
Can I Get A Witness? – Rev 11 (Part 4) 
Rev 11. We’re studying the book of Revelation, and this is the last of a four-part mini-
series titled Can I Get A Witness? Through the visions of John, God is telling us what’s to 
come, to prepare our hearts and confirm our commitment; our commitment as witnesses. 
Asking in so many words, are you with me? Can I get a witness? 
 
And by the way, it’s okay to respond. Several of you have asked if you should bite your 
tongue or say something. If the Spirit so leads, say something. It’s okay. And this is your 
last opportunity. 
 
That said, after sorting out the symbolism in part 1, identifying the church as the 
witnesses, we asked the question, “Are you ready?” 
Are you ready and willing to be a witness for God? (v1-10) 
• Using your God-given authority to the utmost? (v3-4) 
• By speaking the truth in good times and bad? (v5-6) 
• To the point of death and disgrace? (v7-10) 
• Like those who have gone before? (Heb 11:32–12:3) 
Are you ready? Can I get a witness? 
 
But that’s not the only question this text raises. The next is this: 
Are you fully confident God will raise and restore you? (v11-14) 
As difficult as the first part of this chapter is, the second part is glorious. And once again, 
God is revealing it to prepare our hearts. To give us hope and confidence. 
 
V11. Having just told us that the world will rejoice over our death, for 3 ½ days, John says 
– But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they 
stood up on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them. [12] Then they heard a 
loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” And they went up to heaven in a 
cloud, and their enemies watched them. [13] And at that hour there was a great 
earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell. Seven thousand people were killed in the 
earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven. [14] The 
second woe [the second judgment of doom] has passed; behold, the third woe is soon to 
come. (ESV) 
 
Remember the three woes from 8:13? After the 4th trumpet judgment, John heard an eagle 
crying – “Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the other 
trumpets that the three angels are about to blow!” And sure enough, after the 5th 
judgment it says the first woe passed (9:12); and here, after the 6th judgment, and two 
other visions, the second woe has passed. With the third soon to come in the very next 
verse. 
 
Ø But we’re not quite finished with this one. And thank God for it. Because v11-12 give 
us good reason for great hope; great confidence. Look at it again; v11. After the three and 
a half days [the days of disgrace] a breath of life from God entered them [entered those 
who had died for their witness in The Great Tribulation], and they stood up on their feet, 
and great fear fell on those who saw them. You think? 
 
First they were partying, then they were seeing things. Crazy things. And to cap it off, it’s 
accompanied by an earthquake. [13] And at that hour there was a great earthquake, and a 
tenth of the city fell. [Probably representative of the world like we saw in v8; more 

destruction]. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake [judgment for their 
hatred of God’s people], and the rest [the unbelievers who remained] were terrified and 
gave glory to the God of heaven. They were fearful and terrified. And no wonder. It’s the 
zombie apocalypse. Minus the zombie part of course. 
 
All of which causes them to glorify God. V13b – They gave glory to the God of heaven. 
Not glory unto salvation. Like, “God, you’re amazing and we repent.” But glory like, 
“You’re awesome and we’re terrified.” Because the world refuses to repent we found in 
chapter 9 (20). For the world, the second woe is full of fear and destruction. 
 
Ø The question is, does v11 refer to a spiritual resurrection, or a literal one? When the 
martyred witnesses receive a breath of life from God, and stand on their feet, is it 
symbolic, or is it actually going to happen? 
 
I think it’s actually going to happen. Because this seems to be the end of The Great 
Tribulation when Jesus returns and raises us from the dead. That was the case at the end of 
the 6th seal judgment, and it seems to be the case here as well. Because v15 says – The 
kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ. Implying, 
that sometime between the end of v14 and the beginning of v15, the Great Tribulation has 
ended and God’s kingdom on earth has begun. 
 
And the event that determines that, is the return of Christ, when believers are resurrected. 
Like it says in 1 Thess 4:16 – The Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 
command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And 
the dead in Christ will rise first. Believers who have already died. Whether 3 ½ days 
before or 3 ½ centuries. They’ll rise to new life. Receiving glorified bodies with a breath 
of life from God to stand on their feet. A literal, bodily resurrection at the end of The Great 
Tribulation. A literal resurrection in v11, at the end of The Great Tribulation, fits. 
 
Especially with the next verse; v12 – Then they heard a loud voice from heaven [like the 
voice of an archangel] saying to them, “Come up here!” And they went up to heaven in a 
cloud, and their enemies watched them. That too fits with 1 Thess 4 and the return of 
Christ. Because v17 says – Then we who are alive [believers], who are left [still standing 
at the end of The Great Tribulation], will be caught up together with them [with those who 
were just resurrected] in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be 
with the Lord. 
 
Jesus will return, resurrect the bodies of those who have already died in Christ, including 
those who are killed near the end of The Great Tribulation, in v11; then he’ll change those 
who are still living, in the twinkling of an eye, and rapture us off the earth to meet him in 
the air. It’s actually going to happen. Literally. 
 
The question is, do you believe it? Are you fully confident God will raise & restore you . .  
• By resurrecting you from the dead? 
Whether you die tomorrow or in The Great Tribulation, are you confident of your 
resurrection? Can I get a witness? Having already received our spirits in heaven the 
moment we breathe our last, there will be a day when God will reunite us with new 
bodies, to be with him forever. It’s not only clear in the New Testament, but vividly 
foreshadowed in the Old. And I want you to see it. Ez 37. 
 



Ø Ez 37 is a vision similar to what John experienced in Revelation, only 650 years earlier. 
They even share some of the same verbiage. But the point, is that it’s full of imagery and 
symbolism that the New Testament both fulfills and reiterates. That’s what I want you to 
see here. That some of what God foreshadowed through Ezekiel is fulfilled in our 
salvation, and some is still to come in Revelation. And both are intended to increase our 
confidence in the resurrection. Ez 37:1-14. 
 
[1] The hand of the LORD was upon me [Ezekiel says], and he brought me out in the 
Spirit of the LORD [indicating this is a vision] and set me down in the middle of the 
valley; it was full of bones. [2] And he led me around among them, and behold, there were 
very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry [very dead]. [3] 
And he said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, 
you know.” 
 
[4] Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear 
the word of the LORD. [5] Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause 
breath to enter you [just like John says in Rev 11], and you shall live. The very thing that 
happens at salvation. When God gives us his Spirit, makes us alive in Christ, and raises us 
up. Eph 2. We were dead in our trespasses and sins, but God raised us up.  Some of this is 
already being fulfilled in salvation; a spiritual resurrection. 
 
But some is still to come, in a physical resurrection. Like v6 indicates. [6] And I will lay 
sinews upon you [God says], and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
That’s our bodily resurrection. Yet to come. 
 
[7] So I prophesied as I was commanded [Ezekiel says]. And as I prophesied, there was a 
sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. [8] And I 
looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 
had covered them. But there was no breath in them. [9] Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 
the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live. 
 
[10] So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived 
and stood on their feet [just like John says in Rev 11], an exceedingly great army. 
 
[11] Then he said to me [going back and reiterating it all], “Son of man, these bones are 
the whole house of Israel. [All God’s people. Who we know from the New Testament 
includes anyone who puts their faith in Jesus] Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, 
and our hope is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ [It’s the very thing we might be tempted to 
think and say in The Great Tribulation. If we’re not confident of our resurrection.] 
 
[12] Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will open 
your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. [I’ll resurrect you.] And I will 
bring you into the land of Israel. [I will bless you. Expanded to the whole earth in the 
New Testament. And eventually a new earth.] [13] And you shall know that I am the 
LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my people. [14] And 
I will put my Spirit within you [already fulfilled in salvation], and you shall live, and I will 
place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have spoken, and 
I will do it, declares the LORD.” 

Ezekiel prophesies what John confirms. Some of it already fulfilled in salvation, and some 
yet to come in Revelation, but all of it certain. 
 
The question is, are you confident of that? Especially of your resurrection. Are you fully 
confident that God will raise and restore you by resurrecting you from the dead? Can I get 
a witness? 
 
The third question this text raises, back to Rev 11 . . . 
Are you eager for the return and reign of Christ? (v15-17) 
Not just expecting it, but eager for it. Looking forward to it. Longing for it. Like the saints 
in heaven. [15] Then the seventh angel blew his trumpet [the third woe], and there were 
loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our 
Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever.” Notice once again that it’s 
already happened in the vision. The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of 
God. Meaning Jesus has come at this point in John’s vision, and the powers that be in this 
world have given way; seen and unseen. 
 
[16] And the twenty-four elders who sit on their thrones before God [representing the 
totality of God’s people; New and Old New Testament] fell on their faces and worshiped 
God [a posture of passion and humility], [17] saying, “We give thanks to you, Lord God 
Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your great power and begun to reign. 
It’s the end of the age. Jesus reigns. A woe for the world because their thing is done, but a 
joy for us because Jesus has come. 
 
The point is this: worship like that only takes place when you’ve been eager for 
something and it’s happening. Eager for something and you’re in the presence of the one 
who made it happen. Like church. If you’re eager for Sunday, if you’re eager for the word, 
if you’re eager for fellowship, eager for God; your worship will be all the more passionate 
when it comes; when Sunday rolls around. But if you’re not, you won’t. No eagerness, no 
passion. No anticipation, no thanks. In church and heaven. 
 
Ø How about it? Are you eager for Jesus to exercise his power and display his glory? 
Eager for him to rule and reign? Or is this world just fine with you? Your life plenty 
comfortable and your desires fully met. Is this your home, or do you consider yourself a 
stranger and exile? Do you want to keep things the way they are, or see the kingdom of 
God take over? (Heb 11:15-16) 
 
I hope it’s the latter. I hope it’s the rule and reign of Jesus. Because he deserves such eager 
anticipation, and it’s going to be amazing. Can I get a witness? 
 
The last question this text raises, is from v18 . . . 
Are you ready for God to make all things right? (v18) 
After thanking God in v17, the elders in heaven basically recap all of history to that point. 
True. The Great Tribulation is past, God’s kingdom on earth is established, and this is a 
one-sentence summary. [18] The nations raged [they say; speaking to God], but your 
wrath came. From the Garden of Eden and the tower of Babel to the time of Christ and the 
centuries since, humanity rebelled. People sinned and the nations raged. 
 
But in The Great Tribulation, God’s wrath came. His response. His punishment. [18] And 
the time for the dead to be judged [that too came]; and [the time] for rewarding your 



servants, the prophets and saints, and those who fear your name, both small and great 
[everyone who follows Christ]; and [the time came] for destroying the destroyers of the 
earth [the powers of darkness].” It’s a summary of all history to that point. 
 
The question is, are you ready? Ready first of all, for God to make all things right . . . 
• By judging the world? 
Judging the dead as it says in v18. Those who are dead in their trespasses and sins, and 
those who have died in their trespasses and sins. The time is coming for them to be 
judged. Because you can’t reject Jesus and get away with it forever. It doesn’t matter how 
nice you are; how upstanding a citizen. 
 
I suspect you’re more than ready for God to judge evil doers. The question is, are you 
ready for him to judge evil thinkers? Those who reject him. Those who could care less. 
Not that our hearts should grow cold toward those in sin, but that we should be ready for 
God to do what’s right and just. 
 
Second, are you ready for God to make all things right . . . 
• By rewarding his people? 
His servants, v18b. Are you ready for God to reward the prophets and saints, and those 
who fear [his] name, both small and great? As in everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord? Are you? It’s one of the reasons Jesus is returning. To reward us for faithfulness. 
Reward us for holding fast. 
 
Like receiving us into his presence and dwelling with him forever. In a place he’s 
specially prepared. A place of beauty and perfection in The New Jerusalem on a new 
earth. No more crying, no more shame; no more death, no more pain. Just the fullness of 
joy, peace, life, and worship. Are you ready for that? Can I get a witness? 
 
And last, are you ready for God to make all things right . . . 
• By destroying all evil? 
The destroyers of the earth as the elders say in v18c. The powers of darkness who wreak 
havoc now, and will all the more in The Great Tribulation. The spiritual forces of evil who 
hate God and hate us. Are you ready for God to destroy them? Banish them to the Lake of 
Fire once and for all? 
 
I can’t imagine anyone who says no to that. Except those who are evil themselves maybe. 
The rest of us should pray for that day. When Satan no longer prowls about as a roaring 
lion seeking someone to devour. When demons no longer seethe and deceive. When the 
stain of sin and evil itself is completely removed. Are you ready for that? Can I get a 
witness? 
 
It's a question I hope lingers in your mind long after this series. A question God uses to 
stretch you, challenge you, grow you, and bless you. 
 
So for the last time, can I get a witness? 
 
Prayer – Lord, thank you for such amazing truths and promises. Use them in our life to 
bolster our confidence, fill our hope, and spur us on. We believe in you, we believe in the 
resurrection, and we look forward to the day of your return. Your kingdom come, Lord. 
Your will be done. 

You are loved 


