someone great in the kingdom of God, serves humbly and sacrificially. 
Just like Jesus. Humbly, by doing things others won’t. Humbly, by fulfilling roles others 
consider below them. Humbly, by doing them quietly; without the expectation of 
recognition or applause. Faithful servants serve humbly like Jesus. 
 
And sacrificially as well. By going above and beyond. Giving of themselves to the 
detriment of something else. Like a mom who serves in Coram Deo Kids to the detriment 
of her rest. Or a dad who serves in Coram Deo Students to the detriment of his sanity.😊"#$% 
Or missionaries who serve overseas to the detriment of their life; or health. 
 
Faithful servants serve like Jesus who gave his life as a ransom for many (28). 
 
9. You serve selflessly (1 Thess 2:8) 
You live by the adage “Jesus, others, and you.” In that order. “J is for Jesus for he has first 
place. O is for others we meet face to face. Y is for you in whatever you do, so put 
yourself third and spell J-O-Y joy.” Jesus, others, and you. I’d sing it for you, but it’s the 
worst theme song in the history of the world because the range is impossible. But it’s the 
epitome of selfless servanthood. Put yourself last. 
 
Or as Paul says it in 1 Thess 2:8, share your very life with others. Being affectionately 
desirous of you [he says to the church in Thessalonica], we were ready to share with you 
not only the gospel of God but also our own selves [our own lives; our time, effort, and 
presence], because you had become very dear to us. 
 
Faithful servants serve selflessly by giving of themselves, and putting others first. 
 
And then last, the 10th mark of a faithful servant: 
10. You serve to glorify God (1 Pet 4:11) 
Look at 1 Pet 4:11 again; second part. Speak God’s truth and serve in God’s strength he 
says, [11b] in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ 
[through the servanthood of his Son]. To him belong glory and dominion. 
 
Faithful servants serve to glorify God. Not themselves, but the Lord. They serve to exalt 
him; make him look good. Bring fame to his name. Renown to his work, his church. 
 
Which means, just like every other issue, it comes down to your heart. You might be 
characterized by all the other marks in this list, but if you miss the mark on this one, 
you’re not a faithful servant. Because faithful servants glorify God. 
 
Ø 10 marks, that describe so many of you it’s crazy. You truly live as servants of God. (1 
Pet 2:16b) It’s a consistent feature of your life and a part of who you are. Because of 
which, we’re thriving as a church instead of just surviving. Growing and improving our 
ministries instead of just maintaining them. God bless you for that. Keep on. 
 
But if these marks don’t describe you, make a change. Miss out no longer and rationalize 
no more. Stop by some of the ministry tables in the lobby. Talk to somebody and get some 
information. So that you too can be a faithful servant. 

Prayer – Lord, spur us on in this. Give us a holy unrest. A desire to spend and be spent. 
Give us servant hearts and servant hands. Faith to change and conviction to obey. Take all 
that we have Lord, including our very life if you so desire. And use it for your glory. 
 
You Are Loved 


