
Can I Get A Witness? – Rev 11 (Part 3) 
Rev 11. We’re studying the book of Revelation, and this is part 3 of a mini-series titled 
Can I Get A Witness? Because that’s the idea of this chapter. Through the visions of John 
God is telling us what’s to come, to prepare our hearts and confirm our commitment. 
Asking, in so many words, are you with me? Can I get a witness? 
 
In part 1 we started with the symbolism, and found that . . . 
First the symbolism 
• The temple represents the church (v1) 
• The holy city also represents the church (v2) 
• 42 months represents a short time of suffering (v2b) 
• The witnesses, trees, and lamps represent all believers. (v3-4) 
 
The question is, are you ready? 
Are you ready and willing to be a witness for God? (v1-10) 
• Using your God-given authority to the utmost? (v3-4) 
• By speaking the truth in good times and bad? (v5-6) 
• To the point of death and disgrace? (v7-10) 
Like we saw in v9-10. 
 
[9] For three and a half days some from the peoples and tribes and languages and nations 
will gaze at their dead bodies [the bodies of those who witness for Christ in The Great 
Tribulation] and refuse to let them be placed in a tomb, [10] and those who dwell on the 
earth will rejoice over them and make merry and exchange presents, because these two 
prophets [representing the whole church] had been a torment to those who dwell on the 
earth. (ESV) That’s where we left off. Are you ready and willing to be a witness for God, 
to the point of death and disgrace? 
 
Which raises another question. Not found here necessarily, but closely related. Another 
way to assess ourselves and prepare for all that’s ahead. 
 
Are you ready and willing to be a witness . . . 
• Like those who have gone before? (Heb 11:32–12:3) 
Those who suffered and died for the cause of Christ in days past. Are you ready and 
willing to be like them? It’s not explicit here in Rev 11, but it certainly is in Hebrews 11. 
And it’s so important to our preparation, I’d be remiss if I didn’t talk about it. Heb 11. 
 
Ø There’s not only a biblical precedent for considering those who have gone before us, 
but a practical benefit. The benefit of encouragement. Something we always need in our 
walk with Christ. And certainly will in The Great Tribulation. 
 
But first, the precedent. Look at v32. After speaking at length about those in ages past 
who were faithful to God; like Abel, Abraham, and Moses; the author of Hebrews says – 
And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, 
Jephthah [more Old Testament leaders; and examples], of David and Samuel and the 
prophets—[33] who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, [34] quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge 
of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign 
armies to flight. 
 

[35] Women received back their dead by resurrection. [Probably an allusion to the two 
women whose sons were raised by Elijah and Elisha (1 Kings 17; 2 Kings 4).] Some [men 
and women presumably] were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise 
again to a better life [implying that they died]. 
 
[36] Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. [37] They 
were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in 
skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated—[38] of whom the world was not 
worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. 
They were marked by death and disgrace. 
 
[39] And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was 
promised [as in the heavenly city and heavenly country where God would dwell with 
them; they didn’t get to experience it], [40] since God had provided something better for 
us [salvation through Jesus], that apart from us [apart from the church] they should not be 
made perfect [not be glorified; until Jesus returns and transforms us all]. (Heb 11:32–40) 
 
From Abel and Abraham to Moses and the rest, we’re surrounded by a great cloud of 
witnesses. That’s what they’re called in the next verse. Witnesses who have gone before, 
and whose example is worth our consideration; worth our imitation. There’s a biblical 
precedent for it. 
 
And with that precedent, that example, comes a practical benefit. Encouragement. When 
we consider the example of faithful witnesses who have gone before us, we find 
encouragement to keep the faith ourselves. Encouragement to speak the truth ourselves. 
Encouragement to fulfill our ministry and accomplish our purpose in our day. 
 
Ø So in light of that precedent and benefit, I want to share 4 stories with you. 4 people 
who have gone before, kept the faith, and suffered for it. In addition to those mentioned 
here. Stories that spur me on, and I trust will do the same for you. 
 
The first is . . . 
o Athanasius (c.298-373) 
Admittedly not a household name, but an amazing man of God, nonetheless. In 319AD, 
when Athanasius was 20, a guy named Arius began arguing that if the Son of God were 
truly a son, he must have had a beginning. If he was really born as a baby human being, he 
said, there must have been a time when he didn’t exist. And if he didn’t exist at some 
point in the past, he’s not God. That’s what he advocated. It’s called the Arian 
controversy, or Arianism, and it occupied the life of Athanasius until the day he died. (For 
more detail on Athanasius, see Contending For Our All by John Piper.) 
 
We take the deity of Christ for granted in our day. At least in our church. He’s fully God 
and fully man; done. But in that day, the battle raged. And if it weren’t for the sacrificial 
witness of Athanasius, holding firm to the Scriptures, we might not believe it. Because the 
vast majority of church leaders in that day agreed with Arius. “Jesus wasn’t God,” they 
said. And they were brutal about it. 
 
Athanasius went on to become the bishop of Alexandria, northern Egypt, and over the 
next 45 years he was stripped of his position and driven from his church no less than 5 
times. Forced to flee and hide for a total of 17 years with a bounty on his head. All 



because he stood firm on the Bible and said Jesus was fully God, as well as fully man. It 
was “Athanasius against the world.” Literally.  
 
And yet, he held fast. He maintained his witness to speak the truth even to the point of 
disgrace and near death. Not only establishing a firm foundation for Christ’s deity, but 
providing an example for us to follow. 
 
Can I get a witness? Are you ready and willing like he was? 
 
Next, is . . . 
o John Wycliffe (1328-1384) 
Wycliffe was an early forerunner to the Protestant Reformation that took full flight in the 
early 1500’s. And were it not for his faithful witness 150 years before, it may not have 
taken off at all. 
 
Wycliffe lived and ministered in England, taught at Oxford, and believed that the Bible is 
the authoritative source for all of life and faith. Once again, something we readily affirm. 
 
But most don’t. And didn’t then either. The Catholic Church especially. Which is why 
they weren’t happy when Wycliffe concluded that God’s word is primary, the pope is 
secondary, and many Catholic teachings are false. That’s what he said. 
 
Teachings like transubstantiation. The belief that the bread and the cup at Communion 
become Christ’s body and blood. Not true Wycliffe said. The Bible doesn’t teach that. 
And he was right.  
 
Same for the belief in salvation by faith plus works. (Quote) It’s unbiblical he said. 

"Trust wholly in Christ; rely altogether on his sufferings; beware of seeking to be 
justified in any other way than by his righteousness." (Wycliffe) 

Our justification, our salvation, is by grace through faith. Period. Not faith plus works. 
 
And then there was the Catholic belief in indulgences at the time. That people could buy 
relief from suffering and punishment due to their sins. He spoke against that too. As well 
as the Catholic practice of confession to a priest. Neither commanded by Jesus nor 
practiced by the apostles. All of which put him at grave odds with the massive power of 
the Catholic church in those days. 
 
Ø But the issue that got him in the most trouble, was his insistence that the Bible be 
translated into the common language of the people. Out of Latin and into English. So he 
did. But that too was contrary to Catholic teaching. And the church strongly opposed it. 
(Quote) Saying, among other things: 

"By this translation, the Scriptures have become vulgar, and they are more available to 
lay [common people], and even to women who can read, than they are to learned 
scholars, who have a high intelligence. So the pearl of the gospel is scattered and 
trodden underfoot by swine." (Henry Knighton, a 14th century Catholic chronicler) 

 
Not great. But it didn’t deter Wycliffe. Who said, "I am ready to defend my convictions 
even unto death." He held fast. And though the authorities wanted to try him, he died of a 
stroke before they had a chance. 

But that wasn’t the end of it. In 1415, 31 years after his death, his writings were officially 
banned and burned, and he was excommunicated retroactively. For whatever that’s worth. 
And 13 years after that, in 1428, they dug up his remains, burned what was left of them, 
and threw the ashes into the river. Hoping to disgrace him, and crush his influence forever.  
 
But that’s not how God works, is it? He makes beauty out of ashes. He brings life out of 
death. And Wycliffe's influence continued to spread. Even to this day with a bunch of 
ministries named after him. 
(https://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/moversandshakers/john-wycliffe.html) 
 
If the Lord calls on you to suffer the same disgrace and the same opposition, are you 
ready? Can I get a witness? 
 
The third person whose faithful witness I want to commend to you, is . . . 
o William Tyndale (1491-1536) 
Born over a hundred years after Wycliffe died, he too lived in England. And if you 
imagine that things improved over those years, you’d be wrong. In fact, the Catholic 
church handed down another edict that said a person could be burned alive just for 
reading the Bible in English. And it happened. (Much of what follows is gleaned from 
Filling Up The Afflictions Of Christ by John Piper.) 
 
In fact, in 1506 a young man was burned at the stake just for possessing the Lord’s Prayer 
in English. Just those few verses. And John Foxe, in Foxe’s Book of Martyrs, records the 
burning of 7 parents, in 1519, for teaching their children the Lord’s Prayer in English. 
Just teaching them in the “wrong” language.  
 
Meanwhile, Tyndale wanted to improve and expand on Wycliffe’s efforts by updating the 
translation and taking advantage of better printing presses. Putting the Bible in the 
common language, and getting it into even more hands. 
 
But the authorities would have none of it. And tried to shut him down before he ever 
started. Which forced Tyndale to flee England, and live as a fugitive in Germany. 
 
But his passion never waned. And over the next 12 years, from 1524 to 1536, Tyndale 
secretly translated, printed, and smuggled the Scriptures back to England through a 
likeminded shipping merchant. Wrapping the Bibles in bundles of cloth to conceal their 
presence. 
 
Unfortunately, persecution followed. And many died. Faithful witnesses like John Frith, 
Tyndale’s closest friend. Burned alive July 4, 1531 at the age of 28. And so was Richard 
Bayfield, the shipping merchant. Exposed and burned at the stake later that year. 
 
And three weeks after him was a man named John Tewkesbury. Converted after reading 
one of Tyndale’s books. But he wasn’t just burned. He was whipped; he was tortured; he 
was sent to the Tower of London where he was racked until lame, nearly pulled apart by 
the limbs; and then he was burned alive. Because he read the Bible in English, and stood 
for it. 
 
Four months later, in 1532, James Bainham stood up during mass at St. Augustine’s 
Church in London, lifted a copy of Tyndale’s New Testament, and pleaded with the 



people to die rather than deny the word of God. And as you might imagine, he did. Shortly 
thereafter he was  burned at the stake. Followed by Thomas Bilney, Thomas Dusgate, 
John Bent, Thomas Harding, and Andrew Hewet. 
 
Ø And then there’s Tyndale himself. After being betrayed by a “friend,” he was arrested 
and condemned to death on October 6, 1536. Led to the woodpile, he was unsuccessfully 
strangled, and then burned. Faithful to the end. 
 
But in God’s sovereignty, that wasn’t the end of his influence either. Just 3 years after his 
death, King Henry VIII required every church in England to print English copies of the 
Bible and have it circulated to the public. And 75 years after that, in the early 1600’s, 
Tyndale’s translation was the main source for the famous King James Bible. His verbiage 
comprising 80-90% of the text. All because he was a faithful witness to the point of death. 
 
How about you? Should the Lord desire, are you ready and willing? 
 
Ø Fortunately, millions around the world are saying yes. According to Open Doors USA, 
360 million Christians live in places where they experience high levels of persecution just 
for following Jesus. And in 2021 . . . 

5898 killed for their faith; a 24% increase over 2020. 
6175 arrested without trial; imprisoned indefinitely or never heard from again. 
3829 kidnapped. Some of whom remain unaccounted for. 
5,110 churches attacked or closed 

Just in 2021. Adding to the number of martyrs in the last hundred years, that already 
exceeds those killed in the previous 1900 combined. 
 
If that’s not a wakeup call, I don’t know what is. This is real. It’s happening. The birth 
pains of The Great Tribulation are upon us. And the worst thing you can do is make it a 
mental exercise. Where you nitpick this view versus that view, or get all uptight because 
you don’t agree with something. 
 
People are dying. People who don’t have the luxury of playing arm-chair quarterback in 
the insulated ease of their life. How about praying for them instead of wondering where 
they fit in your eschatology? How about preparing yourself instead of thinking you’re 
exempt? Because whether you think we’re going through the Tribulation or not, we’re 
definitely going through the birth pains. Can I get a witness? 
 
Last, and the most important example of all, is . . . 
o Jesus 
Are you ready and willing to be a witness like Jesus? He’s the ultimate example of those 
who have gone before. The one who experienced the ultimate death and disgrace. And 
Heb 12:1-3 urges us to look to him. 
 
[1] Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, [2] looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame [ignoring it], and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God. [3] Consider him who endured from sinners 
such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. 
 

Look to Jesus. Consider his example, his plight. Draw strength from him. So that you 
don’t think you’re unique or alone in your suffering. Consider him so you don’t grow 
weary or get discouraged. Consider him so you don’t become weak or timid. That’s the 
idea. 
 
Can I get at witness? A witness like Jesus? A firm resolve to stand firm and hold fast like 
those who have gone before? 
 
There’s no better time to answer that than Communion. When we remember the death of 
Jesus; remember his witness. And renew our commitment in light of it. 
 
You are loved 


